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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH – MISSOURI SYNOD (LCMS)  

 
Rachel Robins, Office Administrator 

 

From the President 
 

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ!  
 

The blessings have abounded the congregation 

throughout the month of June. After a wonderful visit 

with the Pastor and Valerie Elliott, the congregation 

were blessed to receive word that Pastor Elliott had 

accepted the Divine Call to Messiah Lutheran. Thanks 

be to God!!! 

 

The Elliott family are currently preparing for their move. 

Pastor Elliott’s last Sunday at his current congregation 

will be July 17th. Shortly thereafter, they will be making 

the trip across country to Messiah Lutheran with the 

installation planned on July 31st at 3:30 pm. The PNW 

LCMS District President Rev. Dr. Paul Linnemann will 

be attending in support of the Pastor Elliott’s installation. 
 

We have now moved into full readiness mode in 

preparation for the Elliotts arrival. Renovations of the 

parsonage are in full swing and are on track to be 

completed by early July (please see separate article for 

renovation fundraising efforts). Many folks were 

instrumental in their efforts to support of this effort and 

my sincere thanks to the Pemberton / Edmon / Petro / 

Leary families for their support. A group of members are 

also working with the Elliotts to stock the parsonage with 

food and different items, and the Tech Committee are 

working with Pastor Elliott to ensure he has a laptop—

and other complimentary equipment—to ensure he has 

a smooth transition into his role as Messiah’s next full-

time Pastor. 
 

Outside of the Elliott’s arrival, there are several other 

efforts that have been completed in June. Here is a short 

list of items with the folks who have led these efforts. My 

thanks to you all: 

 

 New Phone System and WiFi internet system 

installed at the church (Tech Committee) 

 New Hot Water System (Maintenance Team) 

 New Stoves in the Fellowship Hall Kitchen (Council) 

 Return of the Offering Bags and removal of the 

Social Distancing signs in the sanctuary (Elder/Usher 

Teams) 
 

Starting July 10th, we will return to holding a single 

worship service at 9:00 am throughout the summer 

months, with two services resuming on September 18th. 

Sunday Adult Education Hour and Sunday School will 

occur following the Divine Service at 10:30 am and 

changes to the volunteer schedules can be found at the 

back of the Messenger. 
 

I cannot close without extending my sincere thanks to 

Pastor and Sandy Flath for their unwavering support as 

Messiah Lutheran’s vacancy Pastor over the past 8 

months. Pastor Flath has been a wonderful shepherd to 

the congregation, and we have been so blessed in the 

manner in which Pastor led worship services including 

both Advent / Lenten seasons, Sunday Bible Classes, 

served on the church council and visiting many of the 

shut-in members. I wish both Pastor and Sandy a relaxing 

summer as I hope you take a well-earned break and look 

forward to keeping in touch. 

 

Thank you all for your continued notes of support & 

appreciation, I wish you all a blessed summer. Please feel 

free to contact me at president@messiahseattle.org if 

there are any questions. 

 

In Christ, 

Mark Jorgensen 

 

FUNDRAISING FOR PARSONAGE RENOVATIONS: In support 

of the ongoing renovations to the parsonage, a 

fundraising effort will be held throughout the month of 

July. The goal of this effort is to raise $80,000 and 

contributions can be made through an incremental 

offering towards “Parsonage Renovation.” Offerings 

made will help replenish the capital project fund that is 

being used to cover the renovation costs. In addition to 

cash or check, there is an online payment option 

available as well halfway down our Stewardship page at 

https://www.messiahseattle.org/stewardship. Please note 

that credit card transactions incur a 3% processing fee to 

https://www.messiahseattle.org/stewardship
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Messiah, but the ACH payment option is free. A tracking 

thermometer will be posted in the Narthex to highlight 

progress towards this goal.  Thank you in advance for all 

offerings given in this space. 

 

THE NEXT MESSENGER DEADLINE IS AUGUST 15, 2022 

Please ensure your announcements/articles arrive at the 

church office by the date above if you would like them in 

the next Messenger. The Messenger deadline is the 3rd 

Monday of the month unless there is a holiday. Please 

place all messages and articles in the office mailbox 

located in the choir room or email them to 

office@messiahseattle.org. 
 

