Children’s message - Week 2
Props:  a handful of seeds and a pot in which to place the seeds

Text:  2 Corinthians 9:6

What do you see in my hand?  (Show the seeds in your hand to the children and allow them to answer.  You may even tell them what kind of seeds you have.)  What happens to this seed (Pick up one seed and hold it up for all the children to see.) if I plant it in the ground?  (Let children respond.)  How many plants will I get if I put one seed into the ground?  What if I plant two seeds?  What about three seeds?  (Allow the children to answer after each question and continue the questions until you’ve used all the seeds you have.)  

The more seeds that I put into the ground, the more plants I get.  Agree?  (Give children time to grasp your concept.)  Another word for planting is “sowing” and another word for picking is “reaping.”  The Bible uses these two words, but it doesn’t mean just plants.  

What the Bible says is, “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously” (2 Corinthians 9:6).  The Bible here is talking about us.  What this verse tells us is that if we spend time and effort in developing our abilities and talents they will grow.  For example, if you want to learn to play the piano some day you have to sow a lot of time and effort in practicing so you can play.  In the same way, if you want to play tennis, you must sow your time practicing.  In anything that is important to you, you have to sow your time and energy to make it happen.

God gives us our talents, and, interestingly, one of the best ways to thank Him is to develop our talents by sowing the needed time and effort.   A second way is to use our talents in ways that give Him honor and glory.   So in your prayers thank God for the talents that you have and ask Him to show you ways to use them to help others.

Let’s pray:  Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for loving us.  Thank You for the talents You give us.  Help us to show our gratitude by developing them and using them so they can be used to extend Your Kingdom and to help others.  In Your holy name we pray.  Amen. 
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