
This is the first graduation ceremony held by 
Messiah Lutheran Classical Academy.  It is 
also a first for me to be a commencement 
speaker at any graduation, a task that takes 
me into unfamiliar territory, since almost all 
of my experience in public speaking has 
been in the realm of delivering sermons or 
theological papers.  I don’t know if I am 
capable of switching gears here, so if I 
sound like a preacher instead of a 
commencement speaker,3 please try to 
practice some forbearance.  I don’t 
remember who the commencement speaker 
was for my high school graduation – but I 
don’t even remember the name of the 

principal of my high school so that indicates 
the state of my mind back then – or how long 
ago it was that I graduated – or perhaps the 
fact that I never got in trouble so I never got 
to know the principal up close and personal.  
The commencement speaker at my 
University graduation was Bob Hope.  I 
remember laughing through the whole thing, 
so he must have done a great comedic 
monologue as usual.   
 
You graduates will be contributing something 
to the status and credibility of the degree you 
earned here by your life that follows.  If the 
graduates of this humble institution 
consistently make a positive influence in 
their adult lives, it may say something about 
the worthiness and values of this institution.  
For example, there are some high schools in 
our country that boast of an incredible 
number of football or basketball or baseball 
scholarships won by their alumni, and 
perhaps, how many of their graduates have 
gone on to play professional sports.  One 
would expect that athletes coming from that 
school have been well-trained and 
disciplined in a certain sport.  Some schools, 
on the other hand, boast of the number of 
their graduates who enter and complete 
college degrees. An important aspect of a 
school’s credibility is the performance of her 
graduates over time.   
 
In your time here at MLCA we have sought 
to prepare and equip you for a life well lived.  
All of the subjects you have taken and the 
discipline enforced unite together toward that 
goal.  You may or may not remember the 
Pythagorean Theorem or how to find the 
hypotenuse of a right triangle, or even what 
an hypotenuse is.  You may not remember 
your primary colors or who wrote the 
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That you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,  

the Son of God, and that by believing  

you may have life in His name. —John 20:31 

A Life Well Lived  by Pastor Glenn Huebel 
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May is the season for graduations and the beginning of new eras in the lives of many of our 
young people.  We congratulate all of our young (and older) members who are graduating from 
High School, College or Graduate School this month or next, and pray God’s blessings upon you 
wherever you go from here.  For this Newsletter article I have decided to re-publish an adapted 
form of the commencement speech I gave at the first Messiah Lutheran Classical Academy 
graduation in 2008. 
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Life, cont.. 

Federalist Papers and why. You may 
not remember much about Arius and 
Athanasius or the theological 
importance of monergism as 
opposed to synergism, but your 
disciplined study of math, science, 
art, language, history, theology, and 
music have molded and shaped you 
in ways that you probably do not 
realize.  They have shaped your 
mind, your intellect, and the way you 
think about things.  Likewise, they 
have shaped your ability to 
appreciate beauty in art and music, 
and to understand the nature of man 
and of social relationships and of 
cause and effect.  All of this and 
more is intended to prepare and 
equip you for a life well lived.  But 
what is that?  What is the “successful 
life?”   
 
Success comes from the Latin verb 
succedo which means “to climb or 
advance; to march on; or to attain.”  I 
found two interesting definitions of 
success in Webster’s Dictionary.  
First, in a general way, “A favorable 
or satisfactory outcome or result.”  
And more specifically, “The gaining 
of wealth, fame, rank, etc.” The 
American Heritage Dictionary 
defines it this way, First “the 
achievement of something desired, 
planned or attempted.” And 
specifically, “The gaining of fame or 
prosperity.”  This dictionary defines 
successful as “having achieved 
wealth or eminence.”  Indeed, these 
dictionaries reflect how WE 
COMMONLY USE THE WORD.  
That’s what dictionaries are 
supposed to do, but is that what WE 
mean by successful?  Is that what 
your education here was intended to 
produce?  Is that what YOU picture 
as successful?   
 