NEW DIRECTORY: Starting in May, the office began 

collecting photos and demographic information to create 

an updated printed directory. Have you submitted your 

update form? If not, please send in your current phone, 

email, and mailing address information, even if you think 

we already have it on file. We are especially in need of 

birthdates, baptism dates, and confirmation dates for 

our record reports that we send to the LCMS Synod. We 

had a data crash in 2016, and many of these dates are no 

longer in our system. 

 

Have you turned in your form but not a recent photo of 

yourself? Don’t forget we need this as well! Any current 

photo of yourself may be submitted, but all faces in the 

photo must fit in a square. File formats must be JPG, 

PNG, or PDF. Send your files to the office. 
 

OPEN POSITION AVAILABLE: The Exec Council are 

searching for a new music director. Please send any 

recommendations to president@messiahseattle.org. We 

are looking for someone who is available part-time who 

is adept at overseeing choir and ensemble performances, 

in addition to planning and communicating music 

selection in advance.  
 

BE CAREFUL OF FAKE EMAILS & TEXT MESSAGES: Messiah 

has begun receiving phishing emails again from strangers 

posing as church staff. Please be sure to always check the 

address of the sender when you receive an email that 

seems a bit strange. If you do find such emails in your 

inbox and you receive any of these text messages, please 

follow up with our Tech Committee at 

tech@messiahseattle.org. Note: Messiah staff never send 

out text messages, so if you receive any they’re 

automatically suspicious. 
 

CHANGES TO HOW WE WORSHIP HAS CHANGED – LEE COHRS 

At the end of June, we made a few minor adjustments to 

how we worship and take another step to returning to our 

pre-COVID normalcy. The three changes are: 

 

 Dots on the altar rail are gone. (Ushers will still 

limit each table of communicants to 8-10 people) 

 Pew signs were removed, except for the one pew 

with signs for the masked (last pew on Baptismal 

side) 

 Offering bags returned. Ushers returned to using 

the bags as usual and taking them to the altar for 

Pastor to receive 
 

We will continue to allow people to sit where they wish, 

and we expect most people to still spread out. Masks will 

continue to be optional for anyone who wants to wear 

one. 

 

 

Below is the 2022 Financial Summary through May: 

 

 2022 Spending Guide (SG) - prorated through May: 

$223,556 

 2022 Actual Expenses through May: $165,055 (26% 

below SG), including funds set aside for future use: 

$27,500 

 2022 Actual Offerings/Income through May: 

$199,150 (11% below SG) 
 

The operating result through May is a surplus of $34,095. 

However, Offerings are still below the Spending Guide 

for the year. Please remember in your prayers to thank 

the Lord for Messiah’s blessings and pray for His 

continued gifts to sustain us in the year to come. Please 

feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns: 

treasurer@messiahseattle.org 

 

 

Greetings from the 75th Anniversary Committee! We 

have been working to get ready to celebrate the first 75 

years of Messiah Lutheran Church, after being 

established in 1947. The theme of our celebration will be 

"75 Years of God's Blessings.” Here are more details for 

you to be aware of: 

 

1. Date for our celebration is Sunday, October 9th  

2. There will be one service at 9:30 am, with Holy 

Communion 

3. There will be a reception/meal following the service, 

down in the Fellowship Hall 

4. Pastor Lassman will be our guest preacher, Liturgy 

will be led by Pastor Elliott 

mailto:office@messiahseattle.org
mailto:president@messiahseattle.org
mailto:treasurer@messiahseattle.org
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5. Invitations to our past Pastors and other dignitaries 

will be sent out soon 

6. We will send out a "Save The Date" flyer by mid-

July, to alert people about the date 

7. We will be collecting names/addresses from 

members of people to send an invite to (more to 

come in future bulletins on how to give us names) 

8. A special offering will be taken, for replacing the 

front lawn statue and for a special LCMS mission 

(exact mission TBD) 

9. Displays will be placed around the church as we get 

closer, to show our history 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to 

the committee, by emailing the 75th Committee Chair at 

Lee Cohrs at: leecohrs3@gmail.com. 
 

We are truly thankful for Messiah and all of God's 

blessings, and we look forward to celebrating our 75 years 

on October 9th. 

