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Pastor’s Ponderings 
By Pastor Rice 

 

 

 
 
 

Drawn to the cross, which Thou hast blessed 
With healing gifts for souls distressed, 
To find in Thee my life, my rest, 
    Christ crucified, I come. 

© Public Domain LSB 560 Text by Genevieve M .Irons, 1855-1928  
 

 

 

 

 

 

We are halfway through our Lenten season, and it feels like spring has sprung!  We are just 
a few weeks away from our Easter Celebrations!   
 
I hope you have seen and have gotten caught up in the Lenten season of prayer, 
repentance, and worship.  Our worship services have been enhanced with Connection 
Moments, interactive sermons, soup fellowship meals, and prayer walks.  
 
As we are drawn to Holy Week, we see the value of the cross in our own lives.  We all fall 
at the cross, a symbol of execution, now a symbol of hope.  Our Lenten Journey includes 
the stark realization that we all have fallen short and have sinned.  We all deserve nothing.  
The value of the cross for us is to see that God has transformed this symbol of death to a 
sign of God’s love and forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
 
Christ crucified is the source for our life!  As we journey toward our Easter celebration, 
pausing for Seder Meal along the way, we recognize what God has done.  What more 
reason do we have to be putting our ‘everything’ into worship.  To “pull out all the stops” on 
the organ, and to proclaim the good news of our Risen Lord.   
 
I invite you and encourage you to join us.  See what we are doing in worship!  We are 
continuing to enhance our worship so that our God gets the best we can give.  Come, join 
us as we are drawn to the cross and the empty grave and worship our Risen Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Lenten Soup Supper - February 17, 2016 
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Insights from Inese, DCE 

 

What’s Blooming? 
 
 

The word, Lent, comes from an old English word meaning 
“lengthen” referring to lengthening of days as the spring 

arrives. In the month of February, along with days getting longer, we were blessed to 
enjoy so much coming to life and blooming in nature all around us. Below are a few 
pictures of blooming happening around Messiah Lutheran Campus.  
 
As we watch and enjoy nature coming to life around us, it is only appropriate to be 
attentive to how God might be calling us to renewal and newness of life. Because, in a 
way, isn’t that part of the Season of Lent? As we look at Jesus loving us in ways that are 
not easy, that are painful and lonely and difficult, we are also hopefully experiencing how 
His love frees us, refreshes us and makes us new.  
 
So, what’s blooming in your life? How is Jesus calling forth the newness of life in you?  
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Dear Messiah members, 
 
What is the future of Messiah Lutheran Church and 
Preschool? What are our goals - immediate as well as 
long-range? Join the board in prayer and let the Lord 

lead us as we study the issues. Your board of directors continues to deal with many concerns. You may 
remember that we have gone to a board governance form of leadership. This change is causing us to 
make some change in how we do things. Our church moves forward.  
 
The worship experience task force has met numerous times and the Lenten services are noticeably 
different. Hopefully, you have been able to take part in the: Ash Wednesday, prayer walk, prayer stations, 
the labyrinth, and the February 17th Lenten service. Please let us know how these have affected you.  
 
The mission and ministry task force has recently met to evaluate the events we sponsored last year and 
made plans for the next year. We all should be looking forward to the Seder supper and other Easter 
season events.  
 
You probably have noticed our campus is showing signs of aging. Recently we have had large expenses 
to deal with: heating system, electric panels, leaking pipes, trees and the organ. Another project that needs 
our immediate attention is the dangerous condition of our sidewalks. Talk with any of the board members 
about your ideas to finance these needed projects.   
 
Have you grown in the Lord? How about your prayer life? How is your giving? How about your church 
loyalty? How are you doing with Bible study? I urge you to become an active member - pick a place where 
you can help Messiah Lutheran grow.  
 
The board meets monthly to deal with the business of our church. You are welcome to come to the 
meetings, which currently meet in the Chapel, Tuesdays at 6:30. Our next meeting will be March 2nd. ! 
The next Voter’s Meeting is scheduled for May 15th - after the late service. Among the items on the 
agenda will be the election of your members as well as the budget for the next fiscal year.  

 
Let’s praise God and give Him all the glory. 
 
 Your president and the Lord’s servant, 
 Leonard Damm 

President’s Message 
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Teacher Gretchen’s Preschool Kinder Korner 
 
I think most of you are aware that weekly the preschool children 
attend Chapel led by Pastor and Inese.  During the first week of Lent 
the chapel had been transformed into a labyrinth so instead of 
attending Chapel we walked the labyrinth together.  You have to take 
a minute and look at this from a preschooler's perspective.  We do 

paper mazes all the time with the children in the writing area when the pencil walks the maze under the 
direction of the child's hand.  But now the children had the opportunity to be the pencil, if you know what I 
mean, and walk the labyrinth.  It was truly amazing.  It took so much concentration and since the children 
were used to this space being a place of worship it felt like a prayer walk.  Many children came back later 
in the week and brought their families too.  I can only wonder what it would be like to add an outdoor 
labyrinth to our campus at Messiah. 
 
