
 

 

 

LCMS’ MINISTRY TO THE ARMED FORCES  

Greetings in the name of 

Jesus from Chaplain 

Aaron Bell and family! 

During the past two and a 

half years, I’ve been 

blessed to serve as an 

LCMS Navy Chaplain for 

the Seabees. As I write 

this, I am deployed for 

the second time to Rota, 

Spain, along with Naval 

Mobile Construction 

Battalion ONE.  

It’s great to be back in 

Rota, serving the 

Seabees, supporting the 
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US Military, and 

ministering to many who 

are in need of God’s 

grace.  

This is a newsletter to 

share that experience 

with you. 

THE CORNERSTONE 

In this photo, I’m laying block alongside another Seabee on an island in Micronesia. 

Making visits to the Seabees in isolated areas is one of the ways I minister to my 

Seabees. It’s awesome to be able to say that somewhere in the middle of the Pacific, 

there is a tiny island with a medical clinic I helped build. 

     While laying block, I learned first-hand the importance of the cornerstone.  

    We used a string stretched from one corner block to the other as a point of 

reference for laying straight blocks. If the corner stone was off, the wall would have 

been crooked, and may have collapsed over time. That gives a whole new meaning to 

Christ as our cornerstone! He is our point of reference, by His gracious forgiveness on 

the cross, by His resurrection promise, by his eternal Word that guides us daily. 
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If you’re 

interested in 

reading a news 

story about my 

Micronesia 

visit, you can 

see it here: 

https://www.mc

a-

usa.org/2017/0

3/nmcb-1-

builds-health-

clinic-in-

micronesia/ 

Do you have a 

loved one in the 

Military and would 

like to get him or 

her in touch with 

an LCMS 

Chaplain? 

Learn more about 

the LCMS’ ministry 

to the Armed Forces 

here: 

https://www.lcms.or

g/ministry-to-the-

armed-forces 

Or Call: 

800-248-1930 Ext. 

1337 (toll-free) 

 

tel:(800)%20248-1930
tel:(800)%20248-1930


Wardroom: A Great Team 

 

Over the past two and a half 
years, I have served with 
several Navy Officers  

That seems like a short time. 
However, in the military, it’s not. 
Now, I’m actually the “Old Guy” 
in the group. Everyone who was 
here when I started has already 
left for other duty stations within 

the US Navy. That is both the 
blessing and the curse of serving 
in the military. You’re always 
meeting new people and you’ll 
never be in one place long 
enough to get bored. That’s a 
blessing.  

On the other hand, you have to 
say goodbye to good people 

more frequently than you 
would like.  

I am truly thankful for my 
time serving the Seabees 
with these officers. As we 
say in the Navy, “Fair 
Winds and Following 
Seas!” 

You can see a link 
to an article I 
wrote for the 
Coastline, the 
Base newspaper 
for Rota, Spain, 
here: 
https://issuu.co
m/navstarota/do
cs/13apr17web 
My article is on 
page 10. 
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One thing LCMS Chaplains 
get to embody is the 
incarnated nature of 
Christ’s ministry.  

Whether it’s in the field 
during an arduous training 
exercise, or traveling the 
world, LCMS Chaplains are 
blessed with the ministry of 
sharing Christ with others. 

Would you believe I’ve 
traveled around the whole 
world… again… this 
deployment? 

Seabees deploy to isolated 
dets around the world. 
Above I am with some 
fellow Officers and a Chief 
Petty Officers celebrating 
the Seabee Ball, March 4 of 
this year on the Island of 
Guam. 

Once again, it is an 
amazing opportunity to 
serve God and minister to 
the flock while traveling the 
world in the process!  

One unexpected blessing 
this deployment was to 
begin my deployment in 
Guam, where I met 
Chaplain John Thomson, a 
fellow LCMS Chaplain 
stationed in Guam. 

