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Dear Friends in Christ, 
In 2017 I celebrate 30 years in the ministry.  When I announced that 

God was calling me to be a pastor, my grandmother said she would never 
see me ordained.   It wasn’t that she didn’t want me to be a pastor, she 
just thought she was too old and would never see the day.  While I was 
still at Concordia College in St. Paul, she told me to go out and pick an Alb 
and she would pay for it.  My aunt and uncle, who were my baptismal 
sponsors arranged for a lady in their church to make my stoles.  They 
were excited that I was going to be a pastor.  A few years later, my mom 
and my grandmother boarded a train in Minnesota in late April to come 
out to Ft. Wayne to be at the Call Service.  My grandmother heard them 
announce that I would be the pastor of St. John Lutheran Church, Green 
Garden, Nebraska, Nebraska District.  After a few days, they headed back 
to Minnesota by train.  Within a few days of returning, my grandmother 
was in the hospital and she died of an aneurism that had burst.  Before I 
graduated from the Seminary, we loaded up our family and headed home 
for her funeral.  She passed while the pastors were away for the Minneso-
ta Pastor’s Conference at Madden’s on Gull Lake.  

 
It’s funny what you remember when you look back on milestones in 

your life.  In some ways it seems like that was just yesterday.  A couple of 
years ago, I attended an ordination/installation for a young man.  I was 
looking at his biography and it said that he was born in 1987, the year I 
was ordained.  Suddenly, I felt much older.  The Psalmist writes; 

 
14  For He knows our frame;  

He remembers that we are dust.  
15  As for man, his days are like grass;  

As a flower of the field, so he flourishes.  
16  For the wind passes over it, and it is gone,  

And its place remembers it no more.  
17  But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting  

On those who fear Him, And His righteousness to children's 
children,    Psalm 103:14-17 (NKJV) 

 
Time marches on. Generations come and go – but our God is ever-

lasting.  We still preach Christ and Him crucified.   As our frames become 

less stable, our eyes begin to fade, as we witness younger pastors taking   

                                       (continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 

on responsibilities in congregations to preach the same message we preached and the same message that 
was preached by so many generations of pastors before us, and there will be future pastors who will stand 
in those pulpits to share that same message until the trumpet sounds and all who have slept knowing 
Christ Jesus as their Lord and Savior will be raised up with all the saints to be gathered around the throne 
of the Lamb in His Kingdom.   

 

Looking back, it’s been a good journey.  There have been pains and sorrows as we struggled 
against the forces of evil and our own sinful flesh.  We have done foolish things in pride and arrogance.  
We stepped on toes and went nose to nose with some.  But there has been some wonderful things we 
have been privileged to witness through those years as well.  In hospital rooms with faithful families pray-
ing for recovery of loved ones, at bedsides of the faithful who were about to enter their eternal rest.  Con-
fessions and absolutions, weddings, baptisms, confirmations and other celebrations with brothers and sis-
ters in Christ.  We have had a constant and everlasting God who is with us through all of these things to 
share the joys and sorrows.  Our everlasting God holds up before us our sure and certain hope in a future 
that goes beyond this vail of tears to the eternal kingdom that is ours because our everlasting God took on 
flesh and blood, willingly submitted Himself to His Father in heaven to go to the cross, suffer and die in our 
place.  In His resurrection, we rejoice.  He paid the price, broke the chains of death and gives us an ever-
lasting life with Him.  To God be the glory. 

 
In His Peace, 
Rev. Jeffrey A. Lee 
Mission and Ministry Facilitator for Missions and Congregational Outreach 
Minnesota North District of The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod    

 

Rev. Kirk Schield Installed as Assisting Pastor  

at Christ Lutheran, Superior, WI 

Rev. Kirk Schield was installed 
as a Assisting Pastor at Christ 
Ev. Lutheran Church, Superior, 
WI on Sunday, March 5, 2017. 
 
Participating in the service 
were: 
From left—Front Row: Rev. 
Walter Lehenbauer, Rev. Kirk 
Schield, Dr. Donald Fondow, 
installer, Rev. John Knierim 
Back Row: Rev. Matthew Kohl, 
Rev. David Schoessow, Sr. Pas-
tor, and Rev. John Bonk 
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Megan Findlay Awarded 2017 MNN LCEF Scholarship 

 

Congratulations Megan Findlay! Megan is the 2017 Minnesota North District (MNN) Lutheran Church Extension Fund 

(LCEF) $1,000 Scholarship winner. She is a member of St. John Lutheran Church, Wheaton, Minnesota and will graduate 

from Wheaton Area Schools this spring. Megan plans to attend Minnesota State University of Moorhead this fall. 

“Throughout [Megan’s] high school education, she has continually demonstrated academic and athletic excellence, compas-

sionate leadership, and a steady commitment in all her endeavors,” wrote Wheaton Area Schools English/Language Arts 

Instructor Kathryn Minion. “She has been active in many civic and school organizations including Active Christian Teens, 

Family, Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA), Girls State, Student Council, and National Honor Society. 

She has learned compassion and has demonstrated a desire to work and teach. Her leadership is strong but gentle, and she 

has demonstrated a clear desire to put others first.” 

“Megan has a positive outlook on life,” wrote St. John’s Rev. Michael Breach. “Her career goal is to be a middle school 

math teacher, helping young teens understand math concepts more easily. Whatever Megan strives to do she will be hard-

working to achieve success. She will confidently reach her goals. Having known Megan and seen her dedication, desire, and 

hardworking personality, she will accomplish whatever her goals are.” 

