
 

 

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH – MISSOURI SYNOD (LCMS)  
 

Peter W. W. Elliott, Pastor 
Lydia Miller, Office Administrator 

 

From the Desk of Pastor Elliott 
 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

 

We have several children in our congregation—including some 

of my own—who are ready to be examined in order to receive 

the Lord’s Supper. These children have been thoroughly 

catechized, however the catechetical instruction didn’t happen 

within the typical junior high Confirmation Class, to which 

most of us are accustomed. I am fully confident that these 

children are ready to receive our Lord’s body and blood, and I 

am fully confident that this is what our Lord Jesus wants. (And, 

just as a side note, these children will also attend the junior high 

class when the time comes.) However, while I am fully 

confident, I also want you to be fully confident, for whom this 

may feel like an innovation rather than a return to Luther’s own 

practice. Therefore, on Sunday, March 24th, during the 

education hour, we will thoroughly consider this again. 

 

One of the historical problems we face is that the word 

“confirmation” has meant so many different things to so many 

different people. When faithful Lutherans say “confirmation,” 

they often mean “catechetical instruction.” However, if that is 

what you mean, then confirmation should continue from cradle 

to grave! If we mean catechetical instruction, we should call all 

of our various classes “confirmation classes.” So, consider the 

following four terms: 1. Catechetical Instruction, 2. 

Examination for Communion, 3. The Rite of Confirmation, and 

4. A Public Confession of Faith. These four terms are 

considered synonymous by many, but are very different. 

 

Catechetical Instruction can refer to any and all Christian 

instruction, but narrowly speaking, it’s any course covering the 

fundamentals of the faith. Originally, the term referred to the 

question-and-answer format of instruction, where the students 

“echoed” what they were taught. Luther believed that he needed 

to learn such fundamentals every day, even in his old age. 

 

Examination for Communion is the historical Christian practice 

of pastoral care, where a pastor examines each baptized 

member to see if he or she is ready for the Lord’s Supper. Luther 

wrote his 20 questions (p. 329 in the hymnal) as an example of 

an examination. No matter how a person learns, or what age he 

or she might be, it is the pastor’s responsibility to determine 

whether that person is currently a “worthy communicant.” I’m 

sad to say that we put our children through a much more 

rigorous examination than we do the adults. While we shouldn’t 

lower the expectations for kids, our adults should be examined 

more than once a lifetime! 

 

The Rite of Confirmation has a checkered past. It developed 

from Roman Catholic theology and a misreading of Acts 8. 

Originally, the idea was that a bishop completed the act of the 

baptism by a prayer along with the laying on of hands. We still 

say this “Confirmation Prayer” at every Baptism: “The 

Almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has 

forgiven you all of your sins, strengthen you with His grace to 

life everlasting.” The word confirmation is from the Latin verb 

con-firmare, which means to strengthen. To confirm someone 

is to pray for God to strengthen their faith. That’s it. We confirm 

every child at their baptism and often throughout their lifetime. 

Also, note that confirmation was always tied to Baptism, not to 

the Lord’s Supper. 

 

A public, personal confession of faith was not part of 

Lutheranism from the start. However, a problematic theologian 

named Martin Bucer introduced it to Lutherans to appease the 

Anabaptists in his congregation. These Anabaptists thought that 

faith had to be an adult decision and did not support Bucer’s 

practice of infant baptism. Bucer compromised by inventing 

modern day Confirmation, where he would have the children 

confirm (complete?) their baptism by giving an adult profession 

of faith. (This also began the trend to move First Communion 

to an older age.) Luther knew of no such practice, and he would 

have detested such a thing for many reasons.  

 

I hope you can see the differences in these four terms. 

Catechetical Instruction is of the utmost importance, and we 

need to expand our catechetical programs! It is sinful to think 

we only need catechesis in 7th and 8th grade. Examination for 

Communion is required pastoral care for all parishioners—

adults included—and presupposes that catechesis is happening 

and will continue to happen. The Rite of Confirmation is a fine 

prayer, but we make too much of it. It is very Roman Catholic 

and/or Anabaptist to elevate this rite to a sacramental level. 

Although this public prayer is a nice tradition, it’s just not that 

big of a deal, and it certainly should not come across as a 

graduation!  Finally, a public confession of faith is of some 

value because children need practice verbalizing their faith, but 

such an experience is not what creates true faith or confirms it. 