The dictionaries say that if you 
achieve the goals you have set for 
yourself you are successful, but is 
that right?  What if your goals are not 
challenging or appropriate for your 
life and abilities?  And what if you 
accomplish your goals unethically or 
immorally?  Would that be a 
successful life or a life well-lived?  
The dictionaries say that you are 
successful if you gain fame or 
prosperity.”  But what does Jesus 

say about one who sets his heart on 
such goals, and what if such goals 
are achieved unethically or 
immorally?  From a Christian point of 
view the successful or well-lived life 
cannot be so simply or easily 
measured. Besides that, there are 
many who were commended by our 
Lord who were not considered 
worthy at all by their peers or by the 
world.  Consider, for example, the 
woman who put two mites in the 
alms box and received the 
commendation from Jesus that she 
gave more than all.  Consider the 
foreign woman who matched wits 
with Jesus and persuaded Him to 
heal her demon-possessed daughter 
because “even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from the master’s 
table.”  To which, Jesus replied, 
“Great is your faith!”  Consider those 
whom Christ commends on 
judgment day because they have 
done ordinary, humble acts of mercy.  
Clearly God’s judgment about a life 
well lived is quite different from 
man’s.   
 
As you go forth from here today, let 
me suggest to you that a life well 
lived, a successful life, is to be and 
continually become what God has 
created you, gifted you, and 
redeemed you in Christ Jesus to 
be.  First and foremost, and 
absolutely essential: A life well lived 
is a life lived in true faith in Jesus 
Christ.  Of first importance is to “be 
His own,” because without union with 
Him we are lost forever, as a branch 
severed from the vine.  He has made 
you a child of God, not with gold or 
silver, but with His own precious 
blood.  He has covered you with His 
own righteousness.  He has 
prepared a place for you in heaven.  
If you fail to reach that goal, have 
you been successful?  Secondly, a 
life well lived is a life that “lives under 
Him in His kingdom” and is therefore 
guided and ruled by the Spirit of 
God. The Spirit gives you gifts to 
serve God and your fellow man.  
Most of the gifts God has given to us 
are like seeds that need to be 
nurtured and strengthened and 
developed.  That usually means hard 
work.  God has not just given you 
emotions and a heart with which to 

love and serve Him, but we are to 
love Him with all our minds and 
strength and soul as well.  Laziness, 
indifference, and waste of potential 
do not mark a successful or well-
lived life.  Thirdly, a well-lived life is 
that which follows the pattern of 
Jesus; i.e., a life of humility, given 
willingly in service to others, rather 
than for self gratification and 
glorification.  A “great life,” by Jesus’ 
definition, is a life of loving humility 
and servanthood.  Finally, and this is 
easily overlooked, so let me 
emphasize its importance - the 
successful life is measured largely 
by the small, seemingly insignificant 
things – things that no one notices, 
rather than the big things that usually 
win applause and praise in the world.   
 
Many ask, “but how do we know the 
Lord’s purpose for us?”  You don’t 
need to see the future or the end.  
God says “I KNOW the plans I have 
for you.”  That’s enough, isn’t it?  HE 
knows, and He directs our steps 
according to His will.  But that 
doesn’t mean you play no part in it.  
You may not be able to see too far 
down the road, but you see today, 
and it is not usually so difficult to 
discern what Christ would have you 
to do TODAY.  Generally, He calls 
you to love as Christ has loved you, 
to forgive as Christ forgives you, to 
serve as Christ served you.  And 
there are plenty of opportunities 
everyday for those things. Love does 
not need to have a spotlight. It does 
not need a stage. Love does not 
even need appreciation.  Honor the 
authorities under which you live.  Be 
kind and gentle to weaker or less 
fortunate than you, or those placed 
under your care.  Weep with those 
who weep. Rejoice with those who 
rejoice. Help, comfort, counsel, 
support your fellow man, whoever he 
might be in the moment – today.  By 
being faithful in the little things you 
will likely discover that God opens 
the door to higher things.  
BECOMING what God created you 
to be begins with BEING His beloved 
child in the present, wherever He 
has placed you and with what He 
has given you.  Take care of the little 
things …. And God will take care of 
the PLAN.   
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A Brief Latin Glossary for the Lutheran 
Armchair Theologian  — by Pastor Tom Chryst 

“Quia” and “Quatenus”, or “Because” 
and “In as much as”, are two 
drastically different approaches 
Lutherans have taken to our 
“confessional subscription”. 
 
