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From the Desk of Pastor Mankin
creation and indeed the Ruler of Heaven and Earth. A
King who is ruling now, and whose rule will be made
visible in all its glory soon.

Greetings in our coming Lord and Savior,
Well, it’s being to look a lot like Christmas, everywhere I go.
But it is NOT! It seems like Christmas comes earlier
and earlier every year. On one of my frequent
“evangelism” visits to the coffee shop across the street,
I noticed that they had gone from Halloween straight
into Christmas marketing, skipping Thanksgiving all
together. I asked the manager why they skipped
Thanksgiving, and he had no answer for me.

So let’s slow down and enjoy Advent. Sure, drink your
eggnog lattes, but when you go back for your refill,
remember He who came at Christmas is coming again.
In Him,
– Pastor Mankin

FROM THE OFFICE

But I know why, Christmas sells. This is one of the
busiest times for retailers, in fact on average about 20%
of all retail sales are done at Christmas. It is predicted
that 2018 will be one of the biggest holiday shopping
seasons ever. However, this is not an article knocking
consumerism, although it easily could be one.

THE NEXT MESSENGER DEADLINE IS:
December 17, 2018
Please ensure your announcements/articles arrive at
the church office by the date above if you would like
them in the next Messenger. The Messenger deadline
is the 3rd Monday of the month unless there is a
holiday. Please place all messages and articles in the
office mailbox located in the choir room or email them
to office@messiahseattle.org.

This is, however, an article lamenting the loss of one of
the neatest seasons of the Church Year, the season of
Advent. Advent has sadly just been gobbled up by the
Christmas Season. However, Advent is not an
appetizer for Christmas; it is a full meal on its own.
(You should never write when you are hungry.) The
Season of Advent is a preparatory and penitential time.
A time when the Church, reflects on her sins and need
for the Savior, and not just the One who came all those
years ago at Christmas. In theological terms, Advent
means the coming or second coming of Christ.

CHANGES TO THE NURSERY: Due to some
challenges related to the nanny service we have been
using to staff our nursery on Sunday mornings, the
Church Council has decided to end our contract with
this staffing company as of the last Sunday in
November. This decision was also made due to the
large cost associated with providing this service
(totaling $6,000+ this fiscal year so far). The nursery
will continue to be available for use during both
services and the Education Hour, but there will no
longer be a paid nanny present to provide childcare.
Therefore, parents will need to remain present with
their children while making use of the nursery. We are
working to set up an audio connection for the TV in the
nursery that currently only broadcasts video of the
service. If there is enough interest, we can work to
arrange a system for volunteers to help staff the
nursery during the Education Hour. If you have any

In addition to looking forward to the celebration of
Jesus’ birth, Advent is a time for us to look forward to
Jesus second coming. As we go through the Season of
Advent you will notice many of the Gospel readings
seems to have nothing to do with Jesus birth. You have
ones from his earthly ministry and even Holy Week.
Advent is a time we remember a bigger picture than
just the infant Jesus. It is a time we remember who
Jesus, God made flesh, grew up to be the King of all
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specific questions or concerns about this change,
please contact Lisa Lindstrom in person or via email
(lisa.lindstrom78@gmail.com).

the year with offerings down 14% from our Spending
Guide and down 4% from last years’ offerings. The
deficit in the Spending Guide as of October 31 is $7,861.
• If offerings in the final two months of this year reflect
the average of the rest of the year, we project an annual
deficit of just under $20,000.
• While there is a deficit, we will still meet all our
financial obligations due to a carry forward of previous
years’ surpluses of around $55,000. However, it would
be preferable to meet our current obligations with
current offerings.

ORGAN NOTE – Noel Channon
A few weeks ago the organ builder, Rene Marceau &
Associates, installed a MIDI system on our organ.
What is MIDI? It’s Musical Instrument Digital
Interface. What it does is record the contacts being
pressed on the keyboards (“Manuals” in organ-speak)
or pedal board. It doesn’t use speakers, it activates the
actual pipes being played. This means that the organist
can record, say, a Prelude, and then press “Play” on the
MIDI controller and the organ will play back exactly
what the organist played.

