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Rev. Trevor A. Mankin, Pastor 

Rachel Robins, Office Administrator 
 

    

From the Desk of Pastor Mankin 
 

Canceling Christmas? 

 

This morning, I listened to the news and heard them 

say that we should limit our Thanksgiving Day 

gatherings to six people. This news comes on the 

heels of being asked to eliminate all congregational 

singing for the next four weeks. And many 

reporters are speculating that if we do not get the 

spread of the virus under control soon, we may 

need to cancel Christmas. 

 

I only have one response to this: “Bah humbug.” No 

matter what comes, you cannot cancel Christmas. 

Yes, we might not be able to sing our favorite carols. 

We might not even be able to meet at a church for 

Christmas. We may not even want to have more 

than just our immediate family with us to celebrate. 

But nothing will ever “cancel Christmas.” 

 

No one can cancel Christmas because it is not an 

event, but the reality that God Himself became man. 

Yes, I love the celebrations that we use to mark and 

remember that blessed event; but we must never 

forget who Christmas is about the incarnation. 

Christmas is a day on which the early church chose 

to remember Jesus’ sacred birth. And that message 

can never be stopped. 

 

Over the ages, many people and governments have 

tried to stop the faithful from celebrating Christmas. 

It was even banned in England for almost 20 years 

during the first half of the 17th century for religious 

reasons by the Puritans. Many think it led to the 

Second British Civil War. In communist Russia, 

Christmas's celebration was strongly discouraged, 

with the secret police taking note of all the 

worshipers.  

 

Yet today, both of those countries celebrate 

Christmas. The suppression of Christmas and 

Christianity has never been a real long threat, 

because ultimately, Christ’s Church will prevail, the 

truth of the Gospel will always win out. But that fact 

does not make it any easier to bear when you are the 

one being suppressed.  

 

Indeed, the biggest threat to Christmas is not 

oppression; it is apathy and unbelief. I know that it 

seems unfathomable that Christmas would 

disappear from society. Yet look what has 

happened to Halloween. Once All Hallows Eve, or 

the eve of All Saints Day, a day to remember the 

saints who had died that year. Now it is no more of 

a Christian holiday than Arbor Day. Apathy and 

unbelief can rob Christmas of its true meaning the 

same way. 

 

So, cancel Christmas? Bring it on! Maybe it will 

shake up and wake up people from their apathy and 

drive people to the true meaning of Christmas, Jesus 

Christ. 

 

This Christmas, our church will be offering two 

Christmas Eve Services at 5:00 PM and at 7:00 PM to 

accommodate social distancing. Please be sure to 

register online for one of these services. I am sure 

they will be full. We will also have our regular 9:30 

AM service for Christmas Day. And if there is a 

further lockdown to save lives, we will just do them 

online so that the message of Jesus can spread even 

further. 
Merry Christmas! 

– Pastor Mankin 
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REMINDER FROM THE OFFICE 
 

THE JANUARY MESSENGER DEADLINE IS:  

December 21, 2020 

The office has been receiving a lot of late articles that 

have been arriving well beyond the established 

Messenger deadline date. Just a reminder to all: 

please ensure your announcements/articles arrive 

at the church office by the date above if you would 

like them in the next Messenger. The Messenger 

deadline is the 3rd Monday of the month unless 

there is a holiday. Please place all messages and 

articles in the office mailbox located in the choir 

room or email them to office@messiahseattle.org. 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

We are blessed to still have the opportunity to hold 

in-person services during this upcoming Advent 

season.  As many are aware, new guidelines were 

implemented across King County through 

December 14th which have slightly impacted our 

services.  To summarize, in-person worship services 

will continue (with existing safety protocols) 

however singing is no longer allowed in the 

sanctuary.  We are extremely thankful that our 

Music Director and Pastor have taken steps to 

ensure those attending can hear the hymns that 

would usually be sung during service.  We pray that 

in-person singing will return to our services as we 

get closer to Christmas, and updates will be shared 

on the church website/service folders. 

  

ANNUAL STAFF “THANK YOU” GIFT 

As we move beyond Thanksgiving and into a new 

church year, let's take a moment to be thankful for 

the faithful preaching, teaching and worship that 

we experience at Messiah. There are a number of 

workers in our church who make that possible. 

