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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH – MISSOURI SYNOD (LCMS)  
 

Rev. Peter W. W. Elliott, Pastor 

Rachel Robins, Office Admin 
 

From the Desk of Pastor Elliott 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Happy New Year! 

 

The new Church Year has begun, and it’s another year to 

hear the story of what our Lord Jesus has done for us. I 

have some New Year’s resolutions. Most of all, I hope to 

get to know all of you. If you’re looking for a time to 

meet, here’s how my schedule looks. 

 

On Sundays from 8:00 am - 9:00 am, I’ll be in the 

Narthex, so if you want to come before church and visit, 

that would be great. Also, after Bible Study, I’ll always 

stick around if anyone wants to chat. Mondays are 

generally days with my family. Thursdays are usually days 

I visit shut-ins. Therefore, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 

Fridays become very good days for visiting. A lot of what 

I do—studying, writing, praying, homeschooling—can be 

rearranged on any given day. I try to be very flexible. So, 

the best way to schedule something is to call or text my 

personal cell phone with your preferred time. Email is 

also good. 

 

Advent meals are another good visitation time. We have 

midweek Advent services Wednesdays at 7:00 pm, with a 

meal beforehand at 6:00 pm. If you’ve never made 

Advent or Lenten services a habit, you should try them 

out! 

 

Finally, I pray that we all resolve to study God’s Word 

together this upcoming year. Jesus says, “If you abide in 

my Word, you are truly my disciples. You will know the 

truth, and the truth will set you free.” This year I want to 

teach you all how to study the Scriptures, how to meditate 

on what you find there, how to apply it, and even how to 

pray the words back to God. These are the habits that 

form us as disciples, and because faith comes from 

hearing the Word, these are the habits that strengthen 

faith and the fruits of faith (the fruit of the Spirit). Most 

of all, I hope that when you read the Scriptures, you see 

Christ and come to know Him. He is everything! 

God bless you all this upcoming year, and I’m so happy 

to be in Seattle with you. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Elliott 

 

THE JANUARY MESSENGER DEADLINE IS DECEMBER 19, 2022 

Please ensure your announcements/articles arrive at the 

church office by the date above if you would like them in 

the next Messenger. The Messenger deadline is the 3rd 

Monday of the month unless there is a holiday. Please 

place all messages and articles in the office mailbox 

located in the choir room or email them to 

office@messiahseattle.org. 

 

HELP SUPPORT OUR FUNDRAISER! We have recently 

reached $41,695. We’re halfway there of meeting our 

goal of $80,000! Contributions can be made through 

incremental offerings, just be sure to label your envelope 

or check as “Parsonage Renovation.” In addition to cash 

or checks, there is an online payment option available as 

well halfway down our Stewardship page at 

messiahseattle.org/stewardship. Have further questions 

regarding this fundraiser? Reach out to Mark at 

president@messiahseattle.org. 

 

 

With this being the last Messenger for 2022, I would like 

to send a heartful note of thanks to the congregation and 

church staff for their wonderful love and support over the 

past 3 years. Having accepted this role in late 2019, it was 

difficult to imagine what God had in store for the 

congregation (and the world in general) for the next 3 

years. I would like to thank Pastor Mankin, Pastor Flath, 

Pastor Elliott, Lee Cohrs, and all members of the church 

council for their guidance and partnership. I am 

reminded of the words of Romans 8:28: “And we know 

that in all things God works for the good of those who 

love him, who have been called according to his purpose” 

and all glory goes to God for the many things we have 

achieved as a congregation. I look forward to the 
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congregation continuing to flourish in 2023 under the 

leadership of the new congregational president, Harry 

Edmon. It has been a privilege serving in this this role 

over the past few years and I would like to wish everyone 

a blessed Advent, Christmastide, and a Happy New Year. 

 

ANNUAL STAFF “THANK YOU” GIFT – MARK JORGENSEN 

As we move beyond Thanksgiving and into a new church 

year, let's take a moment to be thankful for the faithful 

preaching, teaching, and worship that we experience at 

Messiah. A number of workers in our church work hard 

throughout the year to make that possible. Messiah 

traditionally collects a monetary “thank you gift” for our 

dedicated church staff to present to them at our 

Christmas Eve service. Please prayerfully consider 

contributing to these gifts. To do so, please place your 

gift in a designated envelope marked “Staff Gift” and put 

it in the offering bag or deliver it to the church office by 

December 18th. 