As Christians our giving should always be motivated
by the Gospel rather than the Law. We give freely and
joyfully because God has already given us so many
blessings including the forgiveness of sins and eternal
life in Jesus Christ. You should always give as you are
able given your financial situation. A good way to
accomplish this is through proportional giving, as a
percentage of your income.

This means that the organist can record ALL of the LSB
Hymnal (with all the verses), service music, and organ
pieces. I have so far only recorded the Preludes and the
Postludes, I haven’t yet recorded any Hymns or any of
the service music.

There are several ways to give including cash or check
via your member envelope, credit card via text (206745-4733) and electronic bank withdrawal via the
website: www.messiahseattle.org; Member’s Section:
Stewardship. Copies of the 2018 Financial Statement
and 2019 Spending Guide are still available upon
request.

If you’d like, I’d be more than happy to show you how
it works, after a service. Feel free to come up to the
organ loft!

FROM THE PRESIDENT
ANNUAL “THANK YOU” GIFT TO CHURCH STAFF

As we move into a new church year, let's take a
moment to be thankful for the faithful preaching,
teaching, and worship that we receive at Messiah.
There are a number of workers in our church who
make that possible. We traditionally collect a monetary
“thank you gift” for our dedicated church staff to
present to them at our Christmas Eve service. I ask
each of you to prayerfully consider contributing to
these gifts. To do so, please place your gift in a
designated envelope and put it in the offering bag or
deliver it to the church office by December 21st.

ADVENT SERIES: WHAT CHILD IS THIS?
The birth of a certain child two thousand years ago in
Bethlehem prompted a poet in the nineteenth century
to ask a very uncommon question in a hymn: “What
Child Is This?” It was an uncommon question because
it asked about the birth of a very uncommon child.
What Child Is This? The angel who announced this
child’s birth on Christmas Eve answered the question
this way: “a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” The
hymn-writer answered it this way: “This, this is Christ
the king.” They both want to make known the identity
of this child.

FROM THE TREASURER
2018 FINANCIAL REVIEW – Erin Goodnow
For those unable to attend the Congregational Meeting
on Sunday, November 11th, here is a brief summary of
the 2018 Financial Review:

The goal of this series is to set before the hearer the
unmatched blessing of the Lord’s incarnation. Our
hymn helps us in this regard by making connections
that we might not otherwise make. The sermon series
draws upon the themes of Holy Scripture and teaches
us to appreciate the full range of blessings that are ours
through faith in the child who is God from before the

• Last November the congregation approved a
spending guide that proposed an increase in offerings
of 1.6% over 2017. However, we are projected to end
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foundations of the world, and who was born of the
Virgin Mary. Confronted and comforted by this reality,
with penitent and hope-filled hearts, we join to sing:
“Haste, haste to bring Him laud,” “Hail, hail the Word
made flesh,” and “Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe,
the son of Mary!”

MINISTRIES OF MESSIAH
LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE
(LWML) NEWS – Margie Longan
Ladies’ Guild Meeting: Annual Christmas Lunch
Ladies’ Guild will be meeting December 12h at
12:00 pm at Bryant Corner Café for our annual
Christmas Lunch! To RSVP, contact Jean
Mindemann at 206-526-2523. All women of
Messiah are invited to attend!

HOLIDAY SERVICE SCHEDULES
COME JOIN THE CHILDREN AS THEY TELL THE
STORY OF CHRISTMAS! - Monica Berndt
The Children’s Christmas Service will be Sunday,
December 16th during the Bible Study hour. All
members of Messiah are encouraged to join us as our
children share the wonderful message of Jesus birth. If
you have children who would like to participate,
please contact Monica Berndt, Lisa Lindstrom, or Kim
Strege. If you do have kiddos, please bring them and
your family to rehearsal on Saturday, December 15th
at 10:00 am! This rehearsal is earlier in the day, so
please note the time change from last year. We are
excited to have you join us!

