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Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church

Merry Christmas! We’re so glad you found your way to us. It is wonderful to
celebrate the birth of our Savior surrounded by our brothers and sisters in Christ.
Tonight’s service is based on the Service of Lessons and Carols, developed in
England around the time of World War I. The format consists of nine readings and at
least that many hymns. You are also invited to our Sunday morning services at 9:00
am. We’d love to have you!

A special welcome to those with young children
We are very happy you are here today. At Messiah, we want you to feel at home.

¢ First, please relax and enjoy your time here. Jesus knows that children tend to
wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t feel embarrassed by it. Children are most
welcome at Messiah.

¢ To make it a bit easier on your family, please dare to sit toward the front where
your children can easily see. Encourage them to note the colors, hear the music,
watch the pastor, and embrace the action at the altar. What Jesus is doing here
promises to engage them.

¢ As we go along, softly explain the liturgy to your children, encouraging them to
join in on parts. Amen! Lord have mercy! Our Father! These belong to them, too.

¢ Be sure to sing, speak, and pray your parts also as you sit and stand. Your children
learn by following your lead.

¢ If you must leave, please hurry back. We want your children here with us.

¢ Ifyou need a little help, please ask. There are many people here who will lend you
a hand.

A Prayer Before Worship
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as | come to worship You in
spirit and in truth, | humbly pray that You would open my heart to the
preaching of Your Word so that | may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus
Christ as my only Savior, and grow in peace and holiness. Hear me for the
sake of His name. Amen.



@ SERVICE OF LIGHT December 24, 2023

Lessons & Carols

PRELUDE Nowell No. T - Louis Claude Daquin

376 ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY
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1 Once in roy - al Da - vid’s cit - vy Stood a
2 He came down to earth from heav - en, Who i
3 For He is our child - hood’s pat - tern, Day by
4 And our eyes at last shall see Him, Through His
5 Not in that poor, low - ly sta - ble With the
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low - ly cat - tle shed, Where a moth - er laid her
God and Lord of all, And His shel - ter was a
day like us He grew; He was lit - tle, weak, and
own re - deem - ing love; For  that child so dear and
ox - en stand - ing by Shall we see Him, but in
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ba - by In a man - ger for His bed: Mar - y
sta - ble, And His <cra - dle was a stall;,  With the
help - less, Tears and smiles like wus He knew; And He
gen - tle Is our Lord in heav’n a - bove; And He

heav -en, Set at God’s right hand on high.  Then like
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was that moth-er mild, Je - susChrist her lit - tle child.

poor and mean and low-ly Lived on earth our Sav-ior ho - ly.
feels for all our  sad-ness, And Heshares in all our glad-ness.
leads His chil-dren  on To  the place where He is  gone.
stars His chil-dren, crowned, All  in white, His praisewill sound!

Stand

BIDDING PRAYER



LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

COLLECT FOR CHRISTMAS

Most merciful God, You gave Your eternal Word to become incarnate of the
pure Virgin. Grant Your people grace to put away fleshly lusts, that they may be
ready for Your visitation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit



379 O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um-phant! O
2 High - est, most ho - ly, Light of Light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex -ul - ta - tion,
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come ye, O come__ ye to Beth - le - hem;
Born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal He comes;
Sing, all ye «cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
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Come and be - hold Him Borm the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God In the high - est:
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O come, let us a-dore Him, O come, let us a - dore Him,
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O come, let us a - dore Him, Christ the Lord!
THE FIRST LESSON Genesis 3:8-21

And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the
cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of
the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man
and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of you in
the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” He said,
“Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I
commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be
with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the
woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent
deceived me, and I ate.”

The Lord God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock
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and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
| will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”

To the woman he said,

“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing;
in pain you shall bring forth children.

Your desire shall be for your husband,
and he shall rule over you.”

And to Adam he said,

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife
and have eaten of the tree
of which I commanded you,
“You shall not eat of it,’
cursed is the ground because of you;
in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
and you shall eat the plants of the field.
By the sweat of your face
you shall eat bread,
till you return to the ground,
for out of it you were taken;
for you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.”

The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all
living. And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins
and clothed them.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HOMILY



386 NOW SING WE, NOW REJOICE
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1 Now
2 Come from

sing we, now re - joice,
on high to me;

Now raise to heav’n our voice;
I can-not rise to Thee.