 

 

Our theme for this year is Law and Fulfillment. We’ll 

look at the first three commandments, specifically to see: 

(1) how we have broken them, (2) how Christ fulfills 

them vicariously for us, and (3) how we can now delight 

in these commandments by the light of the Gospel.  

 

Advent is a time of repentant joy. It’s about repentance 

because our sin is the reason Christ had to come. It’s 

about joy because He has brought peace with God by his 

blood. “Glory to God in the highest!" 

 

The midweek Advent services have been scheduled as 

listed below and start at 7:00 pm. 

 

LAW & FULLFILLMENT 

November 30: Have Jesus 

December 7: Use His Name 

December 14: Remember What He Has Done 

 

ADVENT DINNERS RETURN 
Don’t want to attend our midweek services hungry? 

Messiah is resuming our 6:00 pm soup suppers in the 

Fellowship Hall prior to service. 

 
SEEKING SOUP SUPPER VOLUNTEERS – MARK JORGENSEN 
Two of the soup supper slots are covered, however we are 

looking for another family/s to volunteer to help on 

December 14th. Please contact Mark Jorgensen if you 

wish to help or have any questions at 

president@messiahseattle.org.  
 

CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS SERVICE DRESS REHEARSAL  
For all families with children participating in the 

children's Christmas service this year, we will be holding 

a dress rehearsal on Saturday, December 17th at 10:00 

am. There will be donuts for all kids who come to 

rehearsal. 
 

CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS SERVICE – ROCHELLE PEMBERTON 

Fill your heart with joy while awaiting the Savior’s birth! 

Come to This Is My Son, the children’s Christmas service 

on Sunday, December 18, 2022 during the Education 

Hour. The service is returning to the Sanctuary this year 

and coffee, and treats will be served following the service 

downstairs in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 
This year in a further return to normalcy, we are holding 

a single Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, which will be 

followed with outdoor Christmas carols. Service starts at 

7:00 pm.  

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
The Divine Service for Christmas starts at 9:00 am. We 

look forward to sharing the good news as we welcome the 

birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

 

MEN’S NIGHT OUT – BRIAN DANFORTH 
Please join us on Monday, December 5th at 6:00 pm at 

Mamma Melina Ristorante, located at 5101 25th Ave. 

NE. Please RSVP to Brian Danforth. 

 

MESSIAH WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP – ANN MELVIN 
The group meets online 1st and 3rd Mondays at 7:30 pm. 

Contact Ann Melvin at annmelvin@comcast.net if you 

would like the zoom link or if you have any questions or 

comments. 

 

HOLIDAY FOOD SHOWER FOR LAKE CITY FOOD BANK 

This is the time of year that we think of all of the blessings 

that God has bestowed on us. Some have not been so 

fortunate and therefore need extra help with food given 

to them thru a food bank like Lake City provides. We will 

be collecting nonperishable items to take to the food 

bank in early December. Items such as: flour, sugar, 
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canned goods, peanut butter, pasta and special holiday 

items such as candy, chocolate chips for baking. Thank 

you for thinking of others during this special time of year. 

The deadline is December 8th for contributions. 
 

IN NEED OF GIFT CARDS? - CHERYL KOHRING 
Thank you for supporting the Concordia Lutheran Scrip 

Program. We will have a table outside the Fellowship 

Hall after service on December 4th, 11th, and 18th. We 

carry the most popular gift cards and there are hundreds 

of retailers that can special order for you. For a complete 

list of gift cards, go to RaiseRight.com. Place an order 

with us on Sunday and we can have your gift cards for you 

the following Sunday. If you have any questions, contact 

Robin Danforth or Cheryl Kohring. 
 

QUILTING DAY – JEAN MINDEMANN 
Our next meeting will be in January. If you have any 

questions, contact Jean. 
 

