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There are many milestones in life. But 
there are few that span so many genera-
tions as the celebration that occurred on 
Saturday, Sept. 23, at Trinity Lutheran 
Evangelical Church, New York Mills.

The congregation gathered together to 
honor 125 years as a family during an 
afternoon special service, followed by 
fellowship and a catered meal. The Rev. 
Dr. Don Fondow, Minnesota North Dis-
trict president, served as guest preacher 
and Trinity’s Worship Choir and Praise 
Band provided special music. A ringing 
of the old church bell (in photo) was also 
incorporated into the service.

Trinity has been celebrating this past 
year by inviting former pastors to preach 
and lead worship, as well as some young 

pastors who grew up out of Trinity’s fold 
to lead their own congregations. Other 
activities commemorating the anniver-
sary throughout the year have included 
PowerPoint and photo presentations, a 
performance by the Looney Lutherans, 
the production of 125th anniversary 
mementos, including T-shirts, mugs, 
bags and ornaments, and Sunday school 
children walking with a float in the New 
York Mills parade. 

Two banners were also hung in the 
church with the 125th-anniversary cele-
bration theme verse:

“For the Lord is good and his love 
endures forever; his faithfulness 
continues through all generations.” 
 — Ps. 100:5

125 years in New York Mills

The members of Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Ortonville, have been keen to 
focus in recent months on God’s mission 
of bringing the Gospel to all people.

On Aug. 20, Trinity members entered 
a float in Ortonville Cornfest Parade. 
The Cornfest is a three-day celebration, 
capped off with a grand parade. The 
parade route is on the main street of the 
town, and attracts many people from 

Mission- 
mindedness  
at Trinity

the area. The Trinity evangelism board 
and youth group made the most of the 
opportunity by teaming up to promote  
the congregation. Evangelism board 
members drove the vehicle while the 

youth threw candy to the 
crowds.

Of course, the mission of the 
church goes well beyond out-
reach to the immediate com-
munity. In that spirit, as part 
of the congregation’s Mission 
Fest held on Sept. 17, the Rev. 
Noah Rogness, Trinity pastor, 
and his son, Samson, presented 
a slideshow to the congregation 
on the role of the chaplain and 
LCMS Ministry to the Armed 
Forces. 

Rogness and his family joined Trinity 
members for a dinner that was served 
after his presentation, sponsored by the 
Trinity stewardship board.
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Fall Pastoral Conference

Pastors from across the 
Minnesota North District 
gathered at Lutheran Is-

land Camp Sept. 10-12 for the 
district’s annual Fall Pastoral 
Conference.

The purpose of the conference 
is to give pastors a chance 
to strengthen their collegial 
bonds, worship together and 
receive an opportunity for 
professional development.

In commemoration of the 
500th anniversary of the 
Reformation, a variety of 
presentations were given by 
the Rev. Dr. Ken Schurb on 
the relevance of the Refor-
mation for current pastoral 
practice. Schurb, who serves 

Vacation Bible School was held at Gloria 
Dei Lutheran Church, Virginia, July 
31-Aug. 2.

Each year members of the congregation 
decide on a theme, design their own 
crafts and activities, and work with the 
Rev. Donald Stauty, Gloria Dei pastor, to 
incorporate the message into all of the 
events. This year, there were 68 partici-
pants over the three sessions. VBS closed 

as executive for Evangelism 
& Missions, Stewardship and 
Human Care for the Central 
Illinois District, is a renowned 
student of Reformation 
history and participated in the 
development of the A Man 
Named Martin Bible study 
from “The Lutheran Hour.”

During the conference,  
district staff updated pastors 
on the state of the district,  
district staff changes, incom-
ing and outgoing pastors and 
church workers, congregation-
al vacancies and other related 
news.

The conference traditionally 
concludes with a business 
meeting, when the pastors 

collectively decide how to dis-
tribute the offerings gathered 
during the conference worship 
services, as well as any excess 
funds raised during the con-
ference. This year, the pastors 
elected to send $300 to  

LCMS Disaster Response to 
aid with relief efforts in the 
wake of recent hurricanes 
and wildfires, as well as other 
funds to support Main Street 
Living North and rescue cen-
ters in Kenya.

with s’mores and horse-drawn carriage 
rides for young and old alike. 

The Gospel was shared once again with 
children from across the community in 
the beautiful setting of summer.

This year’s theme was chosen to com-
memorate the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation. The attendees heard about 
“Faith Alone, Scripture Alone, Grace 
Alone” each day as Stauty presented 

the message. The crafts were designed 
with the theme “God’s Riches At Christ’s 
Expense” in mind. The children made 
T-shirts with Luther’s rose on the front 
and G.R.A.C.E. on the back, and they 
also made Baptism banners to display at 
home.

The cooks created thematically ap-
propriate snacks — Luther’s rose was 
designed with strawberry shortcake.
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Send us 
your news
If you have any announcements, 
or if you would like to report on 
special events or human interest 
stories from your congregation or 
organization, please send submis-
sions to the.lutheran.witness@
mnnlcms.org. 

