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 Parents Night Out – July 2015 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JC had everyone’s attention! 

 
From The Santa Cruz Sentinel, Quick Bites, July 29, 2015 

 
Sample Wines of the World on Saturday 
 
The third annual Wines of the World is 5-8 p.m. this Saturday, Aug. 1, at 801 High St. 
Messiah Lutheran Church and Preschool is partnering with Jacob’s Heart to bring wines 
from Italy, France, Spain, Austria, Germany, South Africa, Chile and California. Food and 
cheeses from these wine regions will also be served. 
 
Tickets are $45 each, two for $80. Proceeds will benefit the organizations. Call 831-423-
8330 or email sanne46@comcast.net. 
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Pastor’s Ponderings 
By Pastor Rice 

 

 

 

Hark, the voice of Jesus calling, 
    “Who will go and work today? 
Fields are white and harvests waiting— 
    Who will bear the sheaves away?” 
Loud and long the Master calleth; 
    Rich reward He offers thee. 
Who will answer, gladly saying, 
    “Here am I, send me, send me”? 
 
Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling LSB 827 © 2001 Stephen P. Starke. 
 Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012993. Public domain 

 

 

 

Have you ever got to where you were going, and find out some of your plans had to change?  Imagine, if 
you were a Pastor who had been asked to give a presentation, and you arrive at the event, and were told 
that one of your choices for a hymn had been rejected?  Could you write a hymn on the spot? 

 

That is exactly what happened to Daniel March, a Pastor in Pennsylvania who in the latter part of the 19th 
century arrived at a city event and was told that his choice for a hymn was rejected.  On the spot, he 
composed this Hymn above! 

 

In one sense, we are in that same place as a congregation. The old familiar tools and resources are 
available to us.  We keep trying to do the same thing as in former years.  All of a sudden the ways that 
used to work are not working.  Many will complain, and get caught up in the challenge. 

 

Pastor March saw it as an opportunity instead of an obstacle.  He wrote this Hymn of a call to service in 
the face of rejection.  In our world of today are we not also in the midst of a call to serve our Lord Jesus 
who is calling us to the mission fields that are just outside our door? 

 

God has blessed us with a wonderful, rich mission field right outside our doorstep. He is calling us to join 
Him in His mission.  He is already out there. He is calling us to go out and join Him in His mission.  

 

I remember as I grew up, when I heard this hymn, I always thought of this as a call to go overseas in 
mission work.  Now as I celebrate my 30th anniversary of my ordination, I realize that God truly has brought 
the mission field here to our doorstep.  May we also answer gladly, “Here am I send me, send me.” 

 

 

 

 

 



Messiah Messenger 3 August 2015 
 

 
 

Insights from Inese, DCE 

 

Abundance or Leftovers 

 

Can you believe that we are entering the second half of the summer already? It is not so prominent 

here in CA (since something is blooming and ripening all the time!), but in my home-country Latvia, 

this time is known to be a time of abundance – abundance of fresh fruit and vegetables, abundance 

of flowers in their bright, deep colors (none of the light and subtle tones of spring!), abundance of 

sunshine and beach days. All of nature seems to be overflowing with rich abundance! 

The word, abundance, has been used in the Bible over 500 times and it often describes the way God 

is and the way God gives to us and provides for us. When I am going through struggles and 

challenges in my life, I notice how I tend to start focusing on what I do not have or on what is not 

going well. I notice how easy it is to allow these feelings steal the joy of the areas in my life that are 

working and that are going well. It is easy to focus on worries and fears and allow them to take over 

my life. Then, before too long, I find myself “enjoying” a pity party where I am the only one in 

attendance and refreshments are lacking. When I am in that place, it feels more like I am getting 

leftovers from God than abundance. Have you ever been there? Have you ever felt like that? 

Still, even then, the abundance is there. The abundance of the beauty of nature, the abundance of 

being able to enjoy simple activities like walking, boogie boarding, seeing friends, and being loved 

by my husband and family. The abundance of my past experiences with God when times of waiting 

and struggles were turned into blessings. The abundance of His grace for me even as I am sitting in 

my self-made pity party.  

So, today, I want to choose to live from a place and mind-set of abundance, not Leftovers. Today, I 

want to believe in the God who is generous beyond measure, who loves me deeply and loves 

showering good gifts into my life abundantly. Maybe then I can become free and secure enough to 

give to others – not just my leftovers, but abundantly and with joy. Join me?  
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President’s Message 

 
The church board of directors continues to appeal for 
ideas and suggestions to improve our membership and 
financial position. We have received a number of replies 
that propose various solutions to the challenge of the 
church board of directors to develop policies and 
guidelines for the mission and ministry staff and task 
teams to carry out. I appreciate the thoughtfulness and 
sincerity those who have offered their thoughts. I am 

confident we will receive more views in the future and will be welcomed by the board. I have resupplied the 
forms in the narthex, so take one home, put down your views and drop in the president’s box in Johnson 
Hall or simply place in the offering plate on any Sunday.   
 