MNN District LCEF is blessed to provide annual scholarships for active, faith-filled Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

(LCMS) students such as Megan. In her scholarship essay, Megan described the ministry of church extension like this, 

“LCEF has a biblical mission. This mission is our highest mission throughout life. We are called to proclaim Christ as our 

salvation, to be a light to the world. LCEF provides an opportunity through its mission to impact many people in a tremen-

dous way.” LCMS members invest in LCEF — those invested dollars support loans and services throughout the church 

body. For more information on how you can partner with the ministry of church extension, visit lcef.org or call 800-843-

5233. 

 

http://lcefuppermidwest.org/news-feed/2017/4/24/megan-findlay-awarded-2017-mnn-lcef-scholarship
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Rev. Dennis McManus Honored at  
Retirement Service 

 
On Sunday, April 30th, the congregation of St. Mark’s in Ben-
son, MN, hosted a recognition and retirement service and dinner 
in honor of their pastor, Rev. Dennis McManus.   
 
Pastor McManus has served St. Mark’s Lutheran Church as 
their pastor since 1996.  In retirement Pastor & Mary McManus 
will reside in New Germany, MN. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2017 Shepherds Canyon Retreat Schedule     www.ShepherdsCanyonRetreat.org  
 

Shepherd’s Canyon Retreat offers seven carefully designed days of individual, couple, and group Christian coun-
seling for no more than four couples (singles are welcome). Our emphasis is upon Christian professional church work-
ers including, but not limited to, pastors, missionaries, rostered teachers, directors of Christian education, deaconesses, 
and their spouses. 

The retreat begin with dinner on Tuesday evening and end with breakfast on the next Tuesday morning.  During this 
week a retreat participant will experience about 25 hours of counseling in group, couple, and individual settings. 

Retreat participants who arrive in Arizona by air, should plan flights which arrive between 10:00 AM and 3:00 PM and 
depart during the same time-frame.  Transportation from the Phoenix or Mesa airports is provided by SCR staff or vol-
unteers. 
 
All Shepherd's Canyon Retreats are held at Standing Stones Retreat Center located 15 miles west of Arizona's "cowboy 
town", Wickenburg, Arizona...90 minutes from the Phoenix airport.   The name of the place--Standing Stones--comes 
from Old Testament references to Samuel, Joshua, Jacob, and Moses who erected rock monuments to commemorate a 
great work of God's grace and mercy.  www.StandingStonesAZ.org.  
 

Retreat costs remain the same:  $3,500 for a couple; $2,500 for a single person.  Partial scholarship funds are available 
from the Synod and we are thankful for that. 
 
Schedule 
May 30-June 6, 2017     
August 15-21, 2017     
September 12-19, 2017     
October 17-24, 2017       
November 7-13, 2017 
November 28-December 5, 2017 

http://www.ShepherdsCanyonRetreat.org
http://www.standingstonesaz.org/
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500th Anniversary Reformation —2017 
  

You are invited to join Minnesota North and Minnesota South Districts and Concordia University St. Paul 

for the Reformation 500 Celebration 

on October 28-29, 2017. Reformation 500 weekend will be highlighted by a worship service in the Gangelhoff Center 

on Sunday, Oct. 29. The worship service will include a sermon from LCMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison, per-

formances from mass youth and adult choirs, instrumental ensembles and more. Other exciting events planned dur-

ing the weekend include a showing of the Tony-award winning play Luther, a display of Reformation archives, art ex-

hibits, and much more.  

For more information & registration go to:  www.csp.edu/destination500  

As part of the celebration we invite children, youth and adults to sing in three massed choirs during the Oct. 29th 

worship service.  Rehearsal schedules, music selec-

tions and choir registration can be found online at 

www.csp.edu/reformation500. 

 *   *   *   *  * 
 
 

Free resources can help congre-
gations celebrate  
500th Reformation anniversary 
 

The kit of downloadable resources is expected to be available this month (January) on the Synod’s Reformation-anniversary web-
site at lutheranreformation.org/resources. 
 

The resources may be customized to include the congregation’s name and contact information. 
 
Looking for ways for you or your church to celebrate the Reformation anniversary year? Or perhaps you’d like to join a celebration 
in your area? Check out the information below for ideas on hosting your own celebration, or join an event already taking place. - 
See more at: http://lutheranreformation.org/get-involved/ 
  
 

*   *   *   *   * 
 

Reformation Events in the Minnesota North District 
If you know of other Reformation 500 events that will be held in our District, please let us know so that we 
can include them in future issues of the Intercom/E-News.  Call the District office at 218/829-1781 or email 
mnndist@mnnlcms.org.   
 
 

http://www.csp.edu/destination500/
http://www.csp.edu/destination500/
http://www.csp.edu/reformation500/
http://www.lutheranreformation.org/resources
http://lutheranreformation.org/get-involved/
mailto:mnndist@mnnlcms.org
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Parish Nurse Gathering will be held on  
Friday, June 9, 2017 

“God’s Word In Music” 
 9:30am - 3:30pm  at Trinity Lutheran Church 
                     424 E. Gilman Street 
                     New York Mills, MN 56567 
 
Invited & Encouraged to attend:  Parish Nurses from Minnesota 
North and South and any RN or LPN interested in parish nursing 
are invited to a day of learning and sharing.  
 
There will be devotions, singing, educational sessions with CEU’s available. 
The cost of $5.00 will cover lunch and snacks. 
 
For more information and to register, please contact Gen Keranen, Parish Nurse at Trinity, 
Phone: (218) 385-2450 
e-mail: parishnurse@nymtrinity.org 
 

 
 
 
Plan to attend the LCMS Institute on Liturgy, Preaching and Church Music 

 

LCMS Worship's Institute on Liturgy, Preaching and Church Music will be 
held July 25–28, 2017 at Concordia University Chicago. This triennial 
event offers pastors, church musicians, and all who are passionate about 
the Church's worship an opportunity to be refreshed in Word, song, and 
prayer together with opportunities to grow in skills that enhance the joy 
of the people of God in the reception of His gifts. This year's Institute 
takes its cue from the upcoming Reformation anniversary with the 
theme: The Just Live by Faith—Make This Plain in Sermon, Service, 
Song. 
 