You may also mail your articles to:
Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
P.O. Box 12 
603 State 371 NW 
Backus, MN 56435 
attn.: Rev. Stephen Rutherford

On Sept. 9, the Minnesota North 
District Lutheran Laymen’s League 
held its 74th annual meeting at Zion 
Lutheran Church, Alexandria. The 
Revs. David Hinz, pastor, Zion, and 
Dr. Don Fondow, Minnesota North 
District president, led the opening 
worship service.

In the afternoon Fondow spoke on 
“Here we Stand…on Christ Alone…
our Cornerstone,” which focused on 
the life and witness of Dr. Martin 
Luther. Fondow said, “We should 

be students and proclaimers of 
God’s Word. The Word of the Lord 
remains forever.”

The business meeting was conduct-
ed by Glenn Borchers, district LLL 
president. Eugene Pasche reported 
on the activities of Orphan Grain 
Train.

The International Lutheran 
Laymen’s League/Lutheran Hour 
Ministries is celebrating 100 years of 
mission and ministry.

100 years of lay ministry

From left, Fondow and Hinz.

Trinity Lutheran Sunday 
School, Twin Valley, celebrated 
Sunday School Rally Day by 
launching balloons. 

The balloons contained a note 
with a Bible verse and the ad-
dress of the church, allowing 
any recipient of a balloon to 
reply if they so desired.

—  Submitted by Pat Sakrismo,  
Trinity Secretary

For Rally Day, Trinity, Twin Valley, floats hope

Mark Meyer was installed as fifth- and sixth-grade teacher at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
and School, Crookston, on Sept. 10. Meyer graduated from Concordia University, Seward, 
Neb., in 2013. He served at St. John Lutheran School, Alma, Kan., prior to moving to Crook-
ston. From left, Lisa and the Rev. Steven Bohler, Meyer, Sandra Trittin and Emily Luckow. Lisa 
Bohler, Trittin and Luckow are teachers at Our Savior’s.

New  
teacher 
installed in  
Crookston
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Marilyn Hiltel
LWML District President
6850 Golden Spike Road, 
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
president@lwmlmnn.org

320-387-2219

Virginia Flo

COUNSELOR’S  
CORNER

So what causes you to be thankful? I hear many 
people say (and I’ve said it myself), “I should be 
more thankful. After all, I don’t have it as bad as 
(fill in the blank). ” I’m quite certain that nowhere 
in God’s Word are we encouraged or called upon 
to give thanks to God because someone else is 
suffering more than we are. 

Rather Scripture instructs us to give thanks to God 
for the gifts we have received from Him. Scripture 
clearly teaches that every good thing we have in 
life is indeed from God. “Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation 
or shadow due to change” (James 1:17). 

The Small Catechism by Martin Luther is a wonder-
ful book for teaching us true thanksgiving. When 
speaking of all the gifts God the Father bestows on 
us, Luther says, “All this He does only out of father-
ly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit 
or worthiness in me.” Everything, from lightbulbs 
to toothpaste to spouse and children to the weath-
er, is a good and undeserved gift from God.

When speaking of Christ’s saving work, the fol-
lowing words are reason for thanksgiving. Christ 
has “redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, 
purchased and won me from all sins, from death, 
and from the power of the devil; not with gold or 
silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with 
His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His 
own and live under Him in His kingdom.” Christ 
has made you His own by paying the price for your 
sin. Thanks be to God!

Finally, Luther speaks of faith itself as a gift in his 
explanation of the Third Article of The Apostles’ 
Creed: “I believe that I cannot by my own reason or 
strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come 
to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the 
Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified 
and kept me in the true faith. That I believe in God, 
that I know Jesus died for me, all of this too is un-
deserved gift, worked and given by the Holy Spirit.” 

Luther catechizes us in Thanksgiving when he 
teaches us of the undeserved gifts we have from 
the Triune God. 

Rev. Bruce Timm
Arrowhead Region Pastoral Counselor

A catechism of Thanksgiving

The LWML Retreat, held at Lu-
theran Island Camp Aug. 11-13 
gave us lots to think about:
▶  Virginia Flo, Lutherans For 

Life (LFL) regional director 
of Minnesota, shared the 
LFL stand on issues such as 
abortion, assisted suicide and 
embryo adoption. 

▶  The Rev. Matthew Vrudny, district 
LWML pastoral counselor, led us 
in God’s Word through Bible study.

Ladies enjoy study, fellowship at retreat

Lori Salvhus

▶  Lori Salvhus, district Christian 
Life chairman, and her committee 
held it all together through humor, 
singing and fellowship activities.

On Thursday, April 20, the 
ladies from the Bemidji-Park 
Rapids Zone gathered at 
Trinity, Bemidji, for their 
spring rally.

The theme was “Letters from 
Christ,” based on 2 Cor. 3:2-3. 
The Bible study was led by 
the Rev. Ronald Carnicom. 
Pictured are, from top, 
Trinity Evening Guild and 
Ladies Aid, who served the 
luncheon; the Trinity mem-
bers packaging “Letters from 
Christ” notes; and Sandy 
Thorson giving the welcome.

Bemidji-Park Rapids holds Spring Rally


