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We Have Seen His Glory
The season of Epiphany, like Christmas,
always begins on a particular date rather
than a Sunday (or a Wednesday in the case
of Lent). The season always begins on the
13th day after Christmas, which, obviously, is
always on January 6. The Gospel for that
day in the Church Year is Matthew 2:1-12,
the visit of the wise men to worship the
newborn King. The glory of the Divine
visitation of the Son of God began to shine
quite early in Jesus’ life, but not to the
natural eye. His Divine glory was revealed
only to the eyes of faith, to the shepherds of
Bethlehem, to Simeon the Priest and Anna
the Prophetess who were “waiting for the
consolation of Israel,” and to “wise men”
from the East. The words of Simeon were
fulfilled almost immediately, for Jesus was,
indeed, “a light to lighten the Gentiles.”
Epiphany has long been called the
“Christmas of the Gentiles,” for the wise men
were the beginning trickle of what would
become the flow of the nations to Mt. Zion
(Isaiah 2:2).
This little season of the Church Year often
gets lost as the flexible connector between
the mammoth seasons of Christmas and
Lent/Easter, but it is a very important season

by Pastor Glenn Huebel

that we do not want to overlook or
underestimate. The Apostle John writes,
“the Word became flesh and dwelt among
us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of
the only begotten of the Father, full of grace
and truth.” The first part of that compound
sentence is Christmas.
The second is
Epiphany. Before Jesus began His final
journey to Jerusalem to be delivered up to
the Gentiles and crucified, He spent about 3
years preaching, teaching, and doing
miracles to show Himself to the world as the
Son of God made flesh, the God-anointed
Savior of all people. It is vitally important for
us to know, understand, and embrace the
truth of the miracle of incarnation before
contemplating the crucifixion and
resurrection. The first goal of Jesus’ ministry
was to bring people to the knowledge of the
truth concerning His person. He slowly,
patiently, and gently led people to believe
that He was, in the highest sense, Immanuel
(God with us). Divine glory was manifested
in His amazing teaching which astonished
the people. Faith in His claim to be God’s
Son was nurtured through carefully
administered “rays of glory” in miracles.
Many began to realize that He was more
than a prophet. It was a great day when
Jesus asked the disciples, “Who do you say
that I am?” and Peter confessed, “You are
the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
Though we might think that this was just a
logical conclusion from what Peter saw and
heard, Jesus says otherwise. ““Blessed are
you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood
has not revealed this to you, but my Father
who is in heaven” (Matt 16:17). God has to
open our eyes to see the glory of Christ, as
St. Paul recognized:
For God, who said, “Let light shine out of
darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ.(2 Cor 4:6)
Jesus confirmed Peter’s confession a few
days later by manifesting the fullness of His
glory in the closing and triumphant event of
the season of Epiphany, the transfiguration
(Matt 17).
(Continued on page 2)
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That you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that by believing
you may have life in His name. —John 20:31

His glory, cont.
It is necessary that we understand
and believe that Jesus is God in
human flesh to rightly understand
His passion, culminating in His
death by crucifixion. In the eyes of
the world Jesus was just another in
a long line of martyred prophets.
Many think that Jesus had some
gr e at i de as a n d won der f u l
teachings, and that He led an
exemplary life, but they have
missed the point entirely. Christians
who have seen His glory know that
God Himself was beaten, scourged,
crowned with thorns, mocked, spit
upon, crucified and died on Good
Friday. We know the awesome

truth that “God delivered up His
Son” so that He could rescue us
from sin, death, and devil. Because
God died, His infinite sacrifice
covers the sins of the world and
reconciles sinners to God. The
world is blind to this Gospel truth
because it does not see His glory.
May the Spirit open our ears to the
Word during this Epiphany season
that the Word that “in Him dwells the
fullness of the Godhead bodily” (Col
2:9). Only then will our eyes see
His glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace
and truth.

Thank You! by Laralynn Conaway, Angel Tree Coordinator
support and generosity is amazing
and so very much appreciated.

