The Epiphany of our Lord

“And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his
mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then,
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts,
gold and frankincense and myrrh.”



A Prayer before Worship
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in
spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the
preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus

Christ as my only Savior, and grow in peace and holiness. Hear me for the
sake of His name. Amen.

DIVINE SERVICE December 31, 2023

Setting Three — The Epiphany of our Lord

PRELUDE Elegy - George Thalben-Ball

367 ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY
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I An - gels from the realms of glo -ry, Wing your flight o’er
2 Shep-herds in  the field a - bid - ing, Watch-ing o’er your
3 Sa - ges, leave your con - tem-pla-tions, Bright-er vi - sions
4 Saints be - fore the al - tar bend-ing, Watch-ing long in
A S Al cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God the Fa - ther,
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all the earth; Ye who sang cre - a - tion’s sto - Ty,
flocks by night, God with us s now re - sid - ing,
beam a - far; Seek the great De - sire of na - tions,
hope and fear, Sud - den - ly the Lord, de - scend - ing,
Spir - it, Son, Ev - er-more your voic - es rais - ing
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Now pro - claim Mes - si - ah’s birth.
Yon - der shines the In - fant Light.
Ye have seen His na - tal star.
In His tem - ple shall ap - pear

To thee - ter - nal Three in One.



A Refrain
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Come and wor - ship, come and wor - ship;
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Wor - ship Christ, the new - born King.

Stand

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the I+ cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P} In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

[P) Beloved inthe Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant
us forgiveness. [Hebrews 10:22]

P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8

P) | said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Psalm 32:5

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with

which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and

eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent
of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus

Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P} Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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INTROIT

SERVICE OF THE WORD
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[P) Behold the Lord, the rul- | er, has come,*
and the kingdom and the power and the glory are | in his hand.
Give the king your justice, | O God,*
and your righteousness to the | royal son!
[P) May he judge your people with | righteousness,*
and your poor with | justice!
May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands render him |
tribute;*
may the kings of Sheba and Seba | bring gifts!
[P) May all kings fall down be- | fore him,*
all nations | serve him!
Behold the Lord, the rul- | er, has come,*
and the kingdom and the power and the glory are |in his hand.

Psalm 72:1-2, 10-11, antiphon: Liturgical Text
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Glo-ry be totheFa-ther andto the Son and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
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Mark 10:47
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Lord, have mer - cy

up - on us.

Christ, have

mer - cy up -
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on us. Lord, have
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mer - cy up - on

us.



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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on us.

For Thou onlyart holy; Thou

on-ly

art the Lord.
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Thou only, O Christ, with the Ho - ly Ghost,
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
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@ The Lord be with you.
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(P} Let us pray.

O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to
the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness
of Your divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.
Sit
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 60:1-6

Avrise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will be seen upon you.
And nations shall come to your light,
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and kings to the brightness of your rising.
Lift up your eyes all around, and see;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from afar,
and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and exult,
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING Ephesians 3:1-12
For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles—
assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to
me for you, how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as | have written
briefly. When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ,
which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now
been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. This mystery is that
the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which
was given me by the working of his power. To me, though I am the very least of all
the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of
Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for
ages in God who created all things, so that through the church the manifold wisdom
of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places. This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus
our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith
in him,



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
ALLELUIA
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Al-le - lu - ia. Alle-lu - ia. Alle-1lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 2:1-12
P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to
worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem
with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired
of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea,
for so it is written by the prophet:

“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.””

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what
time the star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that | too
may come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way.
And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came
to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced
exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house they saw the child with Mary
his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures,
they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a
dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.



This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,

Sit

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both

the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.



370 WHAT CHILD IS THIS
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar - y’s lap is
2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate = Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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shep - herds watch are keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise the
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Christ the king, @ Whom shep - herds guard and an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The  cross be bome for me, for you;
song  on high, The vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98
Tune: English, 16th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON

Stand




OFFERTORY Psalm 51:10-12
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Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re-
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from me. Re - storeun-to me the joy of Thy sal - va -
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tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.
Sit
OFFERING/VOLUNTARY Andante - Ulysses Kay

Please pass your worship attendance card toward the center aisle for the
ushers to collect.

Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH [T Timothy 2:1-4]
[P) Letus pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.