If you have any concerns, I’d love to discuss those. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Elliott 



 

 

 

THE MARCH MESSENGER DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 20TH 

Please ensure your announcements/articles arrive at the 

church office by the date above if you would like them in the 

next Messenger. Please place all messages in the choir room 

office mailbox or email them to office@messiahseattle.org. 

 

 

A couple of capital improvements to the church have been 

recently suggested. We are looking for members of the 

congregation who would be willing to spearhead these 

projects. 

 

The first is a refresh of our bathrooms. The bathrooms were 

originally built in 1995 and are showing their age. The 

project may include new sinks, cabinetry and countertops, 

and other items. I expect the majority of the work will be 

needed in the women's bathroom, but changes in the men's 

may also be needed. 

 

The second item is an outside handicap lift in the back of the 

church from the parking lot area to the back entrance. We 

have a ramp, but it is long and difficult to use in icy 

conditions. 

 

For each project we need someone willing to work with 

other interested members to contact people to do the design 

and get estimates of the cost. Then if the project is approved 

you would get bids from contractors and supervise the work. 

 

If you are interested please let me know.

 

Below is the Financial Summary for the Calendar Year 

2023: 

 2023 Spending Guide (SG): $538,357 

 2023 Actual Expenses: $503,899 (6% below SG), 

including funds set aside for future use: $30,000 

 2023 Actual Offerings/Income: $611,802 (14% 

above SG) 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Thank you for your generous and faithful giving throughout 

the year and especially in the month of December. We ended 

the year with a surplus of $107,903. Your continued 

financial generosity supports Messiah in our commitment to 

faithful preaching and teaching, administering the Lord’s 

Supper each and every Sunday, fellowship with our Church 

family, the support of various missions, and much more. We 

thank the Lord for his many blessings! 
 

Ways to Give: In addition to cash or check, there is an online 

payment option available through our website: 

www.MessiahSeattle.org: Member’s Section: Stewardship. 

Please note credit card transactions incur a 3% processing 

fee to Messiah, but the ACH payment option is free.  

 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or 

concerns: treasurer@messiahseattle.org 

 

 
 

 

LENTEN SUPPER SIGN-UP 
We need individuals or groups who are interested in hosting 

a meal for Lenten Suppers! We have 5 Lenten Suppers to 

fill! There will be a sign up in the Fellowship Hall for anyone 

who would like to coordinate a Lenten Supper. We do have 

funds to help with the cost of the meal through the 

Fellowship Budget and if you're interested in helping, you 

can sign up and/or contact Jill Petro, Fellowship 

Chair.  Thanks very much! 206-276-5379 

jrpetro73@gmail.com. 

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY – ANN MELVIN 

Women's on-line Bible study, first and third Mondays at 

7:30pm.  February 5th we will start a new study on the minor 

prophets, beginning with Joel.  Please contact Ann Melvin 

to get the zoom link if you would like to participate. 

 

MEN’S NIGHT OUT – BRIAN DANFORTH 
Please join us on Monday, February 5th at 6:00 pm at Kostas 

Opa Greek Restaurant. 1924 N 45th St. Please RSVP to Brian 

Danforth.  

 

YOUNG ADULT ROOM MAKEOVER – JILL PETRO 
Painting Day! We are going to begin painting the Young 

Adults Room on Saturday, February 10th from 10:00am to 

noon. If you are able to help, please stop by! Contact me if 

you have any further questions: 206-276-5379 or 

jrpetro73@gmail.com  Thanks! 

 

QUILTING DAY – JEAN MINDEMANN 

We will be meeting on February 28th at 9:30 am to make 

quilts for Lutheran World Relief. Bring your own lunch. No 

sewing experience necessary. If you have any questions, 

contact Jean Mindemann. 

 

YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Confirmation will now be held on Wednesday nights at 

8:00pm over Zoom. Additionally, Youth Group (6th grade 

and up) will meet every third Sunday, 11:45am-1:00pm. See 

Pastor Elliott for any further questions. 
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SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS SNACK SIGN-UP 
The Sunday Bible Class Snack sign-up sheets for January 

through May is on the counter in the Fellowship Hall. There 

is space for 2 people to sign-up each week if you want to 

team up. Currently there are around 60 adults and 40 

children attending Bible Class and Sunday School. It is 

helpful if you will make coffee. Instructions are on the side 

of the coffee maker. Jean Mindemann, Sarah Jorgensen, Bev 

Edmon, and many others can show you the ropes. 