THANK YOU to everyone that
supported the Angel Tree program
by showing the love of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ, through this
awesome ministry!
Due to your
generous support, we delivered 162
gifts to 81 children in 37 homes
across the Keller and Fort Worth
area. When the gifts were delivered,
each family was also presented with
a gift from Messiah, “The Christmas
Story According to Luke”. You can

Please continue to keep these
children, their caregivers and
incarcerated parents in your prayers
throughout the entire year, not just
during
the
Christmas
season. Thank you for being faithful
servants and showing the love of
Jesus Christ through the Angel Tree
program.
check out a copy of this book, as
well as the books given to the
families in previous years, from the
MCLA library.
The Christmas gifts brought hope,
joy and smiles to the children, their
caregivers and incarcerated parents
this Christmas season. A simple
Thank You is not sufficient for the
time our congregation members and
MLCA families spent shopping for
and wrapping the gifts, the generous
monetary donations, the countless
hours spent calling families,
delivering gifts to the children’s
homes and writing Christmas cards
to their incarcerated parents. Your
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A Brief Latin Glossary for the Lutheran
Armchair Theologian — by Pastor Tom Chryst
Lex semper accusat
Lex orandi, lex credendi
Simul justus et peccator
Ex nihilo
Sola scriptura
Sola gratia
Sola fide
Fides qua, fides quae
Ex opere operato
Quia and quatenus
Oratio, meditatio, tentatio
Soli deo gloria
“Sola gratia”

throughout God's interaction with his
Old Testament people – in the cycle
of the book of Judges, throughout
the prophets, in the lives of the kings
and patriarchs as well. He sends
judgment, but also has mercy. He
brings destruction, but also freely
shows his undeserved love.
Even in his pronouncement of what
we normally call “the curse”, there
was grace. Before God told Adam
and Eve the consequences of their
sin, he cursed the serpent and in
doing so showed his grace toward
us – a seed of the woman would
crush our enemy's head.

commandments, and the like.
Instead it must be, and indeed is, a
free gift of God to us poor miserable
sinners – all for the sake of Christ
who died for us.
Like the Law and Gospel distinction,
this insight that “God's grace in
Christ” drives all of Holy Scripture
and is key to our understanding of
God's Word.
And so the reformers showed the
chief doctrine of all of Scripture,
sometimes short-handed as the
“doctrine of justification” is simply
this: that we are “saved by grace,
through faith, for the sake of Christ”.

Grace in Paul's Epistles
Grace vs. Faith
“Grace” is a particular focus of St.
Paul in his writings to the Romans
and Galatians. Luther was a student
of, and lecturer in both.

“Grace Alone” - here the divide with
Rome was perhaps most sharply
seen for the Reformers. Here was
the key to unlocking the central
article of Christian doctrine. Here is
the distinguishing teaching that sets
Christianity apart from all other
religions. We are saved by grace
alone.
Grace in the Old Testament
Grace – that character of God's in
which he shows us his undeserved
love and favor. Similar to the Old
Testament word “Hesed”, translated
as “loving-kindness”. This is not,
therefore, a new teaching, but a
return to a clearer understanding of
something Scripture has always
taught. That God loves us, not
because we deserve it, but because
of his own character. He is just, but
also merciful. He is fair but also
kind.
We see this pattern of “sin and
grace” repeated over and over
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Galatians tells of God's grace
especially in contrast to the law. “I
do not nullify the grace of God, for if
righteousness were through the law,
then Christ died for no
purpose.” (Galatians 2:21)
In Romans, “grace” takes even more
of a center stage. We read that we
“are justified by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus,” (Romans 3:24) and
that “if it is by grace, it is no longer
on the basis of works; otherwise
gr ac e wo u l d n o l o n ger be
grace.” (Romans 11:6).
And don't forget Ephesians 2:8-9,
“For by grace you have been saved
through faith. And this is not your
own doing; it is the gift of God, not a
result of works, so that no one may
boast.”
For Paul, inspired by the Holy Spirit,
salvation by grace stands in contrast
then, with salvation by works of the
law. No matter how hard we try, we
cannot earn our salvation by good
works, holy living, following the

But grace and faith are not the same
thing exactly. We'll focus more on
faith next month. But for now let this
suffice to show the distinction.
Grace is that undeserved love of
God for us. Faith is that which
grasps onto God's grace. Grace is
God's pure, unprompted disposition
of favor toward you and me, sinners.
Faith is our trust and reliance on
such, and that too a gift and creation
of the Holy Spirit.

