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Pastor’s Ponderings 
By Pastor Rice 

 

 

 
 

Holy Spirit, ever living 
    As the Church’s very life; 
Holy Spirit, ever striving 
    Through us in a ceaseless strife; 
Holy Spirit, ever forming 
    In the Church the mind of Christ: 
You we praise with endless worship 
    For Your gifts and fruits unpriced. 

LSB 650 Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling, v. 2 Public domain 

 

 

During the month of May, we approach the church festival day of Pentecost.  It is the beautiful day, 
recognizing the powerful work of the Holy Spirit in the Church, as well as in our very own lives.  The hymn 
quoted above is the second verse written by Timothy Rees.  He was a priest in the Church of England who 
went on several mission trips to New Zealand, Canada and Ceylon.  He also served as a chaplain in WWI. 

We live in a world that is dealing with ceaseless strife.  We often feel like we are going it alone.  This hymn 
verse is a beautiful reminder that the Holy Spirit has been sent by God to build up the church, and we as 
individuals in it, into the mind of Christ. 

We live in the world filled with conflict.  We all too often fall in the pattern of this world.  The good news for 
us is that God is at work against the conflicts. The Holy Spirit is at work to “bind us together” in the 
sacrificial love that our God has for us. 

When I attended a “Church Planters” Workshop we were all singing a simple worship song that I sing 
regularly with our Preschool Chapel.  “God is So Good.”  At the workshop worship one afternoon, as we 
sang this song, the Holy Spirit was at work in our singing.  There were students from many different 
cultures present.  Many who spoke different languages.  All of a sudden, as the first verse ended, a group 
off to the right began to sing the same verse, but this time in Korean. After they were done, all of a sudden 
it was being sung in Spanish.  This continued for several more languages.  You 
could see the work of the Holy Spirit in creating a unity, in the midst of all the 
differences.  In the quiet moments after the song, one of the church planting trainers 
stood up and made a quiet assessment.  “We have just experienced a foretaste of 
what worship in heaven is going to be like. 

I pray for the Lord to continue the work of the Holy Spirit in the life and faith of our 
Community of Faith here at Messiah Lutheran.  May the Holy Spirit form us together 
in the mind of Christ, with His ever powerful and strengthening sacrificial love.  May 
we indeed “love one another in the way that Jesus has loved us. 
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Insights from Inese, DCE 

 

 

Walk with Erin 

 
As Christ’s people we are always called to going beyond the church 
walls and serving in the community. I would like to share how one of 
our church members, Erin Anderson, continues doing that for years. 
Once again, this year Erin is walking in the Relay for Life raising 

money for fighting cancer. This year she invites her church to “walk with her” through providing support 
and prayers.  Read along as she talks about her experience, why she is doing it, and how you can be a 
part of it. 
 
Inese: How did you first get involved with Relay for Life? 
Erin: I started doing Relay For Life because I had a very close friend who 
organized it with his family every year. Once I had heard about it from him, I 
decided to participate in honor of my mother surviving cervical cancer.  
 
Inese: Why do you keep participating? 
Erin: I know many people who have had cancer, and I especially like to honor my 
mother's surviving by doing this. 
 
Inese: For you as a Christian, where do you see Jesus present in this event?  
Erin: Seeing everyone there who is celebrating cancer victims really brings me 
closer to Jesus because many of those people who are being celebrated are 
alive and survived, which is a gift from God, and those who did not survive were 
called home with Jesus.  
 
Inese: Are there any special people you will be thinking of this year as you walk? 
Erin: I will be, as always, thinking of my mother. As well as her, I will be thinking of my friend 
Savannah who has bone cancer right now as a sophomore in high school, and all of the church 
members who have had, currently have, or passed away of cancer. 
 
Inese: How can we at MLC support Relay for Life and you as you participate in it? 
Erin: To support me this year, you can give me donations through my relay account. You can do this 
by going to www.RelayforLife.com and clicking on "donate". You can then search Erin Anderson and 
scroll down until you see Erin Anderson on team SLVHS, then click "donate" below my name, and fill 
out the information to donate. You can also give me cash. I am also going to be doing a poster that I 
will be bringing with me to the event, that is in the narthex. On this poster, any member of the church 
can pin a picture, or just a name of someone who had/has/passed away of cancer. This way I can 
honor all of the people of our church on my walk.   

