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This morning’s liturgy, hymns and bulletin are available  
in larger print.  Please see an usher for a copy. 

             

             For Our Visitors…. 
 
Welcome!  We encourage you to follow along with either the 
printed service, or with the hymnal. The page numbers for the hym-
nal are posted at the front of the sanctuary and on the next page. 
We realize it can take a while for newcomers to become familiar with 
our liturgy, so please feel free to ask someone near you for assis-
tance—he or she would be happy to help.  
 
We love children in our church!  But if your little 
one gets fussy you may use the cry room that is 

located at the north end of the hallway behind the sanctuary on your 
right.  You are able to see and hear the worship service from there.  We 
also have a nursery at the end of the long hall toward the fellowship hall 
(last door on the right), for mothers who need more privacy with nursing 
infants. We also have  "Quiet Bags" available for children to use during 
the service.  Please ask an usher or elder if you need assistance. The 
Quiet Bags are returned after the service.  
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated in our services today.  In this supper, our Lord Jesus 
Christ graciously feeds the humble sinner with His true body and blood for the forgiveness 
of sins.  Scripture clearly teaches that anyone who eats and drinks the body and blood of 
Christ without discerning that body and blood receives a judgment rather than a blessing 
from God (1 Cor. 11:29). Therefore, out of a Christian concern for souls, we require a thor-
ough instruction in the teachings of the Lutheran Church before participating in this Sacra-
ment.  Participation at the altar is also a testimony of unity of faith with all others who par-
take (1 Cor. 10:17).  Since unity at the altar presupposes unity in doctrine and confession 
(Acts 2:42), we kindly request that only those who are in confessional fellowship with 
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod participate. This includes active members in good 
standing of all sister Missouri-Synod congregations.  
 
We recognize that Closed Communion is a sensitive issue for many and have a brochure 
to explain it more thoroughly.  It is available in the narthex or from an usher.  If you have 
any questions or concerns, you are welcome to speak with our pastor.  However, we wel-
come  both children and adults who are not communicant members of the Lutheran Church 
to come to the altar during communion for a pastoral blessing.  Please indicate the request 
for a blessing by crossing your arms over your chest. 

 
Follow the QR code to visit our "Virtual Guestbook" and tell us about 
yourself and your visit with us today. We also have a physical guestbook 
in the narthex. 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany                    January 28, 2024 



Serving in God’s House Today 

The flowers that adorn the altar this morning are given to the glory of God by Ken and Mary Pederson.  

Divine Service—Setting Four—LSB 203 

Hymns: 
 

394, 842, 849 
 

 During Distribution: 
 

620, 400 

 

Sermon Title:  
“Knowledge vs. Love” 

 

Scripture:  
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

Organist: Miguel Ruiz  

Altar Guild: 
 
 
 

Angie Richmond  
Joan Burk  
Carol Hibbs  

Counters: Andrew Melesky 

 8:00 a.m.  10:45 a.m. 

Head Elder: Mark Boyd   Andrew Latham  

Head Usher: Chris Nietenhoefer   Tyson Bonty 

Acolytes: 
 

Crucifer/ 
Altar 

Assistant 

Baron Brandt  
 
Cory O’Dell  

 Nathan Munoz  
 
Evan Munoz  

        

           Our Lord Jesus Christ, True God In The Flesh, Cleanses Our  
           Consciences From Sin 

 
As He promised, the Lord our God has raised up “a prophet” like Moses, namely 
Jesus, our brother in the flesh. “To him you shall listen,” because the Word of the 
Lord is “in his mouth” (Deut. 18:15–18). Indeed, He is more than a prophet and 
more than a scribe of the Scriptures; He is the incarnate Word, and He speaks “a 
new teaching with authority” (Mark 1:22, 27). He enters “the synagogue” of His 
Church and provides true Sabbath rest, using His authority to silence and cast out 
“even the unclean spirits” (Mark 1:21–27). By His Word of the cross, He removes 
the accusations of the Law and of the devil, and He cleanses our consciences 
before God the Father, “from whom are all things and for whom we exist.” Hence, 

we are now set free from bondage and commended to God by the one Lord, Jesus Christ, “through whom 
are all things and through whom we exist” (1 Cor. 8:6). Therefore, use your freedom to care for your 
brothers and sisters, neither causing them to stumble nor wounding their consciences (1 Cor. 8:9–12), but 
cleansing and strengthening them with the Gospel. 