Project Days
There will be NO Project Day in December. We’ll
start up again on January 23rd, 2019.
Good Shepherd Lutheran LWML
Join us for our annual “Advent Tea” on Sunday,
December 2nd, 2018 from 4:00 – 6:00 pm at 2116 E
Union (the corner of 22nd & Union). All ladies are
cordially invited to attend!
Advent Dinner
Are evening hunger pains preventing you from
making it to the Advent Midweeks? Don’t fret!
Ladies’ Guild is offering a tasy baked potato and
salad dinner at 6:00 pm, just before the first Advent
Midweek Service on December 5th! All members
are invited to come, have dinner and then attend
the 7:00 pm Advent service.

MIDWEEK ADVENT SCHEDULE: Mark your
calendars again! The midweek Advent services have
been scheduled as listed below.
What Child Is This?
December 5: The Child Who Is Zechariah’s Hope
December 12: The Child Who Is a Virgin’s Great Son
December 19: The Child Who Is John’s Joy

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: The first Wednesday of
each month after the midweek service, we serve a hot
meal to the attendees. We need volunteers to prepare a
casserole, salad and dessert for 8 people. Please contact
Jean Mindemann, 206-526-9523, if you can help.

Dinner will be held at 6:00 pm and service will be at
7:00 pm these evenings.
CHRISTMAS EVE: Christmas Eve’s Candlelight
Service starts at 7:00 pm with readings and hymns.

MEN’S NIGHT OUT – Brian Danforth
The next Men’s Night Out will be held on Monday,
December 3rd at 6:00 pm at Mamma Melina Restaurant,
located at 5101 25th Ave NE. Please RSVP to Brian
Danforth, 206-363-5654

CHRISTMAS DAY: The matins service for Christmas
starts at 9:30 am this year. We look forward to seeing
you as we welcome the birth of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ.

HELPERS
NEEDED
FOR
CHRISTMAS
DECORATING: Four or five volunteers are needed to
help decorate the church building and the sanctuary
Christmas tree the morning of December 8th. An
additional one or two volunteers will be needed to
light the candles along the pillars in the sanctuary
before the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services.
Contact Josh Pemberton, at 425-221-1119 or
jpembster@gmail.com, for more information.

NEW YEAR’S EVE: Please note, this year we will be
cancelling the Evening Prayer service.
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CHRISTMAS
IS
A-COMIN’!
GET
YOUR
GREETING CARDS NOW! Don’t wait until the
eleventh hour! Eliminate one more source of holiday
stress by getting your Christmas cards now. Just $1.00,
ours are a fraction of the price from the retail stores.
Come pick up yours today!

We can place special orders and have it available the
following week. From gifts to decorations, to holiday
meals and more, everything to make your holiday
season a lot easier. Here are some ideas for your
holiday gift giving and shopping: coaches’ gifts,
teacher appreciation, corporate gifts, stocking stuffers.

JUBILATE DEO! – Monica Berndt
If you are a musician and have wanted to join the choir
and ensemble but are not sure what we do, or if you
are looking to share your talents in the spirit of
Christmas giving, come play and sing with us this
Christmas Eve! We welcome any instrument and vocal
ability and would love to have you join us as we share
our gifts with Christ’s church. If you are interested,
please join the ensemble rehearsal December 19th
following Advent service, or the choir rehearsal
December 20th at 7:00pm. Please contact Monica Berndt
if you have any questions.