Messiah traditionally collects a monetary “thank 

you gift” for our dedicated church staff to present 

to them at our Christmas Eve service. I ask each of 

you to prayerfully consider contributing to these 

gifts. To do so, please place your gift in a designated 

envelope marked “Staff Gift” and put it in the 

offering bag or deliver it to the church office by 

December 20th. 

  

MIDWEEK ADVENT SCHEDULE 

The midweek Advent services have been scheduled 

as listed below. Dinner will not be held this year 

however in-person/online services will occur at 7:00 

pm. 

The Jesse Tree 

December 2: Jesus, the Seed of Jesse’s Tree 

December 9: Jesus, the Root of Jesse’s Tree 

December 16: Jesus, the Life of Jesse’s Tree 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

This year there will be two Christmas Eve’s services 

at 5:00 pm and 7:00 pm. Those attending in-person 

are asked to register at 

www.messiahseattle.org/register. 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

The Divine Service for Christmas starts at 9:30 am. 

We look forward to sharing the good news as we 

welcome the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ. 

  

My sincere thanks to Pastor and all the people who 

have supported our congregation in 2020 and I look 

forward to hopefully seeing everyone in the New 

Year. 

  

I would like to wish everyone a blessed and safe 

Advent and Christmas. 

Merry Christmas! 

– Mark Jorgensen 

 

THIS YEAR’S ADVENT SERIES  

THE JESSE TREE IS THE JESUS TREE! 

“There shall come forth a shoot from the 

stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots 

shall bear fruit.” (Isaiah 11:1)  
 

It is Advent—a time to reflect, pray, and worship 

the Christ who came, who comes, and who will 

come again. Imagine the world some two thousand 

years ago in the weeks before the birth of the Babe 

of Bethlehem. People were busy doing whatever it 

was that defined their lives at that moment. For 

some, it was struggling against hunger, fear, and 

desperation. For others, it was enjoying their wealth 

and ease. For yet others, it was simply dealing with 

the pressures of their lives. But for all, the weeks we 

mailto:office@messiahseattle.org
http://www.messiahseattle.org/register
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call “Advent” were just days and nights lived in 

darkness. 

  

And indeed, it is a dark world. God had created the 

world to live in union with Him. He had breathed 

life into the father of our race, Adam, a creature of 

dust. He had formed Eve from the side of Adam and 

had joined the two together and to Himself. How 

right the world must have been as Eden lived in 

harmony with the Creator. 

 

But darkness came. Those created and loved by God 

rebelled against Him, bringing a darkness that 

permeated all creation. Death had entered through 

sin, and as the children of Adam filled the world, 

they took with them the darkness of that dreadful 

day in Eden when sin and death entered the world. 

It was a world of darkness cut off from the source of 

all light, the Creator. Yet a light was breaking into 

the world. A young girl carried in her virgin womb 

a Son. This daughter of Eve was about to give birth 

to the One who would be the light of the world. This 

infant would reverse forever the horror of 

humanity’s fall into sin and death and darkness. 

This was the miracle of miracles: our human sister 

Mary became, by the power of the Holy Spirit, the 

mother of God, the bearer of the Savior of the world. 

No human eye could perceive it that night. All that 

could be seen was a child. Yet this child would 

forever destroy the darkness, for He brought life 

into death, and His light was to be the light of the 

world. 

 

Every force of Satan would seek to put that light 

out. Herod would attempt to destroy Him by killing 

every male infant. Scribes and Pharisees would seek 

to silence Him as He spoke words of life. Failing to 

silence Him, they would seek to kill Him. Some 

thirty-three years after the first Christmas, the Babe 

of Bethlehem would be nailed to a cross. But this is 

what He had come to do. The Advent story, 

including the culminating Christmas story, is about 

a baby who had been born to die—yet not just to die 

but to be placed in the utter darkness of a tomb and 

on Easter morning to burst forth from the tomb. 

When the child of Mary rose from the grave, the 

light that began at Bethlehem shone so brightly that 

no one can put it out. 