After each petition of the prayer;
P Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

After the prayer has ended the pastor will say:

P} Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]
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P] The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.
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P] Lift wup  your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.
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P) Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

[P) It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the
world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found
in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your
glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
saying:
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SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Ho - lyy, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord God of Sab - a-oth;
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heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - ryy Ho-san - na,
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ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless-ed is He,
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bless-ed is He, bless - edis He that com-<eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Mt 26:26-28; Mk. 14:22-24 ; Lk. 22:19-20; 1 Cor 11:23-25
P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;

this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament
in My I~ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI John 20:19
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@) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways. A - men.
AGNUS DEI John 1:29
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world, have mer-cyup-onus. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that
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tak -est a-way the sin of the world, havemer-cyup-on us.
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.

Sit

DISTRIBUTION
Please review our communion practices at the end of the bulletin prior to distribution
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396 ARISE AND SHINE IN SPLENDOR
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1 A - rise and shine in splen - dor; Let night to day sur -
2 See earth in dark - ness ly - ing, The hea-then na - tions
3 The world’s re - mot - est rac - es, Up - on whose wea - ry
4 Lift wup youreyes in won - der— See, na - tions gath - er
5 Your heart will leap for glad - ness When from the realms of
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ren - der Your light 1is draw-ing near. A - bove, the
dy - ing In hope - less gloom and night. To you the
fac - es The sun looks from the sky, Shall run with
yon - der From sin to be set free. The world has
sad - ness They come from near and far.  Your eyes will
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day is beam - ing, In match - less beau - ty
Lord of heav - en—  Your life, your hope— has
zeal un - tir - ing, With joy Your light de -
heard Your sto - 1y; Her sons come to Your
wake from slum - ber As peo - ple with - out
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gleam - ing; The glo - 1y of the Lord is here.
giv. - en Great glo - ry, hon - or, and de - light.
sir - ing That breaks up - on them from on high.
glo - ry; Her daugh - ters haste Your light to see.
num - ber Re - joice to see the Morn - ing Star.

Text: Martin Opitz, 1597-1639; tr. Gerhard Gieschen, 1899-1987, alt.

Tune: Heinrich Isaac, ¢. 1450-1517

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005435
Tune: Public domain
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397 AS WITH GLADNESS MEN OF OLD
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1 As with glad-ness men of old Did the guid-ing star be-hold;
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav - ior, to Thy low -1y bed,
3 As they of-fered gifts most rare At Thy cra- dle, rude and bare,
4 Ho-ly Je -sus, ev - ry day Keep us in the nar-row way;
5 In the heav’n-ly coun - try bright Need they no cre - at - ed light;
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As  with joy they hailed its light, Lead - ing on - ward, beam-ing bright;
There to  bend the knee be - fore Thee,whom heav’n and earth a - dore;
So may we with ho-1ly joy, Pure and free from sin’s al - loy,
And when earth-ly things are past, Bring our  ran-somed souls at last
Thou its light, its joy, its crown, Thou its sun which goes not down;
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So,  most gra-cious Lord, may we Ev - er-more be led by Thee.
So may we with will - ing feet Ev - er seek Thy mer-cy seat.
All our cost-liest trea - sures bring, Christ, to Thee, our heav’'n-ly King.
Where they need no star to guide, Where no clouds Thy glo - ry hide.
There for-ev -er may we sing Al - le - lu - ias to ourKing.

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98, alt.
Tune: Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872
Text and tune: Public domain
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395 O MORNING STAR, HOW FAIR AND BRIGHT
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10 Morn-ing Star, how fair and bright! You shine with God’s
2 Come, heav’'n-ly Bride-groom, Light di - vine, @ And deep with - in
3 Lord, when You look on us 1in love, At once there falls
4 Al - might-y Fa - ther, 1in Your Son You loved us when
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own truth and light, A - glow with grace and mer - cy!
our hearts now shine;  There light a flame un -dy - ing!
from God a - bove A ray of pur - est plea - sure.
not yet be - gun Was this old earth’s foun-da - tion!
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Of Ja - cob’s race, King Da-vid’s son, Our Lord and mas -
In Your one bod - y let us be As liv - ing branch -
Your Word and Spir - it, flesh and blood Re - fresh our souls
Your Son has ran-somed us in love To live in Him
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ter, You have won Our hearts to serve You on - ly!
es of a tree, Your life our lives sup-ply - ing.
with heav’n-ly food. You are our dear - est trea - sure!
here and a - bove: This is  Your great sal - va - tion.
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Low - ly, ho - ly! Great and glo-rious, All vic - to - rious,
Now, though dai - 1y Earth’s deep sad-ness May per - plex us
Let Your mer - cy Warm andcheer us! O  draw near us!
Al - le - lu - 1ia! Christ the liv-ing, To us  giv - ing
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Rich in bless-ing! Rule and might o’er all pos - sess - ing!
And dis-tress us, Yet with heav’n-1ly joy You bless us.

