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MINNESOTA NORTH

VBS at Trinity, Isle

The Minnesota North District wel-
comed all the new church work-
ers from the previous year at the 

annual New Church Worker Orientation 
Aug. 2-3. The event was held at the dis-
trict offices in Brainerd. It served as an 
opportunity for new workers and their 
spouses to connect with one another. 

Beyond strengthening their sense 
of fellowship, the event familiarizes 
incoming pastors, teachers, DCEs, lay 
ministers, deaconesses and other church 
workers with the overarching mission of 
the district, its officers and the resources 
the district offers to help each worker in 

carrying out his or her vocation.

This latter goal was clear throughout 
the orientation as the new workers were 
introduced to district officers such as the 
congregational care counselor and the 
district facilitator. They were also given 
a variety of practical information about 
health care, tax planning, constitutional 
matters and youth and lay resources.

This year, the Minnesota North District 
has been blessed to receive a variety of 
new workers. Eight pastors and their 
families have come into the district: the 
Revs. Keith Brustuen and wife Sheila, 

serving at St. Paul’s, Montevideo; Mat-
thew Canion and wife Kimberly, serving 
at Redeemer, Willmar; Daniel Lewis and 
wife Dr. Lorelii, serving at Joy, Cam-
bridge; Dean Rager and wife Nicole, 
serving at Nicolai and Zion, Camby; 
Timothy Schiller and wife Laura, 
serving at Good Shepherd, Alexandria; 
David Walsh serving at Redeemer and 
Christ, Menahga; Keith Weise and wife 
Elizabeth, serving Lutheran Church of 
the Good Shepherd, Sauk Rapids; and 
Robert Wentzel and wife Deon, serving 
at Trinity, Bemidji.

The district also welcomes DCE Mat-
thew Carlson, serving at Trinity, Bemidji; 
teacher Martha Fritz, serving at Zion, 
Alexandria; teacher Mark Meyer, serving 
at Our Savior’s, Crookston; and lay 
minister Caleb Kunze, serving at Love of 
Christ, St. Cloud.

From left, are (front): the Rev. Dean Rager, the 
Rev. Donald Fondow, Sheila and the Rev. Keith 
Brustuen, the Rev. Tim and Laura Schiller, Martha 
Fritz, Mark Meyer; (back) the Rev. David Walsh, 
Caleb Kunze, the Rev. Daniel Lewis, Matthew 
Carlson, the Rev. Keith Weise, the Rev. Dr. Larry 
Harvala and the Rev. Jeff Lee.

“A Mighty Fortress” was the theme for the 
summer VBS program at Trinity, Isle. Kids and 
volunteers learned throughout the week how 
God is our fortress who protects us through 
all life’s perils and saves us from sin and death 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

The program also includes a yearly mission 
project. This year, the participants raised $1,000 
to support Concordia Gospel Outreach, an 
organization that provides Bibles and Christian 
story books in people’s primary languages to in-
ner-city children, Native Americans and children 
across the country.
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Trinity 
helps 
feed 
the 
hungry

Folks who hail from South Dakota 
may know about a program that’s 
been running in the South Dakota 

District since 2002, Main Street Living.

Like every good idea, this one was 
cooked up over coffee: broadcast a 
local Lutheran congregation’s worship 
service on television each week. With 
some help from the Aid Association for 
Lutherans (now Thrivent Financial), 
this idea became a reality. Main Street 
Living is a weekly program designed 
especially for individuals who are phys-
ically unable to attend church. The pro-
gram features a pastor leading a short-
ened worship service that includes a 
sermon. By 2008, a new segment, Kid’s 
Crossing, had been added following the 
worship service. This segment follows 
Concordia Publishing House’s Growing 
in Christ Sunday-school curriculum.

The idea sounded so good and seemed 
to be so well received that, as of 2017, 
the Minnesota North District has part-

nered with the North Dakota District 
to produce and air a similar program 
called Main Street Living North. At this 
time, the districts are cooperating to 
jointly produce their own programs on 
the same model as the original pro-
gram.