We enjoyed several weeks 
of team ministry supporting 
the Lutheran service at 
Naval Base Guam, as well 
as taking my Seabees on 
several hikes. 

After I left the Seabee 
Group in Guam, Chaplain 
Thomson was gracious 
enough to provide follow-on 
care for them in my 
absence for the rest of our 
deployment!    

Deck Plate Ministry Around the World                Ministry Around the World 
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MINISTRY DURING FIELD TRAINING EXERCISE 
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Top Left: I’m standing outside my snug one-person tent 

holding some great ministry resources I used during the 

exercise that were provided by LCMS’ Ministry to the Armed 

Forces. Top  Right: I’m visiting a fighting position, talking and 

trying to take their minds off the fact that they’ve been sitting 

in a pit for 10 hours. Bottom Left: I’m visiting an Entry 

Control Point (ECP.) That’s a .50 Caliber machine gun 

mounted behind me.  Bottom Right: I’m holding a field 

devotion with a group of Seabees, talking about faith and 

comparing faith in your teammates to faith in Jesus’ salvation.  
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THANKS BE TO GOD FOR THIS MINISTRY! 
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Above I'm standing with LCDR John Thomson, a fellow LCMS Chaplain 
who is stationed in Naval Base Guam. In addition to his other duties, he 
took care of a large detail of Seabees from my battalion this summer! 
Left: I'm preaching at the Lutheran service at Naval Station Rota. 

ON THE HOME FRONT… 

All dressed up! This past year we celebrated  our 11 Year 
Wedding Anniversary! None of this ministry would be possible 
without my beautiful, talented, and incredibly resilient wife, 
Jessie! 

This beautiful photo was taken by Jessie Bell, two days 
before I deployed. See more of my wife's amazing 
photography at:  
https://www.facebook.com/jessiebellphotography/. 
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This Summer I will be moving from 
NMCB ONE to First 
Reconnaissance Battalion, 1

st
 

Marine Division, Camp Pendleton, 
California. 

You can read more about that unit 
here: 
http://www.1stmardiv.marines.mil/U
nits/1ST-RECON-BN/  

1. From the BEES 
to the MARINES 

Please pray for us as my family 
and I transition from the 
Seabees to the Marines 

I am coming to the end of my time 
with NMCB ONE. I have received 
my next set of orders! 

Prayer Requests 
 

You can check out a Mother’s Day Video 

NMCB ONE did this past Mother’s Day 

right here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7rGS

Vf4LWo&feature=youtu.be 

 

 

 

 

You can contact me at: 
 
ChaplainAaronBell@gmail.com. 
 
Read a news article about me in Micronesia 
here: 
 
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/3275438/n
mcb-1-builds-health-clinic-micronesia 
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Figure 1 Cbaplain Hall (Left) relieves Chaplain Bell (right) as Chaplain of 
NMCB ONE. We teamed up here to help demolish a wall in Rota! 

Chaplain Hall (left) relieves Chaplain Bell (right) as Chaplain of NMCB 
ONE. Here we teamed up to help demolish a wall as part of a Seabee 
renovation project in Rota. I feel that the Seabees will be in good hands! 

http://www.1stmardiv.marines.mil/Units/1ST-RECON-BN/
http://www.1stmardiv.marines.mil/Units/1ST-RECON-BN/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7rGSVf4LWo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7rGSVf4LWo&feature=youtu.be
mailto:ChaplainAaronBell@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Prayers of 
Thanks for Family. 

Every day, especially on 
deployment, I thank God that I 
have a wonderful family home 
waiting for me. Please pray for 
their safety and sanity during 
our separation! 
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3. Prayers of Thanks for Friends…  

For all the friends and support we’ve had while in Gulfport, MS. The only bad thing about the blessings of good friends 
is the sadness of saying farewell. Nevertheless, our hearts are full of thanks for our friends here. God bless you all!! 
Please pray for us as we transition to Camp Pendleton!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