 
Prelude: 

“Allegro and Adagio,” from Voluntary no.8 in D 
minor – by John Stanley, Op.5; in babilone (“Son of 
God, Eternal Savior,”) – settings by Jacob B. Weber 

and Richard Heschke 
 

Postlude: 
“Fugue,” from Voluntary no.8 in D minor – by John 

Stanley, Op.5 

 
 
 
 

Anthem: [10:45am—LSB: 528] 
Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing,”  

Arr. Sandra Eithun 
 
 



 28: Zech. 6:1-7:14 
  Rom. 16:17-27 

29:  Zech 8:1-23 
  2 Tim. 1:1-18 

30:  Zech. 9:1-17 
  2 Tim. 2:1-26 

31:  Zech. 10:1-11:3 
  2 Tim. 3:1-17 

 

01:  Zech. 11:4-17 
  2 Tim. 4:1-18 

02:  Zech 12:1-13:9 
  Titus 1:1-2:6 

03:  Zech. 14:1-21 
  Titus 2:7-3:15 

04:  Job 1:1-22 
  John 1:1-18 

05:  Job 2:1-3:10 
  John 1:19-34 

06:  Job 3:11-26 
  John 1:35-51 

07:  Job 4:1-21 
  John 2:1-12 

08:  Job 5:1-27 
  John 2:13-25 

  

09:  Job 6:1-13 
  John 3:1-21 

10:  Job 6:14-30 
  John 3:22-4:6 

 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS:  January 28—February 10 

 

 

Many are the sorrows of the wicked, 
 but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts 
in the Lord. 

Blessèd is the one whose transgression is for- | 
given,* 
 whose sin is | covered. 
Blessèd is the man against whom the Lord 
counts no in- | iquity,* 
 and in whose spirit there is | no deceit. 
For when I kept silent, my bones wast- | ed away* 
 through my groaning | all day long. 
For day and night your hand was heavy up- | 
on me;* 
 my strength was dried up as by the heat of | 
summer. 
I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover 
my in- | iquity;* 
 I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the 
Lord,” and you forgave the iniquity | of my sin. 

 

 

 
 

 

Therefore let everyone who is godly offer 
prayer to you at a time when you | may be 
found;* 
 surely in the rush of great waters, they shall 
not | reach him. 
You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me 
from | trouble;* 
 you surround me with shouts of de- | liverance. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Many are the sorrows of the wicked, 
  but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts 
in the Lord. 

Collect of the Day 
 

Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so 
many dangers that in our frailty we cannot stand 
upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in 
all dangers and carry us through all temptations; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
 

Gradual: Psalm 117:1-2a; 96:8  
(Sung by Choir/Kantor) 
 

Praise the Lord, all nations! 
    Extol him, all peoples! 
For great is his steadfast love toward us, 
    and the faithfulness of the Lord endures 
forever. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
    bring an offering, and come into his courts!  

Introit: Psalm 32:1-2, 5-7; antiphon: v.10 



THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 

Today 01/28  - 
- 
- 
- 
- 

8:00am  
9:30am   

 
10:45am 
12:00pm 

- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

Divine Service—Streaming Live 
Sunday School—Streaming Live 
Confirmation 1 Class 
Divine Service  
Voters’ Meeting—Fellowship Hall 

Monday 01/29     - 
- 

8:15am 
9:30am 

- 
- 

 MLCA Daily Chapel [Monday—Thurs ~ All are Welcome] 
 Open Braille Workshop—MAC Building Braille Room 

Tuesday 01/30   - 
- 
- 

9:30am 
6:45pm 
7:00pm 

- 
- 
- 

 JOY Group—Fellowship Hall  
 Choir Practice—Sanctuary 
 Confirmation 2 & 3 [Reception Room & Fellowship Hall] 

Wednesday 01/31 - 
- 

3:30pm 
6:00pm 

- 
- 

 MLCA Chess Club—Fellowship Hall  
 Bells Practice 

Thursday 02/01 - 6:00pm - Women’s Bible Study—Reception Room 

Friday 02/02 -  -  

Saturday 02/03 - 
- 
-  

7:00am 
9:00am 
3:00pm 

- 
- 
- 

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study—Rosa’s Café on 377 
Leadership Orientation Meeting—Fellowship Hall 
MLCA Valentine’s Dance—Fellowship Hall  

 

Catechesis for the week of January 28 

What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
 

It is the true body and blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ under the bread and the wine, 
instituted by Christ Himself for us Chris-
tians to eat and to drink. 