vs. Rome
By the time of Luther, the Roman
Catholic church had twisted the
definition of “grace” in such a way as
to negate what is so great about it!
For them, grace was an infusion into
the Christian, a sort of “gasoline for
powering good works”. God would
give more of this “grace” as you did
(Continued on page 4)
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A Brief Latin Glossary, cont.
more good works and grew more
holy.
Thus the maintenance of
God's grace becomes an ongoing
cooperation of the sinner with God.
This takes away with one hand what
it supposedly gives with the other!
Grace becomes dependent on the
sinner, then, and not wholly upon the
God who acts purely of his own
goodness. In effect, Rome changes
the very definition of grace by its
understanding, and makes it nograce-at-all!
Instead, we maintain that the grace
of God saves us quite apart from our
works, and so the phrase “grace
alone” becomes a watchword for the
Reformation. We boast not in our
own works, our own merit, but only
in the grace of God in Jesus Christ!
vs. Religion of the Law
And finally, the concept of grace is
really one of the major dividing lines

between Christianity and all other
world religions. Broadly, we can
classify all of these as “Religion of
the Law” and the Christian Faith as
the “Religion of Grace”.
In a religion of Law, it always comes
down to man's own actions and
goodness.
Whether it is the
Buddhist seeking Nirvana through
meditation or good karma, the
Muslim following the Five Pillars of
Islam, or the Jehovah's Witness
meeting his quota of doors to knock
upon – every religion does basically
teach the same thing: that your
salvation, whatever it looks like,
depends on you, your works, your
goodness.
With the exception of Christianity,
the only religion of grace. Here,
salvation depends solely and wholly
upon our God, who sends Jesus to
do all the work for us. By his grace
he lives a perfect life for us. By his
grace he dies a sacrificial death for

us. Our works avail nothing for us.
His work accomplishes it all.
Salvation, then, is by grace alone!
Even our daily bread from the Father
comes to us by grace, as we confess
in the meaning of the First Article of
the Apostles Creed: “all of this he
does out of fatherly, divine goodness
and mercy (grace!) without any
merit or worthiness in me”
“Sola Gratia”
Sola Gratia – by grace alone – is the
first part of the answer to the
question, “how are we saved”. And
in this short phrase is summed up a
blessed teaching of Holy Scripture
about our God and his favorable
disposition toward us. Thanks be to
him for his abundant, free, and
surpassingly rich grace. Grace he
showed most especially in Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Messiah Young Adults
Young Adult Bible Study: Exodus
“You have led in your steadfast love the people whom you have redeemed; you
have guided them by your strength to your holy abode.” (Exodus 15:13) Pastor
Cholak continued teaching Exodus in the Young Adult Bible study group. We
learned how God drowns our sin in the sea of baptismal waters and leads us
daily through the wilderness in our lives.

Join the Young
Adults in the
MAC building
on
Monday
nights at 7pm.
For questions
about events,
including
Braille workshops
and
social outings,
please contact
Daniel Sweet
at
817-4547057.
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Sing a New Song . . . . . . .

by Vicki L. Main, Kantor
One precious truth outshines the sun:
Salvation comes from You alone.
Alleluia!

Our first Hymn of the Month in
this new year is O Savior of Our
Fallen Race – LSB 403 – found in
the Epiphany section of our
hymnal. It was originally a Latin
office hymn written somewhere in
the 5th-10th century. Gilbert E.
Doan (born in 1930) translated it and Stephen R.
Johnson (born in 1966) gave it the melody we have in
our hymnal with the tune name “Putnam.” This hymn can
also be found in Lutheran Book of Worship [LBW49] and
Lutheran Worship [LW45] using a different tune.
Gilbert E. Doan was born in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.
He was educated at Harvard University (BA 1942);
Lutheran Theological Seminary (BD 1955); the
University of Pennsylvania (MA 1962, though he
returned it to protest their policies); and Wagner College
(DD, late 1970s). He served as campus pastor in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (1955-61); Northeastern
Director of the National Campus Ministry; and pastor of
the Lutheran Church of the Holy Communion,
Philadelphia (1984-95).
Stephen R. Johnson currently serves as Music
Instructor at Monsignor Scanlan High School in New
York City and is co-founder of Liturgy Solutions, Inc. He
is also a concert pianist, composer and choral director.
He holds a graduate degree from the Manhattan School
of Music in piano performance. Mr. Johnson participated
in our Lutheran Hymnal Project of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. Four of his hymn settings can be found
in our hymnal – LSB 403/874, 472, 754, and 762. As a
musician/theologian, he frequently presents lectures and
Bible Classes on church worship practice and culture.

