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MLC Travelogue - Where God’s People Have Traveled this Summer 
 

Pastor Rick and his family enjoyed Yellowstone and beyond. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Julie and Larry Juell took a road trip to Ashland, Oregon. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               Sundial Bridge, Redding    Flowers at event by Ashland Garden Club 

 
 

Sarah Button has spent many wonderful months in Scotland 
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Insights from Inese, DCE 

 

Summer God-sightings 

 

In the recent years, I was introduced to an idea of God-sightings. This idea is based on belief that 

God is all around us all the time. When we keep our hearts and eyes open, we catch glimpses of His 

presence in people, events and world around us, as well as in our own hearts, efforts, successes and 

even failures. Put very simply, God sighting is when we “catch” a glimpse of God’s presence in our 

daily life. As I have become more intentional about noticing these God-sightings, it has helped my 

faith in God who is present in and cares for my daily life and the seemingly small things in it, grow.  

 

I would like to share a God-sighting from my life recently. As some of you might know, I recently 

have caught, as one of our church members described it, “an ocean bug.” My free time is often spent 

trying to find waves that are big enough for me to enjoy them, but small enough for me not to drown 

(I am not a very good swimmer). As I was boogie-boarding last weekend, I suddenly saw what 

looked like a family of dolphins (two bigger ones and one small) really, really close to the shore and 

even closer to me. I had to stop and catch my breath at the beauty of God’s creation and the sudden 

realization that we were sharing and enjoying the ocean together. The words, Thank You, God, came 

out of my mouth so naturally and easily. I did not have any doubt that He was present with me at 

that beautiful moment. 

 

I will continue to watch for God-sightings this summer. Maybe I will even write them down not to 

lose them. My hope is also that you might be inspired to catch your own God-sightings in your daily 

life which, when lived with Jesus, turns into something precious, beautiful and sacred.  
 

 

 



Messiah Messenger 4 July 2015 
  
 

 
 

 
President’s Message 

 
Our semi-annual congregational voters meeting was 
held Sunday, June 7 after the 10:00 a.m. worship 
service. We did have a quorum of members to conduct 
business and vote on proposed motions. Nonetheless, I 
would like to have had a larger gathering so all 
members could discuss and debate the positives and 
negatives of the direction the board of directors are 
proposing and continue to focus on our mission “to 

make disciples, reaching out with Jesus Christ as Savior, and sharing the Word and service of love with 
people in the whole community.” Our next voters meeting will be in November of this year and I would 
encourage every member to make plans to attend. 
 
The ministry staff reported on their current and future plans to guide the task force teams (former 
committees) to make our church more satisfying and exciting for current and future members. Pastor Rice, 
with the worship task force team, will be focused on adding or varying our worship services (within the 
guidelines of Missouri Synod) to motivate current and new visitors to come back every Sunday. 
 
Our next fiscal year’s budget (July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016) was approved by members in 
attendance. Although the new fiscal year budget has programed a deficit, it is little changed from last fiscal 
year’s budget. We are dutifully meeting our obligations and expenses without drawing a significant amount 
from our line of credit. 
 
A proposal to transition to policy based governance model was also approved. The purpose of this change 
is to move to a more contemporary corporate model. Under this plan, the board of directors is responsible 
to the congregation, the Ministry and Mission staff (Pastor and DCE) is responsible to the board of 
directors, and the task force teams are responsible to the Ministry and Mission staff.  Not only is each 
echelon responsible for the supervision of each unit, but also each is accountable to their upper level of 
governance. Approval of the current bylaws suspension for one year in order to adopt a new policy based 
governance structure was ratified by members. New bylaws and a policy manual should be available for 
vote at our semi-annual meeting in May 2016.  
 
The election of the board of directors for one year was completed. The board consists of President Jim 
Baker, Vice-President Leonard Damm, Secretary Lorna Helick, Treasurer Julie Young and members-at-
large Shannon Brady, Reuben Helick and Gretchen Thigpen. 
 
I have placed an “Appeal for Ideas” paper in the Narthex requesting member’s suggestions, thoughts, 
solutions, beliefs, etc. to help our church grow and prosper. You may leave your comments in the 
President’s box in Johnson Hall or drop in the offering plate on Sunday. You need not sign the document. 
Please take time to help the board of directors guide our church and fulfill our responsibilities. 
 

