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Pastor’s Ponderings 
By Pastor Rice 

 

 

For the fruits of His creation, 
    Thanks be to God. 

For His gifts to ev’ry nation, 
    Thanks be to God. 

For the plowing, sowing, reaping, 
Silent growth while we are sleeping, 
Future needs in earth’s safekeeping, 

    Thanks be to God. 
For the Fruits of His Creation LSB 894 © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License .NET, no. 100012993. 

 

 

 

June has already arrived, and we are all anxiously looking forward to some ‘outside time’.  
Yet, our weather keeps changing.  Our recent outdoor service moved inside due to the late 
fog and dampness.  In the midst of these weather changes, we still look around and enjoy 
the gives of God’s creation! 
 
In this song by Fred Pratt Green, we reflect for many things of God’s creation to be thankful 
for.  The quiet times and the obvious busy times.  For the agriculture and for the work of our 
creative God still providing nourishment. 
 
I encourage you to reflect on God’s creation this month which traditionally begins the month 
of ReCreation. (Yes, I spelled it that way on purpose!)  As we go on our vacations and 
travels, we turn to our God and see all that He has been doing.  It will not be without 
challenges.  The ongoing drought, the ongoing need to be good stewards, does not take 
away that God has been doing many wonderful things in us and around us. 
 
We still continue to keep our beloved gift of God’s creation in our prayers.  For the end of 
the draught, for good stewardship of the resources God has gifts us with.  For all these 
things, we continue to say “Thanks be to God!” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please welcome our guest preacher, Chaplain (LTC) Dann J. Ettner, 
on June 14 and 21. Chaplain Ettner will be leading us during the 
Divine Service and Bible Class on those Sundays.  

June 14 
Mark 4:30-32 
Sermon:  “In God We Trust – Part 1” 
 
June 21 
Mark 4:35-48 
Sermon:  “In God We Trust – Part 2” 
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Insights from Inese, DCE 

Forced to Rub Shoulders 

I recently read an article, Small is Big, by one of my favorite Christian 

authors Phillip Yancey (http://philipyancey.com/small-is-large). And, yes, 

the title refers to church. If you are a part of Messiah Lutheran Church, 

you have probably discovered that you are also a part of a small church. As it turns out, so are a 

majority of church attending Americans.  

I have to confess to you that often times it is easy for me to see things that do not work as well as 

they could (or should in my mind), while  forgetting what is right and good about this church and the 

strengths that being small brings out. Phillip Yancey reminded me of that: 

Given a choice, I tend to hang out with folks like me: people who have college degrees, drink dark 

roast coffee, listen to classical music, and buy their cars based on EPA gas mileage ratings.  Yet 

after a while I get bored with people like me.  Smaller groups (and smaller churches) force me to 

rub shoulders with everybody else. 

I, like Yancey, can say that one of the biggest strengths of smaller churches like ours is community 

and relationships that we can build because we are small. It is not just knowing each other’s names, 

but often knowing what is going on in each other’s lives. We have interacted with, served with and 

walked with people who are of different ages, life stages, interests and personalities. When I was 

getting married and both of our families were far away, I had one of the ladies from this church take 

me dress-shopping, another one shoe-shopping, another one do the flowers for my wedding and yet 

another one host a bridal shower. When we announced the engagement, I was told by one of the 

older saints: Girl, you have to set the date or the church is gonna do it for you. It’s family. It’s real.  

And, yes, sometimes it causes friction or even discomfort. Usually, though, I discover the gifts of 

God in these people that I would not have received from my peers.  

Don’t get me wrong, in no way am I against large churches. I have been a part of one, loved it and 

grew through it tremendously. I just think that small and large churches all have a place in God’s 

Kingdom and all have their strengths and weaknesses. When we are in the middle of it, it can be 

easy to magnify the weaknesses and take the strengths for granted. May we remember, celebrate and 

build upon the strengths that God has given us while trusting that He even uses our weaknesses for 

His glory. 
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President’s Message 

 
I had the pleasure and the privilege of attending the 
California-Nevada-Hawaii district convention in San 
Jose April 17 through April 19. Pastor Rick shepherded 
me through all the activities and proceedings the 
layperson representatives were required to accomplish. 
I appreciated his steadfast support. I don’t think I would 
have enjoyed the convention as much if I did not have 
his guidance. 