In addition to three keynote addresses, we'll have opportunity for daily study of the Word (featuring CUC President Dr. 
Daniel Gard), daily prayer services, two Divine Services (with new arrangements of Setting Five by Jacob Weber and Jona-
than Kohrs with LCMS President Matthew Harrison preaching the opening service and Dr. Gard the final one), a concert 
by the National Lutheran Choir from Minneapolis, a hymn festival featuring the hymns of Martin Luther, numerous 
breakout sessions for pastors and church musicians plus many others on general worship topics, and exhibitors with all 
kinds of wares and services. 
 

Registration will open mid-March via the Synod's website. Meanwhile, for more information, contact the LCMS at 
888.the.lcms (843-5267) or infocenter@lcms.org.   

mailto:parishnurse@nymtrinity.org
tel:843-5267
mailto:infocenter@lcms.org
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DOXOLOGY is for pastors who want to be better pastors. Better for their 

congregations, better for their families, better for themselves, better in their 

Savior's arms. 

Here's what pastors are saying about the DOXOLOGY Classic program:  

 "I have been better equipped to form, sharpen, and monitor goals relating to parish-

ioners, self, and family." 

 "The time of DOXOLOGY has renewed my zeal for the ministry and may have saved 

my ministry from ending." 

 "This training is excellent, the topics VERY practical. I have been refreshed, re-

newed, comforted, healed and equipped by the DOXOLOGY experience." 

 "Learning more of how to handle specific situations enables me to better serve in the 

church." 

"I am confident that what I have learned will allow me to be a better Christian, husband, 
father, and pastor."  
 

What will my members say? 
One part of the Classic program involves lay leaders from your congregation. Check out 

some of the feedback we've received from lay people who've attended:  

 "DOXOLOGY is the most amazing help our pastor has ever received. I’m the lay leader and now know why. This 
weekend retreat was better than any previous training we’ve had. I can’t wait to get back and share everything I 
learned this weekend with my church.  It matters! It helps! Thank you!" 

 "Through this event, I have a renewed vision that we must work harder than ever to help our pastors, supporting 
their duties." 

 "The sessions helped me understand the stress a pastor and his wife has 24/7. It enabled me to develop new ways 
to give/show support and give protection to my pastor. It has given me a new sense of respect and responsibility for 
the office of the ministry." 

 "Godly, professional, extremely helpful, encouraging and useful. My Board will find all of this valuable as we plan for 
the future."  

 

You want to know about the Classic program? 
The DOXOLOGY Classic program consists of three retreats: the Gathering, the Encore, and the Grand Reunion. Pas-
tors attend the Gathering alone for the foundation of the curriculum, but at the Encore they are joined by some of their 
congregation's lay leaders. At the Grand Reunion, pastors and their wives attend the retreat to enjoy mutual learning 
and refreshment. Click here to learn more.    
 

Pastors from the Minnesota North District are eligible to receive a $1000 grant graciously provided 
by the Minnesota North LWML.  Only five grants are available this year: ACT NOW!  
Contact Nancy Ewert, newert@doxology.us for details.   

*     *     *     *     *     * 
We do have other opportunities for you to get a taste of DOXOLOGY while sharpening your pastoral skills. This summer 
we are holding two stewardship conferences in conjunction with the LCMS office of National Mission. Consider joining 
us for our More than Giving Insight Conferences during June in Indiana or during September in Minnesota. 
 
Dr. Harold Senkbeil 
Dr. Beverly Yahnke 
Executive Co-Directors  

http://doxology.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=46b3bdd188c45c5a0946f9db0&id=946234a682&e=c1a233eb07
http://doxology.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=46b3bdd188c45c5a0946f9db0&id=69b59f1fb3&e=c1a233eb07
mailto:newert@doxology.us
http://doxology.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=46b3bdd188c45c5a0946f9db0&id=612b82caad&e=c1a233eb07
http://doxology.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=46b3bdd188c45c5a0946f9db0&id=b14e695f96&e=c1a233eb07
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Click here for the Preliminary Assignments and academic credit information. 

https://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/mnnlcms/attachments/106514/2017CTSFW-CE_StCloudMN-WENTHE__1_.pdf
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Main Street Living North Broadcasts 
JUNE UPDATE 

 

Our locally produced LCMS TV program, “MAIN STREET LIVING NORTH” is now in its 6th month of airing! 
We have already received many appreciative comments from viewers throughout the MN North and North 
Dakota Districts. We also need to continue to work at making our new worship program more known! This 
is where you as congregational members come in. Please share information about the program with family 
and friends; and especially now during the summer months when more traveling is taking place. Remem-
ber, if you can’t catch it on TV on Sunday morning, you can watch it anytime by going to 
www.mainstreetlivingnorth.com as all programs are archived on the website! The schedule of which pas-
tors are leading upcoming services is also posted.  
 
Email attachments of posters announcing the program have been sent to all congregations – and we ask 
you to consider stopping by the church office to pick some up to take along especially to nursing and as-
sisted living homes and shut-ins as you visit. We are also looking for a person from each congregation to 
serve as a MSLN Contact. If interested please mention this to your pastor or congregational secretary, or 
simply contact us at mainstreetlivingnorth@gmail.com.  
 
