







  Daily Devotions










for the whole family!

Bearing Fruit for Jesus 

Week 3 
Start reading the week before the session titled: 
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Fruitful Use of Money 

Weekday Devotions: 
· Monday: Becoming Rich 
· Tuesday: Firstfruits Giving 
· Wednesday: Is God Calling Me Foolish? 
· Thursday: Living as Contented People 
· Friday: Warnings about Money 
Week 3—Monday: Becoming Rich 
Scripture: “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21) 

T

 hrough the working of the Holy Spirit, Who opens our hearts and minds to understand God’s Word, we learn that riches do not consist of money. In fact, riches have nothing to do with money. We can have very little money and be very rich or be very wealthy and be impoverished. True riches have to do with a right relationship with Jesus Who brings us satisfaction, joy, love and peace and Who enables us to “take hold of that which is truly life.” (1 Timothy 6:19) 

Material possessions do not constitute real riches, as many have discovered to their sorrow. Material things are transitory. What we possess materially can be lost in a variety of ways. Our investments in the stock market can decline in value or be lost, and our possessions can be taken from us through rust, obsolescence, or thievery. Our property could burn, and businesses can fail. All material things can be gone very quickly. 

The wise person who desires to be rich will look at Jesus’ words. Enlightened by the Spirit, he will understand what God’s Word means when it speaks of the lack of foundation material riches provide. He will understand what a poor investment wealth alone is. He will see that true riches are found in investing in eternity, in laying up “treasures in Heaven.” (Matthew 6:20) How insightful C. S. Lewis was when he wrote, “He who has God and everything has no more than He who has God alone.” Let us not settle for the riches the world offers but embrace wholeheartedly the treasure of Jesus and His good gifts. 

Prayer: Lord, help me to put my trust and faith in You rather than in material things. I thank You for Your incomprehensible love demonstrated in the gift of Your Son, Jesus. Amen. 

Week 3—Tuesday: Firstfruits Giving 
Scripture: “Bring the best of the firstfruits of your soil to the house of the Lord your God.” (Exodus 23:19) 

F

 irstfruits giving means that we give to God first rather than as leftovers after our own needs and wants are met. When we give our firstfruits, no matter what the gift, we acknowledge that God is first in our lives and that He is the giver of all that we have. Firstfruits giving expresses the special relationship that we have with Jesus. 

Firstfruits giving had its origin in the Old Testament. In Exodus 23:19 we read, “Bring the best of the firstfruits of your soil to the house of the Lord your God.” The Israelites were required to give the first part. “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops…” (Proverbs 3:9) Because the culture in the Old Testament was agricultural, the people brought crops and animals for their firstfruits offering. Acknowledging God as the owner of the harvest, Old Testament believers willingly returned to Him their firstfruits. 
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God gave us His first and best when He gave His one and only Son. Jesus took human form and was born of the Virgin Mary for our salvation. As His people, we receive with humility and respond with generosity. We give our firstfruits because God has given us life and all of life’s resources. Love for the Lord makes our firstfruits giving possible. When we give off the top as a priority, we are responding in faith to God’s goodness to us. 

Prayer: Father, in Your Son, You gave all You had for me. Help me to give my firstfruits in response to Your love for me. Amen. 

Week 3—Wednesday: Is God Calling Me Foolish? 
Scripture: “But everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.” (Matthew 7:26) 
O

 n two separate occasions, Jesus used the word foolish to describe man’s thoughts and actions. As we examine the reasons that prompted Jesus to refer to man’s foolishness, we need to ask ourselves the question: “Is God calling me foolish as well?” 

In Matthew 7:24-27, Jesus said there are two kinds of people. There are those who hear what Jesus says and respond to His ways. Sadly there are others who hear His words but, like the foolish man, fail to put them into practice. The people who reject His words are like people who build their houses on sand. We all know what happens to houses built on sand. Just as concrete supports houses, God’s Word, when received and applied in our lives, supports and strengthens us. 

The second reference to Jesus’ calling man foolish is the Parable of the Rich Fool (Luke 12:13-21). Because he reaped such a bountiful crop, the wealthy farmer tore down his existing barns to build bigger ones to store his produce. Jesus didn’t call him foolish because he built bigger barns, but because he gave God no credit for his success. The rich fool saw his wealth as his own. Jesus said, “You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?” (Verse 20) 

We are just as foolish if we don’t put God’s Words into practice. We will live shallow, self-centered foolish lives rather than rich, God-centered faithful lives. If we follow and serve Jesus, we won’t hear Him call us foolish, but we will hear Him say, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” (Matthew 25:23) 

Prayer: Lord, grant me faith to rely on You for all things. Amen. 

Week 3—Thursday: Living as Contented People 
Scripture: “…I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty.” (Philippians 4:11-12) 
H

 ave you ever fantasized what it would be like to win millions in a lottery? If you were a multimillionaire, you could have virtually everything you wanted. The sixty-four thousand dollar question is: “Would you be better off than before you won the lottery?” Does winning the lottery bring contentment? What is the secret of contentment? Is contentment to be found in satisfying every desire? According to the Apostle Paul, the key to contentment is to be found in God, not in ourselves and what we possess. At times, Paul lived with an abundance of things, and, at other times, he lived in need. However, he said that he had “learned the secret of being content in any and every situation.” 
If we are not content with what we have now, we will not be content with what we have in the future. John D. Rockefeller, one of the wealthiest people of his time, said all he needed to have enough was just a little bit more. We will find contentment when we realize our greatest need is not for more material wealth but a need of the heart, a need for God. Contentment, therefore, comes from God and not from things. We can remain content even in the absence of material things. Only Christ can take away our appetite for things for He fills us with Himself. He removes our attitude of greed and replaces it with the spirit of contentment. Jesus fills our lives, filling the inner void that material things cannot satisfy. 
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Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, I thank You for providing for my needs and for the promise that You will always provide for me. I pray, Lord, that You will teach me to find my contentment in You. Amen. 

Week 3—Friday: Warnings about Money 
Scripture: “Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income. This too is meaningless.” (Ecclesiastes 5:10) 

P

aul wrote his friend Timothy about the consequences of loving money: “People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.” (1 Timothy 6:9-10) Paul warned Timothy about the danger of money becoming his security and god. If we are obsessed with money, it becomes our heart’s desire and our dearest treasure, and our thoughts and activities will become preoccupied with having more of it. When money has a hold on us, it is nearly impossible to give money to God and others because we, like the rich young ruler (Matthew 19:16-24), will be unable to part with it. Only by God’s grace can we confront money’s power to possess us and give it away freely and cheerfully. Then we will see money as a tool that God gives us to provide for our needs and for the help and support of others who are in need. 

Jesus said, For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21). These words from Jesus tell us that our hearts will follow our treasure. If our treasure is money, even though it has no lasting value, we will choose to store it up. When God is our treasure, money no longer has control over our lives, and money becomes a tool for good. God will open our eyes so we can see opportunities where our money can be used to further His kingdom. 

Prayer: Dear Father in heaven, help me to use the money You have entrusted to me as an instrument for good. I pray that You will grant me a generous heart. I pray in the name of Jesus, my Lord. Amen.
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