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1 Corinthians 1:18 (NKJV)  
“The Power of God” 

 
18  For the message of the cross  

is foolishness to those who are perishing,  
but to us who are being saved  

it is the power of God. 
 

Foolishness – there doesn’t seem to be any shortage of that in our world today.  If you have watched 
the News of recent weeks, I believe you would have seen a lot of foolishness.  Millions of people watch the 
lunar eclipse.  One report from Washington State of people wearing tin foil hats to protect them from the 
enslaving forces of the eclipse.  All the people who fell under the shadow of the eclipse without the tin foil 
hats would be enslaved to those who had the tin foil hats.   

Racism – a foolish, but deadly battle over skin color and the supremacy of one race over another.  
Growing up in Southern Minnesota, I remember singing in Sunday School, “Red and yellow black and white, 
they are precious in His sight.  Jesus loves the children of the world.”  Or “He’s got the whole world, in His 
hands…”  But when you watch what is going on in our world, you have to question, “Where is God?”  God 
hasn’t left.  God promises, “Never will I leave you, never will I forsake you.”  (Hebrews 13:5).  Jesus says; “Lo, I 
am with you always to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20)   If anyone has separated from God, it is by 
their own doing.  I know my mother, who is 82 years old, when she watches the news, she is convinced, Jesus 
is coming soon.  She also says that we are in this mess because we have taken God away from our society.   

Sin has been with us since the Garden of Eden when Adam and Eve ate the fruit of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil.  Death entered this world.  In the curse, God pronounced that there would be 
enmity between the serpent and people.  The husband would rule over the wife and yet her desire would be 
for her husband, in pain she would bear children.  To the man he said he would live by the sweat of his brow, 
thorns and thistles would come up in the fields.  Dust you are and to dust you shall return.  With sin came 
struggle and division.  Cain killed his brother Abel.  Those old Patriarchs of the faith were all sinners.  None of 
them achieved any special place because they were perfect people who never sinned.  But, they believed and 
it was counted to them as righteousness. 

Every one of us face the struggle of sin.    Or, at least, it should be a struggle.  As Paul wrote in Romans 
– the Good that I would, that I do not.  That which I would not, that I keep on doing.  What a wretched man I 
am.”  (Romans 7:24)  He asked, How can we who died to sin, continue to live in it?   But, a world that ignores 
God, that tries to push Him into a corner that is out of sight and out of mind, may live in a way that seems to 
be a counterfeit freedom.  They think they are doing their own thing, but in reality, they are slaves to their 
own sinful nature.  They live by their sinful appetites.  They live for themselves.  In that world, there is more 
conflict, more division.  There is no striving to live at peace with one another. 

This past month, there was a special story on TV about Iceland and how they have almost eradicated 
Down’s syndrome from their country.  Truth is, they have not eliminated Down’s syndrome, they have 
eliminated people with Down’s syndrome.  They celebrate this as some great accomplishment.  Imagine if they 
would have said that we have eliminated race division by aborting everyone of color.  Or we strongly 
counseled people who had the gene that makes people more susceptible to being fat – or all red heads – or all 
boys or all girls to eradicate those things from their society?   

What is the answer to all of our problems?  Christ.  We preach Christ and Him crucified.  To the world 
that seems so foolish.  How can a man who died on the cross do anything for us today?  How does that 
foolishness help anyone? 

The foolishness of the cross is the power of God.  All of us were dead in our trespasses and sins.  All of 
us were condemned for our sin.  But we have a loving God who came into this world to take on our flesh.  He 



lives the life we were supposed to live, in perfect obedience to His Father in heaven.  He who knew no sin, 
became sin for us.  The Wage of sin is death and because all have sinned and all have fallen short of the glory 
of God, we were all facing death.  But the sinless Son of God dies our death, he pays the price of our sins.  
Jesus died on the cross under the weight of our sins – each and every sin of each and every person in this 
world, past, present and future.  As John 3:16 says; “For God so loved the world, that He gave His one and only 
Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”   

Jesus died for the sins of the whole world.  I think about the people of this world, especially the 
notoriously evil people you can think of in history as I read this passage from John 3 – I think, God so loved 
Adolph Hitler… or God so loved Saddam Hussien … Or God so loved … (put in the name of someone that you 
find difficult to love).  Jesus died for every individual who is living and ever has lived and will live.  But, they 
only have the benefit of His death if they believe by the power of the Holy Spirit, that His death on the cross 
covered the guilt of their sin.  John 3 says, whosoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.   