5

For from the Father’s throne You came,
His banished children to reclaim;
And earth and sea and sky revere
The love of Him who sent You here.
Alleluia!

6

And we are jubilant today,
For You have washed our guilt away.
O hear the glad new song we sing
On this, the birthday of our King!
Alleluia!

7

O Christ, Redeemer virgin-born,
Let songs of praise Your name adorn,
Whom with the Father we adore
And Holy Spirit evermore.
Alleluia!

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET,
no. 100011963.

You will find some very familiar scriptural texts used in
connection with this hymn as well.
John 1:1-5, 14 ESV
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning
with God. 3 All things were made through him, and
without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In
him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.
14

403 O Savior of Our Fallen Race
1

2

3

4

O Savior of our fallen race,
O Brightness of the Father’s face,
O Son who shared the Father’s might
Before the world knew day or night,
Alleluia!
O Jesus, very Light of Light,
Our constant star in sin’s deep night:
Now hear the prayers Your people pray
Throughout the world this holy day.
Alleluia!
Remember, Lord of life and grace,
How once, to save our fallen race,
You put our human vesture on
And came to us as Mary’s son.
Alleluia!
Today, as year by year its light
Bathes all the world in radiance bright,
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And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and
we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father, full of grace and truth.
2 Cor. 4:6 ESV
6
For God, who said, “Let light shine out of
darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ.
John 14:6 ESV
6
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

And considering the time this hymn was written, how
applicable it is in our current day. Stanza four is worth
remembering – Today, as year by year its light bathes all
the world in radiance bright, One precious truth
outshines the sun: Salvation comes from You alone.
Alleluia!
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Christmas Caroling 2015. by Daniel Sweet
Our mobile singing group was
able to bring joy and sing with
some of our senior members
of Messiah Lutheran. Thank
you to all who participated in
singing “O Come, All Ye
Faithful,” “Hark, the Herald
Angels Sing,” “From Heaven
Above,” “Joy to the World” and
“We Wish you a Merry
Christmas.”
Please continue to pray for our
church members, including
those who are not able to
regularly visit with us on
Sundays.
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Youth News
Youth Men Laser Tag
The youth group had a men’s event at Laser Quest this
month. We had a great time having fun together and
competing for the highest score. We look forward to more
group events to come; please ask for details about what is
next.

January 2016 Youth Events (8th—12th Grades)
Jan. 9 at 10:00am: Swaddling Clothes
Jan. 10 at 12:30pm: Braille & Movie
Jan. 24 at 12:20pm: Braille & Archery
TBA
Color Wars / Nature Hike
Questions? Contact Daniel at 817-454-7057

Miscellany (/ˈmisəˌlānē/) noun. —a mixture or collection of different things
A new Pastor’s Class begins on
Thursday, January 28th at 7pm in
Room A101. This class meets twice
per week on Thursdays and on
Sunday mornings during the Sunday
School hour -9:30 to 10:30am. This
15 session course covers the
teachings of the Bible as confessed
by the Lutheran Church. It is a
prerequisite for membership in the
Lutheran Church, but anyone is
welcome to attend. It is a great
refresher course. If you or someone
you know might be interested in
joining the class, please contact
Pastor Huebel or the church office at
carol.hibbs@messiahkerller.org.