Where is this written? 
 

The holy Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
Saint Paul write:  (sung) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on 
the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it 
to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 
body, which is given for you.  
 

This do in remembrance of Me.”  In the same way 
also He took the cup after supper, and when He 
he had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink of it all of you; this cup is the new testament 
in My blood, which is shed for you for the for-
giveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.” 
 

  Scripture:  Deuteronomy 6:6-7 
 

And these words that I command you today shall 
be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to 
your children, and shall talk of them when you sit 
in your house, and when you walk by the way, and 
when you lie down, and when you rise. 

 

                       RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
 
         Wes Niles  
 
    & 
 
                Lisa McLaughlin   
 
 

   Please welcome our new members after the service.  



 
Dena Harman’s cousin, Melinda Cagle, is having 
cancer surgery on Monday.  
 
We continue to pray for our members and 
loved ones battling cancer: Cheyenne 
Clemens, Bob Bizzell, Sarah Jarrett, Mike 
Vandergriff, Les Kaspar, Rev. Ernie Bernet, 
Harold Karner, Janie Peter. 
 

...also those with other illnesses and trials: 
Charlotte Carey, David Loeffler Sr., Bob Towers, 
Tera Brinkley, Pat Deardoff, Karen Kitzmann, 
Nikki O’Dell, Luis Sr. and Ramona Munoz, Jaana 
Phillips, Susan Copen, David Gruben, Priscilla 
Lindwedel, Annette Turbyfille, Richard Rigdon, 
Abby O’Neil, Dusty Ford, Sharon Loeffler, Mildred 
McLaughlin, Carmen Brannon, Jeremiah Brewer, 
Jacob Brewer, Ron and Barbara Busse, Dr. 
Laverne Fitch, Harold Karner, Martha Kitzmann, 
Bruce Lage, Bob Lemmon, Paul Maier Sr., Anne 
Meirt, Joe O'Neil, Paul Sawall, Wendell 
Wahlstedt. 
 

...and those who are unable to worship with 
us regularly: Ron Klingbeil, LaVina Goedecke, 
Janet Hazlehurst, Roger Isringhaus.  
 

…..all of our college students in and out of 
state: Katie Bolton, Olivia Bolton, Jared Brewer, 
James Buhler, Colby Carter, Helena Chryst, 
Seminarian David Christensen, Duran 
Crutchfield, Maranda Crutchfield, Dorian 
Crutchfield, Paul Hedman, Ethan Johnson, David  
Lee, Cole O'Dell, Ryan O’Dell, Aidan Richmond,  
David Preston, Seminarian Tanner Sawall, 
Madeline Stephens, Max Tonniges, Emily 
Torkelson.   
 

We remember all those serving our country, 
particularly our members and loved ones in 
the military: Carly Schwarzenburg, Jesus 
Aranda, Hannah Kajer, Nicolas Towers, Tony 
Bourassa, Tyler Burk, David Cantrell, Cassie 
Gessling, Joseph Kajer, Seth Kirch, Andrew 
Latham, Matthew Latham, Andrew Lowry, 
Hannah Pinkston, Brandon Towers, Chaplain 
Paul Weber, Frank Wilde, Chaplain Peter J. 
Williams.  

 
We also pray for... 
• Our educational ministry, especially our 

Academy, Sunday School, and Catechumens.  
• Fellow Messiah members, married couples and 

children, young couples, singles, and Pastor 
Chryst.   

• The voters, church council, and leaders of 
Messiah church and school as they deliberate 
on the work the Lord has given His people to 
do. 

• Our brothers and sisters in Christ around the 
world being persecuted for their faith. 

• The spread of the Gospel around our nation 
and world and the work of our missionaries and 
relief workers.  

• Rev. Solomon Yadessa and his work with the 
Multi-Ethnic Ministry of North Texas.  

• Mr. Phillip Magness and his work in Africa, and 
Rev. Charles Ferry in Asia, through the LCMS. 