To “subscribe” to a “confession” 
means to promise to uphold and 
abide by a particular statement of 
faith.   
 

Many Lutherans around the world 
subscribe to the Augsburg 
Confession, a statement of doctrine, 
drawn from Scripture, that expresses 
what Lutherans believe Scripture 
teaches.  But some of us subscribe 
also to the entire Book of Concord of 
1580, which includes also the 
Creeds, the Small and Large 
Catechism, Treatise on the Power 
and Primacy of the Pope, The 
Apology or the Augsburg 
Confession, and finally the Formula 
of Concord.  Every LCMS pastor, in 
his ordination vows, solemnly 
swears to teach and preach in 
accord with the Book of Concord in 
its entirety. 
 
But, unsurprisingly, there is not 
general agreement among 

Lutherans about how much and to 
what should we hold our clergy.  To 
what should Lutheran pastors be 
bound?  An even more basic 
question is at stake, then:  “What 
does it mean to be Lutheran?”  And 
also unsurprisingly, different 
Lutherans have answered this 
question differently. 
 
For us, we employ a “Quia” 
subscription to the Confessions.  
That is, we agree to them BECAUSE 
they are in accord with Scripture.  
The church does not have the 
authority to establish new doctrines, 
and so we recognize that everything 
taught in the confessions is drawn 
from Scripture and is a faithful 
expression of it.  And so we bind 
ourselves to it. “Because” it aligns 
with Scripture. 
 
A “Quatenus” approach, on the other 
hand, seeks to qualify or place 
conditions on one's confessional 
subscription.  One might say, “I 
subscribe to these documents in as 
much as they conform to 
Scripture”.  Or in other words, where 
they agree – I agree.  And where 
they disagree – I disagree.  It is a 
cafeteria approach to confessional 
subscription and really makes 
subscription somewhat meaningless. 
 
Implicit in the quatenus approach is 
an assumption that parts of the 
Confessions are not true.  It would 
be like saying, “I confess the 
Apostles Creed – but only in as 
much as it is true”.  Or, “I confess the 
Small Catechism – but with my 

fingers crossed on certain parts”.  
 
So here we have one major 
distinction between how different 
church bodies and pastors have 
taught what it means to be Lutheran.  
Confessional Subscription, either 
“quia” or “quatenus” can be a telling 
dividing line which tends to lead to 
all sorts of other diverging doctrines. 
 
In my own experience, it seems that 
those who hold a “quatenus” 
subscription to the Lutheran 
Confessions often follow a similar 
approach when it comes to Holy 
Scripture itself.  Here, we surely dare 
not “pick-and-choose” that which is 
God's Word and that which is not.  
But it appears that those Lutherans 
who have compromised on 
confessional fidelity often fall into 
compromise on scriptural fidelity. 
 
There is much talk nowadays about 
“Confessional Lutheranism” or what 
it means to be “Confessional”.  
Honestly, it's a term I wasn't 
comfortable with myself when I first 
came out of Seminary.  But as I grew 
to further appreciate and understand 
these wonderful founding documents 
as faithful and true expositions of 
Scripture, and as helpful not only for 
historical understanding but also as 
a filter for our doctrine and approach 
to Scripture, I'm happy to embrace 
the moniker “Confessional”.  To be 
“quia” is to be “Confessional”, and 
vice versa. 
 