The program is aired at 10:00AM Sundays on the following FOX affiliated stations: (KVRR Fargo-Moorhead 
Channel 15.1, KBRR Thief River Falls-Grand Forks Channel 10.1, KJRR Jamestown Channel 7.1, KNRR Pem-
bina Channel 12.1, PLUS the cable and satellite systems carrying these stations). As you can imagine, pur-
chasing TV air time to broadcast this gospel program doesn’t come cheap. This program is financially sup-
ported through viewers and members of our LCMS congregations; and will depend mostly on us as LCMS 
members until greater viewership is established over time. Checks may be sent to “Main Street Living 
North”, 821-5th Ave. S., Fargo, ND 58103, or donate by Credit Card or your PayPal account at: 
www.mainstreetlivingnorth.com. (Add the note: “For MSL North”.) Thank you and God’s blessing in Christ! 
 
If May 7 did not work for your congregation to observing "Main Street Living North SUNDAY," please plan 
for another Sunday to celebrate and raise awareness of this television ministry.  Information is available on 
the District website. 
 
 
If you have any questions please feel free to contact either Ken Koehler at 701-429-3092 or dcekkoeh-
ler@ideaone.net or your District Office. Thank you very much. 
  
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mainstreetlivingnorth.com
mailto:mainstreetlivingnorth@gmail.com
http://www.mainstreetlivingnorth.com
https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/news
mailto:dcekkoehler@ideaone.net
mailto:dcekkoehler@ideaone.net
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New, free resource for Arabic outreach from Lutheran Heritage Foundation 
 

Open doors to conversation with Arabic-speaking immigrants or exchange students in your community with 
a new, free resource from the Lutheran Heritage Foundation: A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories, translated 
into the Arabic language. Available in hardcover and paperback, this colorfully illustrated collection of 60 
Old and New Testament Bible lessons is available free of charge to the ministries that need them. Call LHF 
at (800)554-0723 or email info@LHFmissions.org to order your copies. 

 
Free Pedal-Pump Organ 
 

The pictured pedal-pump organ was originally owned by Immanuel Lu-
theran Church, (Now combined Our Savior, Ogema, MN) and called Beau-
tiful Savior Lutheran Church, Callaway, MN.   
 
We are willing to give this pedal-pump to any congregation of the MNN 
District.  If that offer fails, we’d be willing to give it to any member of a 
congregation of the MNN District.  We are willing to haul it free to any 
congregation or member of a MNN congregation during the summer of 
2017 
 
We have a wonderful tradition of having one of our grand children play 
carols on it on Christmas Eve.  Yet, we’re willing to let that memory end. 
 
The bellows were restored in the late 1960’s and the organ stripped of its 
old varnish.  Somehow eight of its stops’ pull handles have been separated/

lost from it.  It is missing the attachment that rose above its top.  My wife remembers it having a mirror and shelves for 
candles.  A clue to its position is the small “step” at the rear of the top, left side. 
 
If interested, contact Neva & Ray Geweke  920-810-3092  rgeweke@new.rr.com 
 
 
 

Pews Available Soon 
 

Lord of the Lakes Lutheran Church, Forest Lake, MN, will begin an expansion/
remodeling project.  They have pews that will then become available.   The pews 
measurements are: 

 
26 pews 10 feet 8 inches (128 inches) 
14 pews 12 feet 2 inches (146 inches) - lighter  
1 pew (pastor)  4 feet 1 inch (49 inches) - lighter  
 
Pews would be available late summer or early fall 
as the expansion/remodel progresses.   Lord of the 
Lakes members are hoping that they will benefit a 
mission or a plant or another LCMS congrega-
tion.    
Pews are available at no cost - any donations would be out into our “Building 
Fund.”    
Pews would need to be picked up from our location (Forest Lake MN).   
 
Please contact Pastor Craig Bertram at Lord of the Lakes Lutheran Church, 
Forest Lake—651/462-3535 with questions or to make arrangements. 

mailto:info@LHFmissions.org
mailto:rgeweke@new.rr


    

  

     Minnesota North District Intercom / E-News 
 5/12/2017  Page 15 

 

Teaching the Faith: Sunday School 
 
Does your church offer “drive-by” Sunday school?  

 
Gone are the days of the little ones attending Sunday school and their parents 

attending a Bible class of some sort during that hour before or after church. Too 

often, if they are brought at all, children are dropped off for Sunday school. 

What can we do? How do we reach out to the young families who are getting 

their children, if not themselves, to Sunday school? How do we reach out to 

those who don’t even try? The most important thing is to give them an oppor-

tunity to learn about Jesus, but wouldn’t it be great if we could also connect to 

them in other ways?  

 

Most rural congregations struggle with small attendance numbers. Maybe in-

stead of seeing this as a struggle we should see it as an opportunity. Imagine 

the relationships that can be built when we can talk about the lesson and how 

it applies to our daily lives! Here are some thoughts on how to get children and families excited about Sunday 

school.  

 

We are directed in Prov. 22:6: “Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart 

from it.” The best way to do this is to lead by example. When we drop our children off for Sunday school we are 

sending an important message, but is this the message we want to convey? Do we want to train them to only be 

in God’s Word for an hour on Sunday or worse yet, teach them that once you can drive you do not need to be in 

the Word for even that hour? It is imperative to teach the importance of a lifelong faith that requires learning, 

studying, praying and fellowship with other believers. God created us to be in fellowship with one another, but as 

fallen human beings we think we can do it entirely on our own.  

 

There is also a lack of volunteers to teach Sunday school for a variety of reasons. What if we developed a ministry 

that would involve the whole family? We could provide an opportunity for families to learn about Jesus together 

and provide education/resources for this to spill over into every day of their lives. We could connect the widow 

with the young family, the single mom with the empty-nest parents whose grandchildren live in other states, or 

the military wife with the family who is living far away from their own family.  