This Advent, we gather in the name of Jesus and 

consider His great story anew. The Jesse Tree is 

filled with symbols telling the story of Jesus from 

creation to His second coming. The story of the 

Bible, Old and New Testaments alike, is the story of 

Jesus. He is the Seed of Jesse’s tree. He is the Root of 

Jesse’s tree. He is the Life of Jesse’s tree. And He is 

the Firstfruit of Jesse’s tree. As the Church will sing 

with the angels on Christmas Day, “To God on high 

be glory and peace to all the earth” (LSB 383). 

 

FROM THE TECH COMMITTEE 

GET THE GOSPEL OVER THE PHONE! 

Did you know that you can listen to the latest 

sermon from Messiah Lutheran over the phone? No 

computer or smart phone needed! This is great and 

easy way to hear the Law and Gospel if you aren't 

able to come in person, don't have a computer, or 

aren't familiar with podcasts. 

 

Here's how it works. Call the church phone number, 

206-524-0024, and press 8 from the main menu. At 

the prompt you can then choose: 

1 to listen LIVE to Sunday Service (only 

available on Sundays during the service) 

2 to listen to the latest Sunday Sermon 

3 to listen to the latest Tuesday Bible Study 
 

Questions? Contact tech@messiahseattle.org 

 

MINISTRIES OF MESSIAH 
THANKSGIVING FOOD SHOWER REPORT 

Messiah Members donated $200 cash and food for a 

total of 150 pounds of food and 140 pounds of non-

food items. Your generosity was overwhelming. 

Social Ministries contributed $216 in funds toward 

non-food items. The food bank requested diapers 

and we supplied a total of 2085 diapers and 900 

baby wipes. Messiah provided for their special 

requests. The food bank sent their appreciation in 

their time of need. I add my heartfelt 

congratulations and worthy praise for your 

generosity. God bless you all. I am, also, adding my 

thanks for pillowcases and accessories for girls' 

dresses. My apologies are offered since my 

surgeries have delayed this sewing project—Sharon 
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MESSIAH LADIES GUILD – Jean Mindemann 

Messiah’s LWML has completed 56 quilts that were 

shipped to Lutheran World Relief at the end of 

October. Normally 30-35 quilts are completed by 

this time of year, but during this time of isolation 

we have completed many more.  

 

Want to join in on the fun? You don't need to sew in 

order to help with these quilts. We need material 

cut, squares sewed, quilts assembled and tied. Also, 

we need supplies. If you are cleaning out your 

closets during this time, think of us before you toss 

out your used sheets, that material you bought but 

never used, and thread. If you are at Goodwill check 

out their supply of sheets and cotton material. We 

would love any donations. Contact Jean 

Mindemann if you have any questions. 206-300-

7537 

 

Lutheran World Relief had 4 shipping containers in 

the port of Beirut when there was an explosion on 

Aug 4th. In the containers were 22,500 quilts and 

baby care items. It wasn't until mid-September that 

the containers were found to be safe because they 

had been placed behind a cement building. The 

supplies will be used to help the local families that 

were displaced by the explosion and for refugees 

principally from Syria and Palestine. 

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS – Jan Sholdt 

Need a special card for the upcoming holiday? 

You’re in luck! Christmas cards are now in the 

Narthex and only cost a dollar. Get yours before 

they run out!  

 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM  

Fill your heart with joy while awaiting the Savior’s 

birth! Come to Jesse Tree: Jesus’ Family Tree, the 

children’s Christmas service online via Zoom on 

Sunday, December 20th at 1:00 pm. 

(https://bit.ly/3l5GfEI) Jesus had parents and grand- 

parents and great-grandparents— just as we do! His 

family began with Adam and Eve, and it continues 

through all generations to us today. Learning about 

our Savior’s family tree helps us see how God kept 

His promise to redeem us all and make us His 

children—a promise kept and sustained over 

thousands of years. 

CHRISTMAS CHILDREN’S PROGRAM 

REHEARSALS – Lisa Mankin 

Rehearsals for Messiah's Jesse Tree: Jesus’ Family 

Tree Children’s Christmas Program will be during 

our regular Sunday School hour (Sundays at 1:00 

pm via Zoom) with a special 'dress rehearsal' on 

Saturday, December 19th at 10:00 am via Zoom. 

