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1.  General Policy 

Messiah Lutheran Church is a gathering of believers in Jesus Christ as Savior who have 
erected a building to give praise to God and a place to gather to worship and serve Him.  
Weddings are worship services centering in Jesus Christ and so the services and music used 
shall reflect this worship of Jesus Christ.  They will follow Lutheran worship forms. 

The church will not be altered unless it conforms with Lutheran custom. The Pastor will be the final arbiter of 
what is proper. Application to use the church, with our Pastor conducting the service, will be made of the 
secretary during regular office hours.  

The church/fellowship hall must be left clean.  Birdseed left on the sidewalks or church without being cleaned up 
will be part of the "cleanliness" evaluation.  The Property Committee and Pastor will determine the use of the 
facility, with priority being given to members. 

 

2.  Pastoral Expectations 

Marriage at Messiah presupposes that the Pastor or designated representative of Messiah will perform the 
nuptial service. Premarital counseling is part of the prerequisites to a wedding at Messiah.  The Pastor will 
request a Prepare-Enrich Inventory (cost $35) and will determine the scope of counseling.  Faith and growth in 
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord will always be the goal of the Pastor in his relationship with the couple to be 
married. 

The marriage license, certificate and envelope, with the appropriate postage affixed, shall be delivered to the 
Pastor by the wedding rehearsal. 

Any special requests concerning the ceremony must be discussed and settled before the rehearsal; otherwise, 
the rehearsal shall proceed according to the Pastor's plan and custom. In any event, the Pastor will be the final 
arbiter of what is in good taste. 

Rehearsals shall be held an evening the week before the wedding. 

Non-members should provide the Pastor a minimum of $200. Members are not bound by any suggestion for 
the Pastor.  Fees should be put in individually marked envelopes and given to the Pastor. 



 

 

 

3.  Guidelines on Church Property Use 

       A.  Use of the Church - only for rehearsal and wedding. 

In the interest of good order, the wedding service and music will follow Lutheran worship forms.  The Pastor will 
be the final arbiter of what is proper.  If someone other than the church organist will be playing, he/she must be 
approved by the Pastor and the organist.  The church bell should only be rung by Messiah's Pastors.  

1. Non-member fee for property use:  $250.00 includes using dressing area, payable at reservation.  
Members of Messiah Lutheran Church do not pay a use fee. 

2. Organist:  Minimum $150.00 ($170.00 if a rehearsal with a soloist is required.)  The Organist should be 
contacted personally to schedule a meeting to choose music.  American Guild of Organists guidelines 
require our church organist to be compensated even if another musician is used.   

3. Church arranged soloist:  $50.00 

4. Custodian:  $50.00   

 
***Honorariums for organist, soloist, and custodian shall be brought to  the  rehearsal  and  given  to  the  
pastor  for  distribution. 

       B. Parish Hall / Patio Use for receptions. 

Indoor reception use is limited to 100 guests; with the patio, use can be expanded to many more.   

The family and/or caterers are responsible for kitchen clean-up, including removal of food, dishes and utensils - 
any breakage or repair to be compensated.  Bring your own linens and towels.  The buildings must be left clean 
with all rubbish taken away or put in the dumpster.  For incidental cleaning & sanitizing, provide a check 
payable to Messiah for $130.   

The length of the reception should not exceed 4 hours unless further arrangements are made.  Music is to be of 
the nature and volume compatible to our environment, with minimum amplification and no 
large rock bands. 

Alcoholic beverages are permitted in moderation, served by adults and not to minors.  No 
food or drink is to be taken into the church or chapel.  No parking on the fire road except for 
loading and unloading.  Bird seed only, thrown outside just before the couple's departure.   


