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(Hymns are from the Lutheran Service Book) 

 
THE PRELUDE                      “Adagio for Strings”                      Barber 
 
WELCOME AND GREETING 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
P: Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family, for whom 

our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given 
into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; 
who now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, forever and ever. 

C: Amen. 
 
OPENING HYMN     “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain           #435 

 

 

 

 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
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THE FIRST READING                                                      Luke 22:39-23:1 
(Jesus prays on the Mount of Olives) 

Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples 
followed him. On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that 
you will not fall into temptation.” He withdrew about a stone’s 
throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, “Father, if you are 
willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be 
done.” An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened 
him. And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his 
sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground. When he rose 
from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them asleep, 
exhausted from sorrow. “Why are you sleeping?” he asked them. 
“Get up and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.” While 
he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was 
called Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them. He approached 
Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus asked him, “Judas, are you betraying 
the Son of Man with a kiss?” When Jesus’ followers saw what was 
going to happen, they said, “Lord, should we strike with our 
swords?” And one of them struck the servant of the high priest, 
cutting off his right ear. But Jesus answered, “No more of this!” 
And he touched the man’s ear and healed him. Then Jesus said to 
the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard, and the elders, 
who had come for him, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have 
come with swords and clubs? Every day I was with you in the 
temple courts, and you did not lay a hand on me. But this is your 
hour—when darkness reigns.”  Then seizing him, they led him 
away and took him into the house of the high priest. Peter 
followed at a distance.  And when some there had kindled a fire in 
the middle of the courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat 
down with them.  A servant girl saw him seated there in the 
firelight. She looked closely at him and said, “This man was with 
him.”  But he denied it. “Woman, I don’t know him,” he said.  A 
little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of 
them.” “Man, I am not!” Peter replied. About an hour later 
another asserted, “Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a 
Galilean.”  Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking 
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about!” Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed.  The Lord 
turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the 
word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows 
today, you will disown me three times.”  And he went outside and 
wept bitterly.  The men who were guarding Jesus began mocking 
and beating him.  They blindfolded him and demanded, 
“Prophesy! Who hit you?”  And they said many other insulting 
things to him.  At daybreak the council of the elders of the people, 
both the chief priests and the teachers of the law, met together, 
and Jesus was led before them.  “If you are the Messiah,” they 
said, “tell us.” Jesus answered, “If I tell you, you will not believe 
me, and if I asked you, you would not answer.  But from now on, 
the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the mighty 
God.”  They all asked, “Are you then the Son of God?” He replied, 
“You say that I am.”  Then they said, “Why do we need any more 
testimony? We have heard it from his own lips.” Then the whole 
assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. 
  
The Second Reading                                                        Luke 23:13-25 

(Jesus is condemned) 
Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the 
people, and said to them, “You brought me this man as one who 
was inciting the people to rebellion. I have examined him in your 
presence and have found no basis for your charges against 
him.  Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us; as you can 
see, he has done nothing to deserve death.  Therefore, I will 
punish him and then release him.”  But the whole crowd shouted, 
“Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!” (Barabbas had 
been thrown into prison for an insurrection in the city, and for 
murder.)  Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them 
again. But they kept shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” For the 
third time he spoke to them: “Why? What crime has this man 
committed? I have found in him no grounds for the death penalty. 
Therefore I will have him punished and then release him.” But 
with loud shouts they insistently demanded that he be crucified, 
and their shouts prevailed. So Pilate decided to grant their 
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demand.  He released the man who had been thrown into prison 
for insurrection and murder, the one they asked for, and 
surrendered Jesus to their will. 
 
MUSICAL SELECTION            “Near the Cross”         

Cathy Carson, Sharon Schmetzer 
 
THE FIRST CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
 
The Third Reading                                                           Mark 15:15-20 

(Jesus is treated harshly) 
 Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. 
He had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.  The 
soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) 
and called together the whole company of soldiers.  They put a 
purple robe on him, then twisted together a crown of thorns and 
set it on him.  And they began to call out to him, “Hail, king of the 
Jews!”  Again and again they struck him on the head with a staff 
and spit on him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage to 
him.  And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple 
robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to 
crucify him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 
 

HYMN                  “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted”                   #451 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
 
The Fourth Reading                                                         John 19:16-17 

