Bearing Fruit

for Jesus
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Bible Study 1
1.   John 3:5.  Water refers to Baptism during which we receive the Holy Spirit.

      Romans 6:3-5.  Baptism is a means by which we enter into a relationship with Jesus. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, we are reborn.


Titus 3:4-7.  Baptism is a means of our rebirth.

2.
Gardner:
 God


Vine: 
Jesus


Branches: You and I


In the analogy of bearing fruit in nature, the Gardner (God) provides all that is needed for trees and vines to bear fruit.  He supplies the seeds, water, and nourishments for the plants to grow.  He cuts down trees, vines, or branches that don’t bear fruit.  In order for trees, vines, or branches to bear more fruit, He prunes.


Jesus is the Vine.  The Vine supports the branches.  Branches connected to the Vine receive nutrients needed to bear fruit.  If the branches become disconnected, they lose their ability to bear fruit.


The branches bear the fruit.  As long as there is a good connection, fruit will come.

3.
John 15:1-17.  Fruit comes from a new life in Christ.  Because Jesus lives in us, we no longer live for ourselves, but are willing to give up our lives in service to Him.  Abiding in Jesus enables us to bear fruit.

4.
Romans 7:4.  Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, the law has lost its hold on us.  We now belong to Jesus.  We have been freed to bear fruit.  Our union with Jesus compels us to serve Him which is seen in our fruit.

5.
Philippians 1:2-11.  When we abide in Jesus, we exhibit the fruit of righteousness, that is, we act in a Christ-like manner and we do the works God wants us to do.  Because we are in Christ, we begin to act in ways that reveal His nature.  

6.
Colossians 1:9-10.  Paul prays that God would so fill them with His knowledge and wisdom that they would be able to live lives worthy of the Lord by bearing fruit in every good work.

7.
Psalm 119:28, 107:


Being in God’s Word


Matthew 18:20; Hebrews 10:25:
Being in worship


John 6:53-56:


Partaking in the Lord’s Supper


Romans 10:17:


Hearing the Gospel


Galatians 3:26-27:


Through Baptism

8.
1 Corinthians 3:5-9.  As God’s fellow workers, we become His hands, feet, and mouth.  As His children, we have access to His resources, and His purpose becomes our purpose which is to share the Gospel with all people that they might be saved (1 Timothy 2:4).  In a partnership, we are united with God to reach the lost.  We plant and water, that is, share the Good News and disciple believers, but we rely on God to do His life-saving work.

9.
Ephesians 3:14-20.  When we tap into God’s strength, we can do extraordinary things.  Abiding in Jesus gives us His grace and power.  By His grace, our God gives us even more than we ask for.

10.
Titus 3:14. Paul exhorts us to do “what is good” that we might provide for ourselves and be productive with God’s gifts to us.

11.
When others see the good works that we do, they see God at work within us which gives God glory.  When asked about any aspect of our Christian lives, we have opportunity to witness to God’s power within us (1 Peter 3:15).

12.
James 2:14-17.  Good works give evidence to faith.  If there are no good works, faith is dead.
Bible Study 2

1.
Personal response.

2.
Personal response.

3.
Time and opportunity wasted can never be recalled.  What we don't sow can't be reaped.  On the other hand, giving time to our churches, to our families, and to our neighbors and using the opportunities God gives us for service will reap harvests immeasurable.

4.
Ephesians 5:15-17.  Paul urged his readers to make wise use of every opportunity.

5.
Personal response

6. 
Personal response

7.
1 Peter 4:10.  The Holy Spirit gives to each of us at least one talent which we are to use for the common good.

8.
Personal response

9.
2 Corinthians 9:8.  Personal response.  Noticeable in this verse are the superlatives: all grace, all things, all times, all that you need, every good work!  What can we learn here is that God does it all!

10.
We can be saying "no" to God.  It can be that we don't trust God to provide the resources needed for the work He's called us to do.

11.
Matthew 28:20.  Jesus promised to be with us forever.  We are not on our own to do the work God calls us to do.

12.
The processes of self-evaluation, self-development, and self-involvement (see pages 27 and following) will help us to be equipped to serve God and His kingdom through the employment of our gifts.

13.
2 Corinthians 9:13.  The ultimate result of our service is that God will be praised for our obedience and generosity.

Bible Study 3

1.
Luke 16:19-31.  Hoarding our money reflects lack of faith in God's provision and undue concern for our own security.  As we stockpile our resources, we will begin to place our confidence in our money and find our security in what we own instead of depending on God to provide for our needs.  Wise use of our money, giving some, saving some, and using the rest with discretion and good judgment, shows appreciation for the gifts that God has given us

2.
When we acknowledge that God is the source of all we are and have, then all of life's decisions and choices affect our relationship with our heavenly Father.  The Christian life is not one that can be compartmentalized.  Just as “. . . whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it" (James 2:10), so it is with our financial lives.  If we are disobedient to God's direction regarding our finances, our spiritual life suffers, because we are sinning.

3.  
Your checkbook will show clearly what your priorities are.  "Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also" (Matthew 6:21).  Is all your money going to satisfy your temporal needs and desires, or are you giving God your firstfruits?

4.
God may make money available to us so that we may choose a certain career path or make a purchase, or He may choose to withhold those resources from us to deter us from that path.  We know from His Word that He will always provide for us so that we might be able to share with others (2 Corinthians 9:11).

5.
Unfortunately, many times prosperity leads us to forget God.  Joshua reminded the Israelites that God “. . . gave [them] a land on which [they] did not toil and cities [they] did not build . . ." (Joshua 24:13) and exhorted them to “. . . fear the Lord and serve Him with all faithfulness" (Joshua 24:14).  The people with one voice promised they would, but when the battles were over and "the livin' was easy," they forgot God.  Then adversity struck, and they again remembered the Lord Who had given them “. . . the ability to produce wealth, and so confirm His covenant . . ." (Deuteronomy 8:18).  Christians of today seem to follow the same path of calling on God when in need and going their own way, independent of Him, when their lives are going well.

 6.
When money itself is our goal, it becomes our treasure, and Jesus warned us that “…where your treasure is, there your heart will be also" (Matthew 6:21).  When money is the means to achieve the goal, it becomes a tool that God gives us to use to be a blessing to others (Romans 12:13; Hebrews 13:16; 2 Corinthians 9:11). 

7.
The lure of money is strong.  We educate ourselves with the hopes of obtaining a job in which we can earn a lot of money.  We watch the market and invest our money hoping it will earn a big profit.  We store our money away, thinking that when we have "enough" of it, we will be secure.  Solomon himself was very wealthy and at least struggled with, if he did not succumb to, the temptation to place his hope in his money.  It is true, he said, money is a shelter as wisdom is a shelter.  Money is handy to have.  However, he continued, only wisdom is life-preserving.

8.
1 Corinthians 16:2.  You are to give proportionately according to your income and regularly

9.
Proportionate giving is based on one's income.  We are asked to give according to what we have, not according to what we don't have (2 Corinthians 8:12).  The tithe is ten percent of one's gross income.

10.
When our hearts are enlightened by God's grace, we are eager to do His good works.

11.
Luke 6:38 – If we give generously, we will receive even more generously.  If we are not generous, we should not expect to receive blessings.


Luke 12:48 – The more abundant the gifts God gives us, the greater is our responsibility to use them in service to others.


2 Corinthians 9:11 – There is no excuse for anyone not to share what He has been given, for God promises to make us rich so that we might be able to give to others.

Malachi 3:8 – When we do not give our tithes and offerings, we are robbing God of what actually belongs to Him

12.
Personal response.

13.
Personal response.
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