 

Another challenge is creating excitement. Excitement is contagious, so it is important to find leaders who are ex-

cited about Sunday school ministry. This can be an even bigger challenge, but if people know the responsibility 

will not be entirely on them, maybe they will be more willing.  

 

God’s Word provides us with amazing curriculum, but how do you develop this in your congregation? Plan to join 

me in the conversation about Sunday school curriculum, creating excitement, intergenerational ministry and life-

long faith during the LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission webinar on Thursday, May 25 at 1:00 p.m. CST. 

 

 

 
Contributed by Angela Kollbaum, youth director, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Concordia, Mo. 

LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission supports and encourages rural and small town congregations in engaging 

their communities and growing together in Christ through Word and Sacrament.  If you have a good idea for out-

reach or a story you’d like to share so that we can share it with others, please email Amy Gerdts at 

amy.gerdts@lcms.org. Learn more about us at www.lcms.org/rstm ,by calling our office at 888-463-5127, by 

email at rstm@lcms.org  or “like” us on our facebook page at www.facebook.com/lcmsrstm. 
 

mailto:gerdts@lcms.org
http://www.spife.org
mailto:ruralmission@spife.org


    

  

     Minnesota North District Intercom / E-News 
 5/12/2017  Page 16 



    

  

     Minnesota North District Intercom / E-News 
 5/12/2017  Page 17 



    

  

     Minnesota North District Intercom / E-News 
 5/12/2017  Page 18 



    

  

     Minnesota North District Intercom / E-News 
 5/12/2017  Page 19 

 

 

 

 
 

Funding for Teachers Salaries at Good Shepherd Lutheran School, Cotton Tree 
 

Teachers at Good Shepherd Lutheran School, Cotton Tree, are paid between $65—$175 per month.  Perhaps you 
would like to support one teacher each month with prayer and funding. 
 

Contributions toward the salaries of the teachers and for support of students at Good Shepherd Lutheran School, 
Cotton Tree, Liberia should be sent to the Minnesota North District—LCMS 
     Earmark them for Cotton Tree Lutheran School—Teachers Salaries or Student Support 
     Send to the District at:  PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN  56401 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Mission Projects 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church & School,  

Cotton Tree, Liberia 

Cotton Tree Church & School 
Received  5/15-5/11/2017 

$38,746.43 
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Special Projects— Rev. James Kollie,  
Jamesetta Kollie & Gifty Kollie 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

You are encouraged to support the education funds for Rev. James Kollie, Jamesetta Kollie or 
Gifty Kollie.  Contributions should be sent to the Minnesota North District—LCMS 
     Earmark your gift(s) specifically and send to:  
    Minnesota North District 
 PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN  56401  

Jamesetta Student Aid 
Concordia University—St. Paul 

Received 5/15/16-5/11/17 
$2,907.39 

Gifty Student Aid  
Mayer Lutheran High School 
Received 5/15/16-5/11/17 

$2,136.00 

Pastor Kollie  
Education Fund 

Received 5/1/16-
5/11/17 
$ 853.48 
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Rev. Eddie & Melissa Hosch III serve the LCMS as career missionaries in Lima, 
Peru.  Pastor Hosch plants new churches and mission centers in Lima.  He works 
with and teaches new believers to develop into self-sustaining congregations of 
Word and Sacrament ministry that reach out with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
Pastor Eddie and Melissa have two children—Alexandria and Joseph—who join 
them on the mission field.  (Pastor Hosch formerly served as pastor of Gethsema-
ne, Snellman, MN) 
To see the Hosch’s LCMS Prayer & Giving Information—Click Here 
For the Hosch’s newsletter for  April —Click here. And May—Click here. 
 

 
Rev. Dr. Daniel and Dr. Joan Jastram serve as ca-
reer missionaries through the LCMS in northern Asia, based in Tokyo, Japan. (son of 
sainted pastor—Rev. Robert Jastram and Mrs. Phyllis Jastram, Underwood).  In this 
role, Rev. Jastram helps develop and implement a strategic mission plan for this area.  
He coordinates theological education opportunities and also supervises and evaluates 
theological educators throughout northern Asia.  When needed, Pastor Jastram teaches 
courses at Japan Lutheran Theological Seminary, Tokyo.  Before her missionary service 
in Asia, Dr. Joan Jastram worked as a clinical psychologist and plans to continue in this 
capacity. 
 
To see the LCMS Prayer and Giving Information—Click Here 
 

 Click here for the Jastram’s latest newsletter.  
 

 

Miss Julie McManus serves the Lord through the LCMS as GEO missionary in Kenya. 
(Julie is the daughter of Rev. Dennis McManus, emeritus.)  Julie helps other missionary 
families during their time of transition to life in Kenya and when they are taking language 
classes.  She helps with the early childhood-aged children in these families and supports 
the mothers who are taking care of these toddlers.  Julie also supports some of the 
schools sponsored by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya (ELCK).  Julie has a 
bachelor’s degree in early childhood education from the Univ. of Wisc.-Stout, Menomonie. 
 
To see Julie’s LCMS Prayer & Giving Information—Click Here. 
 Click here for Julie’s newsletter and/or blog.  Please note especially the need for financial 

assistance for the remainder of Julie’s service in order to be fully funded through 
2017.  Julie will complete her service in Kenya on May 31st. 

 
Rev. Matthew and Heather Ruesch and family serve as 
LCMS career missionaries in Puerto Rico.  (former pastor at Shepherd of the Lake, 
Garrison, MN.)  Pastor Ruesch serves as the pastor of Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Church in Mayaguez, Puerto Pico, an existing LCMS church plant.  He provides Word 
and Sacrament ministry to the congregation and directs evangelism and mercy efforts 
in the Mayequez community.  Pastor Matthew & Heather have three children—Isabella, 
Paul and Sofia—who are with them in Puerto Rico. 
 