The board will need to have your input and opinions before August 16th, as we will be working on the 
policy-based governance manual at our planning retreat the board, mission and ministry staff and task 
team members will be attending on Saturday, August 22. Rev. Ted Hartman again will be guiding us in 
developing plans and strategies to meet Messiah Lutheran congregation’s mission “to make disciples, 
reaching out with Jesus Christ as Savior, and sharing the Word and service of love with people in the 
whole community.”  
 
By the time you read this writing, the Wines of the World event probably has been completed on August 
1st.  The previous Wines of the World have been very successful and I have no doubt this year’s affair did 
not disappoint those who attended and as popular as those in the past. My hat (if I wore one) is off to 
Shirley and Erin Bush for heading up the occasion and all the volunteers that came to assist the event. 
Without volunteers, we would not be able to reach out to the community and demonstrate our love for 
Jesus Christ. A portion of the profit will be going to Jacob’s Heart, a very compassionate and benevolent 
organization supporting children suffering from cancer. 
 
Remember…and put on your calendar…our 16th Annual Oktoberfest celebration to be held Sunday, 
October 11th this year. I cannot believe it has been such a long time that we have been celebrating at our 
annual jovial festivity. This celebration takes a lot of folks to achieve a successful occasion. I want to 
appeal to your volunteer enthusiasm to help at this special event. You will have fun at the same time. Talk 
to Jonathan Mueller or Dorothy English to see where you can match your skills with pleasure at our annual 
Oktoberfest. 
 
 

God Bless† 
Jim Baker 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Summertime Beach Bonfire 

Wednesday, August 26 from 7 to 9pm 
Twin Lakes Beach 

Bring blankets, beach chairs, beach toys, s’more sticks yourself and your friends. 
Please contact  DCE Inese if you would like to provide  wood, hot dogs, buns, or condiments. The church 

will provide s’mores. 
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Stewardship Corner 
Acts 2:44–45, 47b “And all who believed were together and had all things in common.  
And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to 
all, as any had need. … And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were 
being saved.”   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Back to School Blessing 
Outdoor GIFT Service 

Sunday, August 30 at 10am on our patio 
GIFT stands for Generations in Faith Together. During this service, expect an informal 
atmosphere and opportunities to engage and interact with God and with your brothers and 
sisters in Christ. During this service, we will also pray for students, teachers and staff as they 
are returning to schools to start a new school year. This is also a Share the Plate Sunday 
which means that half of our offerings will go to support a local community service 
organization which, this month, is Jacob’s Heart. It is a great opportunity to invite your 
friends, children, grandchildren, and neighbors to celebrate God in His beautiful outdoor 
Sanctuary.  
 

 
Have you signed up on our website yet?  www.messiah-lutheran.us  Only registered members can log 
in and see some of our happenings.  The updated directory is on our website, under “Connect”, then 
“Members”.  How to tell if you are registered:  Under “Connect” you can see the “Members” section after 
you Sign In. If you find an error on your contact information, YOU can make the correction!  If you’ve not 
been able to sign in contact:  Julie@Messiah-lutheran.us 
 

Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you! 
 

Within the last two months, the Santa Cruz women’s jail has closed and that 
means we no longer have a Women’s Jail Ministry.  We want to acknowledge 
and thank Sue Reeves for her dedicated efforts and faithfulness in ministering 
to women in jail. Thank you for bringing Jesus to those women, Sue! 
 
 

http://www.messiah-lutheran.us/
mailto:Julie@Messiah-lutheran.us
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

3
rd
 Annual Wines of the World! 

MLC Is proud to sponsor the 3rd annual WoW fundraiser.  Proceeds go to Messiah Lutheran Preschool as 
well as Jacob’s Heart, a local children’s support service. 

August 1 

5:00-8:00 pm 

On our Patio 

Reserve your tickets now! 

Contact Shirley Busch (831)477-0960 or Erin Busch (831)477-0896 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Chrismons 

What are Chrismons?  They are symbols of Christ, the Bible, and the church in its earliest years.  Some 
designs are based on drawings or carvings in the catacombs or ancient buildings; others, you may create 
as your own interpretations of our Lord.  All Chrismons make a significant visual statement of our 
relationship to our Savior.  Chrismon decorations sing the song of the glory of God and His Love. 
 
Where did Chrismons originate?  In 1957, Mrs. Harry 
Spencer offered to decorate the evergreen tree in the 
Lutheran Church of the Ascension in Danville, Virginia.  
While searching for a special way to honor the Christ 
Child, she came across the ancient Chrismons.  
Immediately she decided she could spread the story of 
Christmas love with these. 
 
Why are Chrismons white and gold?  White stands for 
our Lord’s perfection and purity.  Gold refers to Christ’s 
majesty and glory.  Only tiny white lights should be used to 
light up a Chrismon tree.  These signify that Christ is the 
Light of the World.  Every item on the tree is a symbol.  
That’s what makes the Chrismon tree so inspiring. 

