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MINNESOTA NORTH

High school-aged youth from 18 con-
gregations throughout the district came 
together at Lutheran Island Camp Aug. 
18-20 for the first District Youth Gather-
ing held in many years.

The district event was conceived as a 
way to provide a more affordable and 
district-oriented youth gathering in the 
vein of Synod’s National Youth Gath-
ering, on a smaller scale. The purpose 
was to provide youth with an oppor-
tunity to work together in service with 
other young Lutherans from around the 
district, have fun with each other, wor-
ship and grow in their Christian faith 
and knowledge. This is why the theme 
selected for the gathering was “Standing 
on the Rock,” which emphasized the 
importance of remaining grounded in 
the unchangeable truth of God’s Word 
and works.

There was definitely plenty of fun and 
fellowship to go around. The roughly 80 
youth in attendance joined in on kay-
aking, wagon rides, disc golf, 9-square 
volleyball, a beach-front luau style picnic 
and a GaGa ball tournament (a game 
that is a variation on dodgeball).

Although the games and fellowship 
were important, the success of a youth 
gathering cannot be measured simply by 
how much fun the participants had. The 
foundation of the three-day event was 
the many indoor and outdoor worship 

gatherings, the Bible studies and the 
events meant to help foster a deeper and 
more mature understanding of Christ.

Additionally, the youth heard presen-
tations from speakers like Kim Wagner 
and the Rev. Jeffrey Meinz, a regular 
speaker at LMCS youth gatherings 
throughout the country.

Many of the youth reported their deep 
appreciation for these experiences, and 
highlighted how the gathering helped 
them get a better sense of and respect 
for different aspects of their faith and of 
God’s work for them through Christ.

Overwhelmingly, the young men and 
women who were able to attend felt 
it was a tremendously positive and 
worthwhile experience on most every 
level. Nearly everyone who filled out an 
evaluation form at the close of the event 
stated their very strong hope that anoth-

er similar gathering would be offered in 
2018.

The staff at Lutheran Island Camp also 
expressed their satisfaction with the par-
ticipation of the district congregations 
and youth. Representatives of the camp 
stated that considering this was the 
first time such an event has been held 
in many years, they were surprised and 
pleased with the number of people who 
were able to attend.

In order to make this opportunity avail-
able for as many congregations and indi-
viduals as possible, costs were under-
written by Lutheran Island Camp, the 
Minnesota North District and Thrivent 
Financial. This generous support made 
it possible to lower attendance costs to 
$100 per participant, a fraction of what 
the cost otherwise would have been.

District youth 
enjoy gathering
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Everyone knows that teaching is a 
difficult job. This is particularly 
true for Lutheran educators. On 

the one hand, expectations for our 
teachers are growing rapidly. On the 
other hand, communicating a Lutheran 
framework and worldview is very much 
swimming against the cultural currents. 
Opportunities for mutual support, en-

Conference encourages, educates teachers

couragement and training are therefore 
vitally important parts of the vocation 
and well-being of every Lutheran 
educator.

Recognition of that was in evidence at 
the 2017 Minnesota North Professional 
Educators Conference Aug. 17. at Crown 
Christian School in St. Francis. Fifty 

educators from schools and preschools 
throughout the district attended the 
event.

Following registration, the conference 
opened with the Rev. Jacob Dandy, 
pastor, Zion, St. Francis, leading a de-
votion on Phil. 3:14 about the heavenly 
citizenship of Christians, and the need 
to press on toward the goal that God 
has set before us. 

Attendees then broke out into separate 
groups for presentations. Dr. Suzanne 
Starks, associate professor of education 
at Concordia University, St. Paul, gave 
a presentation to early-childhood and 
kindergarten teachers on “Growing 
Friendship Skills.” Meanwhile, Dr. Tam-
my Tillotson, president of the Wiscon-
sin International Dyslexia Association, 
spoke to higher grade-level educators 
on dyslexia.

