
  Rebecca Wagner 
 

Dear Christians,                 September 2017 

September 9th Peter and I took three international students to visit a couple of places in small town 

Minnesota. Our first stop was First Evangelical Lutheran Church in Glencoe, MN, where we were met 

by Pastor Welch and two members of the church, Glenda Schuft and Cindy Eggersgluess.  They took us 

on a tour, explaining in detail the meaning of the shape of the church (a cross), the cross at the front, 

teaching the students about communion and baptism. I am very excited for the day University 

Lutheran Chapel begins construction on its new church building (Lord willing, in October!), for each 

Christian has a beautiful opportunity to speak about the faith of the Church simply by bringing 

someone into a church. The pastor, Glenda and Cindy then provided a meal for us before we continued 

to New Ulm to the Hermannfest (a German heritage festival). There, a member of Our Redeemer 

Lutheran, Mary Kay Mages, and two of her 

children met us and showed us around before 

bringing us to her church for a potluck supper 

and a chance to meet with Pastor Bode and his 

wife and more members of the congregation. 

After dinner, we were shown the sanctuary of 

their church and heard again about the hope 

we have in Christ. All in all, it was a day filled 

with learning of Christ and sharing Christian 

love. The students were very moved by the 

friendliness and hospitality at each church, 

and we pray that they may ponder the good 

news they heard that day and want to learn 

more. Many thanks to those two congregations who partnered with us! 

Less than a week later, 23 Chinese speakers from the 

Twin Cities area (some students, some not) joined 

some of the ULC students at Luther House for Chinese 

hot pot. I am praying that the relationships begun here 

will develop into a place where Christ and His saving 

work will be shared. 

This month Pastor Kind, ULC students and I have been 

endeavoring to get to know our new students-some 

are freshmen, others started in other churches and 

now want to start attending ours. Over the past few Sundays I have gotten to know a couple of ELCA 

students, one who is discomforted with the teachings of his church and another who grew up in a 

contemporary ELCA church and appreciates the Christ-centered (and not self-centered) divine service 

at ULC every Sunday. Other students are looking for a church that has solid biblical teaching. Please, in 

your prayers this month, include these students in addition to the international students ULC ministers 

to.          

From l to r: Hui, Pastor Welch, Chi Lei, Juncheng, Peter, (me) and Glenda 
Schuft at the baptismal font of First Evangelical Lutheran in Glencoe, MN 

Getting to know each other at hot pot. 
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