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A Prayer before Worship 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in 

spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the 

preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus 

Christ as my only Savior, and grow in peace and holiness. Hear me for the 

sake of His name. Amen. 

 

 March 13, 2024 

 

PRELUDE Allabreve – J.S. Bach 

The congregation assembles in silence. 

 

Stand 
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CONFESSION 

L Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence for self-examination. 

 

L I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to 

you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; 

wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all 

my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

C The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and 

remission of all your sins. Amen. 

  

C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and 

to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, 

and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous 

fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive 

me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

L The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and 

remission of all your sins. 

C Amen. 

 

THE FIFTH PETITION 

P The Fifth Petition: 

C Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
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P What does this mean? 

C We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look at 

our sins, or deny our prayer because of them. We are neither worthy 

of the things for which we pray, nor have we deserved them, but we 

ask that He would give them all to us by grace, for we daily sin much 

and surely deserve nothing but punishment. So we too will sincerely 

forgive and gladly do good to those who sin against us. 
 

Sit 
 

BLESS THE LORD, MY SOUL 

Sung by all in 4-part harmony 

  

L Bless the Lord my soul and bless His holy name. 

 Bless the Lord my soul; He rescues me from death. 

 

 
  L It is He who forgives all your guilt, who heals ev’ryone of your ills,  

who redeems your life from the grave, who crowns you with love and  

compassion. 

C Bless the Lord my soul… 
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L  The Lord is compassion and love, slow to anger and rich in mercy.  He 

does not treat us according to our sins nor repay us according to our 

faults. 

C Bless the Lord my soul… 

L As a Father has compassion on his children, the Lord has pity on those 

who fear Him, for He knows of what we are made, He remembers that 

we are dust. 

C Bless the Lord my soul…  

C Bless the Lord my soul…  
  

PSALM 32 

Blessèd is the one whose transgression is forgiven, 

 whose sin is covered. 

Blessèd is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, 

 and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away 

 through my groaning all day long. 

For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 

 my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. 

I acknowledged my sin to you, 

 and I did not cover my iniquity; 

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” 

 and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Therefore let everyone who is godly 

 offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found; 

surely in the rush of great waters, 

 they shall not reach him. 

You are a hiding place for me; 

 you preserve me from trouble; 

 you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 

I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; 

 I will counsel you with my eye upon you. 
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Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding, 

 which must be curbed with bit and bridle, 

 or it will not stay near you. 

Many are the sorrows of the wicked, 

 but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the LORD. 

Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O righteous, 

 and shout for joy, all you upright in heart! 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

ENSEMBLE        A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth by Richard Wienhorst 

 

MATTHEW 18:21–35  

 Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin 

against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, 

“I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven. 

 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

wished to settle accounts with his servants. When he began to settle, one 

was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. And since he could 

not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and 

all that he had, and payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, 

imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And 

out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him 

the debt. But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow 

servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to 

choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ So his fellow servant fell down and 

pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ He refused 

and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. When his 

fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and 

they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. Then his 

master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you 

all that debt because you pleaded with me. And should not you have had 
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mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his 

master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So also 

my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 

brother from your heart.” 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

RESPONSORY                                       Psalm 31:5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

HOMILY 
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429 WE SING THE PRAISE OF HIM WHO DIED  

 

 

 

 

5 The balm of life, the cure of woe, 

    The measure and the pledge of love, 

The sinner’s refuge here below, 

    The angels’ theme in heav’n above. 

 

6 To Christ, who won for sinners grace 

    By bitter grief and anguish sore, 

Be praise from all the ransomed race 

    Forever and forevermore. 

 

OFFERING                                                           “In Dulci Jubilo” – J.S. Bach 
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PRAYER 

Stand 
 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

LITANY 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C hear us. 
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L God the Father in heaven, 

C have mercy. 

L God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L God the Holy Spirit, 

C have mercy. 

L Be gracious to us. 

C Spare us, good Lord. 

L Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 

L From all sin, from all error, from all evil; 

From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death; 

From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition 

and from rebellion; 

From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and 

from everlasting death: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 

L By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; 

By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody 

sweat; by Your cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial; 

By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the 

Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

L In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour 

of death; and in the day of judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

L We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 

L To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors 

and ministers of Your Church in the true knowledge and 

understanding of Your wholesome Word and to sustain them in holy 

living; 
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To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way 

of truth all who have erred and are deceived; 

To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your 

harvest; and to accompany Your Word with Your grace and Spirit: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to 

comfort and help the weakhearted and the distressed: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from 

discord and strife; to give our country Your protection in every time of 

need; 

To direct and defend our president and all in authority; to bless and 

protect our magistrates and all our people; 

To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and 

tribulation; to protect and guide all who travel; 

To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, 

increasing happiness in their blessings; to defend all orphans and 

widows and provide for them; 

To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free 

those in bondage; and to have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their 

hearts; to give and preserve for our use the kindly fruits of the earth; 

and graciously to hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C we implore You to hear us. 

  

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 
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L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 

  

L O Christ, 

C hear us. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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NUNC DIMITTIS                  Luke 2:29–32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 

 

 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

 

 

Sit 

 
HYMN TO DEPART 

421 JESUS, GRANT THAT BALM AND HEALING  
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POSTLUDE  My Heart Is Filled With Longing – J.S. Bach 
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