 

http://www.relayforlife.com/
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I was advised by a dear friend and member of the congregation years ago that if you want to fund raise you simply 
ask people to give.  So taking this advice I again this year asked for sponsors for our Spring Carnival.  I asked 
businesses, members of the congregation and preschool families.  And the results have been amazing!  We have a 
total of 14 sponsors who together will be covering the full costs of this event. 
 
It is never too late to volunteer for the day of the event.   I encourage you to contact me at 
gretchenthigpen@gmail.com or call the preschool 458-1498 if you would like to be a part of this wonderful 
community event. 
 
But better yet come to the carnival!  Treat yourself and family to Dippin' Dots (from Whitings Food at the SC 
Boardwalk) or try frozen pineapple on a stick.  Enjoy watching the children do the tumbling tutors course in the 
Johnson Hall.  Buy a few tickets and participate in the Choose Your Prize Drawing or Silent auction. And make sure 
you stick around for the ABC Duck Race and the water balloon toss. 
 
I think this community event is our opportunity as a congregation to come and meet the young families the preschool 
has been serving for many years.  We want them to come to us, to come to church and our programs. This is our 
opportunity to go to them and convey to them how much they mean to us at MLC. 
 
Thank you for your unending support of this event.  I hope to see you at the Spring Carnival! 
 

~ Gretchen 

mailto:gretchenthigpen@gmail.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Graduation 2016 Announcements 
If you or your child is graduating this year, we would like to celebrate with you and extend our 
congratulations and blessings.  
 
Please submit the picture and information about where you are graduating from, with what degree, what 
your near future plans are, as well as a short description of your interests, hobbies or anything else that 
makes you YOU  by e-mailing  Julie Juell at julie@messiah-lutheran.us by May 15. Thank you!  

 
Also, save the date for Graduation Blessing service on Sunday, June 5 during the 10am service. 
 

 

 

Summer Camping Trip 
Mt. Madonna County Park in Santa Clara County - Trails, bon-fires, s’mores, and more 

July 29-31 - Cost: $15 per person, plus food 
There is a non-refundable deposit of $15 per family when signing up. R.S.V.P. to DCE Inese 

 

 
 

Be A Part of Reaching Out With the Love of Jesus to UCSC Students by 

helping to host a UCSC Finals’ Study Hall 

June 4-7 from noon to 9pm 
 

Sign up for 2-3 hour time slots to help with 

hosting: Be present, fill up snacks. 

 Donate home-made baked goods: Let 

DCE Inese know what you would like to 

bring.  

 Make a Dinner for 15-20 people for one 

of the nights. 

Please sign up in the Narthex or by contacting 

DCE Inese at inese@messiah-lutheran.us. 

Thank You notes are from the students who 

attended the previous Study Hall.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:inese@messiah-lutheran.us
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

If you signed up for the Louisiana Bake Sale:  Please pick up your baked 
goods for the month of May on Sunday, May 15 and check your name off the 
list. Thank you for supporting our youth in going to the National Youth 
Gathering! 
Thank you for your support! 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Welcome to Messiah Class! 

May 5, 12, 19 
7:30 pm in Johnson Hall 

What does the Bible teach? What do Lutherans believe? And how do we at Messiah Lutheran Church put 
it into practice?  At the end of the class, membership is offered if desired but not required.  Everybody is 
welcome to attend.  Please call the office to register.  423-8330 

 

 

Thank You From Jonathan!!! 
 

Dear Messiah Family, 
I want to express my love and gratitude to my Messiah family for all of your support during my transition 
into my new home! So many of you were so very generous to me with gifts and cards and well 
wishes….thank you from the bottom of my heart! 
The Good Lord has blessed me with my second family here at Messiah. Just know you are all in my 
prayers and that I am here to serve both you and God! 

Jonathan Mueller 

Let’s Pray in May - Tuesdays 8:40am in the Chapel 
Followed by coffee @ 9:00 am. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Celebrate the Holy Spirit in a JOY and SURPRISE filled    

PENTECOST SERVICE 
Sunday, May 15 

Pentecost, like Christmas and Easter, is one of the major celebrations of the Christian Church. 
During this celebration, we rejoice in the coming of the Holy Spirit and celebrate the birthday of 
the Church.  