God Bless† 
Jim Baker 
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Announcements
 

Summer Camping Trip 
Mt. Madonna County Park in Santa Clara County 

Trails, bonfires, s’mores, and more 
July 10-12 

Cost: $15 per person, plus food 
Non-refundable deposit of $15 per family when signing up 

R.S.V.P. to DCE Inese 

 

~~POSTPONED~~POSTPONED~~POSTPONED~~ 
Summertime Beach Bonfire 

Thursday, July 16 from 7 to 9pm 
Twin Lakes Beach 

Bring blankets, beach chairs, beach toys, s’more sticks yourself and your friends. 
Please contact  DCE Inese if you would like to provide  wood, hot dogs, buns, or condiments, The church 

will provide s’mores. 
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Stewardship Corner 
First Fruits Giving Through Bill Pay 
 
Do you use bill pay or some other on-line program or application to pay your bills?  Why not use it to 
give your offering.  You can simply set up Messiah as a payee and send your checks directly to the 
office at 801 High Street, Santa Cruz, CA  95060.   (831) 423-8330.  You can even set up an automatic 
payment for your offering to be sent weekly, every other week, monthly, etc.  This is truly first fruits 
giving! 
 
Going to be traveling this summer?  Setting up automatic payments will enable you to still practice first 
fruits giving while you are sitting on the beach or traveling to the Grand Canyon! 
 
Messiah Lutheran also still has access to the Simply Giving Program, (formerly under Thrivent, now 
under Vanco). You can set it up to simply transfer your offering directly from your bank account to the 
church bank account.  This service has a $.50 fee for each transaction. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Christmas in July 
MLC’s Living Nativity, along with Oktoberfest and Spring Carnival, are our largest and oldest community 
events.  This year, we’d like to be prepared ahead of the Living Nativity by having more costumes, 
repairing/recreating our stable, new oil candles, and new Chrismons in our sanctuary.  In this way, we can 
prepare for the Gospel message to go out to our neighbors. Here’s the plan: 

1) More costumes.  Hopefully we will have more angels and a larger angel costume for the head angel.  That 

means more costumes!  We need people who can sew and teach others to sew.   

2) More Chrismons.  Our sanctuary tree is so beautiful; we can fill all of it with more Chrismons ornaments and 

a new sign that explains Chrismons. Let’s learn how to make these together.  This is a fun family day.   

3) A new stable!  Last year, ours blew over in a big wind storm.  It would be nice to have a new one with a 

rainproof roof.  Utilizing existing wood would be a big plus if that is doable.  Woodworkers can plan it out and 

work together.   
4) New oil candles for the center aisle in the sanctuary of MLC.  Imagine no more wax to peel off of the carpet, 

pews or flooring.  Look for our fundraisers!   
Meet in Johnson fellowship Hall, following the 10:00 am service, on July 19, 2015. Brief discussion and meet 

& greet to discuss how and when to accomplish our goals.  Meet those who have your skillset and figure 

out who would like to do what.   

 

Contact Julie Juell if you would like to help, 423-8330 or julie@messiah-lutheran.us 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

3
rd
 Annual Wines of the World! 

MLC Is proud to sponsor the 3rd annual WoW fundraiser.  Proceeds go to Messiah Lutheran Preschool as 
well as Jacob’s Heart, a local children’s support service. 

August 1 

5:00-8:00 pm 

On our Patio 

Reserve your tickets now! 

Contact Shirley Busch (831)477-0960 or Erin Busch (831)477-0896 
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July 2015 
 

Dear Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church Congregational Members: 
 

On June 7
th
, at the Voters Meeting, the budget for the fiscal year 2015-2016 (July 1, 2015 to June 30, 

2016) was approved.  It was virtually identical to last year's budget; both of which showed a $30K 

deficit.  In other words, we are budgeting for $30K more in expenses than income.  Now, at the close 

of the 2014-2015 fiscal year, we were basically even, due to some careful attention to reducing 

expenses from the budgeted amount, combined with charitable contributions exceeding budget by 

about $30K. 