Implied also in a “quia” approach to 

(Continued on page 4) 

Lex semper accusat --------------- “The Law Always Accuses” 
Lex orandi, lex credendi ---------- “The Law of Prayer, The Law of Belief” 
Simul justus et peccator ---------- “Simultaneous Saint and Sinner” 
Ex nihilo ------------------------------- “Out of Nothing” 
Sola scriptura ------------------------ “Scripture Alone” 
Sola gratia ---------------------------- “Grace Alone”  
Sola fide ------------------------------ “Faith Alone” 
Fides qua, fides quae ------------- “The Faith That Believes; The Faith That Is Believed” 
Ex opere operato ------------------- “By The Doing of the Action 
Quia and quatenus ----------------- “Because” and “In as much as” 
Oratio, meditatio, tentatio 
Soli deo Gloria 
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the Confessions is that they are 
meant to be used prescriptively, and 
not simply descriptively.  It is more 
like a constitution of a country, which 
(at least in theory!) continues to form 
the parameters of a government, 
identify rights, and serve as the 
basis for the laws of the land. It is 
less like a simple historical 

document which described how life 
once was and how Lutheranism got 
its start, but has little to say to us 
today. 
 
One practical application of this, for 
example, will be debated at this 
summer's LCMS national 
convention.  We have, in some 

places within the LCMS, laymen who 
regularly perform the functions of 
pastor – preaching, administering 
the sacraments, etc...  but are not 
“called and ordained”.  On the other 
hand, the Augsburg Confession 
Article XIV states clearly, “no one 
should publicly teach in the Church 
or administer the Sacraments unless 
he be regularly called.”  So how 
does the church reconcile this 
situation?  What kind of confessional 
subscription do we hold? 
 
So, Lutherans, the bottom line is 
this:  “be a Quia!”  And you will be in 
the good company of Martin Luther, 
Martin Chemnitz, C.F.W. Walther, 
and so many other faithful pastors 
and theologians who rightly teach 
Holy Scripture, and rightly apply and 
understand the teachings of our 
Confessions.  Thanks be to God for 
his Word of Truth, revealed, 
believed, and rightly confessed! 

A Brief Latin Glossary, cont. 

Miscellany (/ˈmisəˌlānē /)  noun.  —a mixture or collection of different things 

Church Garage Sale:  The 
garage sale has been postponed 
indefinitely.  Donations are still being 
accepted—so it will happen at some 
point!  Contact Barbara Brewer 817-
897-4460 and Carolyn Harris 817-
891-1269 for more information. 
 

_________________________ 

 
Sunday School:  The school 
year is winding down, and that 
means that the call for Summer 
Sunday School Teachers will soon 
be going out.  If you want to beat the 
rush, reserve your spot with 
Meredith Sifford now!  
 

_________________________ 

 
Save the Date:  Plans for the 
10th Lutheran Hymn Festival are 
underway.  It will be held on October 
16, 2016, at 7:00pm at the Meyerson 
Symphony Center in Dallas.  The 
theme:  Grace Alone + Faith Alone + 
Scripture Alone.  This festival will 

prepare us all for the 500th 
Anniversary of the Reformation in 
2017.   Hymn tunes and/or hymn 
texts are written by Dr. Martin 
Luther, and will be played by Dr. 
David Cherwien  on the magnificent 
pipe organ in the Meyerson.  Watch 
the bulletin for information on tickets.  
Or go the hymn festival website:  
www.lutheranhymnfestival.org 
 

_________________________ 

 
A Green Light for the 
McDermotts:  Our missionary 
family, Pastor Ryan, Emily and their 
four children, will be moving to 
Ghana in August.  Pastor McDermott  
will be working in Deaf ministry as 

part of the missionary team there, 
serving in a congregation, working 
with local schools, and eventually 
helping to train Ghanaian pastors to 
carry on the work.  At this point, they 
are working on visas, etc.  You can 
follow the McDermott family online: 
Mcdermottsinghana.wordpress.com 

Paper Recycling:  You may 
have noticed the recycling bin just off 
the fire land by the big shed.  Some 
of you are faithfully bringing your 
newspapers on a regular basis. (For 
which we gratefully thank you!)  This 
bin serves as a minor fund raiser for 
our church and school, and it is easy 
to participate and costs you nothing!  
Just bring your newspapers and 
other loose papers and dump them 
in the bin!  The recycling company 
has a few rules however:  the bin is 

for paper only.  No cardboard, no 
boxes, no plastics or aluminum, 
no phonebooks!  Also, our inside 
recycle bins are used to collect 
paper for the outside bin.  Please do 
not put anything other than paper 
in the inside bins either.  It just 
makes more work for Mr. Randolph, 
who has to sort it all out and throw 
the  non paper items in our 
dumpster.  (If you feel strongly about 
recycling these other items, please 
take them to your home recycle bin.)  
Thank you for helping! 
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Braille Center 

When was the last time you sat down to 
read for an hour?  Come sit down with a 
Braille group for an hour to make a book for 
others to read!  Stay on the lookout for more Braille an-
nouncements to come.  An award ceremony for this year is 
approaching soon. 

