Serving God or Money

Jesus said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21).  Will we choose to serve the Lord with our lives and resources or be choked by the materialistic ways of the world? (Matthew 13:7, 22).  There is no middle ground.  Jesus didn’t say it is difficult to serve both God and money.  He said it is impossible to serve both (Matthew 6:24).  Our treasure is either in heaven or on earth.  We can’t live our lives with a disclaimer that says, “Lord, I’ll serve you with my heart but not with my money.”  Our relationships with Christ should impact everything we do, including how we handle our money.  Jesus encourages us to “seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to [us] as well” (Matthew 6:33).
God’s Ownership
It is easy to adopt the attitude that we, rather than God, own the things we possess.  We may believe that our cars, our houses, our computers, and our money belong to us.  After all, didn’t our hard work and sweat make it possible for us to acquire all we have?  Only through God’s gift of faith are we able to understand the words of Deuteronomy 8:18: “But remember the Lord your God, for it is He Who gives you the ability to produce wealth…” All we own and all we accomplish are gifts of God’s grace.
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Scripture is clear about God’s ownership. “‘The silver is Mine and the gold is Mine,’ declares the Lord Almighty” (Haggai 2:8).  In the words of King David, “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it” (Psalm 24:1).  In Psalm 50:10 we read, “. . . for every animal of the forest is Mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills.”  Clearly God is the owner, and we are humble, fruitful stewards, we pray, of what He entrusts to us.

Seek God’s Wisdom
God, Who lavishes us with His love, grace, and mercy, also wants to fill us with His wisdom.  “For the Lord gives wisdom, and from His mouth come knowledge and understanding” (Proverbs 2:6).  Even with God’s wisdom, money issues will cause life to be challenging and confusing.  Because we live in a fallen world, God’s wisdom will not eliminate setbacks, problems, and disappointments with our money, but we know that He is in control and provides for us.  He will help us make proper choices and decisions with our money.  With His wisdom, we see things more clearly, for He promises:  “I guide you in the way of wisdom and lead you along straight paths” (Proverbs 4:11).  We see a greater purpose for our lives and money.  No wonder Solomon wrote in Proverbs 3:13-14, “Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, the man who gains understanding, for [wisdom] is more profitable than silver and yields better returns than gold.”
Give Cheerfully and Generously
It has been said, “We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.”  This statement communicates the blessedness of giving.  In the words of Billy Graham, “God has given us two hands—one to receive with and the other to give with.”  As nice as it is to receive gifts, it is even more meaningful to give them.  When we give, we quickly discover the true joy in giving.  We have all experienced the excitement and thrill of giving someone a special birthday, Christmas, or anniversary gift.  We can’t measure the joy of watching the happiness that our gifts bring to others.
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Acts 20:35 records Jesus words, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”  Jesus knew that the act of giving returns more to us than what we give.  God wants only the best for us when He asks us to give.  He uses our generosity to build His Kingdom and to strengthen and bless us as givers.  We are fulfilled and enriched through a generous, giving spirit.  When we give freely and fully, we discover the key to living.  Giving is a privilege and a joy and can change our lives. 
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In the matter of God’s gifts, we can choose to be channels or terminals.  What we do with God’s money demonstrates our spiritual maturity.  Some share sacrificially with God and others, others give proportionately from their incomes, and still others hoard what they receive.  God wants us to be channels of His blessings, and He enriches us so we can be blessings to others.  We are blessed to be a blessing.  “You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God” (2 Corinthians 9:11).  Lasting happiness and contentment come from employing our lives and possessions in service to God and others.  
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