 

In His Service, 

The 75th Anniversary Committee  

(Bev E, Jean M, Sharon C, Sue H, Jan S, Lee C) 

 

THURSDAY NIGHT BIBLE CLASS UPDATE – JIM GRANT 
We will begin new study with book of Hebrews on July 

7th. Zoom only — call Jim Grant (at 425-246-8536) for 

the access code. 

 

LUTHERAN WITNESS RENEWALS: It’s time again to renew 

your subscription, or request a new one, to The Lutheran 

Witness magazine. The 2022 Lutheran Witness Price is 

$15.96 (or $1.33 an issue). To renew or subscribe, please 

send the office your name, address, and annual payment. 

The deadline for subscribing is July 10th. So send in your 

subscription today! 

 

MEN’S NIGHT OUT – BRIAN DANFORTH 
For July, please join us on Monday, July 11th at 6:00 pm 

at Brier Pizza Kitchen, located at 23631 Brier Rd. In 

August, please join us on Monday, August 1st at 6:00 pm 

at Stanfords, located at 401 NE Northgate Way. Please 

RSVP to Brian Danforth, 206-276-4902. 
 

HELLO DOLLY – JEAN MINDEMANN 
Our Savior Lutheran Church & Mustard Seed Theater in 

Tacoma will be presenting “Hello Dolly” on: July 23rd at 

7:00 pm; July 24th at 3:00 pm and 7:00 pm; July 29th and 

30th at 7:00 pm; and July 31st at 3:00 pm. Tickets can be 

purchased for $12.00 at oslc.com. Contact Jean 

Mindemann at 206-300-7537 if you have any questions. 
 

SCHOOL KITS FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF: LWR sends 

school kits to areas of need throughout the world to assist 

children in their education. In past years, LWR sent our 

school kits to Peru, Honduras, Mali, and Lebanon. We 

are collecting the following items: 

 

 Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled 

paper  

 Approximately 8" X 10-1/2" (wide-ruled preferred; 

no loose-leaf paper, no composition books) 

 Blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel 

blades work well)  

 30-centimeter ruler (or with centimeters on one side 

and inches on the other) 

 Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers  

 Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 

 Box of 24 crayons  

 Erasers approximately 2.5” long 
 

Please place items on the wooden table in the narthex by 

August 21st. There is also a flyer on the table with this list. 

Thank you for your contributions! If you have questions 

about this project, please talk to Dorothy Bellin. 

 

QUILTING DAY – JEAN MINDEMANN 
We will not be meeting in July, but we will be returning 

on August 24th at 9:30 am to make quilts for Lutheran 

World Relief. Bring your own lunch. No sewing 

experience necessary. If you have any questions, call Jean 

at 206-300-7537. 

 

SINGERS WANTED! – NOEL CHANNON 
Choir rehearsals start up again September 1st at 7:00 pm 

sharp. We are always looking for singers, so if you’d like 

to join us, go for it. Our rehearsals are every Thursday, 

and we sing twice a month. Any questions, call me (360) 

602-5109, or email me at: nchannon6514@gmail.com.  
 

MESSIAH WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP – ANN MELVIN 
The group meets online the first and third Mondays at 

7:30 pm. If you would like to attend, please contact Ann 

Melvin (annmelvin@comcast.net - 206-850-9926) for 

login information or with any questions. 

 

SEEKING A TRANSPORTATION VOLUNTEER – ANN MELVIN 
One of Messiah’s housebound members is seeking a ride 

to church. Anyone live in or near Foss Village who would 

like to volunteer? Contact Ann Melvin for more details 

at annmelvin@comcast.net.   

mailto:leecohrs3@gmail.com
mailto:annmelvin@comcast.net
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ALTAR GUILD UPDATE - CHERYL TAYLOR 

You know us—we’re the team that manages paraments, 

candles, bread, and wine, etc. throughout the church 

year. When this is mailed out in July, the Altar Guild will 

have enjoyed some planning and fellowship at the 

summer meeting at Jean's house on June 26th. Thanks to 

all of the team for their service—Stephanie Colbert, 

Sharon Christiansen, Joanne Estergreen, Jean 

Mindemann, Jack & Donna Holdridge, Erin Goodnow, 

and Cheryl Taylor. And a special thank you to Harry 

Edmon who replaced/fixed the faucet and drain in the 

sacristy! We would benefit from additional members, so 

please consider joining us. You can reach out to any of 

us with questions at cat1596@gmail.com.  