 
Many events are taking place in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. The theme for the convention was 
“Run the Race-Eyes fixed on Jesus.” We heard our District President Rev. Dr. Robert Newton’s two 
reports on his vision for the district. He emphasized the need for missionaries to spread the word of God to 
the world and in our communities. By missionaries, he meant you and me. His vision fits with our mission 
statement “to make disciples, reaching out with Jesus Christ as Savior, and sharing the Word and service 
of love with people in the whole community.” Dr. Newton took us through the history of Christendom. There 
were times when the church was in charge of our daily lives, but today, the church is not in charge. He 
challenged us to revitalize our congregations and our schools to proclaim the word of God to all, including 
the non-churched.  It is an enormous challenge, but as Christians we know we can do it. It will take training 
church leaders and mobilization of laity. We are in this together and with dedication and commitment we 
will succeed.  
 
Missouri Synod President Rev. Dr. Matt Harrison also spoke at the convention. He related the challenge to 
Christians in the Europe-North America area is the decline in Christians and Christian churches. The 
Missouri Synod membership in Europe-North America is down 18% in the past 40 years, and in the last 10 
years a decline of 27%. A scary number, but can be overcome if we put our hearts and minds into 
accepting our duties as missionaries. Pray about it, and we will be fruitful. 
 
We continue to plod along with our work of moving to a policy-based governance. We will be looking at 
policy manuals of other churches, and pick, choose and add portions that apply to Messiah. We are 
projecting to complete a draft governance manual by the end of this year. When we started this process, 
we knew it would be an extended and time-consuming project. I believe we are moving along expeditiously 
and will report to the congregation as soon as we see light at the end of the tunnel.  
 
Our next voters’ meeting is scheduled for June 7, 2015 after our 10:00 a.m. worship service. I urge all 
members of Messiah to attend. This meeting is the time your leadership will review the past six months 
and let you know future activities planned for your church. We will have a proposal regarding the new 
policy governance plan for approval of our members. An agenda for the voters’ meeting will be provided 
for your review prior to the meeting.  Please mark your calendar and plan to attend.  
 

God Bless† 
Jim Baker 
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Save the Dates - Summer Camping Trip 
Mt. Madonna County Park in Santa Clara County 

Trails, bonfires, s’mores, and more 
July 10-12 

Cost: $15 per person, plus food 
Non-refundable deposit of $15 per family when signing up 

R.S.V.P. to DCE Inese 

 

Watch out for new children’s and adult worship supplies coming in June. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Education Opportunities 
for Children, Youth and Families 

 
Children’s Bible Time during Sunday Worship for Children Ages 4 to 10 

Right after children’s message, children have an opportunity to leave the sanctuary for 
Bible time that is geared specifically towards them. They return in time to participate 

in the Holy Communion together with their parents.  

Youth Group 
NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING INFORMATION MEETING 

Sunday, June 28 after 10 am service 
(Meeting date subject to change if it does not work for most people) 

A short meeting to discuss next summer's National Youth Gathering in New Orleans 
National Youth Gathering is held every three years and brings together over 30 000 youth and 

adults. Some of the events at Youth Gatherings include Bible study, concerts, dynamic speakers, 

worship, service, fun events and relationships that often last after the Youth Gathering. It is the one 

event that everyone who is able should participate. Believe me, it is pretty life-changing. The next 

Youth Gathering is happening in in New Orleans, July 16- 20.  
 

 

 

Finals Study Hall 

June 6-9 from noon to 9pm 
 



Messiah Messenger 6 June 2015 
  
 

 
 

 

 

Young Adult End of Year Party 
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Stewardship Corner 
Mark 1:7  And John preached, saying, "After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop 

down and untie.”  John is right: Jesus is immensely greater than any of us, yet behold how He came to serve!  Ask yourself how you’ve 

followed His lead?  

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Reach out with the love of Jesus by helping to host a UCSC Finals’ Study Hall 

June 6-9 

You can help by: 
- Donating snacks for the Study Hall: 

- Chips and salsa 

- Starbucks cold mocha drinks 

- Yogurts 

- Dried fruit (individual packages) from Costco    

- Trail-mix (individual packages from Costco) 

- Chips bags (individual packages from Costco) 

- Homemade cookies, brownies, etc.  

- Fresh fruit 

- Bagels and cream cheese 

- Drinks – water, iced tea, etc. 

- Cook and bring the dinner for one of the nights. Please include a vegeterian option. 

- Sign up for 2-3 hour time slots to help with hosting (be present, get out snacks) 

 

Please sign up in the Narthex or by contacting DCE Inese at inese@messiah-lutheran.us 

Watch for 

Neighborhood Barbeque 
 
 
 
 

Tentatively Scheduled for July 25 - 4pm to 6 pm – Burgers & Beverages 
On Our Lovely Patio 

 

 
 

Ingemar, Dean, Julie, Julie, Larry 
@ Wilder Ranch 

As you can see, sunglasses are 
required to be part of our group! 
 

