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MINUTES 

of   the 

BOARD   OF   DIRECTORS 
 

Minnesota North District 
The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

Brainerd, Minnesota 
 

December 4-5, 2016 
 

MISSION STATEMENT:  “The Minnesota North District exists to further the Great Commission 
(Matthew 28:19-20) and to assist congregations as Great Commission Churches.” 

 
 

Sunday, December 4, 4:00 p.m. 
 

 
1. OPENING DEVOTIONS/BIBLE STUDY Mr. R. Moldenhauer 

 
The board began by singing LSB #405. Mr. Moldenhauer, given the emphasis on Luther in the 
coming year because of the upcoming celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, read 
from the American edition of Luther’s Works, volume 57, particularly from a compiled sermon on 
baptism from 1534. Mr. Moldenhauer highlighted Luther’s words about what baptism is and against 
the beliefs, teachings, and practices of the groups of his day. The board also read through The 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism in Luther’s Small Catechism, LSB, page 325. 

 
 

2. ROLL CALL/MINUTES Rev. M. Mably 
 

a. ROLL CALL 
i. Members Present: President Fondow; Vice Presidents K. Lee and Cloeter; Secretary 

Mably; Treasurer Uran; Lay Members: Hansen, Kading, Meyer, Moldenhauer, and 
Mowrey; Advisory Members Miller and Rev. J. Lee.  
 

ii. Members Absent: Mr. Browning was absent and Vice President Karl Weber joined 
the meeting at 5:00 p.m. 
 

b. MINUTES – Board of Directors Regular Meeting – September 25-26, 2016 (attached)  
i. MOVED and SECONDED: Approve the Minutes of the September 25-26, 2016, 

Board of Directors meeting, with changes to include both dates of the meeting on the 
first page and to remain consistent, list “Monday, September 26” on page 5 between 
recess and reconvene. 

ii. ACTION:  Motion carried. 
 

c. MINUTES – Board of Directors Email Poll 
i. MOVED & SECONDED: Approve the minutes of the Email Poll, dated November 1, 

2016, regarding the appointment of Reconcilers for the Minnesota North District as 
submitted. 
ACTION:  Motion carried. 
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4. TREASURER’S REPORT Mr. M. Uran 
a. Mr. Uran shared the “Receipts from Congregations” report dated 11.15.16 (attached). He 

noted that we are at 79% of budget, which is normal at this point in the year. 
 

b. Mr. Uran shared the “Investment Schedule” dated 11.30.16 (attached). 
  

c. Mr. Uran shared the “Financial Statement” dated November 15, 2016 (attached). He spoke 
about the continuing work to reduce the balance in the Bremer Bank account to be under the 
FDIC limit. 
 

d. Mr. Uran shared that the staff recommendations for distribution of The Minnesota North 
District Endowment Fund as follows. 

i. President Fondow - 25% to the CROSS appeal 
ii. Nurture Facilitator, Rev. Jeff Lee, acting  - 25% to the CROSS appeal 
iii. Mission & Ministry Facilitator, Rev. Jeff Lee – 25% to the Puerto Rico Ministry & 

Outreach, FORO, Matt Reusch 
iv. Office Manager, Mr. Miller - 15% for office technology 
v. The remaining 10% will remain in the fund to continue its growth.  
vi. MOVED and SECONDED: Accept the staff recommendation for the distribution of the 

Minnesota North District Endowment Fund as presented. 
vii. ACTION:  Motion carried. 

 
e. Mr. Uran presented the commissioned staff housing allowance designations of their salaries 

as follows. Rev Jeff Lee wishes to designate $36,000. President Fondow wishes to designate 
40%. Barbara Hertling wishes to designate 75%. 

i. MOVED & SECONDED: that we approve the housing allowances for tax purposes 
that are listed above. 

ii. ACTION:  Motion carried. 
 

f. Mr. Uran and Angie Ringstrom attended a Business Manager’s meeting of the Synod in 
Chicago. He shared some of items from the conference. 
 

g. MOVED and SECONDED (Monday, December 5): Accept the financial statements as 
presented with minor corrections. 

h. ACTION:  Motion carried. 
 