Contact Lisa Mankin at Lisa.c.mankin@gmail.com 

for information. 

 

COMPASS HOUSING CHRISTMAS BLANKET 

DRIVE – Sharon Christiansen 

Social Ministries’ next project will be twin blankets 

for Christmas for the homeless served by Compass 

Housing (CH) which provides the Seattle food 

banks with breakfast, lunch, snacks, dinner; and, 

also, rooms in their facility for housing of the 

homeless. Please consider an early Spring Cleaning 

to find usable clothing for men, women and families 

as well as twin blankets. Please bring items to the 

narthex. The deadline will be Wednesday, 

December 23rd at 3:00 pm for donations. Cash 

donations may be enclosed in Messiah the 

designated tithing envelopes and labeled as 

“Blanket Drive.” Rachel will give me totals given to 

fund this Christmas project. Thank you. Sharon 

Christiansen 206-362-6774. 

 

AMAZONSMILE: Are you an Amazon customer? 

Did you know you can have a small portion of each 

purchase donated to Messiah Lutheran Church if 

you order via AmazonSmile? The merchandise and 

prices are exactly the same as Amazon.com—but 

the benefit is that .5% of your purchase will be 

donated to a charity of your choice. You can set 

Messiah Lutheran Church as the beneficiary. Go to 

Amazon.com and do a search for AmazonSmile to 

learn more about this program. 
 

SACRED MUSIC FOR THE ADVENT SEASON… 

”Savior of the Nations, Come,” “On Jordan’s Bank 

the Baptist’s Cry,” “Lo! He Comes with Clouds 

Descending,” “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is 

Sounding,” “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”  You 

can listen to sacred music for the Advent season 

24/7 at lutheranpublicradio.org, TuneIn, Amazon 

Echo, Google Home and the Lutheran Public Radio 

mobile app. 

https://bit.ly/3l5GfEI
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CURRENT & UPCOMING BIBLE 

STUDIES 
SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE CLASS   

WHAT:  Luther’s Large Cathechism 

WHEN: Sundays at 9:30 am 

WHERE: Fellowship Hall / Online 

TEACHER: Pastor Mankin 

 

BASIC BIBLE TEACHINGS 

WHAT:  Lutheran doctrine / New Members class 

WHEN: POSTPONED 

WHERE: Online  

TEACHER: Pastor Mankin 

 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

WHAT: 2 Samuel 

WHEN: Tuesdays, 10:00 am  

WHERE: Fellowship Hall / Online 

TEACHER: Harry Edmon 

 

SATURDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

WHAT: Book of Acts 

WHEN: Saturdays, 10:00 am  

WHERE: Fellowship Hall / Online 

TEACHER: Jim Grant 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS, 

ANNIVERSARIES & OFFICIAL ACTS 
 

BIRTHDAYS 

Shelley Tennant 12/01 

Titus Grant 12/02 

Heidi Morse 12/02 

Bev Edmon 12/04 

Dea Pearce 12/06 

Susie Paeth 12/07 

Destiny Aguayo 12/16 

Carter Petro 12/17 

Laurie Mendes 12/19 

Lucy Neubert 12/20 

Danielle Smith 12/22 

Adeline Bourn 12/26 

Andrew Melvin 12/28 

 

BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS 

Nicole Cox 12/02 

Elizabeth Cohrs 12/03 

Lydia Miller 12/05 

Evelyn Mankin 12/07 

Eric Stone 12/07 

Heidi Morse 12/09 

Larry Bourn 12/13 

Louise Daigneault 12/19 

Titus Grant 12/20 

Jennifer Clark 12/23 

Bev Edmon 12/26 

Lisa Mankin 12/27 

Lucy Neubert 12/30 

Andy Lueck 12/31 

 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

Clarence & Peggy Mankin 12/02 

Dick & Jan Hillmann 12/26 

 

OFFICIAL ACTS 

Mike, Shelby, Henry and Liam Davis family 

transferred to Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church in 

Milton, WA. 

 

DID WE MISS YOU? 