So, let's celebrate with joy and surprises this year! We encourage everyone to wear RED and 

bring finger-food to share for after the worship party.  
 

 

 
 

Voters Meeting 
Your Votes are influential. Please vote. 

Sunday, June 5, 2016 
In the Sanctuary following the 10:00 am service 
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Youth, UCSC Campus and Young Adult Ministry 
 

Sunday, May 1 or 8 (TBA): Beach Day after the 10am service  

 

 

 

Saturday, May 14: Cook It Up Together/ End of School Year BBQ at 6.30pm at 

Messiah Lutheran Church   

 

 

 

June 4-7:  Finals’ Study Hall at Messiah Lutheran 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Get-togethers  

Baking for Louisiana Purchase Bake Club 

Friday, May 13 from 5.30 to 9pm 

@ Messiah Lutheran Church 
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Messiah Lutheran Church’s Mission Statement 

Messiah Lutheran Church is to make disciples, reaching out with Jesus Christ as Savior, and sharing the 
Word and service of love with people in the whole community. 
 

 

 

Messiah Lutheran Church’s Current Constitution  
Located under “Connect” on the website 

April 2010 

 
Messiah Lutheran Church’s Current Bylaws 

Located under “Connect” on the website 
May 2012 

 

 
Proposed Constitution 

Located under “Connect” on the website 
June 2016 

 
Proposed Bylaws 

Located under “Connect” on the website 
June 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Board of Directors would like you to know that according to our Bylaws, articles 6,7 & 8, members 
may suggest nominees, who shall then be added to the slate (proposed by the committee) if they have 
checked with the person and they are willing to serve.  No nominations will be allowed from the floor. Call 
Leonard (476-1819) if you wish to nominate someone.  If we have more than 5 nominees, the five with 
highest vote count will be elected as the new Board of Directors.  
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to all of our current and continuing Board members for serving us.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
I (Julie Juell) emailed these questions to each candidate. The current slate of candidates for Board of 
Directors is Tim Madsen, Jan Erbe, Gretchen Thigpen, Julie Young, Jon Mueller, Larry Juell, and 
Shirley Busch. 
 

What have you received by being a member of the congregation? 
Gretchen Thigpen: I first started attending MLC in 1980 when I moved to Santa Cruz to care for my lovely 
Mother who was ill. From the very beginning I was part of the MLC family and I felt the welcoming spirit of 
the congregation which is still present today.  I have been blessed to be married at MLC and also to have 
my 3 children baptized and confirmed at our church.  I have also had the privilege of working with the 
various Pastors over these years. 
 

Julie Young: We grew our family at Messiah, we were supported, a love God’s word in our lives. 

Jon Mueller: I think one word sums this answer up. It is LOVE. The love and support that the 
congregation has shown me and the love and support from the Good Lord which has sustained me in 
good times and bad! 
 

Larry Juell: I have felt welcomed in God's house and by fellow believers.  I value the opportunities to grow 
in the understanding of HIS work and promise.   
 

Shirley Busch: I receive the gift of a caring community of fellow Lutherans who love and trust God's word. 
 God blesses us all in many ways and I am blessed to have the love and support from the members at 
MLC.  I love that there is a diversity of thinking within our Congregation and that we feel comfortable to 
express what and how we are feeling.  This is what makes our Messiah Lutheran Church feel like a family.  
 

Jan Erbe: I have received weekly nourishment of my soul, and I have received friendship from many 
members. 

 

 

How will you support the mission & ministry of MLC? 

Gretchen Thigpen: Honestly, I will do anything I can to support the mission and ministry of MLC because 
it is so important to me.  I want young families to have what my family had. I want to help young families, 
and really anyone of any age, reset their clocks and put their faith as a top priority in their lives. 
 

Julie Young:  I will continue giving weekly, continued volunteering and serving where best suited, 
continue talking within our community of Messiah's mission. 
 