3 Now through His Son doth shine The  Fa-ther’s grace di - vine.
4 Oh, where shall joy be found?  Where but on heav’n-ly ground?
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He from whom joy stream - eth Poor in a man-ger lies;
Cheer my wea-ried spir - it, O pure and ho - ly Child;
Death was reign-ing o’er us Through sin and van -1 - ty
Where the an - gels sing - ing With all His saints u - nite,
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Not so bright-ly beam -eth The sun in yon - der skies.
Through Thy grace and mer - it, Blest Je - sus, Lord most mild,
Till He o -pened for us A bright e - ter - ni - ty.
Sweet - est prais-es bring-ing In heav’'n-ly joy and light.
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Thou my Sav - ior art! Thou my Sav - ior art!
Draw me un - to Thee! Draw me un - to Thee!
May we praise Him  there! May  we praise Him there!
Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there!

THE SECOND LESSON
And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven
and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done
this and have not withheld your son, your only son, | will surely bless you, and
I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that
Is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and
in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have
obeyed my voice.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Genesis 22:15-18



332 SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME
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1 Sav - ior of the na - tions,

2 Not by hu - man flesh and
3 Here a maid was  found with
7 From the man-ger new - born

come, Vir - gin’s Son, make
blood, By the Spir - it
child, Yet re - mained a
light Shines in glo - ry

= — — eI ——
Q) ! | | ! | !
here  Your home! Mar - vel now, O heav'n and earth,
of our God, Was the Word of God made flesh—
vir - gin mild. In her womb this truth was  shown:
through the night. Dark - ness there no more re - sides;
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That the Lord chose such a birth.
Wom - an’s off - spring, pure and fresh.
God was there up - on His throne.
In this light faith now a - Dbides.

THE THIRD LESSON

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,

on them has light shined.

For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;

and the government shall be upon his shoulder,

and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Of the increase of his government and of peace

there will be no end,

on the throne of David and over his kingdom,

to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHOIR Only A Baby Came - Natalie Sleeth

THE FOURTH LESSON Isaiah 11:1-6, 10
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide disputes by what his ears hear,
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist,
and faithfulness the belt of his loins.
The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;
and a little child shall lead them.
In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—
of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



359 LO, HOW A ROSE E’'ER BLOOMING
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1 Lo, how a rose e’er bloom-ing From ten - der stem hath
21 - sa - 1ah ’twas fore - told it The rose 1 have n
3 This flow’r, whose fra-grance ten - der With sweet-ness fills the
4 0O Sav - 1or, child of Mar - vy, Who felt our hu - man
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sprung! Of Jes-se’s lin-eage com -ing As proph-ets long have
mind; With Mar -y we be-hold it, The vir-gin moth - er
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air, Dis - pels with glo-rious splen-dor The dark-ness ev - ry-
woe; O Sav - ior, King of glo - ry, Who dost our weak - ness
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sung, It came, a flow - ‘ret  bright, A - mid the
kind. To show God’s love a - right, She bore to
where. True man, yet ver -y God, From sin and
know:  Bring us at length we pray To the bright
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cold of win - ter, When half - spent was the night.
us a Sav - 1or, When half - spent was the night.
death He saves us And light - ens ev - ry load.
courts of heav - en, And to the end - less day.



THE FIFTH LESSON Luke 1:26-35, 38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled
at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call
his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.
And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”’
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born
will be called holy—the Son of God.
And Mary said, “Behold, | am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me
according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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387 JOY TO THE WORLD
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord 1is come! Let earth re - ceive her
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav -ior reigns! Let men their songs em -
3 Nomore let sins and sor-rows grow Nor thorns in - fest the
4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the na - tions
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ploy, While fields and floods, rocks,  hills, and
ground; He comes to make His bless - ings
prove  The glo - ries of His righ - teous -
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room And heav’'n and na - ture sing, And heav’n and na - ture
plains Re - peat the sound-ing joy, Re - peat the sound-ing
flow  Far as the curse i1s  found, Far as the curse is
ness And won -ders of His love, And won - ders of His
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sing, And heav’n, and heav’'n and na - ture sing.
joy, Re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, Far as, far  as the curse 18 found.
love, And won - ders, won - ders of His love.
THE SIXTH LESSON Luke 2:1-7

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was
governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the
city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and
lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.
And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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361 O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM
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1 O lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem, How still we see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, And, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si-lent -1y, how si-lent-1ly The won-drous gift is giv'n!
4 O ho - ly Child of Beth-Ile-hem, De - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go  by;
While mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep Their watch of won-d’ring love.
So  God im-parts to hu - man hearts The bless-ings of His heav’n.