During the month of March we will offering two parent activities.  On Saturday, March 12, 2016 we will be 
hosting the Parent/Staff Beautification Brunch from 9 am - 12pm. Parents will help with cleaning, gardening 
and general repairs from 9 am - 11 am and then we will treat them to a nice brunch.  Anyone wanting to 
help with the brunch please contact Gretchen, 458-1498.  Also during this month we have a preschool 
family that will be hosting a wine and cheese night on Saturday, March 19 from 4 pm - 6 pm. 
 
Enrollment for Summer 2016 and Fall 2016 begins this month.  If you have any family or friends with 
children age 2 years - 5 years who are interested in MLP please have them contact Gretchen or the church 
office. 
 
As we look ahead to the MLP/MLC Spring Carnival on Saturday, May 7, 2016 I want to encourage the 
members of the congregation to get involved with this wonderful community event.  It could be as simple 
as securing an item for the drawing (possibly from your favorite restaurant), volunteering the day of the 
event, inviting neighbors, friends and family, or sponsoring one of the various carnival attractions.  All 
sponsors will be thanked at the event.  We are grateful for your support! 
 

Jump houses                   $300 
Balloons                           $150 
Face Painter                    $150 
Band                                $200 
Ice Cream                        $150 
Lunch                               $500 
Posters                             $100 
Game Prizes                    $150 
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Youth Ministry 
Youth Get-togethers  

Baking for Louisiana Purchase Bake Club 

Friday, March 11 from 5.30 to 9pm 

Messiah Lutheran Church 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CYTSanta Cruz.org for tickets 
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UCSC Campus and Young Adult Ministry 

 

March 12-15 from Noon to 9pm: Finals’ Study Hall, At MLC 

 

 

 

Bible Conversations:  

Every Tuesday at 5.30 pm at The Abbey of Vintage Faith. Contact DCE Inese 

for more info.  
 
 

 

Have a great Spring Break UCSC students! 
 

 

DCE Inese will be on vacation from March 1 to March 11. Please contact the 

Church Office or Pastor Rick with any questions or if in need of assistance.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Voters Meeting 
Sunday, May 15, 2016 

Following the 10:00 am service 
 

 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League President Sue Reeves greeted US Marine Corp 
Colonel Mitchell McCarthy who arrived at Messiah Lutheran Johnson Fellowship Hall at 
1115.  He started setting up his laptop for his talk "A Marine's Life" and Paul Cutt assisted in 
connecting the audio/visual equipment with Pastor Rice.  Guests from the Santa Cruz chapter 

of Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) also attended the talk and luncheon.  Colonel McCarthy 
provided an outstanding summary of his career in the Marine Corps and his service in combat for our 
nation as well as the Military Assistant in the Office of the Secretary of Defense.  Having someone of his 
caliber and experience was special as it allowed LWML members and guests to informally engage a 
decorated leader of our military.  Colonel McCarthy ended his talk and Sue Reeves thanked him for 
making time to travel to Santa Cruz.  He will retire in September 2016 after three years as Associate Dean 
of Research at the U. S. Naval Postgraduate School and the senior Marine officer in charge of all Marine 
Corps students.  He also found time to earn his PhD in Information Sciences which will be formally 
awarded at the September 2016 graduation. 

 
 

Hurrah and Semper Fi 
Colonel McCarthy 

from all at Messiah Lutheran. 
 
 
 
 

* THE LUTHERAN WITNESS * 
Would you like to renew or become a new subscriber 

to The Lutheran Witness, a monthly publication of 
Concordia Publishing House?  Make out your check 
for $16.00 to Messiah Lutheran, and give your check 

to Julie Juell. 
We will send in the subscription before May 1, 2016. . 

Chicken Dance 
Colonel McCarthy, Sue Reeves, Pastor Richard Rice Colonel McCarthy 

Looking for someone to hire to care for 
Ed Deutschmann for one weekend in 
May. 24-hour care. For more information, 
contact the office. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Maundy Thursday Seder Meal 

Thursday, March 24, 2016 
6:30 pm - 8 pm 

$10 per adult, children are free 
Sign up in the narthex no later than Sunday, 3/20 

 
Passover is the meal that Jesus was observing the night before his death and that Jews across the world 
still observe as a high holy day every year.  On this night the story of the exodus is retold and participants 
celebrate how throughout history God has delivered His people.  It is a highly ritualized celebration, meal, 
and worship service all wrapped into one. We will be entering into this experience as the spiritual 
ancestors of the Jews, honoring their tradition as Jesus' own tradition.  We will also remember how Jesus 
took this tradition and re-shaped it for generations to come when he instituted the Lord's Supper 
 
Menu will include roasted lamb, roasted vegetables, salad and dessert. Feel free to invite your neighbors 
and friends just be sure and make the reservation by the deadline. 
 