Most groups meet Sundays AND we are opening Braille 
sessions to fit your schedule, when possible; for details, 
contact Barbara Piñero 682-552-3622. 

Young Adult Group 

This month in the Young Adult 
Group (YAG), Pastor Cholak 
continued into Exodus through the 
distribution of the Laws.  We learned 
how the cvil law was given to the 

Israelites and how Christ fulfills the 
ceremonial and moral law.  We 
compared examples where Jesus 
searches our hearts and gives 

parables on how the Law is 
overbearing (Luke 10:29, Mark 
10:17). Thanks be to the Triune God 
for his continued mercy and love 
through forgiveness (Matt 18:22). 

Join the YAG down the hill in the 
MAC building on Mondays at 7PM.  
We are planning a summer get 
together soon to include the 
returning college students, look for 
the official announcement!  Contact 
Daniel Sweet 817-454-7057. 

Messiah Lutheran Classical 
Academy had a great chess 
challenge recently, battling 
Faith Lutheran School in 
Plano.  The Lions returned 
with a 17-11 victory and trophy 
to be displayed in the school 
trophy case.  Please find and 
congratulate our chess 
champions for a excellent 
season of chess. 

You are invited to join or visit 
the Messiah Lutheran 
Classical Academy Chess 
Club next season, in the 2016 
Fall Semester. There are two 
groups: beginner and 
advanced. For more 
information, to volunteer or 
participate, please contact 
Pastor Chryst. 

Chess Club  

Messiah VBS 2016 

VBS registration is now open! Please 
visit the website at messiahkeller.org/
vbs or navigate through the church 
website under the Education tab.  
The theme is "Angels: God's Messen-
gers," more details are online. 
 
VBS will be June 27 to 30 from 9AM 

to noon, we are expecting to fill up 
and have a wait list; please register 
now.  We will be posting a "Supplies 
Needed" list soon, stay on the look-
out!  If you would like to contribute, 
volunteer or donate, please email 
Messiah.VBS@messiahkeller.org; 
Contact Tamarra Liddle. 

http://messiahkeller.org/vbs
http://messiahkeller.org/vbs
mailto:Messiah.VBS@messiahkeller.org
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Youth News 

More s'mores please!  We had a blast in April after making Braille books: Mrs. Vera Sweet hosted a s'mores and games 
event in the north field.  The WAY (Youth Group) played horseshoes, croquet, bocce, soccer while eating fire roasted 
marshmallows. 
 
Youth events for May will be announced soon, look for updates!  Also, it's not too late for another Youth Student to join 
us this summer for the Colorado Higher Things Lutheran Conference in July.  Contact Daniel Sweet 817-454-7057  

S’mores and Games after Braille 

Braille Team 

Colson FROG Run 

Archery after Braille 

Summit Gym Rock Climbing 

Feed My Starving  
Children (Haiti) 

Ronald McDonald House (Taco Salad) 

The Barber of Seville Opera at Bass Hall 

Whatever you do, work heartily, as 
for the Lord and not for men, 
knowing that from the Lord you will 
receive the inheritance as your 
reward.  You are serving the Lord 
Christ. —Colossians 3:23-24 
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Texas CEF News by Tobie Hall 



www.messiahkeller.org 

Rev. Glenn Huebel, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Thomas Chryst, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Steven Cholak, Assistant Pastor 

Page 8 M ESSI A H M ESSE NGER  

Thus woman is the mother of all human beings.  She carries human beings in her womb, brings them forth into this 

world, nourishes them with milk, and takes care of them by bathing them and performing other services.  What would 

kings, princes, prophets, and all the saints be if there had been no Eve?  (Martin Luther) 