For the Ruesch’s LCMS Prayer & Giving Information—Click Here. 
Click here for the Ruesch’s newsletter.  
 
 
 

Support for any of these missionaries can be sent to:  The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod, PO Box 66861, St. Louis, MO  63166-6861—with their name/country in the memo line of your check   

 or 
 Send to the Minnesota North District—LCMS, PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN—earmarked for the specific missionary. 

Special Projects— Missionaries 
with Minnesota North Connections 

http://prayercards.lcms.org/Hosch_Peru_April%202016.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/3a31ab27bb6b569d4316d3bc6/files/15025006-f349-4b37-9ed9-6ef6353d1379/HOSCH_NEWSLETTER.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/3a31ab27bb6b569d4316d3bc6/files/fd65e984-69a1-4a7d-8f40-20e179112d32/May_2017.pdf
http://prayercards.lcms.org/Jastram_Northern%20Asia_June%202015_FINAL.pdf
https://jastrams.files.wordpress.com/2016/04/marchapril-2017-newsletter2.pdf?utm_source=Jastrams+to+Japan+Newsletter&utm_campaign=ea571d5928-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_04_19&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ba47683df4-ea571d5928-157092589
http://prayercards.lcms.org/McManus_Kenya_June%202015_FINAL.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/a560bbe119b59c78b8f54aa46/files/7c8d954b-3851-4935-a416-314a68f80cf3/May_2017_Newsletter.compressed.pdf
http://prayercards.lcms.org/Ruesch_Puerto%20Rico_Oct%202015_FINAL.pdf
http://us8.campaign-archive1.com/?u=c3e869375c71c5d2826e325a8&id=8daff94958&e=19d95d7d89
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CANDIDATES RECEIVED 
CANBY/BOYD, Nicolai/Zion—Received Seminary Candidate Dean Rager (CTSFW) 
MENAHGA/WOLF LAKE, Redeemer/Christ—Received Seminary Candidate David Walsh (CTSFW) 
 
CALLING CONGREGATIONS   
ADA/, Zion (Interim Pastor—Rev. Gary Rehborg) & GREEN MEADOW, St. John (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. 

Dean Bell) 
BAGLEY, Redeemer (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Jim Meyer)   
BENSON, St. Mark’s  
CHISHOLM, Grace  (Vacancy Pastor – Rev. Brad Felix)   
ELBOW LAKE/HOFFMAN, Christ/Zion—(Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Bill Aufdenkamp)   
EVERGREEN, St. Paul (Frazee) - (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Jared Nies)   
GRAND MARAIS, Life in Christ  (Rev. Dean Rudloff retiring 6/4/17) 
HINCKLEY, St. Paul—(Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Vern Dorn)   
MINNESOTA NORTH DISTRICT—Mission and Ministry Facilitator (PLaN) Rev. Timothy Geitz, Le Mars, 

IA, declined Call. 
MONTEVIDEO, St. Paul (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Jack Baumgarn)  Rev. Ronnie Koch, Fredericksburg, IA., 

declined Call. 
PERHAM, St. Paul’s  (Rev. Carl Noble retiring 6/4/17) 
RICE, Shepherd of the Pines 
SAUK RAPIDS, Trinity (Rev. Paul Cloeter & Rev. Dave Strohschein retiring in 2017) 
SILVER BAY, Faith (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Dennis Schutte)  
VERGAS, St. John’s (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Del Stohs)  . 
WEBER (North Branch), St. John’s (Vacancy Pastor—Rev. Paul Anderson) 
 

OTHER CALLS AND CHANGES 
Rev. Brady Finnern (Messiah, Sartell) has declined the Calls to Calvary Lutheran, Topeka, KS and Our Re-

deemer, Eau Claire, WI. 
Rev. Alvin Jeske, em., transferred to IDE 
Rev. Timothy Nerud (Concordia, South Haven) received a Call to Immanuel, Mellen, WI. 
 

COMMISSIONED MINISTER CALLS AND CHANGES 
Alexandria, Zion—Call extended to CUW Candidate Martha Fritz—2nd grade teacher 
Our Savior’s, Crookston—Called Mark Miller, Alma, KS,  as 5th-6th grade teacher 
Prince of Peace Lutheran School, St. Cloud—Calling Administrator/Teacher. 
 Calling a 1st grade teacher. 
Love of Christ, St. Cloud—Call extended to CUW Lay Ministry Candidate Caleb Kunze 
 
Kimberly Bahr, Deaconess (Redeemer, St. Cloud) to Candidate 
Diane Christensen, Teacher Candidate, transferred from WY to MNN 
Sandra Groleau, Lay Minister, from Candidate to Emeritus 
 

 
 

 
 

July 9, 2017—125th Anniversary—Trinity, Millerville 
August 20, 2017—100th Anniversary—First, Grand Rapids 

125th Anniversary Celebration—Trinity, New York Mills will be celebrated 
throughout the year and ending with a Special Anniversary Service on Sat., 

September 23, 2017 at 4 p.m. followed by a meal & fellowship 
 

Contact the District Office if your congregation will be  
celebrating an Anniversary. 