Would you like to help with the Seder?  

 Shop for the necessary ingredients 

 Set up and prep                      Wednesday, March 23  from 6 pm - 8 pm 

 Set up, prep, tear down and clean up         Thursday, March 24 beginning at 2 pm - 10 pm 

 Dessert makers 
Contact Gretchen Thigpen (gretchenthigpen@gmail.com or 476-6747) or Cindy Gustafson 
(svgustafson@gmail.com or 461-1232) if you would like to be part of this special service.     

 

Be A Part of Reaching Out With the Love of Jesus to UCSC Students by 

helping to host a UCSC Finals’ Study Hall 

March 12-15 from noon to 9pm 
 

Sign up for 2-3 hour time slots to help with hosting: Be present, fill up snacks. 

 

Please sign up in the Narthex or by contacting DCE Inese at inese@messiah-lutheran.us 
 
 
 

Easter Story and Egg Hunt 

Saturday, March 26 at 11am at the Johnson Fellowship Hall 

 

 
 

 

Bring your own basket to enjoy the Easter Story, snacks, crafts, games and more! 
 

mailto:gretchenthigpen@gmail.com
mailto:svgustafson@gmail.com
mailto:inese@messiah-lutheran.us
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Announcements 
 
   I spy with my little eye… 
 

… Donna Hasbrouck and Jon Mueller cleaning the Narthex doors. 
… John and Marlena Dufresne pruning and cleaning our campus. 
 

Easter Bunnies Needed 
 

We are looking for helpers with Easter Egg Hunt on March 26.  
Would you consider: 

 

- Donating candy (no nuts, please) 
- Bringing yummy and healthy finger food for the event 

- Helping at the event by hiding Easter eggs, managing a craft table or games, 
welcoming families, setting and cleaning up 

Please sign up in the Narthex to help. 
 

 

 If you signed up for the Louisiana Bake Sale:  
Please pick up your baked goods for the month of 
March on Sunday, March 13 and check your name 
off the list. Thank you for supporting our youth in 
going to the National Youth Gathering! 

Thank you for your support! 
 
 

 

 

Stewardship Corner 
From Christian Youth Theater-Santa Cruz. A Recipient of our Share the Plate Blessing 
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Obituary 
 
Ralph Leo Bushey 
November 21, 1924 – January 31, 2016 
 
Ralph Bushey a longtime resident of Santa Cruz was called home to Heaven on 
Sunday morning, January 31st.  
 
Ralph was born in Milford, Michigan. He attended the University of Florida in 
Gainesville where he excelled in economics and mathematics, graduating with a 
degree in Agricultural Economics. He also received a degree in Cost Accounting. 
After college and his service in the military, Ralph married the love of his life 
Marline on July 10, 1948. They were married in Birmingham, Michigan. They were 
together for 67 years!! 
 
Ralph proudly served his country during World War Two in the Naval Air Corps.  After his military service, 
he worked with the Tempress Corporation (a division of Sperry-Rand) who sent Ralph to Southern 
California to set up their accounting department.   Ralph and Marline loved sunny California and lived in 
the Palos Verdes area where they raised their family. As a successful businessman and entrepreneur, 
Ralph started his own business, Micro Miniature Manufacturing Company. His company created parts 
which were used in the life support systems used by the first astronauts that walked in space! 
 
The Busheys moved up to Norther n California in the 1960’s where Ralph and Marline settled in the Santa 
Clara valley. Here Ralph worked in accounting and the new burgeoning electronics industry. He and 
Marline finally settled into Santa Cruz in 1976, living two blocks away from the ocean on West Cliff Drive. 
 
Ralph had a very productive retirement. He and Marline were very involved at their home parish Messiah 
Lutheran Church. He loved singing in the choir and also served as Messiah’s Treasurer. Ralph enjoyed 
computers and even taught classes at The Louden Nelson Center.  He also fixed computers for the Grey 
Bears. He was a founding trustee of The Cheetah Conservation Fund. 
 
Ralph is survived by his wife Marline, his two children Dr. Laura Marker and son Brad Bushey, his three 
Grand Daughters Charis, Sharon and Challi and Great Grand Child Alethia. 
 
The Bushey family would appreciate that memorials would be sent to Messiah Lutheran Church, 801 High 
Street, in Santa Cruz. A memorial service will be held at Messiah Lutheran Church in the Spring. 
 
A funeral service is scheduled for Saturday, March 26 at 3:00 pm.  
 