Please join us on our next outing.  
Want to be on the email list?  
Contact Erin B. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Coming to the Johnson Fellowship Hall during Coffee Hour on the last two Sunday mornings of June 

THE FELLOWSHIP AND HUMAN CARE OPPORTUNITY TABLE 
 

* Bring one or a few  items from home that you no longer use and wish to pass along and would like to donate. Bring Household 
items, small appliances, clothing, toys, books, games. etc., anything that will fit on a table top.  Please no large furniture items. 
 

* Place the items on the opportunity table in Johnson Fellowship Hall. 
 

* If you find something on the Opportunity Table that you would like to have please donate whatever it is worth to you. Money is to 
be placed in the basket on the table. Shoppers remember that you set the price! 
 

* Donations collected will be given weekly to one of our groups, or causes at Messiah.  
* For example * 

Good Shepherd * LWML * Fellowship * Choir * Campus Ministry * Human Care * Family Life * Altar Guild * Our Preschool * our 
Food Pantry. Your suggestions of other groups or causes are welcomed. Eventually Community Outreach to other nonprofit 
organizations?   
  

* All donated items not sold on that Sunday will be donated to an appropriate local charity.  Nothing will be held over.  So come 
and shop for the real bargains.  We see this as a beneficial way to help our members clear out clutter and share their "No longer 
desired treasures" and to benefit each other and our church.  
 

I would prefer that we start off with smaller amounts of items donated.  I will be responsible for donating anything not "sold" each 
week.  So I wouldn't want this to become a flea market sized event. Let's have fun with it! 

   Darlene  

Coming Soon: Christmas in July 
MLC’s Living Nativity, along with Oktoberfest and Spring Carnival, are our largest and oldest community 
events.  This year, we’d like to be prepared ahead of the Living Nativity by having more costumes, 
repairing/recreating our stable, new oil candles, and new Chrismons in our sanctuary.  In this way, we can 
prepare for the Gospel message to go out to our neighbors. Here’s the plan: 

1) More costumes.  Hopefully we will have more angels and a larger angel costume for the head angel.  That 

means more costumes!  We need people who can sew and teach others to sew.   

2) More Chrismons.  Our sanctuary tree is so beautiful; we can fill all of it with more Chrismons ornaments and 

a new sign that explains Chrismons. Let’s learn how to make these together.  This is a fun family day.   

3) A new stable!  Last year, ours blew over in a big wind storm.  It would be nice to have a new one with a 

rainproof roof.  Utilizing existing wood would be a big plus if that is doable.  Woodworkers can plan it out and 

work together.   
4) New oil candles for the center aisle in the sanctuary of MLC.  Imagine no more wax to peel off of the carpet, 

pews or flooring.  Look for our fundraisers!   
Contact Julie Juell if you would like to help. 

Christmas in July Fundraiser #1 
Would you like to learn how to can Sauerkraut? 
Thursday, June 25. Can the Kraut. 2:00 pm, MLC Kitchen 

The sauerkraut will be available for sale on June 27.  Just in time for your 4th of July BBQ! 
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MLC Graduates 
Class of 2015 

 
I will be graduating from UCSC this Spring 2015, with a Marine Biology B.S. degree. 
Growing up in Bali, Indonesia, I have always lived by the ocean. I am very thankful that I 
was able to learn and graduate with this degree from an exceptional University 
overlooking the Monterey Bay that values and encourages research on how to conserve 
our ocean. After graduation, I will be spending my summer in Bali, seeing my family. But I 
will be coming back to California to pursue a career, while also working towards being a 
part of a research lab. 

I still remember when I was first introduced to Messiah Lutheran Church my freshman 
year of college by Pastor H. Schmidt, who had baptized me and my family years ago in Bali. Living far 
away from my family and not being able to see them often, I have always felt a sense of family and 
belonging every time I come to church. Messiah Lutheran Church has always treated me with warmth and 
kindness, and I have gained a lot of close friends, memorable memories and also experienced a lot of 
peacefulness while being a member of the church. I am thankful for all the love and support everyone has 
given me, and also thank you for all the events that has been put forth for me and my fellow UCSC friends; 
I've enjoyed every one of them. Thank you. 
 