Following lunch, everyone gathered 
together for the keynote afternoon 
presentation given by Starks. The 
conference closed with a devotion led 
by Rachel Schutte, a staff member at 
Crown Christian School.

Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Backus, held its sec-
ond annual Confirmation Kick-Off Camp on Aug. 
12. Congregation members who live on Lake Ada 
made their property available for the 12 students 
to spend the day and camp out overnight several 
weeks before the beginning of classes.

The camp is intended to give students a chance to 
reconnect and get to know each other better after 
the summer break, as well as give them an opportu-
nity to join in a series of devotions and Bible study.

The attendees played capture the flag, kayaked, 
learned to water ski, cooked s’mores and told ghost 
stories throughout the afternoon and evening. 
Following a pancake breakfast in the morning, the 
campers packed up their gear and drove back to 
church on Sunday morning to worship with their 
families.

Confirmation 
KICK-OFF
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Part of the way that we have elected to walk together 
in the LCMS is by structuring our congregations into 
circuits, which work more closely together for mutual 
support, encouragement and for participation in the 
processes of Synod governance.

A vital part of the life of each circuit is the circuit 
visitor, who is a clergyman elected by the pastors and 
congregational delegates of the circuit. He is entrust-
ed with a special responsibility of pastoral care and 
ecclesiastical oversight toward the members of his cir-
cuit. One of the most important duties a circuit visitor 
has, as the name implies, is to visit each congregation 
in his circuit at least once every triennium in order to 
maintain strong relationships, mutual understanding 
and more direct support when necessary.

To equip and support circuit visitors, the Minneso-
ta North District hosted its annual Circuit Visitors 

Conference Aug. 28-29. These annual 
conferences are intended to give circuit 
visitors a chance for mutual fellowship 
and encouragement, to discuss specific 
questions pertaining to their duties, 
to seek advice, to be familiarized with 
developments in other organizations 
throughout the district and to have a 
chance for professional and educational 
development.

After devotion and refreshments, the 
Rev. Dr. Donald Fondow, district presi-
dent, led a presentation titled “Here We 
Stand … On Christ Alone … Our Corner-
stone.” The Rev. Nabil Nour, LCMS third 
vice-president, Great Plains Region, led 
the Synod visitor presentation. 

The Rev. Dr. Karl Weber, district first 
vice-president, then talked about the 
comfort of certainty in our world of 
choice. The second day focused on the 
challenges posed by the continuing 
growth of Islam and a Christian response 
to it — a pertinent topic in view of the 
increasing number of Muslims in the 
Minnesota North District.

Given the ever changing challenges 
our churches face in a rapidly changing 
world, please keep your circuit visitors in 
your prayers and continue to encourage 
and support them when they perform 
their official visits to your congregation.

Pray for your circuit visitors

The Rev. Keith Brustuen was installed as pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Montevideo, 
during special services held  Aug. 8.

Participating in the service were, from left, the Revs. Jack Baumgarn, Bob Frederich, Loren 
Kruse, Brustuen, Dr. Donald Fondow (district president and installer), John Schultz, Dean 
Rager, Steve Frank, Dr. Joel Koepp and Larry Feldt.

New shepherd in Montevideo

Send us 
your news
If you have any announcements, 
or if you would like to report on 
special events or human interest 
stories from your congregation or 
organization, please send submis-
sions to the.lutheran.witness@
mnnlcms.org. 

