







     Daily Devotions









for the whole family!

Bearing Fruit for Jesus 

Week 1 
Start reading the week before the session titled: 
[image: image1.jpg]It's good to start the day
with prayer and devotions.




Fruitful Use of Time 

Weekday Devotions: 
· Monday: Glorifying God with Our Time 
· Tuesday: Keeping our Focus 
· Wednesday: Sowing and Reaping 
· Thursday: Time Wasters 
· Friday: Waiting on the Lord 
Week 1—Monday—Glorifying God with Our Time 
Scripture: “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men.” (Col. 3:23) 

I

 t seems that, as we grow older, we can better understand what James was saying in Chapter Four, Verse 14: “You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.” Time does go by quickly, especially as we age. James is telling us that, in the span of eternity, our time on earth is rather insignificant. 

In reading God’s Word, it is clear, however, that God is more interested in what we do with our time than the length of time that He gives us. As God’s children, our focus shouldn’t be on asking God for longer lives, but, rather, we should be more interested in asking Him and ourselves the question: “What can I do with my time that will please Him and give Him the glory that He deserves?” First and foremost, God wants us to spend our time with Him in prayer and worship and the study of His Word so that we are then empowered to serve and glorify Him. We can give God glory by dedicating our daily tasks to Him. Our hands and feet can be doing routine and mundane things, but our hearts and minds can be focused on the Lord. 

By God’s grace, we can use well the time God has given us. As Paul wrote, “Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.” (Ephesians 5:15-16) By wisely using our time to the glory and honor of God, we can live this life abundantly 

Prayer: Lord, help me to put You first when planning my daily schedule. Grant me wisdom so that I use my time in ways that give You glory. In Jesus’ holy name I pray. Amen. 
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Week 1—Tuesday: Keeping our Focus 
Scripture: “Whoever serves Me must follow Me; and where I am, My servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves Me.” (John 12:26) 

H

ave you ever felt that life is so full of distractions and that there are such pulls on your time that you have lost your focus? As God’s stewards, our goal is to live our lives for God’s purpose according to His grace given us by the Holy Spirit through Word and Sacrament. Getting our priorities straight and sticking to them is one of the most difficult tasks we face. We are called to be faithful and not misdirected by the world, our flesh, or Satan. 

It is challenging, but, with God’s help, it is possible to keep God at the center of our busy lives and to keep some of life’s diversions from consuming our time. Because God promises that, when we call on Him, He will give us the strength to overcome any temptations, we are able to say “yes” to Him and “no” to the temptations of the world (1 Corinthians 10:13). God does not shield us from temptations, but He sustains us while we are facing them. With God’s help, we are able to recognize that much of life is meaningless when compared to the times we spend in God’s Word, prayer, worship, and service to His people. Our goal is to keep “the main thing the main thing,” which is to love, serve, trust, and obey our heavenly Father. 

Prayer: Father, I thank You for the gift of life. Please grant me Your wisdom so I can see the foolishness of my ways. Help me, Lord, to use my time wisely so that I may glorify You.  Amen. 

Week 1—Wednesday: Sowing Time Wisely 
Scripture: “Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.” (2 Corinthians 9:6) 

T

 ime, as well as other areas of life, is affected by God’s principle of sowing and reaping. If we spend our time unproductively, we will not reap the rewards in the same way had we invested our time wisely. If we sow little, we will reap little. The seeds we sow will determine our harvest. The would-be athlete who spends no time building up his body finds himself on the bench, if he’s chosen for the team at all. The aspiring musician who spends no time practicing her instrument is not the one who earns the solo performance. The Christian who spends time in the Word of God and taking part in the Sacraments during regular worship discovers that his faith carries him through the valleys of his life. He knows that it was time well spent. 

If we do not plan wisely, we often find ourselves asking the question, “Where did the time go?” When our time is structured and organized, we will be in control of our time rather than time controlling us. When we sow generously, we will reap bountifully. 

Life offers us the gift of time and the freedom, within our Christian value system, to use it as we choose. The choices we make with time produce the consequences of our lives. Peter Drucker said, “Time is the scarcest resource and unless it is managed, nothing else can be managed.” 

Somebody once tried to frighten the cowboy entertainer Will Rogers by asking him, “If you knew you had only forty-eight hours to live, how would you spend them?” The wise Rogers replied, “One at a time.” Seeing each day as a gift from God will help us use it properly. 

Prayer: Lord, help me to sow my time wisely. Amen. 
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Week 1—Thursday: Time Wasters 
Scripture: “Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.” (Psalm 90:12) 

T

 he lack of goals, priorities, and plans contributes to a loss of time. There are other time wasters, such as procrastination, excess television and/or computers, wrong priorities, and never saying “no.” All these habits steal time and keep us from pursuing the best God has for us. 

What are we doing with our time? We are often less productive than we want to be because we are trapped in the “emergencies” of the moment. Possibly one of our biggest problems with controlling our time is letting the urgent crowd out the important, which has been termed the “tyranny of the urgent.” Those things that confront us the most loudly are likely not the most important. Stephen Covey said, “Urgent matters are usually visible…They’re usually right in front of us and often they are easy, pleasant, fun to do, but so often they are unimportant.” When we allow ourselves to get wrapped up in urgent things, we can feel stressed, impatient, strained, and often empty. 

Having our goals and priorities in place will help us not to get bogged down in the urgent and less important things. When we fail to prioritize, we are deciding not to make needed decisions as to what is important and what is not. Self-discipline helps us keep our priorities straight. If we are too busy to attend church or pray or too preoccupied to read God’s Word, we need to take another look at our priorities. The primary consideration in the use of time is to do the will of God and to live in harmony with God’s plans for us. With God’s help, we can avoid a hurried lifestyle which interferes with an intimate relationship with Jesus. 

Prayer: Father, help me to prioritize wisely my time. Amen. 

Week 1—Friday: Waiting on the Lord 
Scripture: “I waited patiently for the Lord; He turned to me and heard my cry.” (Psalm 40:1) 

W

 e have been emphasizing the need to make every moment count and the importance of using our time in significant and worthwhile ways. Action has been the key in our discussion so far, but sometimes the best use of time may not be to go forward with haste but rather to pause and wait. God knows the best time for everything. If we desire to walk with Him, we will follow His instructions, even if it means waiting. What we want to do or desire to have may be acceptable to God, but God’s timing could be different than ours. If He tells us to slow down and wait, He does this for our benefit. We need to trust Him and wait for His direction. 

With our limited insight and insistence on having things now, we are likely to question God’s timing. God only wants what is good for us, and that may include waiting. "Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.” (Psalm 27:14).   Our timing needs to be God’s timing.  God acts on behalf of those who wait for Him. God may not tell us why He is asking us to wait, but we can be assured He is listening. 

God may want us to wait for one of several purposes. He knows that, at times, to give us something immediately could be harmful for us. We could be unprepared to receive that for which we have prayed; we may have improper motives or need stronger faith. He may have a much better plan in mind. God is in control, and we know that He will not grow tired or weary of providing for us (Isaiah 40:28b). 

Prayer: Lord, Give me patience as I wait for You to provide what is best for me. Amen. 
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