 

LISTEN TO A LUTHERAN BIBLE STUDY ON THE PHONE…  

The Word of the Lord Endures Forever is a daily 15-minute 

verse-by-verse Bible study produced by Lutheran Public 

Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Will 

Weedon.  Pastor Weedon is currently leading a study on the 

Book of Acts.  You can listen by calling (618) 262‑0078.  

 

IN REMEMBRANCE 
We remember long-time member Jan Hillmann, who was 

recently called to be with our Lord. We give thanks for her 

earthly life and eternal salvation, and we pray for her family 

in this time of mourning. 

 

What’s Happening: Concordia students celebrated 

National Lutheran Schools week. There were fun dress-up 

days like neon day, decades day, pajama day and more! We 

celebrated with fun activities as well like making a cardinal 

craft gift, watching cartoons with breakfast, and delivering 

flowers to our neighbors. Each morning, the elementary and 

middle school met for whole school devotions to learn more 

about this year's theme "Connected". We discussed how we 

are connected to Christ, connected to God's Word, connected 

to each other, connected to generations, and connected to the 

Church. It was a great week building community and 

celebrating being a Lutheran school. 

Annual Auction: We are excited to invite you to 

Concordia's annual auction on Saturday, March 2nd. This 

year's theme is "Under the Sea". We would love to have your 

support by having a table or two from your congregation join 

us at the event. We are also kindly asking each congregation 

to make a contribution towards the silent auction. This can 

be in the form of a wine basket, gift cards, or new items.  

Additionally, we would be immensely grateful for any 

donations of tickets to major sports teams or a few nights' 

stay at a vacation home. The funds raised from the auction 

will go directly towards supporting Concordia's Hoffman 

Scholarship Fund, as well as program and facility 

improvements. The auction is a great opportunity for our 

school community to come together and enjoy an evening of 

fun and fundraising! For more information, go to 

https://www.concordiaseattle.com/auction/ or email 

CLSAuction@concordiaseattle.com.  

 

Ways to Help: Prayers: Pray for our teachers, students, and 

families as we build community, grow student confidence, 

and help them achieve academic standards all in a Christ-

centered, grace filled environment. Thank you for all your 

support and prayers this year- we appreciate your 

partnership! Share the News: We have openings! Guide 

friends, neighbors, and those you meet to our website to find 

out about our unique personalized learning and project based 

learning experiences for Kindergarten-8th Grade. 

Job Opportunities: We are hiring a part-time afternoon 

preschool teacher (1pm - 5:30pm). Contact Pam at 

preschool@concordiaseattle.com. We are also hiring a 

Music Teacher. Contact Principal Malone at 

cmalone@concordiaseattle.com. 
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SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE CLASS   

What:  The book of Jeremiah 

When:  Sundays at 10:30 am 

Where:  Fellowship Hall and Online 

Teacher: Pastor Elliott 

 

MONDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 

What:  Minor Prophets 

When:  1st & 3rd Mondays, 7:30 pm  

Where:  Zoom 

Teacher: Ann Melvin 

 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

What:  The Gospel of Mark 

When:  Tuesdays, 10:00 am  

Where:  Fellowship Hall and Online 

Teacher: Harry Edmon 

 

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 

What:  Christ in the Old Testament 

When:  Thursdays, 7:00 pm  

Where:  Online 

Teacher: Jim Grant 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

Elijah Elliott 02/01 

Neil Strege 02/03 

Bob Zimmerman 02/04 

Dianna Altena 02/06 

Henry Petro 02/08 

Chris Zakian 02/08 

Alex Knudson 02/09 

Gene Johnson 02/10 

Pastor Elliott 02/11 

Joslyn Coy 02/12 

Sarah Elliott 02/13 

Nancy Bourn 02/14 

Todd Quammen 02/14 

Jeri Valentine 02/14 

Evelyn Adams 02/17 

Tammy Linden 02/18 

Silas Coy 02/20 

Tiana Bourn 02/22 

Christian Germeroth 02/26 

Carol Davison 02/27 

Steve Anderson 02/28 

 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Steve & Miyuki Anderson 02/07 

Eric & Cynthia Stone 02/16 

Michael & Marsha Hudson 02/27 

 

OFFICIAL ACTS 
Sophie Elizabeth Rath was baptized on January 28th. 