Lots of love, 
Jennifer Neider  
 

 

 

Hello! My name is Lea Miller and I'm graduating from UC Santa Cruz in June with a B.S. in 
Ecology and Evolution. I will be taking time off from school to get work experience- I don't 
know where yet! The Lord has been my strength throughout my college career and I couldn't 
have done it without Him. It is a blessing to have such a wonderful church family. Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

 

Emma is graduating from 5th grade from San Lorenzo Elementary School June 11th 
10:30 am. 
She will go on to San Lorenzo Middle School in the fall. She loves soccer, swimming, 
skiing and softball.  
Emma loves to read and has started to play the Saxophone. She embraces all things 
with excitement and wonder and we hope she continues with that zest for life for many 
years to come. She loves all of her family which also includes all of the family and 
church friends. She expresses her love for all the people she knows, equally, family and 
friends alike. 
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Danielle is graduating high school from Monte Vista Christian School. In the fall she will 
be attending Azusa Pacific University down south. She is planning to major in 
Communications where after graduation she would like to follow in her dads footsteps and 
pursue a career in law enforcement. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Dylan is Graduating 8th grade from Green Valley Christian where he has been since 
preschool.  Attending Monte Vista Christian in the fall where he is looking forward to 
playing football and golf.  He's looking forward to a new school and what high school 
brings.  
 
 
 

 18 year-old Tyler Chen Hayford is a senior at Pacific Collegiate 
School, Santa Cruz. His piano studies began at age 5, with Mary Jane 
Cope and Vlada Volkova Moran. He currently studies with Hans 
Boepple.  Tyler has been a scholarship attendee of summer music 
programs such as the Meadowmount School of Music, the Colburn 
Academy Piano Festival, and the California Summer Music.   
 

 At age 14 as the winner of their piano concerto competition, he soloed 
with Santa Cruz Youth Symphony. Tyler performed a solo benefit 

recital that raised over $2500 for Typhoon Haiyan victims in the Philippines in 2014. In the same year, he 
was also winner of the 28th Annual Celia Mendez Young Pianist's Beethoven Competition, 1st place winner 
of the Pacific Musical Society piano competition as well as being accepted to MTAC’s prestigious Young 
Artist Guild.  This year, he has performed three YAG solo concerts for MTAC at Lodi, Sacramento and 
Santa Cruz.  
 

 Tyler has studied with Vlada Volkova Moran since 2011. He is the organist at Messiah Lutheran Church of 
Santa Cruz, performing for the American Guild of Organists, San Jose Chapter since 2012 . Locally, Tyler 
has also performed for the Santa Cruz Baroque Festival and for Annual Organists Kaleidophone 
Fundraising Concert since 2011.  
 

 Tyler can often be found scouting new places to shoot photos for Instagram, where he has over 21,000 
followers. 
 

He will be attending the Eastman School of Music this fall with merit scholarship, majoring in Piano 
Performance under Prof. Douglas Humpherys and he will continue his organ studies under the direction 
of David Higgs. 
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Lauren Heffner will be graduating from Aptos Junior High School on June 5th at 3:00 
p.m.  The ceremony will be held at Cabrillo College football stadium.  She will be 
attending Brentwood High School in Contra Costa County this fall.   
 

 

 

 

Carl Douglas Thigpen and Blake Arthur Thigpen  
 

Blake graduated from CSULB with a Bachelor of Science Business Administration 
- Finance.  He plans to continue to live in Long Beach, CA. 
 
Carl will graduate from SCHS in June.  He will attend college in the fall (to be 
decided.) 
 

 

I am Sarah Wood and am getting a double major in Politics and Sociology at 
UCSC. I have been a member of the volunteering club on campus called 
Circle K International and have volunteered all over Santa Cruz county in my 
four years at UCSC both within and outside of the club such as my work with 
Messiah Lutheran Church and the Mission on Elm St. Volunteering is my 
lifestyle as much as being a student has been so I hope to be a lifelong 
learner and volunteer because the bonds you make with your fellow 
volunteers and the people you are helping are truly magical. I am excited to 
be nearly finished with college and able to continue working toward my 
dreams of becoming a social data analyst, getting a rescue dog, and getting a house in San Francisco with 
a white picket fence and an apple tree. Sometimes it's the little things that make the biggest differences so 
although these four years here in Santa Cruz seem short, they have changed me in the very best ways 
and made me grow into a person that I am proud of. Thank you MLC, CKI, and UCSC for all of the love 
and support. 