PRAYER TREE MINISTRY – STEPHANIE COLBERT 
It has been a while since our Prayer Tree Ministry has 

been publicized, so I thought I’d take this opportunity to 

increase awareness about who we are, and how our 

ministry works. Messiah’s Prayer Tree Ministry was 

established over 20 years ago by one of our women’s 

groups to provide additional prayer support for our 

church members. The Prayer Tree currently consists of 

18 members. All of us have signed a confidentiality 

agreement, and consider all requests confidential, unless 

we hear otherwise. If you would like to submit a request 

for our Prayer Tree, please contact Pastor Elliott, who 

will pass the message to our group. If you have any 

questions, or would like to join us, feel free to contact me 

at stephcolbert@yahoo.com.  
 

CHRISTMAS CARDS – JAN SHOLDT 
Don’t forget to grab your Christmas cards! They’re now 

available in the Narthex. Come support Messiah missions 

and pick some up today. At only $1.00, they’re a great 

deal! 

 

MIGHTY MITES FOR LWML – SUE HEWITSON 

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League collects 

money in little mite boxes located on the table on the 

back wall in the Fellowship Hall. The money goes to 

mission projects elected at the convention held every 

other year. For these two years our zone goal is $75,000 

for 13 projects. If you would like to participate in these 

worthy projects, you can pick a box and when it is full 

bring it on the fourth Sunday to church and put it in the 

basket at the table in the back of the sanctuary. A list of 

the projects is in the hallway upstairs and on the bulletin 

board in the Fellowship Hall. Thank you for your interest 

and participation. If you have questions, ask Sue 

Hewitson or Jean Mindemann. 

 

SCHOOL KITS FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
We are sending 99 school kits to LWR! Thank you to all 

who donated supplies. Lutheran World Relief works with 

local organizations within countries to distribute items to 

those in need. Our boxes of school kits have bar codes so 

we can track where they will be sent. Our last group of 

school kits was sent to Dominican Republic in August 

2021 and more recently to Peru in March 2022. 
 

BE CAREFUL OF SCAM EMAILS & TEXT MESSAGES 
Messiah members are still receiving phishing emails from 

scammers posing as church staff. Please be sure to always 

check the address of the sender when you receive an 

email that seems strange, especially if they’re asking for 

gift cards. If you do find such emails in your inbox, please 

follow up with our tech committee at 

tech@messiahseattle.org. Additionally, Messiah staff 

never sends out text messages, so if you receive any 

they’re guaranteed to be suspicious. 
 

COLLECTION FOR UKRAINE – SHARON CHRISTIANSEN 
Messiah is again holding a collection for Ukraine. For 

any details on what is most needed and the date we need 

it by, please contact either Barbara or Sharon. 
 

WE’RE DOING A SECOND CHRISTMAS COLLECTION 

Our focus for this additional Christmas drive will be for 

the homeless and needy at Compass Housing. Sharon is 

thinking socks, shirts, blankets, but as proven in the past, 

successful is anything you can spare. Cleaning out clutter 

in closets are treasured items. Your little used items can 

be appreciated by others and is self-benefiting. For any 

further details regarding the collection deadline, please 

contact Sharon Christiansen. 
 

MORE TOPICS, MORE GUESTS, MORE JESUS… Issues, Etc. 

is a radio-talk show and podcast produced by Lutheran 

Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS 

Pastor Todd Wilken.  This week's topics include: 

Decision Theology; The Incarnation of God & the Value 

of Man; 4th-Century Bishop Nicholas of Myra; Man & 

the Metaverse and more.  You can listen at your 

convenience at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and 

your favorite podcast provider. 
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AMAZONSMILE 

Are you an Amazon customer? Did you know you can 

have a small portion of each purchase donated to 

Messiah Lutheran Church if you order via 

AmazonSmile? The merchandise and prices are exactly 

the same as Amazon.com—but the benefit is that .5% of 

your purchase will be donated to a charity of your choice. 

You can set Messiah Lutheran Church as the beneficiary. 

Go to Amazon.com and do a search for AmazonSmile to 

learn more about this program. 

 

DID YOU KNOW?  

The office collects used batteries, plastic film, dead 

lightbulbs for recycling. Instead of throwing away these 

things, which are bad for ground water and landfills, feel 

free to bring them with you on your way to church, look 

for the white metal box just outside the blue office door, 

and place your item in the appropriately labeled bag. 

