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 This month… Long sentences connected with 
dashes, commas and italicized print —  starting 
with men, two or more, wise in their own eyes and 
that of their employer(s) and focusing on Jesus… 
let’s go.  Enjoy!  It’s Epiphany (revelation)!

    The Magi — wise men, more than two, scholars, 
advisors to leadership, men in-the-know, inner 
circle kind of guys, young and handsome, curious 
and true, knowledgeable in the promises of God 
(as recorded in Scripture and repeated from 
heart to heart among those who worship the True 
God) and not followers of just any of the multitude 
of gods invented by human greed or need — 
perhaps not kings (as in “We Three Kings”) but 
certainly servants to kings or to king and country 
— wise men sought the Savior.   (That was just 
the introductory sentence — kinda long, but filled 
with possibilities.  And the “young and handsome” 
part is just in case someone wants to make a 
movie out of this newsletter article.)
   Sought the Savior — this is the subject for 
the Epiphany Edition of the monthly newsletter 
dutifully crafted and reproduced for the members 
and friends of Messiah Lutheran Church.  
(Epiphany means revelation — that which was 
unknown or unseen is revealed, exposed, out-
in-the-open, no longer hidden.)  It’s the Savior 
who is revealed in the season of the Church Year 
known as Epiphany.  It’s Jesus, the Christ of 

God, revealed to wise men from a distant land, 
a distant language, a distant culture — Gentiles 
according to first century Judean thinking.  It’s 
Jesus, the “child in the manger,” who is revealed 
to century after century of men, women and 
children who have been called and gathered and 
enlightened by the Holy Spirit, born again into 
the family of faith — Christian faith — children 
of God by adoption, God’s grace at work through 
His Spirit-borne gift of faith.  It’s Jesus, the Son 
of God and God Himself, revealed by word and 
deed, time-and-again in the weeks following the 
Feast of the Epiphany, January 6th, the annual 
celebration of the Wise Men’s quest.
   It’s Jesus — sought by the wise of every 
generation and every gender, and revealed by 
the Holy Spirit to all who are not offended by the 
simple, unvarnished story of Jesus and His love.  
For God the Father loved, with such a great love, 
all the children of the world and their parents and 
extended families — God loved so much that He 
sent the world a Savior, Jesus!  The need for such 
a Savior from sin and sin’s consequences is easily 
recognized by the wise who know themselves, 
and who have been touched by the Gospel of 
God’s love and who see His forgiveness — us!  
And like the Magi, we worship Jesus!  You see? 

— Pastor Tom, Retired
Member of Messiah Lutheran Church

 9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east 
went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the 
star, they were overjoyed. 11On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, 
and they bowed down and worshiped him.        

Gospel of Saint Matthew, Chapter 2 verses 9-11 NIV

EPIPHANY



Prepare
January Series ‘B’ Church Year Readings

The following Scripture readings will help you prepare for worship.

   Jan. 3:    1 Kings 3:4-15; Psalm 119:97-104; 
                   Ephesians:1:3-14; Luke 2:40-52
   Jan. 10   (Baptism of Our Lord): Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; 
                  Romans 6:1-11; Mark 1:4-11
   Jan. 17:  1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20); Psalm 139:1-10, 
                  1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51  
   Jan. 24: Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62; 
                  1 Corinthians 7:29-31 (32-35); Mark 1:14-20
   Jan. 31: Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111; 
                 1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28
   Feb. 7:   Isaiah 40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-11, 
                 1 Corinthians 9:16-27; Mark 1:29-39  

January Birthdays
& Anniversaries**

   3  Rick & Jean Gilbertson**
   3  Carol Danzeisen
   9  Barbara Chesney
 11  Dan & Shelly Danzeisen**
 11  Susan Hoekstra
 12  Alex Menke
 12  Hunter Olson
 15  Rachel Adamek
 15  Victoria Clemens 
 17  Art & Betty DeLong**
 20  Alexander Dockendorf
 21  Kyle Peterson
 21  LaDonna Wentz
 26  Ginger Ahlers
 27  Merle Bryce
 28  McKenzie Kahre 
 30  Kiara Fuches 
 31  Jacob Hoekstra 
 31  Joshua Hoekstra

Worship Schedule &
Calendar of Events

Sundays, Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31
9 a.m. Worship 

20-Minute Bible Study to follow Worship

Sundays, Jan. 10 & 24*
*Communion 10:30-11 for those that are 

not able to attend in-person Worship

Friday, Jan. 6
9 a.m. Lots of Light 10-min. Bible Study 

Sunday, Jan. 17 
Annual Meeting

Messiah Quilters Update
    We got off to a good start in March working with our youth group making 
quilts for the homeless with the intent of sending them with the youth on 
their annual servant event. Of course, that didn’t happen due to Covid. 
The quilts (about 12 or so) are in storage awaiting a future servant event.

    The annual Lutheran Island Quilt Auction at camp didn’t happen either. 
We submitted 14 quilts and they were offered on their online auctions; one 
in August and another in October. Thanks to all who helped with these two 
activities.

    We will continue to make quilts in hopes there will be a LIC auction 
next August. Kits are available, contact Lynne at 320-310-1800 or Ruth at     
320-217-5434. 

Altar Flowers
 THANK YOU to those who provided flowers in December:  

          Ernie & Ginger Ahlers (12/6)
          Gene & Carol Danzeisen (12/13 & 12/27)
          Brian, Alex & Isaac Menke (12/13)

    Congregation (poinsettias) provided by:
         Ernie & Ginger Ahlers.…in memory of loved ones
         Darryl & Karen Cameron.…in memory of brother Rob
         Rev. Brady & Amy Finnern
                     ...in memory of grandparents/great grandparents
         Jerry & Lois Grote
         Bill & Mary Heddens
         Carl & Irene Hoffman.…in memory of parents
         Gordon & Annette Koring.…in memory of loved ones

You may take yours home, please check your name off on the list;  
leave the plastic saucers and the gold bows at the church. Thank you!

2021 FLOWER CALENDARS ARE IN MAILBOXES 

Here is a note from the
LIC Quilt Committee:

Dear Messiah Lutheran Quilters, 
Thank you for your generous donation 

to the ministry at Lutheran Island Camp. 
We are especially grateful for your trust in 
our decision to use your gift for the online 

auction format. God always provides! 

     In Christ, 
     LIC Quilt Committee


