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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH – MISSOURI SYNOD (LCMS)  
 

Peter W. W. Elliott, Pastor 
Rachel Robins, Office Administrator 

 

From the Desk of Pastor Elliott 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

On February 5th, we will celebrate an often-forgotten 

holiday called Septuagesima, which is Latin for 70 days. 

Septuagesima is exactly 70 days before Easter. It 

corresponds to the exile in the Old Testament where the 

people of God spent 70 years in Babylon. They were sent 

into exile because of their sins, yet God promised a 

joyous restoration. Jeremiah 29:10-11 reads, “For thus 

says the Lord: When seventy years are completed for 

Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfill to you my 

promise and bring you back to this place. For I know the 

plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare 

and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” God 

kept this promise, and the people came back home into 

Jerusalem with shouts of joy. In a similar way, we will 

have a time of sorrow for 70 days when we will reflect on 

our sins. However, I have good news: sorrow’s days are 

numbered! After 70 days, the sorrow will end with joyous 

shouts of “Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 

Alleluia!” Indeed, because we belong to Him, we will one 

day enter the heavenly Jerusalem to shouts of eternal joy, 

for all sorrows will cease. As we read about in Revelation 

21, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the 

first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the 

sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 

bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice 

from the throne saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling place of 

God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will 

be his people, and God himself will be with them as their 

God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and 

death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, 

nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have 

passed away.’ And he who was seated on the throne said, 

‘Behold, I am making all things new.’” So, we enter a time 

of repentant sorrow, and yet, we already anticipate the 

coming joy. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Elliott 

 

THE MARCH MESSENGER DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 20, 2023 

Please ensure your announcements/articles arrive at the 

church office by the date above if you would like them in 

the next Messenger. The Messenger deadline is the 3rd 

Monday of the month unless there is a holiday. Please 

place all messages and articles in the office mailbox 

located in the choir room or email them to 

office@messiahseattle.org. 

 

2023 SERVICE SCHEDULES: Don’t have access to the 

internet, but still want access to the January – June 2023 

schedule for your volunteer service? No worries. All 

service schedules for ushers, elders, acolytes, etc. are 

posted near the emergency exit perpendicular to the 

sacristy door in the sanctuary. Any future schedules 

changes will be updated and reposted periodically in the 

Messenger. 

 

CAN WE COUNT ON YOU? The office is looking for a few 

volunteers to count the Sunday tithes. This process 

involves counting with Rachel to cross-compare totals to 

ensure our weekly counts are as accurate as possible. We 

utilize a simple Excel file programmed to do most of the 

math for us. If God is speaking in your heart to serve and 

if you think you might be available for half an hour or so 

on Tuesdays, please contact the office today!  

 

HELP SUPPORT OUR FUNDRAISER! We have recently 

reached $66,651.77. We’re halfway there of meeting our 

goal of $80,000! Contributions can be made through 

incremental offerings, just be sure to label your envelope 

or check as “Parsonage Renovation.” In addition to cash 

or checks, there is an online payment option available as 

well halfway down our Stewardship page at 

messiahseattle.org/stewardship. Have further questions 

regarding this fundraiser? Reach out to Harry at 

president@messiahseattle.org. 
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BE CAREFUL OF SCAM EMAILS & TEXT MESSAGES 
Messiah members are still receiving phishing emails from 

scammers posing as church staff. Please be sure to always 

check the address of the sender when you receive an 

email that seems strange, especially if they’re asking for 

gift cards. If you do find such emails in your inbox, please 

follow up with our tech committee at 

tech@messiahseattle.org. Additionally, Messiah staff 

never sends out text messages, so if you receive any 

they’re guaranteed to be suspicious. 

 

 

We are still working through the final financial numbers, 

but our congregation definitely ended up in black for 

2022. One of the aspects of our congregation that I have 

always valued is the faithfulness of our members in giving 

that usually exceeds our expenses. God has truly blessed 

us in His Son and our giving back some of what God gives 

us is an expression of our love in response. The budget 

for our congregation will is larger in 2023, but I am 

confident that our offerings will also meet this year's 

expenses. 
 