• Our Braille ministry, that the Word will continue 
to reach blind or visually impaired people 
around the world, and for more volunteers to 
make it possible.  

• The Swaddling Clothes ministry and those who 
come seeking assistance. 

• Those studying at seminary, including David 
Christensen, Tanner Sawall and Patrick and 
Grace Randolph as they prepare to serve in 
the Holy Ministry. 

• Prayers for peace in the Middle East and 
Ukraine.  

Pastor Chryst: pastor.chryst@messiahkeller.org                            
Director of Parish Music: miguel.ruiz@messiahkeller.org      
MLCA Office:  schooloffice@mlcatexas.org               
MLCA Preschool: schooloffice@mlcatexas.org 
School Board Chair: schoolboardchairman@mlcatexas.org  
Board of Trustees: trustees@messiahkeller.org  

Church Office: churchoffice@messiahkeller.org                               
Church Office Administrator: jaana.phillips@messiahkeller.org  
Church Office Assistant: gayle.hashagen@messiahkeller.org     
Financial Director: Jinel.munoz@messiahkeller.org                     
Financial Secretary: financial.secretary@messiahkeller.org 
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The Quarterly Voters’ Meeting will be 
held next today immediately following the 
late service, in the Fellowship Hall at 
12pm. All members of Messiah are 
encouraged to attend.  If you have 

questions for the acting MLC President, contact Jason 
Allen at  ja_allen@hotmail.com. 

  
The Women’s Bible Study will start on 
Thursday, Feb 1st at 6:00pm in the 
Reception Room. We will study from the 
Lifelight series the books James and Jude 

over a 9-week course. To purchase a book and for 
more information contact Joan Burk at 817-797-3215.  

 
Messiah’s Leadership Service 
Orientation: All existing officers and newly 
elected MLC leaders are asked to attend a 
Service Orientation on Saturday, February 
3rd, from 9am-12:30pm. (Lunch will be 

provided) This annual training will include our existing 
church leadership and help the newly nominated 
members transition into their elected roles.  An email 
with further information will be sent out following the 
Voters’ Meeting. For questions, please contact Luke 
Palmer at lbamm53@gmail.com.  
 
Pastor's Class: Beginning February 15th Messiah is 
offering our Spring "Pastor's Class", Thursday nights 
from 6-8pm. The class is especially for those interested 
in becoming Lutheran and seeking membership at 
Messiah, but is also open to current members and 
usually lasts about 8 weeks. For questions, or if you 
are interested in joining, please email 
ChurchOffice@MessiahKeller.org. 

The 2024 Flower Chart is up in the 
preschool hallway outside the copy room.  
The flowers that adorn the altar each Sunday 
are donated by congregation members.  To 
choose the date to contribute flowers, simply 
write your name next to the Sunday date that 

you desire and list how you want it designated such as 
a birthday, baptism, wedding anniversary, or in 
memory of a loved one.  The donor and occasion are 
noted each week in the bulletin.  Each Sunday’s 
flowers (2 vases) cost $50. You may write a check or 
pay in cash marked with “flowers” on the memo line or 
cash envelope.  Donors may take the flowers home 
following the second service on Sunday. Thank you.  
 

Pregnancy Help 4U Update: With your 
support, Pregnancy Help 4 U has been 
doing incredible work! In 2023, the center 
conducted a total of 1,397 pregnancy tests, 
1,763 sonograms, 401 STI tests, 610 

parenting classes, 101 telehealth appointments, 505 
Biblical based counseling opportunities, with 283 
individuals coming to Christ and 657 women who 
chose life over abortion! Additionally, the center gave 
away 98,053 baby essential items, contributing to the 
well-being of families in need. Thank you for helping 
our clients through Swaddling Clothes and praying for 
families in our community. You can also learn more 
and get involved with Sanctity of Human Life Sunday 
here: https://ph4upartners.org/sohl/.  

 
Baby Bottle Campaign: In observance of “Life 
Sunday”, our baby bottle campaign is 
underway. To help PH4U continue their free 
services, you may donate funds through their 
annual campaign by taking home a baby bottle 

from the basket in the narthex and return with cash, 
coins, or checks (made out to Pregnancy Help 4U) by 
February 11th. PH4U thanks you for your continued 
support!  