Was your birthday, baptism or otherwise, or your 

anniversary this month or any other month, and 

you weren’t listed? That means the office doesn’t 

have your special day on record. You can fix that 

today by contacting the office at 

office@messiahseattle.org or calling us at 206-524-

0024. We appreciate every chance to update our 

records so that they’re as accurate as possible! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
10:00 am Bible 

Study 

 

2 ADVENT I 
4:00 pm 

Confirmation I 

7:00 pm Advent 

Midweek 

Service 

 

 

3 
4:00 pm 

Confirmation II 

 

4 
 

5 
10:00 am Bible 

Study 

 

6 

8:00 am Divine 

Service  

9:30 am Education 

Hour  

10:45 am Divine 

Service  

1:00 pm Zoom 

Sunday School 

 

7 

 

8 

10:00 am Bible 

Study 

7:00 pm Council 

Meeting 

 

9 ADVENT II 
4:00 pm 

Confirmation I 

7:00 pm Advent 

Midweek 

Service 

 

10 

4:00 pm 

Confirmation II 

 

11 
 

12 
10:00 am Bible 

Study 

 

13 

8:00 am Divine 

Service  

9:30 am Education 

Hour  

10:45 am Divine 

Service  

1:00 pm Zoom 

Sunday School 

2:00 pm Vulnerable 

Population Service  

 

14 
 

 

 

15 
10:00 am Bible 

Study 

7:00 pm Exec 

Board Meeting 

 

 

16 ADVENT III 

4:00 pm 

Confirmation I 

7:00 pm Advent 

Midweek 

Service 

 

17 

4:00 pm 

Confirmation II 

 

18 

 
19 
10:00 am Bible 

Study 

10:00 am 

Children’s 

Christmas 

Program 

Rehearsal 

 

20  
8:00 am Divine 

Service  

9:30 am Education 

Hour  

10:45 am Divine 

Service  

1:00 pm Children’s 

Christmas Program 

 

21 
MESSENGER 

DEADLINE 

FOR JANUARY 

 

 

22 
10:00 am Bible 

Study 
7:00 pm Elders 

Meeting 

23 
4:00 pm 

Confirmation I 

 

24 CHRISTMAS EVE 

5:00 pm 

Christmas Eve 

Service 

7:00 pm 

Christmas Eve 

Service 
 

 

25 CHRISTMAS  

DAY 
9:30 am Service 

 

The offices are 

closed in 

observance of the 

holiday. 

26 
10:00 am Bible 

Study 

 

27 
8:00 am Divine 

Service  

9:30 am Education 

Hour  

10:45 am Divine 

Service  

1:00 pm Zoom 

Sunday School 

 

28 

 

29 30 31   

 

  

December 2020 
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DECEMBER SCHEDULES 
 

If you would like to fill an OPEN or VOLUNTEER spot, please call the church office at 206.524.0024.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALTAR GUILD   

6 Donna & Jack Holdridge 

13 Stephanie Colbert, Jean Mindemann  

20 Joanne Estergreen, Cheryl Taylor  

27 Joanne Estergreen, Cheryl Taylor 

 

 
  

USHERS  

8:00 am  10:45 am  

6 Jim Mendes  Steve Miller  

13 Lee Cohrs  Dave Paeth  

20 Terry King  Curt Colbert  

27 Harry Edmon  Dan Lassman  

 

ELDERS      

8:00 am 10:45 am 

6 Andrew Petro Neil Strege 

13 Michael Boomhower David Miller 

20 Harry Edmon Josh Pemberton 

27 Lee Cohrs Neil Strege 

 

ATTENTION ALL ACOLYTES, CHILDREN’S 

MESSAGE PRESENTERS, READERS, GREETERS & 

TRANSPORTERS: 

As King County is not yet in Phase III of WA’s reopening 

process, all tentative schedules for this month are not in 

effect. Please only show up for service if you feel 

comfortable and healthy to do so. 

ADVENT SERVICES (7:00 PM)  

 Altar Guild Ushers  

2 Joanne Estergreen Curt Colbert  

9 Jean Mindemann Harry Edmon 

16 Jean Mindemann Dan Lassman 

 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES (5:00 & 7:00 PM)  

 Altar Guild Ushers  

24 Cheryl Taylor Jim Mendes 

 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE (9:30 AM)  

 Altar Guild Ushers Elders 

25 Donna & Jack Holdridge Steve Miller Andrew Petro 
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