We plan to finally publish our church directory by the end 

of February. We would like a picture of every member or 

family in the directory. You can either send in a picture 

to office@messiahseattle.org or arrange to have a picture 

taken at church by contacting me or Lee Cohrs. We will 

produce a rough draft of the directory and have it 

available at the coffee bars upstairs and downstairs on 

February 12th and 19th so it can be reviewed by you for 

errors. We also plan to periodically produce update 

pages as information changes and new members are 

added. The directory will only be distributed to members 

and we will not publish any information or pictures that 

you would prefer to keep private. 

 

 

Below is the 2022 Financial Summary through 

December: 

 

 2022 Spending Guide (SG) - Annual Total: $536,535 

 2022 Actual Offerings/Income through December: 

$482,616 (10% below SG) 

 2022 Actual Expenses through December: $480,177 

(11% below SG), including funds set aside for future 

use: $66,000 
 

The operating result through December is a surplus of 

$2,438. Thank you for your faithful giving in this final 

month of 2022. Please remember in your prayers to thank 

the Lord for Messiah’s blessings and pray for His 

continued gifts to sustain us through the upcoming year. 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or 

concerns at treasurer@messiahseattle.org. 

 

LAW & ORDER – PASTOR ELLIOTT 
 

For Advent, we began a teaching series on the first 3 

Commandments and how Christ fulfilled each of these 

laws. For this year’s Lenten series, we complete our look 

into the rest of the 10 Commandments given by Moses 

and explore how Christ satisfied the remaining ones. The 

series messages are as follows: 
 

 Ash Wednesday – [2/22]  

o Rend Your Hearts 

 Lenten Midweek II – [3/01]  

o The 4th Commandment 

 Lenten Midweek III – [3/08] 

o The 5th Commandment 

 Lenten Midweek IV – [3/15] 

o The 6th Commandment 

 Lenten Midweek V – [3/22] 

o The 7th & 9th Commandments 

 Lenten Midweek VI – [3/29] 

o The 8th & 10th Commandments 
 

MIDWEEK SERVICES: Our Lenten midweek services gather 

on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm from February 22nd through 

March 29th.  

 

LENTEN SOUP DINNERS: Lenten soup dinners have 

returned just before our midweek services in the 

Fellowship Hall at 6:00 pm. If you have further questions, 

please contact our Council President at 

president@messiahseattle.org.  

 

 

 

MEN’S NIGHT OUT – BRIAN DANFORTH 
Please join us on Monday, February 6th at 6:00 pm at 

Chinook's at Salmon Bay, located at 1900 W. Nickerson 

Street. Please RSVP to Brian Danforth.  
 

MESSIAH WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP – ANN MELVIN 
The group meets online 1st and 3rd Mondays at 7:30 pm. 

Contact Ann Melvin if you would like the zoom link or if 

you have any questions or comments. 

QUILTING DAY – JEAN MINDEMANN 
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We will be meeting on February 22nd at 9:30 am to make 

quilts for Lutheran World Relief. Bring your own lunch. 

No sewing experience necessary. If you have any 

questions, contact Jean Mindemann. 
 

SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS SNACK SIGN-UP – BEV EDMON 
The Sunday Bible Class Snack sign-up sheet for February 

and March is on the counter in the Fellowship Hall. 

There is space for 2 people to sign-up each week if you 

want to team up. Currently there are around 60 adults 

and 25 children attending Bible Class and Sunday School. 

It is helpful if you will make coffee. Instructions are on 

the side of the coffee maker. Jean Mindeman, Sara 

Jorgenson, Bev Edmon, and many others are able to 

show you the ropes. 
 