You may also mail your articles to:
Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
P.O. Box 12 
603 State 371 NW 
Backus, MN 56435 
attn.: Rev. Stephen Rutherford

From left (front row) 
the Revs. Fondow, Don 
Stauty, Glen Kleppe, 
Michael Breach, William 
Moeller Jr., Matthew 
Vrudny, Nour, Tom 
Eaves, Weber, Rob 
Franck; (back row) Tim 
Renstrom, Paul Cloeter, 
Larry Harvala, Marty 
Porter, Blake Rickbeil, 
David Becker, Don Klatt, 
Kirk Lee (district third 
vice-president), Del 
Meyer, George Sagissor 
III and Steve Frank.
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COUNSELOR’S  
CORNER

“I will speak of your testimonies 
before kings, O Lord, and shall 
not be put to shame.” Ps. 119:46

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
I am sure that most of you know 
what important event happened in 

the life of the Church this month, 500 years 
ago. Rev. Dr. Martin Luther nailed the 95 
Theses — statements that he wanted to 
debate — on the doors of Castle Church in 
Wittenberg, Germany. The Bible passage I 
am using for our meditation is the antiphon 
verse for the Introit on Reformation Day. 

You see, Luther was not planning on starting 
a revolution, but wanted to redirect or reform 
the Church back to Christ and Him crucified. 
Luther’s words and actions surely spoke of our 
Lord’s testimonies before kings, princes, bish-
ops and the pope. God worked through Luther 
to refocus His Church, to save His Church — by 
listening to Scripture alone, saved by faith 
alone and grace alone; to preach Christ and 
Him crucified; to proclaim God’s Law and Gos-
pel; to release God’s people from the burden of 
the Law, not with gold or silver, not by family 
members or property, not through anything 
that you do, but only by the blood of Christ. 

Luther showed us that God has justified 
you, and brings you to faith through God’s 
Holy Word combined with water in Holy 
Baptism, He keeps and strengthens you in 
the faith, through the hearing of God’s Holy 
Word and receiving His precious body and 
blood in the Lord’s Supper to strengthen you 
and sustain you through life’s burdens.

You see, dear saints in Christ, for you who 
trust, believe or have faith in Christ’s promises, 
you shall not be put to shame. For the work 
of your salvation is finished. It is completed! 
You are redeemed, bought back and made 
heirs with your brother, Jesus Christ.

Rev. Donald Klatt
Lakeland Region Pastoral Counselor

Faith alone, in 
Christ alone

Eleven scholarships have been 
awarded by the LWML Minnesota 

North District for the 2017-18 school 
year. The recipients are:
Concordia University, Chicago
Riley Springer and Michael Thomas

Concordia University, St. Paul, Minn.
Emily Safarik, Cara Schmidtke, Eve 
Vrudny and Madison Schellack

Concordia University, Nebraska
Aubrey Akerson

Concordia Theological Seminary, 
Forth Wayne, Ind.
Stephanie Wilde (deaconess pro-
gram), Josef Muench and Berett 
Steffen

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis
Andrew Coop

The LWML Minnesota North Dis-
trict has been awarding scholarships 
to full-time church work students for 
more than 50 years. The scholarship 
funds come from your mite offerings, 
as do the funds for all the LWML 
Mission Grants. 

Please continue to support our 
students through your prayers and 
your mites. To obtain a scholarship 
application, go to the “Resources” 
page at lwmlmnn.org. 

The application deadline is May 15, 
2018.

Scholarship recipients

The LWML society at Trinity Lutheran Church, Isle, recently held its annual Bible 
Study Retreat at Camp Onomia. Connie Strandberg led the study based on Eccl. 
3:1: “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven.” 
From left, (front row) Strandberg, Vera Rick; (back row) Karen Roeschlein, Glenna 
Zortmann, Jennie Determan, Laura Determan, Debbie Weeda, Jean Read, Donna 
Dobbelaire, Evi Moss and Carol Ann Sander.

The application for mission grants (to be voted 
on at the 2018 LWML district convention) 

is available to download at lwmlmnn.org under 
the “Resources” tab (select “Forms/Applications” 
from the drop-down menu). 

The application must be postmarked by  
Feb. 15, 2018. 

For more information, contact Sue Zeige at  
missiongrants@lwmlmnn.org or 218-301-0167.

Bible study retreat

Apply for mission grant