 

 
5. OFFICE MANAGER’S REPORT Mr. G. Miller 

 
a.  St. Cloud Property 

Mr. Miller announced that a revised purchase agreement from the existing potential buyer 
for property in St. Cloud had been received since the previous one expired. 
 

b.  Roundabout 
He spoke to the proposal by the Baxter City Council for a new roundabout near the District 
Office. (attached) The staff will continue to follow developments. 

 
c. District Convention 2018 

MOVED and SECONDED: Accept the staff recommendation to hold the 2018 District 
Convention at Arrowwood in Alexandria, April 9-11, 2018, with the District Board of Directors 
meeting there on April 8, 2018. 

d. ACTION:  Motion carried. 
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6. LCEF  

a. Status Report 
i. Mr. Miller shared the 7.1.16 to 10.31.16 LCEF Financial Report (attached).  
ii. He shared a letter from the LCEF president, stating that he is retiring October of 2017. 
iii. Mr. Miller shared the LCEF Investment Interest Rates (attached). 
iv. He spoke about the Christmas promotion for the Y.I. Club, the most popular 

investments by LCEF, information on the $1,000 prize for the Y.I. Back to School 
Service Contest in Crookston, MN, and information on the LCEF Scholarship award 
and application. 

 
b. Loan Applications 

i. Mr. Miller presented two unsecured loans for approval: Peace in Christ, Hermantown 
for $100,000 for parking lot renovation and St. John, Wheaton for $9,000 for the 
purchase of HVAC equipment. (attached) 

ii. MOVED and SECONDED: Approve 2 unsecured Loans. 
1. Peace in Christ, Hermantown - $100,000 for parking lot renovation 
2. St. John, Wheaton - $9,000 for the purchase of HVAC equipment 

iii. ACTION:  Motion carried. 
 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
BREAK – Fondow called for a recess and led a prayer for a meal prepared by Angie Ringstrom. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
7. Minnesota North District property in St. Cloud 

 
Two members from Love of Christ, St. Cloud were welcomed and presented the church’s position 
and plans for the purchase of the land adjacent to their property for which the District has received 
an offer from a developer who wishes to build apartments on the location. They shared that their 
plans, if they were to purchase the land are not specific at this time.  
 
The Board decided to not accept an offer of any less than $300,000, plus platting costs.  
 
Any further offers, with approved financing, need to be received by January 31, 2017. 
 
Secretary Mably will communicate the Board’s decision via letter. 

 
 
 

RECESS: President Fondow closed the evening with thoughts on human pride. He spoke about how 
we deceive ourselves, even in our Christian life of faith. Scripture says, “If we claim to be without sin, 
we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.” President Fondow spoke of how Jesus has no pride as 
he comes to redeem us from our sinful pride. “But if we confess our sin, He (Jesus) who is faithful and 
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. He led the Board in prayer. The 
Board closed by singing LSB hymn 353.  

 
Monday, December 5, 8:30 a.m. 

 
RECONVENE:  Opening devotion was led by President Fondow (attached). The message was based 
off of Luke 21:5-19 which was read, verse by verse, by those in attendance. President Fondow spoke 
of the recent presidential election, noting how some have seen the results as a sign of the end. Only 
God knows that time. Yet, He gives His disciples the signs to look for and how to read them. We see 
those signs today all around us. These signs are like caution signs, meant to keep us safe and protect 
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us. Jesus doesn’t want us to lose hope as these things happen around us. Don’t follow anything less 
than the truth, God’s word. Dwell in God’s safety, love and forgiveness. The devotion concluded with 
prayer and participants singing the printed verse of LSB 357.  
 

 
 

8. Appointment and Ratification of District Mission and Ministry Facilitators, Committees, 
Positions and Division Members 

 
President Fondow distributed and reviewed a listing of all positions. (attached) 
 

a. MOVED and SECONDED: To approve the appointments as presented with minor 
corrections. 

b. ACTION:  Motion carried. 
 