 

LADIES NIGHT OUT – BEV EDMON 
We will continue to meet during July and August. Please 

check the Sunday bulletins for dates and locations. We 

look forward to seeing you.  

 

SEEKING WOODCARVER FOR A NEW STATUE – BEV EDMON 
The 75th Anniversary Committee would like to replace 

the statue that was stolen in front of church with a wood 

cross. We are looking for a wood carver to make a 6 ft. 

hardwood cross that will withstand the elements. If you 

do wood crafting or know of someone who does, talk to 

Bev Edmon, (425) 773-3711, bevedmon@gmail.com.  
 

SACRED MUSIC STATION… You can listen to the best of 

the Church’s music for the past 2,000 years on Lutheran 

Public Radio.  LPR streams 24/7 at 

lutheranpublicradio.org, TuneIn, Amazon Alexa, 

Google Home, Apple HomePod and the Lutheran 

Public Radio mobile app. 
 

DID YOU KNOW? The office collects used batteries, 

plastic film, dead lightbulbs for recycling. Instead of 

throwing away these things, which are bad for ground 

water and landfills, feel free to bring them with you on 

your way to church, look for the white metal box just 

outside the blue office door, and place your item in the 

appropriately labeled bag. Thank you for helping us 

practice better stewardship of this land God has blessed 

us with.  
 

ALASKA MISSION FOR CHRIST - Please pray for all military 

personnel and families stationed in Alaska. As a large 

percentage of our population, AMC continues to work 

on cultivating relationships and offering support to those 

facing the distinct challenges of military service. Pray that 

the insights brought by former military staff members will 

bring hope and healing in Jesus. www.alaskamissionforchrist.org 

 

SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE CLASS   

What:  Revelation (Jul), TBD (Aug) 

When:  Sundays at 10:30 am 

Where:  Fellowship Hall and Online 

Teacher: Rev. Flath (Jul), Pastor Elliott (Aug) 

 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

What:  The Epistles 

When:  Tuesdays, 10:00 am  

Where:  Fellowship Hall and Online 

Teacher: Harry Edmon 

 

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 

What:  Hebrews 

When:  Thursdays, 7:00 pm  

Where:  Online 

Teacher: Jim Grant 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
Mary Branom 7/01 

Beck Johnson 7/01 

Joyce Lucas 7/04 

Robin Arbuckle 7/06 

Robby Branom 7/07 

Brian Keller 7/07 

Allison Danforth 7/10 

Nicole Cox 7/13 

Jack Knudson 7/14 

June Scott 7/15 

Nola Pak 7/18 

Sue Hewitson 7/20 

Madeleine Ferguson 7/26 

Matt Grant 7/26 

Christina Roethemeyer 7/26 

Molly Neubert 7/27 

Craig Kohring 7/28 

John Koppelman 7/29 

Neil Woodward 

 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Bryan & Jennifer Clark 7/08 

Neil Woodward & Leanne Gulden 7/14 

Bob & Sara Zimmerman 7/15 

Robby & Audrey Branom 7/21 

Ryan & Danielle Smith 7/21 

Robin & Ann Melvin 7/30 

 

mailto:cat1596@gmail.com
http://www.alaskamissionforchrist.org/


5 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
Leslie Miller 8/03 

Syriana Schaub 8/05 

Braylin Jenson 8/06 

Jean Mindemann 8/08 

Gabrielle Strege 8/08 

Stephanie Totten 8/08 

Olivia Lueck 8/09 

Albert Lirhus 8/13 

Harriet Branom 8/17 

Marlene Ivy 8/17 

Theo Petro 8/17 

Jordan Paeth 8/18 

Trey Knudson 8/19 

Cameron Petro 8/19 

Brian Doersch 8/21 

Curt Colbert 8/23 

Sandy Grant 8/23 

Marjelee Murrell 8/24 

Jessica Lueck 8/26 

Sean Bartlett 8/29 

Bob Guthrie 8/29 

Frieda Johnson 8/31 

 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Larry & Nancy Bourn 8/02 

Jack & Donna Holdridge 8/10 

Aaron & Laura Gehrke 8/14 

Josh & Rochelle Pemberton 8/18 

Curt & Stephanie Colbert 8/20 

Alex & Masha Miller 8/25 

On June 11th, Pastor Peter Elliott accepted the Lord’s 

Call to shepherd Messiah as our new pastor. His 

installation is scheduled for July 31st at 3:30 pm. 