PASTORAL VACANCIES MINNESOTA NORTH DISTRICT-LCMS 
(Listed Alphabetically) 

Church Anniversaries 
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WE PRAY 
for Mrs. Martha Buchholz, Richville, (wife of sainted pastor Rev. Henry Buchholz) who is having health issues. 
for the mother of Rev. John Bakou (Trinity, Sauk Rapids—Anyuak Ministry) who has suffered a stroke. 
for Melinda Cloose, wife of Rev. Anthony Cloose (Zion Lutheran Church, Mora) who is undergoing treatment for thy-

roid cancer.  
for Patton Douglas, infant grandson of Rev. Kirk and Tammy Douglas, Trinity New York Mills, who underwent 

 treatment for leukemia and is in remission.  
for Tammy Douglas, wife of Rev. Kirk Douglas (Trinity, New York Mills), who has undergone treatment for cancer. 
for Bonnie Felix, wife of Rev. Bradley Felix (Trinity Lutheran Church, Virginia) who is undergoing treatment for can-

cer. 
for Mrs. Cheryl Fish (wife of Rev. Robin Fish), Verndale, who will have surgery at the end of May. 
for Rev. Rob & Gayle Franck (Mt. Olive, Duluth) upon the death of Gayle’s mother, Norma Davis, at Grosse Point, 

MI, on May 5th. 
for Rev. Larry Harvala, em., Osage, who will be undergoing surgery at the end of May. 
for Mrs. Marlene Holm and family as Rev. Peter Holm, was Called to Glory on April 25th. 
for Mary Langemo Hughes, daughter of Rev. Martin & Carol Langemo, Princeton, who is suffering from  
 hyperacusis. 
Rev. Harvey Kath, em., Bemidji, who is recovering from surgery. 
for Katelyn, niece of both Mrs. Mary McManus and Mrs. Lisa Bohler, who suffered a heart attack at age 25. 
for Mrs. Muriel Meichsner, wife of Rev. Jim Meichsner, Sauk Rapids, who is in failing health.  
for Elaine Wagner (mother of Rev. Don Wagner, Trinity-Deer Creek) who is undergoing treatment for cancer. 
for the safety of those serving in the military & chaplaincy and part of our District family: 

Chaplain Captain Vincent Bain—Military Chaplain LCMS, Fort Campbell, KY  
Chaplain Lt. Aaron Bell, former Associate Pastor at Holy Cross-St. Cloud and son-in-law of  Pastor Tom and 

Mary Brinkley (St. Matthew, Esko) – Active Duty Navy, Gulf Port, Mississippi  
 Joshua Bonk, son of Rev. John Bonk and Linda Bonk —US Army 

Rev. Steve Breitbarth, em., Chisholm, police & fire chaplain 
SFC Jonathan Fondow, son of Pres. Don & Connie Fondow, Park Rapids—US Army 
Ensign Emily Geddes, granddaughter of Virginia Ansorge—US Navy 

 Dennis Gerold, husband of DCO Abby Dawkins Gerold, US Air Force—Yokota, Japan 
 SSG Nathan Gregg, son-in-law of sainted Rev. Peter Holm and Mrs. Marlene Holm, Army Reserve, deployed to 

Afghanistan. 
Timothy Milo, son of Rev. Frank & Sue Milo, Gloria Dei, Pequot Lakes—MN National Guard 
Joshua Noble, son of Rev. Carl & Noble, St. Paul’s, Perham—US Army, Black Hawk helicopter pilot 
Chaplain LCDR John Thomson – Active Duty Chaplain—US Navy Guam 
1st Lt. Micah Uhrinak, son of Rev. Les & Susan Uhrinak, Crosslake—Air Force 
Sgt. Nathaniel Vrudny, son of Rev. Matthew & Bonnie Vrudny, Walker, now with the 312th Eng. Unit serving in 

Kuwait. 
Tanner Wagner, son of Rev. Don & Jolene Wagner, Deer Creek, National Guard 

for the mission work of Rev. Eddie & Melissa Hosch as they serve as LCMS career missionaries in Lima, Peru.   
for the mission service of Rev. Dr. Daniel and Dr. Joan Jastram serving as career missionaries through the LCMS in 

northern Asia, based in Tokyo, Japan. (son of sainted pastor—Rev. Robert Jastram and Mrs. Phyllis Jastram, 
Underwood).   

for the mission work of Mr. Rob Lutz in Yambio, South Sudan, in the building of the House of Hope Orphanage and 
as he teaches for the Lutheran Church of Ethiopia. 

for the mission work of Rev. Matthew and Heather Ruesch and family as they serve as LCMS career missionaries in 
Puerto Rico.  (former pastor at Shepherd of the Lake, Garrison)   

 
 

PRAISE 
to God for the ministry of the pastors in the Minnesota North and South Districts and ask for safe travel as they meet 

in Conference next week. 
 
 

AND GIVE THANKS 
to God for the missionary service of Julie McManus and ask for God’s blessings and protection on her as she com-

pletes her service in Kenya on May 31st.  (Julie is the daughter of Rev. Dennis McManus, emeritus). 

In Our Prayers. . . . 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
                   
2017 
May 15, 2017—Div. of Parish Life & Nurture [PLaN] Meeting at Madden’s Resort 
May 15, 2017—Div. of Mission and Congregational Outreach [MaCO] at Madden’s Resort 
May 15-17, 2017—MN State Pastoral Conference at Madden’s Resort on Gull Lake, Brainerd, MN. 
May 15-18, 2017—Christian Caregiving: A Professional Development Conference/Course for RNs, clergy, 

and those interested in parish nursing & congregational health ministries at Concordia Univ., Wisconsin 
May 21-22, 2017—MN North Board of Directors Meeting at the District Office 
May 24-25, 2017—25th Annual Concordia Conference—Parish Nurse and Congregational Health Ministries 

hosted by Concordia University Wiesonsin 
May 29, 2017—Memorial Day—District Office Closed 
June 5, 2017—Principal’s Meeting at the District Office 
June 9, 2017—Parish Nurse Gathering—”God’s Word in Music” at Trinity Lutheran, New York Mills (9:30 