 

9. DIVISION OF MISSION and CONGREGATIONAL OUTREACH [MaCO]  Rev. J. Lee 
 
Rev. J. Lee shared the minutes of the 11.10.16 meeting held jointly with PLaN (attached). 
 
In highlighting items in the report, he talked about his trip to Puerto Rico, noting the number of 
mission starts in the Caribbean, 41, and highlighting Reverend and Heather Ruesch’s work in 
Puerto Rico. 
 
He also spoke of St. Matthew in Esko, MN who has approached the District about a possible 
mission plant in West Duluth.  
 
Rev. Lee shared that a Synod-wide computer database has been developed for rostered 
commissioned ministers that will allow them to submit their information for other congregations to 
review. 
 
He also spoke about the continuing efforts of the Anyuak Ministry towards being self-sufficient. 
 
 

10. LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP REPORT Rev. K. Lee 
 
Rev. K. Lee shared information from the most recent LIC Board meeting, as well as Christmas 
dinners being hosted at the Camp this year. 
 
He reported that cabin renovations continue, focusing on the interior of the cabins with the exteriors 
having been completed. 
 
The Camp is planning a District Youth Gathering, August 18-20, 2017. August 20th will also be the 
65th Anniversary of the Camp and a celebration is planned. 
 
There will be 2 weeks this summer focusing on Confirmation students with Dr. Carl Fickenscher, 
from Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, presenting. 
 
The Building New Bridges campaign continues to progress. He shared details regarding the plans 
for the funds and the stages of the plan. The campaign funds will be directed toward new 
construction and planning for ongoing programming and staffing costs, as well as increasing the 
Endowment Fund. 
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Regarding the Management Agreement, there was a meeting with representatives from the Camp: 
Rev. Jeff Walther and Ken Erlandson, President Fondow and Rev. Kirk Lee, in which the proposed 
Agreement from the District Board of Directors was shared. A committee from the Camp is 
reviewing the revised Agreement. 
 
LIC is looking at the possibility of a satellite camp in the Elk River area. 
 
Offseason programming is going well. 
 
At Christ Serve Ranch, trees are being harvested. 
 
He passed along the Camp Board’s thanks to the District Board for its continued support. 
 
 

11. MINISTERIAL HEALTH COMMISSION REPORT Rev. D. Fondow 
 

No report. 
 
 
12. DIVISION OF PARISH LIFE and NURTURE [PLaN] REPORT    Rev. J. Lee 

 
See report under # 9, Division of Mission and Congregational Outreach (MaCO). 
 
 

13. PRESIDENT’S REPORT Rev. D. Fondow 
 
Rev. Fondow spoke about a joint venture with the North and South Dakota Districts for a television 
program, Main Street Living North to begin January 1st. 
 
Rev. Fondow reviewed the Mission of the Synod in the context of a continuingly unchurched 
society. 
 
He reviewed the mission of the Minnesota North District, emphasizing keeping “the main thing the 
main thing” and that we are currently in a battle for the truth. 
 
He talked about the importance of “Synod” and working together and how doing so accomplishes 
more than working separately. 
 
He shared statistics demonstrating the decreasing number of church goers and Christians in our 
country, noting one in particular: for every 1 Christian convert, there are 4 de-churched people. 
Also, decreasing birth rates among Americans and Christians and high birthrates among Muslims is 
also to be considered. 
 
President Fondow reviewed overall numbers of members in District congregations which continue 
to decline. 
 
He shared information on the vacancies in Synod and MN North District congregations in the 
Calling process. 
 
President Fondow reviewed District pastors accepting Calls and other changes since September 
2016. 
 
He updated the Board on the CROSS appeal, which has received over $43,500 as of 11/30/2016. 
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He updated the Board on the District’s Campus Ministries and the Anyuak Ministry in St. Cloud. The 
Anyuak ministry continues to grow. 
 
He updated the Board on the disbursements made by the District Student Financial Aid Committee. 
 
Pastor Fondow thanked Pastor Ed Behling for his service as he retires from serving as Church 
Worker Care Coordinator. 
 