Cast out our sin, and en - ter in, Be born in us to - day.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last-ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly  birth,

No ear may hear His com - ing; But in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas an - gels The great glad tid - ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to-night.
And  prais - es sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!
Where meek souls will re - ceive Him, still The dear Christ en - ters 1n.
O come to us, a - bide with us, Our Lord Im-man -u - el!
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THE SEVENTH LESSON Luke 2:8-16

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And
the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of a great
joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will
find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and
saying,

“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHOIR That First Nowell - Don Besig and Nancy Price

386 ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH
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An - gels we haveheard on high, Sweet-ly sing-ing o’er  the plains,

2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy-ous strains pro-long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see Him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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And the moun-tains in re-ply, Ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be Which in- spire your heav’'n - ly song?
Come, a-dore on bend - ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born King.
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THE EIGHTH LESSON Matthew 2:1-12

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the
king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he
who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have
come to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and
all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the
people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:

“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Israel.””

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them
what time the star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go
and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me
word, that I too may come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they
went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went
before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they
saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house
they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped
him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they departed to their own country by another way.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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370 WHAT CHILD IS THIS
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1 What child 1is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar - y’s lap 18
2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate  Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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shep - herds watch are  keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing  hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise the
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Christ the king, @ Whom shep - herds guard and  an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The  cross be borme for me, for you;
song on high, The vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;

# |

#"—'—@ i e e e

Q) . Tﬁ_‘ J T ‘ ‘

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

OFFERING

VOLUNTARY French Carol - Jean-Francois Dandrieu

The Pastor lights a candle from the Christ candle; the ushers light their candles
from the Pastor’s. The ushers will then light the candle of each worshiper nearest
the center aisle, and the worshiper lights his neighbor’s candle. Only the unlit

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES

candles should be tilted. The lights are dimmed.

Stand
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380 HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING
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1 Hark! The her - ald

an - gels sing,

“Glo - ry to the new-born King;

2 Christ, by high - est heav’n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er- last - ing Lord,

3 Hail,
0

the heav’'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail,

the Sun of Righ-teous-ness!
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Peace on earth and mer - cy mild,
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God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled!”

Late in time be-hold Him come, Off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.

Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with heal - ing in His wings.
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Joy - ful, all ye na-tions, rise, Join the tri-umph of tk_le skies;

Veiled in flesh the God-head see,
Mild He lays His glo - ry by,

Hail the in-car - nate De - 1 - ty!
Born that man no more may die,
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Pleased as
Born to
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host pro-claim, “Christ is
Man with man to dwell, Je -
raise the sons of earth, Born

born in Beth-le-hem!”
sus, our Im-man-u - el!
to give them sec-ond birth.
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The her-ald an-gels sing,
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“Glo-ry to the new-born King!”



363 SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT
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1 Stil - le Na%hrtz, hei - li - gde Nacht! Al - les scﬁl&ﬁ,
1 Si - lent mnightt ho - ly night! All is calm,
2S1 - lent night; ho - ly night! Shep - herds  quake
3Si - lent nightt ho - ly night! Son of God,
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ein - sam wacht  Nur das trau - te, hoch-hei - li - ge Paar.
all is bright Round yon vir -  gin moth - er and -child.
at the sight; Glo ries stream from heav -en a - far,
" love’s pure light Ra - diantbeams from Thy ho-1ly face
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Hol - der Kna-be im lok-ki-gen Haar, Schlaf in himm - li-scher
Ho - ly In - fant, so ten-der and mild, Sleep in heav -en - ly
Heav’'n-ly hosts sing, Al - le-lu - 1a!  Christ, the Sav-ior, is
With the dawn of re - deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy
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Ruh, Schlaf in  himm - i - scher Ruh.
peace, Sleep in heav - en - ly  peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - 1or, 1s born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy birth.
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THE NINTH LESSON John 1:1-5, 9-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word

was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through

him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life,

and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it.

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not
know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to
all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of
the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

BENEDICAMUS Psalm 103:1
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
[P) The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the *I+ Son, and the Holy
Spirit, bless and preserve you.

Amen.

You may extinguish your candles.

Sit
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POSTLUDE Hanacpachap - Juan Bocanegra

Join us tomorrow morning at 9:00 am as we celebrate the Nativity of
Our Lord!

IN OUR SERVICE TODAY

Officiant
Pastor Elliott

Lector
Robin Melvin

Acolyte
Owen Petro

Organist
Noel Channon

Choir Director
Barbara Sackett

Altar Guild
Dawn Plumb, Jack & Donna Holdridge

Ushers
Sharon Christiansen, James Leary,
Peter Boomhower, Brian Keller,
Andrew Riker, Terry King
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