HUMAN CARE
DONATION UPDATE– Jackie Wold
In the month of October, we collected the following
baby items for Mary’s Place: 2 footed sleeps; 2 large
pants; 4 onesies; 6 hooded baby towels; 18 pairs of
socks; 10 baby washcloths; 3 packages of baby wipes;
10 containers of baby formula; 1 extra large diaper rash
ointment; 4 regular tubes of diaper ointment; 1 baby
wash; 1 baby shampoo; 1 baby lotion; 64 diapers; 1
baby Tylenol; 4 sippy cups; 4 baby bottles. Thanks for
helping those in need. In November, we collected
women’s hygiene supplies and liquid body soaps,
the count of which are still being tallied. In December,
we will be collecting toothbrushes, toothpaste and
hand/body lotions. Please place your items in the Cry
Room lounge basket across from the coffee bar.
Updated collection announcements will be in the
Sunday collection area.

CHRISTMAS CAROLING – Ann Melvin
We will be going caroling to some of our shut-ins on
Sunday, December 16th. The schedule hasn’t been
completed worked out, but we will likely meet at
church around 1:00 pm and carpool to the various
locations. Hope you can come and contribute your
voices. Please contact Ann Melvin with any questions
at 205-526-7161 or annmelvin@comcast.net

FOOD DRIVE THANK YOU – Sue Hewitson
Many thanks to all for the wonderful response to the
Thanksgiving food collection. It was taken to the Lake
City Food Bank by Robin Melvin and John Koppleman
(thank you, Robin and John). Those donations will
make the holiday very special for the people who
receive it. We received $150 in cash and 606 lbs of food.

DECORATING MESSIAH WITH POINSETTIAS
FOR CHRISTMAS: Members who wish to contribute
to the purchase of poinsettias for Christmas will find a
sign-up sheet next to the flower chart in the hallway.
The cost for each poinsettia is $11.00. Please use a
designated envelope, labeled Poinsettia, and place it in
the collection with your Sunday offerings. You are
welcome to take your flowers home after Christmas
Day service. Our Altar Guild will purchase
the poinsettias and set them out for the 3rd Sunday of
Advent.

CHRISTMAS BOX UPDATE – Sharon Christiansen
Sue and I thank you for your generous participation for
the Christmas Boxes. And there is still time to donate
items by selecting items to be given to those in need.
Items like "chicks" that will provide eggs for food and
for sale. There are many items from which to choose to
give ongoing help. Find more informational booklet on
the Christmas table and contact Sharon to forward you
selection close to Christmas day.🎄

CONCORDIA HOLIDAY SALE: Concordia is selling
gift cards during the holiday season at Messiah. We
will have a table set up downstairs outside the
Fellowship Hall each Sunday during the education
hour. We have gift cards that are the same ones that
you can purchase in the grocery store, but the
difference is that Concordia is benefiting from your
purchases. Concordia buys these cards at a discount,
so with each gift card sale, our school is earning
money! Stop by our table and check out our selection.

TWIN BLANKETS & SOCKS – Sharon Christiansen
Lisa Lindstrom has offered a Thrivent grant for the
purchase of blankets and socks. The deadline is
December 23rd leaving time for delivery to the local
people in need. Please bring your items from home,
from shopping, from Goodwill to the Narthex table.
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Let's sock it to them with goods! Socks are needed for
mothers with children, fathers with children, and
single folks. Contact Sharon for any questions, 206-3626774. 🙏

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
WHAT:
The Book of John
WHEN:
Thursdays, 10:00 am
WHERE:
Room 202/204
TEACHER:
Jim Grant

LMS PRISON MINISTRY – Cheryl Kohring
A BIG THANKS to all of you who brought items for
residents at McNeil Island Penitentiary. They are very
appreciative of your donations. This will be an ongoing
project. Men’s clothes (especially L and XL), shoes and
new socks and underwear are needed. If you are a
Thrivent member and are eligible to request funds yet
this year for an Action Team Project please contact me.
Cheryl Kohring 206-617-4720.