He spoke of the tremendous asset that Rev. Fred Hinz is, serving as the Public Policy Advocate for 
the Minnesota North and South Districts. Pastor Hinz plans on retiring as Assistant to the MN South 
District President. However, he will be continuing his work as Public Policy Advocate for both 
Districts. 
 
The Sower’s fund is blest to be in the black, currently at almost $20,000. 
 
Rev. Fondow updated the Board on the work of the International Lutheran Center in Wittenberg, 
Germany. 
 
Rev. Fondow updated the Board that Rev. James Kollie is finishing up his Masters of Sacred 
Theology and would like to pursue a Doctorate. Jamesetta and Gifty Kollie are doing well in their 
respective schools.  

 
He updated the Board on the projects at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church & School in Cotton Tree, 
Liberia. Teacher’s salaries continue to be a concern. A gift of $25,000 from the Brakebush 
Foundation of Wisconsin has been received. 
 
He shared that construction of the Rescue Center in Kenya (Project 24), in Lenkishon is now 
completed. To date, the District has received over $104.000.  

 
Julie McManus continues to serve in Kenya. Her funding is currently low. Donations can be sent to 
the District or Synod to support and ensure her continuing work. 
 
Delano Meyer shared plans for his and Linda’s agricultural work in Kenya during January and 
February, 2017, along with Jacque Breman from Zion - Alexandria. 
 
Rev. Fondow shared other Missionary connections with the District as well as military chaplains, 
and emeritus pastors serving internationally. 
 
He updated the Board on the Lutheran Church in the Philippines, particularly Rev. James 
Cerdenola as professor at their seminary.  The District supported Pastor Cerdenola. 
 
Rev. Fondow highlighted the upcoming events. 

 Circuit Visitor’s Conference, Lutheran Island Camp, January 30-31, 2017 

 MNN/MNS Bible Bowl, Concordia, St. Paul, April 1, 2017 

 State Pastor’s Conference, Madden’s Resort, Brainerd, MN, May 15-17, 2017 – “The 
Relevance of the Reformation” will be the theme. Dr. Erik Hermann from St. Louis Seminary 
will be the plenary speaker. There will be break-out sessions offered. President Harrison will 
be in attendance. 

 National LWML Convention, Albuquerque, MN, June 22-25, 2017 

 Joint MNN/MNS/CSP Reformation Service, Concordia University, St. Paul – Oct. 29, 2017. 

 23rd Convention of the Minnesota North District, April 9-11, 2018, at Arrowwood Conference 
Center in Alexandria, MN. 
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14. CONSTITUTIONS TO BE ACTED UPON Rev. M. Mably 
 
Two Constitutions and Bylaws have been recommended for approval to the Board by the 
Committee on Congregational Constitutions and District Membership (Rev. Carnicorn, chairman): 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Grove Lake Township/Villard and Redeemer Lutheran Church, Moorhead, 
MN. 

a. MOVED and SECONDED: Approve the Constitutions and Bylaws of Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Grove Lake Township/Villard, MN upon clarification regarding a supposed discrepancy 
between boards and committees listed in section 9, page 4 and in the addendum. (The listing 
in the addendum is not a list of boards, but of responsibilities of the Council.) 

b. ACTION: CARRIED. 
c. MOVED and SECONDED: Approve the Constitutions and Bylaws of Redeemer Lutheran 

Church, Moorhead, MN with the following changes.  
i. On page 1, change “Voter’s” to “Voters.” 

ii. On page 7, 11.1.3, change “acquired” to “required.” 
d. ACTION: CARRIED. 

 
 

15. ARRANGEMENTS FOR NEXT MEETING:   
 

 DATE:  February 12-13, 2017 
 TIME:  4:00 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 

DEVOTION/BIBLE STUDY LEADER:  Mr. David Mowrey 
 
 
16. ADJOURNMENT 
 

MOVED & SECONDED: Adjournment 
 ACTION: CARRIED. 
 
 
17. Closing Devotion 
  

Reverend Fondow led the Board in the printed devotion (attached).  
 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Rev. Marty Mably, M.A., M.Div., Secretary 
Minnesota North District 
The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 