For You teach us
Life for - ev - er,

God’s own love through You has reached
Keeps us

us.

Yours and fails us nev er!
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5 O let the harps break forth in sound!
Our joy be all with music crowned,
Our voices gladly blending!

For Christ goes with us all the way—
Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day!

His love is never ending!

Sing out! Ring out!

Jubilation!

Exultation!

Tell the story!

Great is He, the King of Glory!

6 What joy to know, when life is past,
The Lord we love is first and last,
The end and the beginning!

He will one day, oh, glorious grace,
Transport us to that happy place
Beyond all tears and sinning!
Amen! Amen!

Come, Lord Jesus!

Crown of gladness!

We are yearning

For the day of Your returning!

Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.

Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005435
Tune: Public domain
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JESUS CHRIST, THY MANGER IS
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10 Je - sus Christ, Thy man - ger is My
2 He whom the sea And wind o - bey Doth
3 Thy light and grace Our guilt ef - face, Thy
4 Thou Chris - tian heart, Who - e’er thou art, Be
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par - a - dise at which my soul re - clin - eth.
come to  serve the sin - ner in great meek - ness.
heav’n - ly rich - es all  our loss re - triev - ing.
of good cheer and let no sor - row move thee!
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For there, O Lord, Doth lie the Word Made
Thou, God’s own Son, With us art one, Dost
Im - man -u - el Thy birth doth quell The
For God’s own Child, In mer - cy mild, Joins
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flesh for us; here - in Thy grace forth shin - eth.
join us and our chil - dren in our weak - ness.
powr of hell and Sa - tan’s bold de - ceiv - ing.
thee to Him; how great - ly God must love  thee!

5 Remember thou

What glory now

The Lord prepared thee for all earthly sadness.
The angel host

Can never boast

Of greater glory, greater bliss or gladness.

6 The world may hold

Her wealth and gold;
But thou, my heart, keep Christ as thy true treasure.

To Him hold fast

Until at last

A crown be thine and honor in full measure.
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Stand

P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart ~I~ in peace.
Amen.
NUNC DIMITTIS ~ Song of Simeon Luke 2:29-32
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a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
£ 4
R S ==
peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry  be to the Father and
2
to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
ﬂ L. p—
%\U ll M — —-\. [ ® = I
o)

isnow, and ev-er shall

19

be, world with - out end.

A -men.



THANKSGIVING Psalm 107:1

04
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He 1is good,
)¢
ANV
o) —
and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

[P) Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
|

) 4
(GRS .
Y

A - men.

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS 2 Timothy 4:22; Psalm 103:1

[

& 1:.

@] The Lord be with you.

o [ S— — |
And with thy  spir - it.
- >

Bless we the Lord.

T ———

Thanks be to God.

B B B B
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BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26
o

D " o - e —
[y
(P) The Lord  bless  you and keep you. The Lord make

b |
:@¢ﬂ > e — —

His face shine upon you and be gra- cious un - to you.

@E—'M ° ® e ool

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give you peace.

H & 4
# mun
| S o S SO, = O
NSV, —
o
A-men, a-men, a - men.
Sit
374 GENTLE MARY LAID HER CHILD
f) 4 :
o = [ I [ [ I I | [ I
G o o o ¢ oo, o
c s e 4 e
1 Gen-tle Mar -y laid her child Low - ly iIn a  man - ger;
2 An - gels sang a - bout His birth, Wise Men sought and found Him;
3 Gen-tle Mar -y laid her child Low - ly in a  man - ger;
h H Il
P A ") I I [ ] [ I | [ [
& o992 = oo —
S - P ——
There He lay, the Un - de-filed, To the world a  strang - er.
Heav -en’s star shone bright-ly forth Glo-ry all a - round Him.
He is still the Un - de-filed But no more a  strang - er.
St | — ——————
f\:)\"\j ! !P IP o {P o z . —— = =
Such a babe in such a place, Can He be the Sav -ior?
Shep - herds saw the won-drous sight, Heard the an-gels sing - ing;
Son of God of hum - ble birth, Beau-ti-ful the sto - ry;
—————— T
= e e e e
Ask the saved of all the race Who have found His fa - vor
All  the plains were lit that night, All the hills were ring - ing.
Praise His name in all the earth; Hail the King of glo - ry!

Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1859-1933
Tune: Piae Cantiones Ecclesiasticae, 1582, Griefswald
Text and tune: Public domain
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POSTLU DE Ecce Sacardos - Anton Bruckner

A PRAYER FOR AFTER WORSHIP

Almighty and merciful God, | have again worshiped in Your presence and received
both forgiveness of my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. |
thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in the faith until, with
all Your saints, I inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WOMEN'S ONLINE BIBLE STUDY takes place tomorrow, January 1st at 7:30pm,
and is every first and third Monday of the month! Contact Ann Melvin for zoom link
and questions.

