A newsletter article to be used a month or two preceding the program
Bearing Fruit for Jesus
It is exciting to inform you that our stewardship theme for this year is Bearing Fruit for Jesus. This will start on    (DATE).      The following is an introduction to what God’s Word says about bearing fruit: 
Jesus said, “Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you, unless you abide in Me.  I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing” (John 15:4-5).  Fruit characterizes the life of the Christian steward.  It is interesting to note that, in this passage above, Jesus did not say, “You should bear fruit.”  He stated that when we abide in Him, it follows naturally that we will bear fruit.  
Paul explained to the Galatians what that fruit is:  “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control.”  “Since we live by the Spirit,” Paul exhorted, “let us keep in step with the Spirit.  Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other” (Galatians 5:25-26).  As children of God, we have this fruit because His Spirit lives in us.  We do not bear fruit as a result of our own efforts, but we do cease to bear fruit when we give in to our sinful natures, becoming, in Paul’s words, “conceited, provoking and envying each other”.
Just as fruit needs light for its growth and maturation, so do Christians need to have their lives illumined by Christ.  They then are able to produce spiritual fruit and shed that light on the world around them.  Ephesians 5:11 cautions us to, “Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness” but to “Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord” (Ephesians 5:8-9).

We discover God’s will through His word and through prayer.  As Paul prayed for the Colossians, we, too, can ask God “to fill [us] with the knowledge of His will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding…in order that [we] may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please Him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work…” (Colossians 1:9-10).

God has plans and uses for our lives.  When we abide in Christ, we will be fruitful.  We will discover and follow His plan, and we will use the gifts He has given us in ministry to the people of the world.