Faith Lutheran Church, Plano will
host the annual North Texas
Free Conference on Friday and
Saturday, January 22-23.
The
theme of the conference is “Every
Life Has Value.” Professor Peter
Scaer from Concordia Theological
Seminary, Ft. Wayne and Mike
Spencer and Scott Klusendorf from
Life Training Institute in Colorado
Springs, will make presentations on
Planned Parenthood, Marriage and
other important issues.
The
conference schedule is posted on
the bulletin board in the pre-school
hallway.
_________________________

_________________________

The 2016 Flower Chart is
posted in the hall by the mailboxes.
You can sign up to provide our
chancel flowers to celebrate an
occasion or in memory of a loved
one. The cost is $50.00. After the
last service, the flowers are yours to
take home, or they can be donated.
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Birdville High School is presenting
Narnia: the Musical on
Thursday, Jan. 28—Saturday, Jan.
30 at 7:00pm, with an additional
matinee performance on Saturday at
2:00pm. Our own Alli Burk is in
the cast. For info and tickets, go to
stagehawks.org

Odd jobs abound!

We have
been blessed with a large and wellused facility. It’s rare to drive by and
not see at least one or two cars in
the parking lot—day or night. And
that is a wonderful thing! It also
means, however, wear and tear on
the buildings and property. If you
have any fix—it skills, even very
minimal, we could use your help.
Contact our Board of Trustees at
trustees@messiahkeller.org.
_________________________

Got books?

We do—and they
are here for you to use! Our library
is located on the second floor of our
academy wing, but it is not just for
school use. In fact, it was started
before we ever had a school! Your
library stays open all the time, has a
sweeping view of downtown Fort
Worth, is full of books, DVDs and
magazines for all ages to check out,
tables and chairs for studying, and
easy chairs for more relaxing
reading. Come, check it out!
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Messiah Lutheran Church & School

Real Men Follow Jesus - A
Retreat on Biblical Masculinity,
with Rev. Dr. Gary Zieroth

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod

1308 Whitley Rd. Keller, TX 76248
Church Office: (817) 431-2345
Academy Office: (817) 431-5486
Sunday Worship: 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class: 9:30 a.m.
Rev. Glenn Huebel, Senior Pastor
Rev. Thomas Chryst, Associate Pastor
Rev. Steven Cholak, Assistant Pastor
Mrs. Erika Mildred, MLCA Headmaster

www.messiahkeller.org

Applied Learning and Support) and
serves as an Adjunct Professor at the
Fort Wayne seminary. He has been
interviewed on Issues, Etc. and
KFUO on many subjects. He also
continues to publish sermons in
Concordia Pulpit Resources.
This one-day retreat will be held
from 8:30am – 6:30pm on
Saturday, January 16th, 2016 at
Messiah Lutheran Church, Keller,
Texas. Coffee, tea, snacks, lunch
and supper are included.
The retreat answers five big
questions and concludes with helpful
solutions:

We

live in a time of rapid
change and rampant confusion
when it comes to gender roles
and relationships. Some have
criticized the church itself for
adding the confusion, or at least
failing to clearly confess what the
Bible teaches on these matters.
How does the church view
masculinity from a biblical
framework, and what can we do
to promote a healthy
understanding of what it means to
be a Christian and a man?
Pastor Gary Zieroth serves as
Senior Pastor at St. John’s
Lutheran Church and School,
Chaska, Minnesota. He is Interim
Director of LCMS “PALS” (Post-
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1. Why Do Men Stay Away From
Church? Of the world’s major
religions, only western
Christianity has a consistent
shortage of men. Why?
2. What Is Biblical Masculinity?
Biblical examples from Adam to
Jesus show there are five
aspects of true masculinity.
3. How Has The Church Been
Identified With Femininity?
Before 1200 AD there were no
signs of imbalance between the
sexes in the life of the Church.
Since then three trends have
developed which drive men
away.

4. What Does A Real Man Look
Like? Has the Church developed
a misguided perception of Jesus
as the perfect Man? What is
“male passivity” and what has it
inflicted on the Church?
5. How Can The Church Help
Men? Men do need to step up to
the plate but it is important for
them to heal “wounds” from the
past and to find “spiritual fathers.”

A
Band
Of
Brothers
There are six good reasons to form
men’s groups so, as a “band of
brothers”, men can fight the good
fight of faith together.

Cost is $30/person (RSVP now; pay
at the door). RSVP and questions to
Pas tor
Tom
Chr ys t:
Pastor.Chryst@MessiahKeller.org

From Pastor Chryst: We've set up
a PayPal button for this event, so
you can pay your $30 registration
fee conveniently. Please RSVP as
soon as you can so we can get a
good headcount for meals
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