PRAYER TREE MINISTRY – STEPHANIE COLBERT 
It has been a while since our Prayer Tree Ministry has 

been publicized, so I thought I’d take this opportunity to 

increase awareness about who we are, and how our 

ministry works. Messiah’s Prayer Tree Ministry was 

established over 20 years ago by one of our women’s 

groups to provide additional prayer support for our 

church members. The Prayer Tree currently consists of 

18 members. All of us have signed a confidentiality 

agreement, and consider all requests confidential, unless 

we hear otherwise. If you would like to submit a request 

for our Prayer Tree, please contact Pastor Elliott, who 

will pass the message to our group. If you have any 

questions, or would like to join us, feel free to contact me 

at stephcolbert@yahoo.com.  
 

MIGHTY MITES FOR LWML – SUE HEWITSON 

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League collects 

money in little mite boxes located on the table on the 

back wall in the Fellowship Hall. The money goes to 

mission projects elected at the convention held every 

other year. For these two years our zone goal is $75,000 

for 13 projects. If you would like to participate in these 

worthy projects, you can pick a box and when it is full 

bring it on the fourth Sunday to church and put it in the 

basket at the table in the back of the sanctuary. A list of 

the projects is in the hallway upstairs and on the bulletin 

board in the Fellowship Hall. Thank you for your interest 

and participation. If you have questions, ask Sue 

Hewitson or Jean Mindemann. 

 

2023 FLOWER CHART IS OUT! – CHERYL TAYLOR 

Donating flowers for the altar is a beautiful expression of 

our gratitude and devotion to God as we celebrate the 

milestones in our lives. If you have any important dates 

that you would like to commemorate, the flower chart for 

2023 is out in the upstairs hallway ready for people to sign 

up for those Sundays. Just a reminder, the office does not 

purchase these flowers. Members who sign-up are 

welcome to bring flowers from wherever they choose, 

LaVassar florist, or even from their own gardens—

whichever way you feel like would best honor the Lord. 

Slots can fill up fast for certain weekends, so be sure to 

sign up before it’s too late! 

 

AMAZONSMILE 

Are you an Amazon customer? Did you know you can 

have a small portion of each purchase donated to 

Messiah Lutheran Church if you order via 

AmazonSmile? The merchandise and prices are exactly 

the same as Amazon.com—but the benefit is that .5% of 

your purchase will be donated to a charity of your choice. 

You can set Messiah Lutheran Church as the beneficiary. 

Go to Amazon.com and do a search for AmazonSmile to 

learn more about this program. 
 

DID YOU KNOW?  

The office collects used batteries, plastic film, dead 

lightbulbs for recycling. Instead of throwing away these 

things, which are bad for ground water and landfills, feel 

free to bring them with you on your way to church, look 

for the white metal box just outside the blue office door, 

and place your item in the appropriately labeled bag. 

Thank you for helping us practice better stewardship of 

this land God has blessed us with.  
 

UNANSWERED BIBLE QUESTIONS… Issues, Etc., a radio-

talk show and podcast produced by Lutheran Public 

Radio, will have Pastors Bryan Wolfmueller and Brian 

Kachelmeier respond to your unanswered Bible 

questions.  You can submit your question via 

email: talkback@issuesetc.org, Facebook: @issuesetc, 

or the Issues, Etc. Comment Line: (618) 223-8382.  You 

can listen to the interview at your convenience 

at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite 

podcast provider. 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING: We had a great time celebrating 

National Lutheran Schools Week! We had dress up days 

and an activity each day including a pep rally, breakfast 

and cartoons, and a disco dance party. We also delivered 

flowers to our surrounding neighbors to show our 

appreciation and gratitude. Students had fun 

mailto:stephcolbert@yahoo.com
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participating in “Penny Wars” each day, where they 

brought in spare change and tried to earn team points for 

the most pennies. Team’s lost points for silver coins and 

dollars! The money donated went to purchasing items for 

National Lutheran Schools Week. Team Sprouts led 

chapel on Wednesday and did an amazing job!  
 

WAYS TO HELP: Prayers Pray for our teachers, students, 

and families as we build community, grow student 

confidence, and help them achieve academic standards 

all in a Christ-centered, grace filled environment. Pray 

for our open positions in the preschool to be filled.  