Jon Mueller: I think it is important that we continue to explore outreach to our community. I will to the best 
of my ability propose new ideas and to keep organizing Oktoberfest and other fun events. I truly believe 
that if we entice our neighborhood with Christ's love, they will be drawn to our church. 

Questions to all Candidates for Board of Directors 

UPDATED May 6, 2016! 
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Larry Juell: I will continue to support the mission and ministry of MLC by faithful attendance, stewardship, 
and participation in studies, committees, and events that serve God and reflect the purpose of the Gospel.  
 

Shirley Busch: I will continue to work hard to support the Mission and ministry of MLC.  I attend the 
Mission and Ministry meetings each month.  I have worked on several fundraisers (Oktoberfest, Spring 
Carnival and Wines of the World) that have opened up our campus to people from our Santa Cruz 
community.  I feel it is very important that we let people know we are here when they need support.  I will 
continue to help during UCSC study hall.  Someday one of the students may find the Lord during one of 
their study times.  I hope to continue working with Inese on MLC youth performances and being "on call" to 
help Gretchen at the Preschool. I also have been working with Marlena and Julie on sending messages 
and notes to our youth on a regular basis.  We feel very strongly it is important to keep our families with 
young children connected.  We understand that in our busy world of today it is not always easy for families 
to come to church regularly.  We hope with the notes and activities we are sending out it will help them 
know they are a part of our family. 
 

Jan Erbe:  I will support the mission and ministry at Messiah by working together with others to grow our 
congregation and work through our difficulties. 
 
 
 

Do you have any major concerns for MLC? 

Gretchen Thigpen: Of course I have financial concerns for our congregation.  But I don't think the money 
issues should dictate the ministry at Messiah.  We need to continue to pray and look at what is God's plan 
for our church.  What is the mission of MLC? 
 

Julie Young:  Yes, a few. How our congregation is growing or not growing together, the same with our 
BOD members. The spiritual health of MLC, both of members and financial stability. 
 

Jon Mueller: I feel a lack of communication and unity is becoming a problem here at Messiah. I 
understand some of us are frustrated with the current state of affairs, but if we don't work together, this will 
be a tough hill to climb. We need to communicate and support one another, and do it with civility and 
respect. There are obvious concerns like our financial situation and growth, but we can tackle and 
overcome these problems with unity, respect and forging on in a "Christ-Like" manner. 
 

Larry Juell: I'm concerned that differing views about worship and ministry style are poisoning our 
relationships with each other and leading to atmosphere of disappointment, resentment and resignation.  
 

Shirley Busch: Yes.  We need to provide ways to bring more families with younger children back to MLC. 
 We need to be thinking outside the box to provide worship times that meet today's busy times.  This is an 
ongoing project many of us are working on and hope to begin solving this problem.  MLC is losing 
members and we are finding it challenging to meet our budget costs.  This is a major concern.  Also I feel 
more communication between the board, staff and congregation is important, such as meeting dates on 
the calendar. 
 

Jan Erbe: I know there is a huge financial concern here at Messiah. I want to work together with other 
members to come to solutions we can all be proud of. 
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My greatest desire for MLC:  

Gretchen Thigpen: My greatest desire for our church is to be brave and make changes that can help 
grow our church.  It is important to me that these changes be made in a prayerful, thoughtful, caring 
manner since change can often be difficult.  My true desire is to help grow our church in any way I can. 
 

Julie Young:  For MLC's mission to be heard and caught by others to grow our members but also grow 
those to be saved. To see our congregation come and grow together and stronger. 
 

Jon Mueller: Well the easy answer is to say that I desire a church with full pews. But my greatest desire is 
that we create an inviting and loving and creative environment for our neighbors to experience the love of 
Christ. 
 

Larry Juell:        is to grow as a prayerful, supportive, spirit-filled congregation. 
 

Shirley Busch:  My greatest desire and prayer is for the Lord to bless our church and keep us a close 
family while working to bring more people to know the love and joy we all feel in our hearts.  I feel strongly 
that we need to communicate with each other and listen to what each person is saying.  If we can 
communicate our thoughts we may be solve many of our problems. 
 

Jan Erbe:  My greatest desire for the members of MLC is for everyone working together harmoniously, 
showing respect, and solving some of the issues we face. 
 
 