QUILTING DAY will be on Wednesday, January 24th at 9:30am in the Fellowship
Hall. No sewing experience is necessary. Bring your own lunch. For further
information contact Jean Mindemann.

HEARTHSTONE AT GREEN LAKE - In a just published national survey by
Newsweek magazine, The Hearthstone (a mission we support financially) was voted
#10 in the country and #1 in the State of Washington for Continuing Care Retirement
Communities (CCRCs). Messiah is a founding congregation in the mid-1960s of
"Lutheran Retirement Home of Greater Seattle" - aka The Hearthstone. If you have
questions, check out the Newsweek website, or talk to Lee Cohrs, Harry Edmon or
Ann Melvin,

SPARE CALENDAR DONATION - If you receive 2024 Calendars in mailed
solicitations that you do not need, will you please leave then on the social ministry
table in the narthex. They will be taken to LMS care centers where residents have
need of one. Thank you.

ISSUES ETC. Study God's Word in 2024! LCMS Stewardship has encouraged
Lutherans to spend 1% every day (14 minutes) in God’s Word and prayer. The Word
of the Lord Endures Forever is a daily, 15-minute, verse-by-verse Bible study
produced by Lutheran Public Radio and hosted by LCMS Pastor Will Weedon.
Pastor Weedon is currently leading a study on the Book of Colossians. You can listen
at thewordendures.org, the LPR mobile app or your favorite podcast provider.
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CHRISTMAS & GREETING CARDS - Plenty of cards for any occasion located in
the Narthex, all for $1.00 each! The money goes to missions we support.

CONCORDIA CORNER

Ways to Help: Prayers: Pray for our teachers, students, and families as we build
community, grow student confidence, and help them achieve academic standards all
in a Christ-centered, grace filled environment. Thank you for all your support and
prayers this year- we appreciate your partnership! Share the News: We have
openings! Guide friends, neighbors, and those you meet to our website to find out
about our unique personalized learning and project based learning experiences for
Kindergarten-8th Grade.

Job Opportunities: We are hiring a part-time afternoon preschool teacher (1pm -

5:30pm). Contact Pam at preschool@concordiaseattle.com. We are also hiring a
Music Teacher. Contact Principal Malone at cmalone@concordiaseattle.com.
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Today - New Year's Eve
9:00 am Divine Service
10:30 am Education Hour

Monday
7:30 pm Women's Bible Study

Tuesday
10:00 am Bible Study

Wednesday
7:00 pm Ensemble

Thursday
7:00 pm Bible Study
7:00 pm Choir

Next Sunday
9:00 am Divine Service
10:30 am Education Hour

STEWARDSHIP & ATTENDANCE

Last Thursday Bible Study: No Class
Last Sunday: 148

Education Hour: No Class

Sunday School: 32

Tuesday Bible Study: No Class
Candlelight Service: 163

Christmas Day: 79

IN TODAY'S SERVICE
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Officiant
Pastor Elliott

Acolyte
Daniel Elliott

Altar Guild
Cheryl Taylor, Dawn Plumb

Elders
Mark Jorgensen, Josh Pemberton

Organist
Noel Channon

Ushers
Lee Cohrs, Bob Guthrie, Jim
Kohring, Destiny Aguayo, Justin &
Larry Bourn, Tyler & Rebecca Rath



PRAYERS FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER
You may like to pray one of these prayers silently before or after the holy Sacrament.

Before Communion

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation | come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body
and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the
salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and
blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth
received the holy Sacrament, | may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the
forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

OUR COMMUNION PRACTICE
1 Corinthians 11:28-29

The Lord's Supper is joyfully celebrated here today. At the altar, our Lord Jesus Christ
delivers His true body and blood to us. His gifts of body and blood—given in, with, and
under the bread and wine—bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives
our sins, strengthens our faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other, in
this life and in the next.

Those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily do so to their great
harm because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith, which is confessed at this
altar. Any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from
that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and yet desire to
receive this sacrament are asked first to speak with the pastor, an elder, or an usher.

When you have examined yourself according to Christ's bidding (1 Corinthians 11:28),
come to His Supper rejoicing, as Jesus instructed, knowing that our Lord meets you at
His altar with joy.

Those wanting to come to the altar for a blessing rather than the Holy Supper are asked

to cross their arms over their chest. We also invite your children up for a blessing in
remembrance of their baptism. Gluten-free host are available upon request.
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