 
LUTHERAN SINGLES CRUISE: Set sail 
on a spiritual adventure August 1-5, with 
a four-day Lutheran Singles Cruise 
(ages 21-41) hosted by Rev. Bryan 
Wolfmueller. This journey is designed for 

connection and fellowship, offering daily devotions, 
Bible studies, and opportunities to meet like-minded 
singles. Embrace this chance to deepen your faith, 
make new friends, and enjoy the beauty of the sea. 
Learn more at www.wolfmueller.co/cruise. For 
information talk to John or Vera Sweet or email 
vsweet328@gmail.com. 

 
A LIFE THOUGHT IN THE CHURCH YEAR 
for January 28 – Epiphany IV: Gospel-
motivated voices have the privilege – and the 
responsibility – to proclaim the whole counsel 
of God. Those who speak otherwise dabble in 

judgment and condemnation (Deuteronomy 18:20). 
The Scriptures and the Savior have graciously made 
clear – with “shalls” and “shall-nots” – His jealous 
devotion to the survival and salvation of every human 
life. We get to repeat and rejoice in it, especially for the 
sake of the weaker ones (1 Corinthians 8:12). 

 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE:   Last Sunday:  8:00am: 93    10:45am: 179 ( 272 Total)   
Sunday School: 92  WEEKLY OFFERINGS: $8,144.24     (Including online giving to Gen. Fund)   
 

 

You may use this QR code for your convenience if you would like to give  
to Messiah. It will direct you to our Vanco System for electronic giving. 
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Old Testament:  Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

15“The Lord your God will raise up for you a 
prophet like me from among you, from 
your brothers—it is to him you shall 
listen— 16just as you desired of the Lord 
your God at Horeb on the day of the 
assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear 
again the voice of the Lord my God or see 
this great fire any more, lest I die.’ 17And 
the Lord said to me, ‘They are right in what 
they have spoken. 18I will raise up for them 
a prophet like you from among their 
brothers. And I will put my words in his 
mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I 
command him. 19And whoever will not 
listen to my words that he shall speak in my 
name, I myself will require it of him. 20But 
the prophet who presumes to speak a word 
in my name that I have not commanded 
him to speak, or who speaks in the name of 
other gods, that same prophet shall die.’” 

 

Epistle:  1 Corinthians 8:10-13 

 

 1Concerning food offered to idols: we 
know that “all of us possess knowledge.” 
This “knowledge” puffs up, but love builds 
up. 2If anyone imagines that he knows 
something, he does not yet know as he 
ought to know. 

3
But if anyone loves God, 

he is known by God. 
 4Therefore, as to the eating of food 
offered to idols, we know that “an idol has 
no real existence,” and that “there is no 
God but one.” 5For although there may be 
so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as 
indeed there are many “gods” and many 
“lords”— 6yet for us there is one God, the 
Father, from whom are all things and for 
whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
through whom are all things and through 
whom we exist. 

 7However, not all possess this knowledge. 
But some, through former association with 
idols, eat food as really offered to an idol, 
and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 
8Food will not commend us to God. We are  

 
 
no worse off if we do not eat, and no better 
off if we do. 9But take care that this right of 
yours does not somehow become a 
stumbling block to the weak. 10For if anyone 
sees you who have knowledge eating in an 
idol’s temple, will he not be encouraged, if 
his conscience is weak, to eat food offered 
to idols? 11And so by your knowledge this 
weak person is destroyed, the brother for 
whom Christ died. 12Thus, sinning against 
your brothers and wounding their 
conscience when it is weak, you sin against 
Christ. 13Therefore, if food makes my brother 
stumble, I will never eat meat, lest I make my 
brother stumble. 
 

 
Holy Gospel:  Mark 1:21-28 

21
They went into Capernaum, and 

immediately on the Sabbath [Jesus] entered 
the synagogue and was teaching. 22And they 
were astonished at his teaching, for he 
taught them as one who had authority, and 
not as the scribes. 23And immediately there 
was in their synagogue a man with an 
unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24“What 
have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 
Have you come to destroy us? I know who 
you are—the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus 
rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come 
out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, 
convulsing him and crying out with a loud 
voice, came out of him. 27And they were all 
amazed, so that they questioned among 
themselves, saying, “What is this? A new 
teaching with authority! He commands even 
the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 
28And at once his fame spread everywhere 
throughout all the surrounding region of 
Galilee. 

 
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

January 28, 2024 