Every Sunday at 10 a.m., residents of 
eastern North Dakota and western 
Minnesota can tune into any of four 
FOX affiliated stations (KVRR Far-
go-Moorhead 15.1; SBRR Thief River 
Falls-Grand Forks 10.1; KJRR James-
town 7.1; KNRR Pembina 12.1) to watch 
a weekly worship service led by a pastor 
from the Minnesota North or North 
Dakota district and music from the 
Main Street Living Choir. Kid’s Cross-
ing follows at 10:30 a.m. For those who 

don’t happen to have access to these 
stations, all of the episodes can  
be watched online at mainstreet 
livingnorth.com.

The program has been well received 
thus far and reaches many home- and 
hospital-bound folks. Therefore, the 
Minnesota North and North Dakota 
districts are eager to continue to sup-
port this programming.

Funding for the $925 cost per episode 
comes primarily from three sources: 
congregational donations, individual 
member contributions and other view-
ers. If you or your congregation would 
like to learn more about Main Street 
Living North or would like to support 
this ministry, visit mainstreet 
livingnorth.com.

Welcome to 
MAIN STREET

Members and friends from Trin-
iTy, isle, recently participated 
in a mission project at Feed My 

Starving Children (FMSC), a Christian 
non-profit organization based in Coon 
Rapids. The goal of the organization is 
to provide nutritionally complete meals 
to malnourished children throughout 
the world. The meals are specially 

formulated by FMSC to meet the 
nutritional needs of the populations 
they are meant to service. The meals 
are all hand packaged by volunteers 
in order to create a more personal 
connection to the process of feeding 
those in need.

Trinity volunteers packed 134 boxes. 

This amounts to 28,944 meals at 22 
cents per meal. These meals will be 
sent to the Dominican Republic, and 
will feed 79 children for a year. The 
114 workers concluded the day with 
pizza.

For more information about FMSC, 
visit fmsc.org.
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Send us 
your news

If you have any announcements, 
or if you would like to report on 
special events or human interest 
stories from your congregation or 
organization, please send submis-
sions to the.lutheran.witness@
mnnlcms.org. 

You may also mail your articles to:
Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
P.O. Box 12 
603 State 371 NW 
Backus, MN 56435 
attn.: Rev. Stephen Rutherford

T r i n i T y ,  F e r g u s  F a l l s

Above, on June 11, the congregation of Trinity, Fergus Falls, celebrated the 
30th ordination anniversary of the Rev. John Christensen. The Rev. Dr. Donald 
Fondow, district president, served as guest preacher. The Divine Service was 
followed by a special reception and program. From left, the Rev. Noah Rog-
ness, associate pastor; Diane and John Christensen; and Fondow. Right, on 
June 25, Trinity also recognized the Rev. Roger Lange (left, with Rogness, for 
his 14 years of faithful service as the assistant pastor. A coffee hour was held 
in his honor following the Divine Service.

Celebrating faithful service

In order to help congregations and 
circuits in the Minnesota North District 
commemorate the 500th anniver-
sary of the Reformation, the 
Confessional Lutherans 
for Christ’s Commission 
(CLCC) would like to 
announce that they 
offer a free program 
to help circuits host a 
seminar on the Refor-
mation.

The program would pro-
vide circuits with every-
thing needed to prepare, pro-
mote and present a circuit-wide 
seminar focused on the history and 
implications of the Reformation and 
especially the Lutheran Confessions. All 
materials are offered free of charge, and 
aim at building a full-day style seminar 

that concludes with break-out sessions 
focused on the relevance of the Refor-

mation to personal and congrega-
tional life.

For more information, vis-
it theclcc.org/500anniv.

The CLCC is an LCMS 
Recognized Service 
Organization. Its 
purpose is to serve as 
a resource for congre-

gations to build a more 
knowledgeable laity in 

order that Lutherans might 
better understand the Luther-

an faith, more confidently witness 
to others, grow as congregations and 
preserve a confessional heritage.