 

 

ALTAR GUILD   

3 Jack & Donna Holdridge  

10 Cheryl Taylor, Erin Goodnow, Joanne Estergreen 

17 Cheryl Taylor, Joanne Estergreen 

24 Sharon Christiansen, Stephanie Colbert  

31 Sharon Christiansen, Jean Mindemann, Erin  

 Goodnow 

 

ELDERS     

3 Robin Melvin, Andrew Petro – 8:00 am 

  David Miller, Neil Strege – 10:45 am 

9:00 am - Summer Service 

10 Andrew Petro, Josh Pemberton 

17 Mike Boomhower, Neil Strege 

24 Harry Edmon, David Miller 

31 Lee Cohrs, Neil Strege 

 

READERS 

3 Robin Melvin – 8:00 am  

 Sue Hewitson – 10:45 am 

 

9:00 am - Summer Service 

10 Harry Edmon 

17 Lee Cohrs  

24 Albert Lirhus  

31 Lee Cohrs  

 

USHERS 

3 Lee Cohrs – 8:00 am  

 Steve Miller - 10:45 am  

 

9:00 am - Summer Service 

10 Harry Edmon   

17 Sharon Christiansen  

24 Lee Cohrs  

31 Harry Edmon  

 

ALTAR GUILD   

7 Joanne Estergreen, Stephanie Colbert 

14 Joanne Estergreen, Stephanie Colbert 

21 Jack & Donna Holdridge 

28 Jean Mindemann, Sharon Christiansen 

 

ELDERS     
9:00 am - Summer Service 

7 Andrew Petro, Josh Pemberton 

14 Robin Melvin, David Miller 

21 Mike Boomhower, Neil Strege  

28 Harry Edmon, Josh Pemberton 

 

READERS 
9:00 am - Summer Service 

7 Robin Melvin  

14 Lee Cohrs  

21 Harry Edmon  

28 Albert Lirhus  

 

USHERS 

9:00 am - Summer Service 

7 Dave Paeth   

14 Curt Colbert  

21 Dan Lassman  

28 Dave Paeth    
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    

 

8:00 am Divine 

Service 

9:30 am Education 

Hour 

10:45 am Divine 

Service 
 

Independence 

Day

 

The office will be 

closed in 

observance of 

the holiday. 

10:00 am Bible 

Study 
 

 

 7:00 pm Bible 

Study Online 
 

 

Summer 

  Service Begins

9:00 am Divine 

Service  

10:30 am 

Education Hour 
 

6:00 pm Men’s 

Night Out  

10:00 am Bible 

Study 

 
 

 

 7:00 pm Bible 

Study Online 
  

 

9:00 am Divine 

Service  

10:30 am 

Education Hour 
 

 

7:30 pm 

Women’s Zoom 

Bible Study  

 

 

10:00 am Bible 

Study 

 

 

 

 
7:00 pm Bible 

Study Online 

 

9:00 am Divine 

Service  

10:30 am 

Education Hour 

 10:00 am Bible 

Study 

7:00 pm Bible 

Study Online 

Installation 

Sunday 

9:00 am Divine 

Service  

10:30 am 

Education Hour 

3:30 pm 

Installation Service 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
6:00 pm Men’s 

Night Out 

7:30 pm 

Women’s Zoom 

Bible Study 

2 4 

7:00 pm Bible 

Study Online 

 

 

9:00 am Divine 

Service  

10:30 am 

Education Hour  

 10:00 am Bible 

Study 
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7:00 pm Bible 

Study Online 
 

 

9:00 am Divine 

Service  

10:30 am 

Education Hour  

Messenger 

Deadline 

7:30 pm 

Women’s Zoom 

Bible Study 

10:00 am Bible 

Study 

 
 

 

 7:00 pm Bible 

Study Online 
  

 

9:00 am Divine 

Service  

10:30 am 

Education Hour  

 

 

 

10:00 am Bible 

Study 

 

 

9:30 am 

Quilting Day 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Bible 

Study Online 

 

9:00 am Divine 

Service  

10:30 am 

Education Hour  

 10:00 am Bible 

Study 
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