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES
& OFFICIAL ACTS

FELLOWSHIP
27Th ANNUAL NATIVITY EXHIBIT: Presented by
Nativity NW, hosted by Messiah, come celebrate
advent by enjoying our exhibit of more than 500
nativities created by artists in over 115 countries and
territories around the world! We’ll be open Friday,
December 30th and Saturday, December 1st from 10:00
am to 7:00 pm, and Sunday, December 2nd from 9:00 am
to 1:00 pm. Children and family activities available!
Have questions? Contact Nativity Exhibit NW at
nativityexhibitnw@gmail.com.
SANTA RETURNS TO MESSIAH! Why pay $50 or
more to have a moment with Santa at the mall? Join us
instead! On Saturday, December 8th at 3:00 pm, Santa
Claus will be making a very special stop at Messiah. As
part of community outreach, Messiah will be offering
a free photo with Santa, so don’t forget to bring your
little ones down that afternoon!

CURRENT & UPCOMING BIBLE STUDIES
SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE CLASS
WHAT:
The Incarnation
WHEN:
Sunday Mornings at 9:30 am
WHERE:
Fellowship Hall
TEACHER:
Pastor Mankin
BASIC LUTHERAN TEACHINGS (formerly AIC)
WHAT:
Introduction to Lutheran Christian Faith
WHEN:
Saturdays, 3:00 pm
WHERE:
Room 202/204
TEACHER:
Pastor Mankin

BIRTHDAYS
Shelley Tennant
Titus Grant
Heidi Morse
Bev Edmon
Dea Pearce
Susie Paeth
Destiny Aguayo
Carter Petro
Laurie Mendes
Lucy Neubert
Adeline Bourn
Andrew Melvin

12/01
12/02
12/02
12/04
12/06
12/07
12/16
12/17
12/19
12/20
12/26
12/28

BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS
Nicole Cox
Elizabeth Cohrs
Lydia Miller
Evelyn Mankin
Heidi Morse
Larry Bourn
Louise Daigneault
Shelbey Davis
Titus Grant
Jennifer Clark
Bev Edmon
Lisa Mankin
Lucy Neubert
Andy Lueck

12/02
12/03
12/05
12/07
12/09
12/13
12/19
12/19
12/20
12/23
12/26
12/27
12/30
12/31

ANNIVERSARIES
Sebastian & Lauren Dumoulin
Dick & Jan Hillmann
Robert & Barbara Denis
Jonathan & Veronica Steele

12/16
12/26
12/29
12/31

OFFICIAL ACTS
On Sunday, November 11th, Neil Strege was formally
voted in as an Elder. Neil will be serving members
whose last names begin with U through Z.
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December 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
10:00 am Nativity
Exhibit NW
11:00 am
Catherine Jensen
Funeral
3:00 pm BLT

2 ADVENT BEGINS

3

4

5

6

8:00 am Divine
Service
9:30 am Fellowship
Hour
10:45 am Divine
Service
4:00 pm
Confirmation
4:00 pm LWML
Advent Tea

6:00 pm Men’s
Night Out

7:00 pm Youth
board meeting
7:00 pm Bell Choir

11:30 am Monthly
Midweek Service
6:00 pm Advent
Dinner
7:00 pm Advent
Midweek I

10:00 am
Bible Study
7:00 pm Choir

9

10

11

12

13

7:00 pm Council
meeting
7:00 pm Bell Choir

12:00 pm LWML
Christmas Lunch
6:00 pm Advent
Dinner
7:00 pm Advent
Midweek II
7:45 pm Ensemble

10:00 am
Bible Study
7:00 pm Choir

18

19

20

7:00 pm Exec
board meeting
7:00 pm Bell Choir

6:00 pm Advent
Dinner
7:00 pm Advent
Midweek III
7:45 pm Ensemble

10:00 am
Bible Study
7:00 pm Choir

26

27

8:00 am Divine
Service
9:30 am Education
Hour
10:45 am Divine
Service
4:00 pm
Confirmation

16
8:00 am Divine
Service
9:30 am Children’s
Christmas Program
10:45 am Divine
Service
1:00 pm Caroling
4:00 pm
Confirmation

17
MESSENGER
DEADLINE

23

24 CHRISTMAS EVE 25 CHRISTMAS

8:00 am Divine
Service
9:30 am Education
Hour
10:45 am Divine
Service

7:00 pm
Candlelight
Service

30

31 NEW YEAR’S

8:00 am Divine
Service
9:30 am Education
Hour
10:45 am Divine
Service

9:30 am Matins
Service

10:00 am
Bible Study

Offices will be
closed in observance
of the holiday.