 

ACOLYTES   

4 Porter Grant 

11 Eli Freeburg 

14 Owen Petro (Ash Wednesday) 

18 Ellie Strege 

21 Daniel Elliott (Lenten Service I) 

25 Theo Petro 

28 Gabby Strege (Lenten Service II) 

 
ALTAR GUILD   

4 Dawn Plumb, Cheryl Taylor 

11 Jack & Donna Holdridge 

14 Dawn Plumb, Jean Mindemann (Ash Wednesday) 

18 Erin Goodnow, Sharon Christiansen 

21 Jack & Donna Holdridge (Lenten Service I) 

25 Stephanie Colbert, Dawn Plumb 

28 Joanne Estergreen (Lenten Service II) 

 

ELDERS     
4 Neil Strege, Robin Melvin 

11 Andrew Petro, Mark Jorgensen 

14 David Miller (Ash Wednesday) 

18 Justin Bourn, Josh Pemberton 

25 Josh Pemberton, Lee Cohrs 

 

USHERS  
4 Curt Colbert 

11 Lee Cohrs 

14 Steven Miller (Ash Wednesday) 

18 Harry Edmon 

21 Dave Paeth (Lenten Service I) 

25 Sharon Christiansen 

28 Curt Colbert (Lenten Service II) 
  



 

 

 

  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

7:00 pm 

Choir 

Rehearsal 
 

7:00 pm 

Bible Study 

  

 

9:00 am 

Divine Service 

 

10:30 am 

Education Hour  

 

 

 

 

6:00 pm 

Men’s Night Out 
 

7:30 pm  

Women’s Zoom 

Bible Study 

 

 

 

10:00 am 

Bible Study 

 

 
 

 

 
7:00 pm 

Ensemble 

Rehearsal 

 
8:00 pm 

Confirmation 

Zoom Class  

 

 

 

7:00 pm 

Choir 

Rehearsal 
 

7:00 pm 

Bible Study 
 

 

 

10:00 am 

Young Adult 

Room 

Painting Day 
 

10:30 am 

Young Adult 

Singles Group

 

New Member 

Sunday 

 

9:00 am 

Divine Service 

 

10:30 am 

Education Hour  

 

 

 

 

10:00 am  

Bible Study 

 
 

 

7:00 pm 

Council Meeting 

 
 

Ash 

Wednesday 

 

7:00 pm 

Ash Wednesday 

Service 

 
8:00 pm 

Confirmation 

Zoom Class  

 

 

 

7:00 pm 

Choir 

Rehearsal 
 

7:00 pm 

Bible Study 
 

 

 

 

 

9:00 am 

Divine Service 

 

10:30 am 

Education Hour 
11:45 am 

Youth Group 

 

Presidents’ Day 

 

7:30 pm  

Women’s Zoom 

Bible Study 

 

 

 

March 

Messenger 

Deadline 

 

10:00 am  

Bible Study 

 

 

6:00 pm 

Dinner 
 

7:00 pm 

Lenten  

Service I 

 
8:00 pm 

Confirmation  

Zoom Class 

 
 

 

7:00 pm 

Choir 

Rehearsal 
 

7:00 pm 

Bible Study 
 

 

 

 

 

10:30 am 

Young Adult 

Singles Group 
 

 

 

9:00 am  

Divine Service 

 

10:30 am 

Education Hour 
 

 

  
 

10:00 am  

Bible Study 

 
6:30 pm 

Elder Meeting 

9:30 am 

Quilting Day 
 

6:00 pm 

Dinner 
 

7:00 pm 

Lenten 

Service II 
 

8:00 pm 

Confirmation  

Zoom Class 

 

 

7:00 pm 

Choir 

Rehearsal 
 

7:00 pm 

Bible Study 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter 
 

is printed eleven times each year by: 
 

7050 35
th

 Ave NE 

Seattle, WA 98115 

www.messiahseattle.org 
 

Divine Service at 9:00 am  

Education Hour 10:30 am live & online 

 
 

Phone: (206) 524-0024 

E-mail: office@messiahseattle.org 
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