For more information about the CLCC, 
visit theclcc.org.

CLCC has FREE RESOURCES 
for Reformation seminar
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Waiting for the harvest
“The earth produces by itself, 
first the blade, then the ear, 
then the full grain in the ear.” 
Mark 4:28

Is your harvest coming in or are you still 
waiting? If you have a vegetable garden, 
you planted some seeds, watched for the 
first tender shoots and, by this time, have 
either enjoyed some of the fruits or are 
getting impatient for things to fully ripen. 
For green beans, you’ve had to wait at least 
50 days; for sweet corn, the wait is between 
75 and 85 days; you may have had to wait 
10 weeks for cucumbers; and for squash or 
potatoes, you might still be waiting! Gar-
deners have to be patient. So do Christians.

How long does it take for the seed of 
the Word to bear the fruit of faith? It 
will, as Jesus taught in His parables of 
the Sower, the Wheat and the Tares, 
and others. Sometimes we can be dis-
appointed after we’ve sown the seed of 
God’s Word and shared the Good News 
of forgiveness in Christ Jesus, and we 
don’t see spiritual growth right away. 

But trust the Lord of the harvest to be 
doing His work as promised, even as 
we cannot see what the Spirit is doing 
“underground.” Sow the seed, water the 
plants and pray to the Lord of the Harvest 
to send laborers into the harvest field 
(Matthew 9). We have the Church’s work 
to do, but we cannot control the seed’s 
germination, growth or fruit. Yet, in time, 
we will be blessed by the Spirit’s work and 
the fruitfulness of the Gospel message. 

“I planted, Apollos watered, but 
God gave the growth.” 1 Cor. 3:6

Plant, water, and pray. The Word is always 
working, and the Spirit is always producing 
the fruit of the Kingdom’s harvest. Even 
our gardens declare the Lord’s message 
of patience and trust. Enjoy the harvest!

Rev. Matthew Vrudny
Park Region Pastoral Counselor

LWML Sunday 2017
The first Sunday in October is traditionally set aside for 
the observation of LWML Sunday, but it may be cele-
brated at any time. 

The service was written by the Rev. Dr. Lawrence R. 
Rast Jr., president of Concordia Theological Seminary, 
Fort Wayne, Ind.

A full worship service is available for download at lwml.
org/lwml-sunday. As many pastors prefer to tailor their services to their con-
gregation’s needs, the sermon, litany and children’s sermon can also be down-
loaded separately and may be inserted in any worship service where needed.

The young Woman represenTaTives 
attending the 2017 LWML 37th 
Biennial Convention in Albuquerque, 
N.M., in June were Victoria (Tori) 
Nerud of Lord of the Lakes, Forest 
Lake, and Nicole Beyersdorf of St. 
John’s, Villard.

“To all the women who supported us 
through this and made it possible for 
us to go as Young Woman Represen-
tatives, we were able to meet other 
young women from around the coun-
try and almost every lady we met at 
the convention was loving, supportive 
and encouraging,” Nerud said. “Going 
to an LWML convention helped to 
impress upon me the broader scope 
of the LWML as a whole, and it is a 
beautiful thing. Thank you!”

“The experience at convention got me 
excited about the LWML and what 
women across the country are doing 
for our church,” Beyersdorf said. “I’m 
grateful that the LWML Minnesota 
North District gave me the oppor-
tunity to see what the LWML looks 
like on a larger scale. I hope through 
the Holy Spirit’s guidance, our local 
society and zone can reach out to our 
communities with Christ’s mercy and 
love in meaningful ways.”

Read more about their thoughts and 
experiences in the 2017 summer issue 
of the Minnesota Northern Light 
newsletter. Download a copy at  
lwmlmnn.org, under the “Publica-
tions” link.

From left, Nicole  
Beyersdorf, District  
President Marilyn Hiltel 
and Tori Nerud.

YWRs at 
convention