 
 

The MLC task forces for Christmas in July are well under way.  We will be ready for our Living Nativity 
2015 prior to Thanksgiving with many items in good repair. 
 

 George Ganschow and his sons are working on the stable.  If you would like to help him, give him a 
call! 

 Barbara Lee, Nancy Mazzei, and Susan Kolte are making some additional costumes for our angels, 
shepherds and kings. 

 Gretchen Thigpen is caring for our Chrismons, with the help of Marlena Dufresne.  Together, they 
make a powerful task force. 

 Eunice Baker, Susan Kolte, John and Marlena Dufresne and I made, tended and canned 
Sauerkraut as a fundraiser for oil candles in our Sanctuary.  From the various fundraising efforts we 
have raised $300.00 so far.  We need $1,000.00 to purchase the candles.  We are well on our way!  
If you’d like to give to this endeavor, write a check to MLC, on comment line write “Oil Candles” and 
mail it in to the office. 

 
It is exciting to see everyone helping with repairs and adding to freshen up our costumes and Chrismons.  
What great servants of God worship here at MLC! 

~
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August 7 and September 4 

FIRST FRIDAY 

 

5.30 to 8.30pm 
MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH AND 

PRESCHOOL 
(801 High St., Santa Cruz) 

For children ages 3 to 10 
Dinner, games, crafts, special guests 

Suggested donation: $15 for the first child, $25 per family 
 

Reserve your spot by e-mailing inese@messiah-lutheran.us or calling 831 
423 8330 

 
 
 
 

mailto:inese@messiah-lutheran.us
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
God’s peace, joy and blessings as you continue to walk with our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Our President and our Board of Directors after our last voters meeting asked for ideas to help us in our 
work here at Messiah Lutheran Church.  They have been gathering ideas for our Strategic Planning 
Workshop scheduled for August 22. 
 
This summer, the Mission and Ministry teams at your church have been hard at work planning and 
implementing events like Wines of the World, Parents Nights Out, and Neighborhood BBQ. They also are 
preparing for the planning for the next ministry program year.  
 
We would like to talk to you and hear your thoughts on how we at Messiah Lutheran Church can work 
together to be a part of God’s mission and offer a meaningful and inspiring ministry to people in our 
community and church.   
 
In order to do that, Messiah Lutheran Church leaders (members of both the Board of Directors, as well as 
the Mission and Ministry teams) will be calling a sample of our church members to ask a few simple 
questions about your experience at Messiah Lutheran and your ideas and suggestions of how we all 
together could grow God’s ministry through Messiah Lutheran.  
 
The phone calls will be happening the week of August 9 through the 15. If you want to be a part of the 
phone survey, and would like to schedule a certain time for the phone call, please contact the church office 
at 831 423 8330.  
 
We do thank you for being a part of Messiah Lutheran Church and, even more importantly, being a part of 
God’s amazing work in this world. 
 
In Christ, 
Rev. Richard R. Rice 
 

Draft Questions for the Phone Survey 
1. How would you describe your experience at MLC? (Spiritually and socially) 

2. In what ways do you see our church enhancing our worship service as well as enhancing our way of 
sharing God's love in our community? 

3. Do you think your friends would feel comfortable at our church? Elaborate either way 

4. How can MLC help you grow in your relationship with 
Christ? How can it help others grow as well? 

5. What are some traits that you have that can help you be 
a part of God's work here at MLC and/or the local 
community? 
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Here we are in the “Dog Days of Summer” and already Oktoberfest Santa 
Cruz 2015 is only two months away!!! Mark your calendars for Sunday, 
October the 11th. This will be Messiah Lutheran Church’s 16th Annual 
Oktoberfest celebration! 
 
We would like to see this year’s event be the biggest ever! Do you know 
that that last year’s event grossed more than $6,000?!! With our church’s 
current weak financial situation, let’s see if we can blow last year’s 
numbers out of the water. So, how do we do this??? Here are some 
suggestions………….. 

 

 A great majority of our church members use some sort of Social Media (Facebook, Twitter, 

Instagram). I would encourage all of our members who are on social media to promote Oktoberfest! 

We even have our flyer which you can put on your page! 

 Not on Social Media? Then do it the old fashion way….tell a friend(s)!!!! Pass out our flyers, there 

will always be in a bunch in the Narthex. Hand out our Guest Tickets to your friends and family!!  

 Do you belong to a social group, club or retirement community? Promote Oktoberfest to your club 

members! 

Lastly, to have a strong event, we need more members to join our Oktoberfest Committee. We are in dire 
need of a graphic artist to design a new “Banner” for the church grounds. Do you or a friend/colleague 
have computer graphic talents? Please see me!! Do you have marketing skills, cooking skills and 
organizational gifts….see me!!!! 
 
Thanks again for the support that you have all given to this event in the past years. Again, hope to see you 
on October 11th! 
 
Jonathan Mueller 
Event Chairperson 
831-252-0905 
 
 