EVE

6

7

8
3:00 pm Santa
Photos!

14

15
10:00 am
Children’s
Christmas
Program
Rehearsal
3:00 pm BLT

21

22

28

29

DECEMBER SCHEDULE
If you would like to fill an OPEN or VOLUNTEER spot, please call the church office at 206.524.0024.

ACOLYTES
8:00 am
2 volunteer
9 Lena Witt
16 volunteer
23 Destiny Aguayo
30 Lena Witt

10:45 am
Jack Knudson
Will Strege
Addie Clark
Peter Grimm
Jack Knudson

USHERS
8:00 am
2 Jim Mendes
9 Lee Cohrs
16 Terry King
23 Harry Edmon
30 Harry Edmon

10:45 am
Steve Miller
Dave Paeth
Curt Colbert
Dan Lassman
Steve Miller

GREETERS
8:00 am Upstairs
2 Terry King
9 Sharon Christiansen
16 Jim & Sue Hewitson
23 Frieda Johnson
30 none

8:00 am Downstairs
Robin Melvin
OPEN
Larry & Nancy Bourn
OPEN
none

10:45 am Upstairs
Maya Martin
Sharon Christiansen
Jim & Sue Hewitson
Dorothy Bellin
none

10:45 am Downstairs
Dan Lassman
Dorothy Bellin
Ann Melvin
Sharon Christiansen
none

TRANSPORTATION

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

READERS
8:00 am
2 Shelley Tennant
9 Lee Cohrs
16 Harry Edmon
23 Albert Lirhus
30 Harry Edmon

10:45 am
Dan Lassman
Curt & Stephanie Colbert
Dave Miller
Neil Strege
Sue Hewitson

ELDERS
8:00 am
2 Michael Boomhower, Andrew Petro
9 Harry Edmon, Michael Boomhower
16 Lee Cohrs, Harry Edmon
23 Robin Melvin, Lee Cohrs
30 Andrew Petro, Robin Melvin

10:45 am
Josh Pemberton, Jim Grant
Jim Grant, David Miller
David Miller, Josh Pemberton
Josh Pemberton, David Miller
Josh Pemberton, Jim Grant

2
9
16
23
30

Sharon Christiansen
Joanne Warner
OPEN
Jane Krueger
Rich Blomquist

2
9
16
23
30

Pastor Mankin
Jill Petro
Lee Cohrs
Pastor Mankin
Jill Petro

ALTAR GUILD
2 Sharon Christiansen, Cheryl Taylor
9 Cheryl Gagne, Joanne Estergreen
16 Joyce Lucas, Cheryl Gagne
23 Joanne Estergreen, Cheryl Taylor
30 Stephanie Colbert, Cheryl Taylor
ADVENT, CHRISTMAS EVE, & CHRISTMAS MORNING SERVICES
ALTAR GUILD
ACOLYTES
USHERS
5 Jean Mindemann
Addie Clark
Dan Lassman
12 Jean Mindemann
Will Strege
Steve Miller
19 Jean Mindemann
Destiny Schy
Lee Cohrs
24 Cheryl Taylor
Will Strege (9:30 am)
Dave Paeth
25 Cheryl Gagne
volunteer (9:30 am)
Terry King
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CRUCIFERS
volunteer (9:30 am)

ELDERS
Jim Grant
Michael Boomhower

8

9

10
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