How can they hear unless someone is sent?  Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.  I 
have cringed when parents tell me that they are going to let their children decide for themselves what they 
will believe in.  They use that as some sort of excuse for not being actively involved in a church.  We don’t 
want to push them or force them …. But you are willing to have them condemned to hell?  Jesus says I am the 
Way, the Truth and the Life and no one comes to the Father apart from me.  There isn’t any other way to 
heaven except through the cross of Jesus.  Jesus paid the price of sin so that we can be clothed with the 
righteousness of Jesus as sons and daughters of the King of kings! 

Matthew 28 commands the Christian Church to Go and Make disciples of all nations by baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and then it also says, teach them all that I have 
commanded you.   

Scripture says that we are to teach God’s Word and meditate upon it when we rise, when we go to 
bed, as we go our way through the day.  Meditating on God’s Word isn’t something we are supposed to do 
just on Sunday mornings – it is supposed to take place moment by moment, day by day.  Our life is to be in 
communion with God constantly as He tells us – pray without ceasing. 

One of the ways we have been doing this in our church body through the years has been through the 
blessings of our Christian Day schools.  To the world, it may seem foolish that we spend money to operate 
schools when there are public schools available.  We justify it by saying we can teach the religious stuff in 
Sunday School and confirmation classes and at home.  Save your money.  Congregations that I have worked 
with that struggle to keep the doors of the school open, the human reason says, we can just have someone 
teach religion.  But that misses the point.  The blessing of the Christian Day school is that God is active in all 
subjects, not just a religious instruction class during the week.  God is the author of math and inspired writers 
to produce works we read, the music we sing, the arts.  God created the heavens and the earth and laid its 
foundations so that we can see the wonders of God’s creation in science.  We are introduced to His order and 
His perfection.  Teachers can love their students in Christ and offer up prayers for them and with them 
throughout the day.    These Christian mentors have the opportunity to offer their counsel and aid from that 
unique Christian perspective that the public schools cannot.   

The number of our Christian day schools are dwindling.  Many continue to struggle to keep doors open.  
In the Minnesota North District, we have 7 Christian Day Schools that continue to provide Christian Education.  
A Few years ago, an instrument to help support our Christian Day Schools was put into place that is called the 
Cross Appeal.  Members of Christian congregations may support the work being done by these Christian Day 
schools.  Today we ask for your help by contributing to this cause financially, but also prayerfully.  Pray for our 
schools and the teachers.  Prayerfully consider any opportunity to support the Christian Education of our 
youth.   

I know, to the world, this seems foolish.  I think there are probably some of you in our churches who 
may think this is foolish as well.  “Why should I support the schools in other congregations?  We don’t have 
any benefit from it.”  I will contend, it is one of those mission opportunities that we have.  Right now, the 
United States is the 3rd largest mission field in the world.  We have gone from church attendance in the 1960’s 



of 60% to 17% of our population today attends church.  In religious identification surveys, the group that is 
growing are the NONES – no religious affiliation.    We have scrubbed God out of our public schools and out of 
the public square.  Many people in our world today think that you can only express your faith in the church.  
Many of the Christian Day schools that we operate have several children who come from unchurched families.  
WE have the opportunity to share the message of the cross to young people who have not been exposed to 
that saving message. 

I pray that you will support our Christian Day schools.  I pray that you continue to study the Word daily, 
moment by moment and that you display in all that you say and all that you do, the wonders of His glory that 
the power of the cross may be evident in all that you say and do.  To God be the Glory.  Amen. 