am—3:30 pm)  see page 6 for more information 
June 15, 2017—Investigative Team Training at the District Office 
June 20, 2017—Ministerial Health Commission Meeting at the District Office 
June 22-25, 2017-LWML  Convention in Albuquerque, NM 
June 25-26, 2017—Pre-Retirement Workshop at Lutheran Island Camp See page 10 for registration info 
June 27, 2017—Pre-Retirement Workshop at the District Office. See page 10 for registration info 
July 4, 2017—Independence Day—District Office Closed 
July 9, 2017—125th Anniversary at Trinity Lutheran Church, Millerville, MN 
July 11, 2017—LWML MN North District Board Meeting at the District Office 
July 25-28, 2017—LCMS Institute on Liturgy, Preaching and Church Music at Concordia University Chicago 
August 2-3, 2017—New Workers Orientation Retreat at the District Office 
August 18-20, 2017—Minnesota North District Youth Gathering at Lutheran Island Camp—theme: ”Standing 

on the Rock”   
August 20, 2017—100th Anniversary of First Lutheran , Grand Rapids, MN 
August 28-29, 2017—Circuit Visitors Conference at the District Office 
September 4, 2017—Labor Day—District Office is closed 
September 9, 2017—LLL District Convention—at Zion Lutheran Church, Alexandria, MN 
September 10-12, 2017—Fall Pastors Conference at Lutheran Island Camp 
September 23, 2017—125th Anniversary Celebration at Trinity, New York Mills at 4 p.m. 
September 24-25, 2017—MN North Board of Directors Meeting at Lutheran Island Camp 
September 28-30, 2017—Church Workers Wives Retreat at Lutheran Island Camp. 
October 10, 2017—LWML MN North District Board Meeting at the District Office 
October 14, 2017—Workshop “A New Day in Christ—How to Calm Stress and Anxiety” at Trinity, New York 

Mills—Presenter: Jim Otremba  see page 11 for registration information 
October 19, 2017—Lutheran Educators’ Conference at Mankato 
October 22, 2017—Reformation for Today at LIC—speaker: Rev. Tom Eckstein.  Also: Hymn sing, German 

dinner followed by special music by Glenn Henricksen (pianist). 
October 23-24, 2017—Advent and Lenten Workshop—Rev. Tom Eckstein 
October 29, 2017—Joint MNN/MNS/CSP Reformation Service at CSP with Pres. Matthew Harrison—4:00 

p.m. 
November 9-11, 2017—National Rural & Small Town Mission Conference in Kansas City, MO. 
December 3-4, 2017—MN North Board of Directors Meeting at the District Office 
 

2018 
January 9, 2018—LWML MN North District Board of Directors Meeting at the District Office 
January 29-30, 2018—Circuit Visitors’ Conference at Lutheran island Camp 
February 11-12, 2018—MN North Board of Directors Meeting at the District Office 
April 9-11, 2018—23rd Convention of the Minnesota North District—LCMS at Arrowwood Resort, Alexandria, 

MN 
June 18-20, 2018—LWML Minnesota North District Convention at the Sanford Center, Bemidji, MN 

https://www.cuw.edu/programs/parishnursing/index.html
https://www.cuw.edu/programs/parishnursing/index.html
https://www.csp.edu/event/reformation-500-worship-service/
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Mail:  PO Box 604, Brainerd, MN  56401-0604 
Phone:  218/829-1781   800/482-5022 

Fax: 218/829-0037 

 e-mail: mnndist@mnnlcms.org  

Minnesota North District website:  www.mnnlcms.org 

 
 
E-Mail addresses: 
  Rev. Dr. Don Fondow, District President              don.fondow@mnnlcms.org  
 Bev Olsen, Admin. Ass’t    bev.olsen@mnnlcms.org   
 
Mission & Ministry Facilitator: 
   Rev. Jeffrey Lee jeffrey.lee@mnnlcms.org 
    
 George Miller, LCEF/Office Manager george.miller@mnnlcms.org   
   Bookkeeper  -  Angie Ringstrom angie.ringstrom@mnnlcms.org  
    LCEF      lcef@mnnlcms.org  
 
Church Worker Care Coordinator: 
 Vacant  
 
Congregational Care Counselor:  
  Rev. Dr. Larry Harvala congregationalcare@mnnlcms.org 

            
Lutheran Witness Editor: 
        Rev. Stephen Rutherford  (218/947-4182)             the.lutheran.witness@mnnlcms.org  
  
Gift Planning Counselor: 
 Mr. David Priebe  david.priebe@mnnlcms.org   
 

District Secretary: 
  Rev. Martin Mably, Elk River pastormarty@lordofglorylutheran.org  

 

District Treasurer: 
      Mr. Mike Uran  treasurer@mnnlcms.org    
 
Committee on Constitutions & District Memberships: 

Rev. Ron Carnicom, Chairman (218/675-6532)  constitution@mnnlcms.org 

TO CONTACT YOUR DISTRICT: 

mailto:mnndist@mnnlcms.org
https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/home
mailto:don.fondow@mnnlcms.org
mailto:bev.olsen@mnnlcms.org
mailto:jeffrey.lee@mnnlcms.org?subject=jeffrey.lee@mnnlcms.org
mailto:George.miller@mnnlcms.org
mailto:angie.ringstrom@mnn.lcms.org
mailto:lcef@mnnlcms.org
mailto:congregationalcare@mnnlcms.org?subject=congregationalcare@mnnlcms.org
mailto:davepriebe@aol.com
mailto:pastormarty@lordofglorylutheran.org
mailto:treasurer@mnnlcms.org
mailto:constitution@mnnlcms.org