 

This year was different.  We now have borrowed $50K against the $90K line of credit, and also owe 

$80K in the form of unsecured promissory notes to various congregants at 3.00% interest.  The LOC 

is at about 7.5% interest.  Back in 2009 the congregation approved a $90K LOC which was opened 

at Santa Cruz County Bank in September 2009.  At one point it was close to its limit, then was paid 

to zero balance last year, while the individual promissory notes at 3% interest grew to about $60K.   

Presently, when considering our total cash position, as of June 5th, MLC was about $93K in debt.  

This represents approximately 2.6% of the total equity MLC holds in the form of real property and 

chattel.  If we were truly in a downhill slide, then we would have closed the doors years ago.  Right 

now we are being challenged.  There are blessings that come from challenges.  God provides us with 

both challenges and solutions!  Question:  Do you think that God, who created everything, and owns 

everything, would quibble with using some of His assets to proclaim His word?  Of course not.  

 

While it would be easy to balance the budget, that act would require firing staff and reducing 

salaries.  The problem - congregants who are dependable givers would then leave, and likely staff as 

well, almost instantly leaving an empty church with a lower annual income from charitable 

contributions, putting us right back into the world of deficit spending.   

 

It is reasonable to conclude that Messiah Lutheran Church's financial issues are symptomatic of 

something greater:  We need to improve our overall ministry.  That does not happen on its own.  It 

will require many to focus on, and implement a better ministry that better serves the Great 

Commission. 

 

The core issue we need to all embrace:  As Christians, we are obligated to be responsible stewards of 

the gifts that God has blessed us with.  This pertains to both our personal lives, and our corporate 

responsibilities as voting members of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Christ made it simple 

so everyone could capture the essence of why the church exists.  It is called the Great Commission.  

Refresh your memory and read it yourself - Matthew 28:16-20.  I know in my heart that our Lord is 

always with us at MLC.  St. Paul encourages us to remain confident, Romans 8:28.   

 

I have been dealing with the financial affairs at MLC for 20 years now.  I have carefully watched the 

trends, and have become a pretty confident guy when it comes to first fruits giving and stewardship.  
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I practice it, and it works!  If anyone has any questions about stewardship and first fruits giving, 

please see me!  Truly, it is one of my favorite subjects as a Christian, because I can testify firsthand 

how it allows a Christian to build trust in God, which then enriches the worldly relationship with 

Him; and prepares the Christian for the life eternal with all the saints in heaven!   As for volunteer 

work, Christ explained it nicely in Matthew 9:37 "The harvest is plenty but the workers are few".   

His sign reads "Help Wanted!"  So, keep tuned into the congregational activity, and participate as 

you are able!   

 

I encourage each and every one of you to thank God daily for your innumerable blessings, including 

fellowship and the communion of saints here at MLC.  Do not fear, Luke 12:32.   

 

Let us remain prayerful and confident in the power of the Holy Spirit to continue to work through us 

to provide hope to the unchurched and the non-believers. Just one soul saved is huge in the kingdom 

of heaven, and we are here to be part of that.  Let's keep our doors wide open, and bring the message 

of Hope to those who seek it. 

 

Meanwhile, our newly re-organized congregational leadership structure is busy working to improve 

ourselves - all of us - to support our Triune God as messengers of Hope and Love to a fallen world.  

I encourage all of us to remain confident in the ways of the Lord, Psalm 118:8. 

 

Remember, you cannot "out give" God, but it is really fun to try!  Let's all live with a generous heart, 

and share God's love with those around us in thought, in word, and in deed... and in prayer!  

Meanwhile, our newly formed Board of Directors will keep a watchful eye on the financial affairs of 

MLC, and remain as faithful stewards of God's property here at 801 High Street. 

 

Onward and Upward! 

 

Agape, 

Reuben Helick 

Finance Chairman 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
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July 3 and August 7 

FIRST FRIDAY 

 

5.30 to 8.30pm 
MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH AND 

PRESCHOOL 
(801 High St., Santa Cruz) 

For children ages 3 to 10 
Dinner, games, crafts, juggling with J.C. 

Suggested donation: $15 for the first child, $25 per family 
 

Reserve your spot by e-mailing inese@messiah-lutheran.us or calling 831 
423 8330 

 
 
 
 

mailto:inese@messiah-lutheran.us
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