 
 
Madeline Juell graduated with an A.A. in Visual Design from the Fashion Institute of Design and 
Merchandise, San Francisco in January of 2015.  Ceremony of graduation will be in June.  She is currently 
a Merchandiser for American Apparel at their flagship Chinagate store in San Francisco.  Check out her 
website: www.madelinejuell.com 
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     Messiah Lutheran Church 
 and Preschool 

 801 High Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

 (831) 423-8330    Fax (831) 423-6677   
 Preschool (831) 458-1498 

  

   Semi-Annual Congregational Voters’ Meeting 

  AGENDA 
  June 7, 2015 

 
 
 
 
Call to Order 
 
Opening Devotion 
 
Approval of November 9, 2014 Semi-Annual Congregational Voters Meeting minutes 
 
President’s Report 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Finance Report 
  
Ministry Staff (Pastor/DCE) report  
 Ministry team report 
 Mission team report 
  
Unfinished Business 
  
New Business 
 ADDED: Proposed Budget FY 2015-2016 
 Proposal for Policy Based Governance  
 ADDED: Election of MLC Board of Directors 
  
Closing prayer and adjournment 
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TO:  VOTERS OF MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

FROM:  CHURCH COUNCIL 

SUBJECT:  PROPOSAL TO TRANSITION TO POLICY BASED GOVERNANCE MODEL 

DATE:  APRIL 22, 2015 

 

For the past two years the Church Council, the Board of Elders and several members of the congregation have been 

working to develop a strategic plan that will enable the congregation of Messiah to more effectively focus on our 

mission – to reach out in the community through the love of Christ.  Through these retreats and visioning sessions, 

we have realized that there are more volunteer opportunities than there are available volunteers, and that the work that 

we are doing is not focused in a single direction. 

In order to help us focus our limited resources, and make the best uses of the time and talent that Lord has blessed us 

with, the Church Council would like to propose the following:  
- That Messiah Lutheran Church transition to a policy based governance model (Board of Directors Model - see diagram) 

vs. the current committee based model.  The new model would create two bodies: 

o The Governing Body or Board of Directors which would consist of 7 members and would focus on setting the 

overall vision and strategic outcomes that will enable Messiah to accomplish our mission. 

o The Missions and Ministry Teams which will be led by the ministry staff (Pastor and DCE) and volunteers will 

be working in teams to accomplish those outcomes set by the Board of Directors.   

Purpose of this change: 
- The current Church Council structure has many committees and requires a lot of volunteers in order to accomplish the 

goals of the committees.   

- Current Church Council meetings are focused on reporting and not on action and planning, which is needed in order to 

accomplish our mission.   

- The new structure enables Messiah to: 

o maintain a proper governance structure for Messiah,   

o focus on growth and accomplishing our mission, 

o provide a more efficient and rewarding venue for volunteers 

o be action oriented vs. reporting oriented   

o stay focused on accomplishing Christ’s mission for Messiah 

o ensure that we are carrying out the vision for future congregants 

In order to accomplish this, we ask that the voters approve the following: 

To put in place a temporary set of bylaws for FY15/16 that includes the adoption of a new policy based 

governance structure.  Under this new policy based governance structure a Board of Directors would be elected and 

tasked with developing new bylaws that will be voted on in May 2016.  The policy for governance will be voted on 

by the Board of Directors to be in place by May of 2016. 

  

To elect a new Board of Directors to consist of a President, a Vice President, a Treasurer, a Secretary and 

three at large members for a total of 7 directors.  These directors will be in office for one year.   The following year 

the Board of Directors will be elected in accordance with new bylaws.   
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To approve the election of the following slate of directors for a term of one year, beginning July 1, 2015 and ending 

on June 20, 2016 – 
President – Jim Baker 
Vice President – Leonard Damm 
Treasurer – Julie Young 
Secretary – Lorna Helick 
At Large – Shannon Brady 
At Large – Reuben Helick 
At Large – Gretchen Thigpen 

 

To put the current bylaws in abeyance– meaning the congregation in order to carry out the transition to the new 

policy based governance model will suspend the current bylaws in favor of the one-year temporary solution outlined 

above. We will still be meeting the California state law requirements of corporation which only require that we 

have a President, Secretary, and Treasurer. 

 

 

Example of Policy Based Governance Structure 
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Fun Page 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Books of the Bible Word Scramble 

seesign  

hemwatt  

usedox  

visitclue  

nailed  

nominaltaste  

violentera l 

astagain  

hazephina  

asheepsin  

onmars 

moodytenure  

hobaida  

ijeerham  

hemplion  

ashoe  

tileaccesses  

beshrew  

socialsons  

shipinpipal  

human  

chairhaze 

 

Email Julie for the solutions. julie@messiah-

lutheran.us 

Q:  Paul's height is six feet, he's an 
assistant at a butcher's shop, and 
wears size 9 shoes. What does he 
weigh? 

A:  Meat 
 