 

 

SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE CLASS   

What:  Book of Matthew 

When:  Sundays at 9:30 am 

Where:  Fellowship Hall and Online 

Teacher: Pastor Elliott 

 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

What:  The Epistles 

When:  Tuesdays, 10:00 am  

Where:  Fellowship Hall and Online 

Teacher: Harry Edmon 

 

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 

What:  Law & Godspell  

When:  Thursdays, 7:00 pm  

Where:  Online 

Teacher: Jim Grant 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

Neil Strege 2/03 

Dianna Altena 2/06 

Elijah Elliott 2/08 

Henry Petro 2/08 

Chris Zakian 2/08 

Alex Knudson 2/09 

Gene Johnson 2/10 

Peter Elliott 2/11 

Nancy Bourn 2/14 

Todd Quammen 2/14 

Tammy Linden 2/18 

Tiana Bourn 2/22 

Christian Germeroth 2/26 

Carol Davidson 2/27 

Steve Anderson 2/28 

Pyper Cox 2/28 

 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

Brian & Charity Reid 2/09 

Eric & Cynthia Stone 2/16 

Michael & Marsha Hudson 2/27 

 

 

ACOLYTES – 9:00 AM   

5 Eli Freeburg 

12 Daniel Elliott 

19 Porter Grant 

26 Hank Petro 

 

ACOLYTES – ASH WEDNESDAY - 7:00 PM   

22 Owen Petro 

 

ALTAR GUILD   

5 Stephanie Colbert, Joanne Estergreen 

12 Erin Goodnow, Jean Mindemann 

19 Donna & Jack Holdridge 

22 Jean Mindemann 

26 Sharon Christiansen, Cheryl Taylor 
 

ELDERS – 9:00 AM     

5 David Miller, Josh Pemberton  

12 Andrew Petro, Lee Cohrs 

19 Neil Strege, David Miller 

26 Andrew Petro, Lee Cohrs 

 

ELDERS – ASH WEDNESDAY – 7:00 PM    

22 Josh Pemberton 
 

USHERS – 9:00 AM 

5 Sharon Christiansen  

12 Curt Colbert  

19 Dan Lassman  

26 Lee Cohrs 

 

USHERS – ASH WEDNESDAY – 7:00 PM   

22 Sharon Christiansen 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

6:30 pm 

Ensemble 

 

7:00 pm 
 

Bible Study  

 

Choir 

 

 

 

Septuagesima  

 

9:00 am 

Divine Service 

 

10:30 am 

Education Hour 

 

6:00 pm  

Men’s Night 

Out 
 

7:30 pm 

Women’s Zoom 

Bible Study 

10:00 am 

Bible Study 
 

6:30 pm 

Council Mtg 

 

6:30 pm 

Ensemble 

 

 

7:00 pm 
 

Bible Study  
 

Choir 
 

 

 

Sexagesima 

 

9:00 am 

Divine Service 

 

10:30 am 

Education Hour 

 

 

 10:00 am  

Bible Study 

 

 

6:30 pm 

Ensemble 

 

 

7:00 pm 

Bible Study  
  

Choir 
 

 

Quinquagesima  

 

9:00 am 

Divine Service 

 

10:30 am 

Education Hour 

 

Messenger 

Deadline for 

March  

 

7:30 pm 

Women’s Zoom 

Bible Study 

 

 

10:00 am  

Bible Study 

 

6:30 pm  

Exec Board Mtg 

 

 
 

Ash Wed 
 

 9:30 am 

Quilting Day 

 

7:00 pm 

Midweek 

Service 

 

 
 

7:00 pm 

Bible Study 
 

Choir 

 

 

9:00 am  

Divine Service 

 

10:30 am 

Education Hour 

 

11:30 am 

Ensemble 

 

 

10:00 am 

Bible Study 
 

6:30 pm  

Elders Mtg
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