Thank you for helping us practice better stewardship of 

this land God has blessed us with.  

 

 

SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE CLASS   

What:  TBD 

When:  Sundays, 10:30 am 

Where:  Fellowship Hall and Online 

Teacher: Pastor Elliott 
 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

What:  The Epistles 

When:  Tuesdays, 10:00 am  

Where:  Fellowship Hall and Online 

Teacher: Harry Edmon 

 

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 

What:  Law & Gospel  

When:  Thursdays, 7:00 pm  

Where:  Online 

Teacher: Jim Grant 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
Shelley Tennant 12/01 

Titus Grant 12/02 

Heidi Morse 12/02 

Bev Edmon 12/04 

Dea Pearce 12/06 

Susan Paeth 12/07 

Yurheiness Branch 12/14 

Destiny Aguayo 12/16 

Carter Petro 12/07 

Lucy Neubert 12/20 

Danielle Smith 12/22 

Adeline Bourn 12/26 

Andrew Melvin 12/28 

 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Dick & Jan Hillmann 12/26 

Peter & Valerie Elliott 12/31 

 

OFFICIAL ACTS 

On October 16th, Josiah Koehn was approved to serve as 

Church Council Vice President, and on November 20th, 

at our Annual Congregational Meeting, Harry Edmon 

was approved to serve as Council President, effective 

January 1st. At the November 20th meeting, the 

congregation voted to condense Sunday services to a 

single Divine Service, which now starts at 9:00 am. 

 

 

ALTAR GUILD   

4 Sharon Christiansen, Joanne Estergreen 

7 Stephanie Colbert 

11 Cheryl Taylor, Stephanie Colbert 

14 Stephanie Colbert 

18 Cheryl Taylor, Jean Mindemann 

24 Jack & Donna Holdridge 

25 Jack & Donna Holdridge 

 

ELDERS     

9:00 am 

4 Mike Boomhower, Neil Strege  

11 Harry Edmon, Josh Pemberton 

18 Lee Cohrs, David Miller 

25 Andrew Petro, Neil Strege 

 

USHERS 

9:00 am  

4 Lee Cohrs  

11 Steve Miller  

18 Harry Edmon  

25 Dave Paeth 

 

7:00 pm – Advent Midweeks & Christmas Eve 

7 Dan Lassman 

14 Steve Miller 

24 Lee Cohrs  

  



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

7:00 pm 
 

Bible Study  

 

 

9:00 am 

Divine Service 

 

10:30 am 

Education Hour 

 

11:30 am 

 

Ensemble  

 

 

 

6:00 pm 

Men’s Night 

Out  

 

7:30 pm 

Women’s Zoom 

Bible Study 

 

10:00 am 

Bible Study 
 

 

Advent II 

 

 

6:00 pm  

Advent Dinner 

 

7:00 pm 

Midweek 

Service  

 

 

7:00 pm 
 

Bible Study  
 

 

 

9:00 am 

Divine Service 

 

10:30 am 

Education Hour 

 

11:30 am 

 

Ensemble  

 

 10:00 am  

Bible Study 

 

6:30 pm  

Council Mtg 

 
 

 

Advent III 

 

 

6:00 pm  

Advent Dinner 

 

7:00 pm 

Midweek 

Service 
 

7:45 pm 

Choir 

 

7:00 pm 
 

Bible Study  
  

10:00 am 

Children’s 

Christmas 

Program 

Rehearsal 
 

 

9:00 am 

Divine Service 

 

10:30 am 

Children’s 

Christmas Program 

 

11:30 am 

 

Ensemble  

 

Messenger 

Deadline for 

January 
 

 

7:30 pm 

Women’s Zoom 

Bible Study 

 

 

10:00 am  

Bible Study 

 

6:30 pm  

Exec Board Mtg 

 
 

7:00 pm 

Choir  

 

 

 

 
7:00 pm 

 

Bible Study  

 

 Christmas 

Eve

7:00 pm 

Candlelight 

Service 

Nativity of Our 

Lord  

 

 

9:00 am  

Divine Service 

 

 

The office will be 

closed in 

observance of the 

holiday. 

 

6:30 pm  

Elders Mtg

 7:00 pm 

Bible Study  

 

7:00 pm 

Choir  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 