(Jesus carries His cross) 
Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. So the 
soldiers took charge of Jesus.  Carrying his own cross, he went out 
to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). 
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HYMN                     “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”                      #427 

 

 

 
                 

 

THE THIRD CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
 

The Fifth Reading                                                             Luke 23:27-31 
(Jesus meets the women) 

A large number of people followed him, including women who 
mourned and wailed for him. Jesus turned and said to 
them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for 
yourselves and for your children.  For the time will come when 
you will say, ‘Blessed are the childless women, the wombs that 
never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ Then ‘they will say 
to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!”  For if 
people do these things when the tree is green, what will happen 
when it is dry?” 
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HYMN             “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”               #425 

 

 

 
 
 

THE FOURTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
 

The Sixth Reading                              Mark 15:22-23; John 19:18-25 
(Jesus is nailed to the cross) 

They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means 
“the place of the skull”).  Then they offered him wine mixed with 
myrrh, but he did not take it. There they crucified him, and with 
him two others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle. Pilate 
had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF 
NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. Many of the Jews read this 
sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, 
and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek.  The chief 
priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of 
the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of the 
Jews.”  Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have 
written.”  When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, 
dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, with the 
undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in 
one piece from top to bottom.  “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one 
another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” This happened that 
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the scripture might be fulfilled that said, “They divided my clothes 
among them and cast lots for my garment.”  So this is what the 
soldiers did. Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his 
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 
 
HYMN                   “Alas!  And Did My Savior Bleed”                   #437  

 

 

 
 

THE FIFTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
 
THE SEVEN LAST WORDS OF JESUS FROM THE CROSS 
 
THE FIRST WORD                                Mark 15:25, 27-28; Luke 23:34 
It was nine in the morning when they crucified him. They crucified 
two rebels with him, one on his right and one on his left.  Jesus 
said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 
doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 
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HYMN     “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken”     #439  

 

 

 

 
 
 

THE SIXTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
 
THE SECOND WORD                           Mark 15:29, 32; Luke 23:39-43 
Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads 
and saying, “So! You who are going to destroy the temple and 
build it in three days.  Let this Messiah, this king of Israel, come 
down now from the cross, that we may see and believe.” Those 
crucified with him also heaped insults on him.  One of the 
criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the 
Messiah? Save yourself and us!”  But the other criminal rebuked 
him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same 
sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our 
deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.”  Then he 
said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.” Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be 
with me in paradise.” 
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HYMN                          “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now”                       #440  

 

 

 

 
 
THE SEVENTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
 

THE THIRD WORD                                                            John 19:25-27 
Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary 
the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his 
mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, 
he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” and to the 
disciple, “Here is your mother.”  From that time on, this disciple 
took her into his home. 
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HYMN                           “O Perfect Life of Love”                           #452  

 

 
 
THE EIGHTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
 

THE FOURTH WORD                                                       Mark 15:33-34 
At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon. And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud 
voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?”). 
 
HYMN                     “Jesus, in Your Dying Woes”                          #447  

 

 

 
Tune: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004386 

 
THE NINTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
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THE FIFTH WORD                                                                    John 19:28 
Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that 
Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 
 
HYMN                        “Jesus, in Your Dying Woes”                       #447  

 

 

 
Tune: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004386 

 

 

THE TENTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
 
THE SIXTH WORD                                            Mark 15:36; John 19:30 
Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, 
and offered it to Jesus to drink. “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if 
Elijah comes to take him down,” he said.  When he had received 
the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head 
and gave up his spirit. 
 

MUSICAL SELECTION     “On the Via Dolorosa”     Choral Ensemble 
 

THE ELEVENTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
 
THE SEVENTH WORD                        Matthew 17:51, 54; Luke 23:46 
At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from 
top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split. When the 
centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the 
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earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and 
exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!”  Jesus called out with 
a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When 
he had said this, he breathed his last. 
 
HYMN                   “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”                  #449  

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004386 

 
THE TWELFTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
 
THE LAST WORD                Mark 15:42-46; Matthew 27:57-60 
It was Preparation Day (that is, the day before the Sabbath). So as 
evening approached, Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member 
of the Council, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, 
went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body.  Pilate was 
surprised to hear that he was already dead. Summoning the 
centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already died.  When he 
learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to 
Joseph. So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, 
wrapped it in the linen, and placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. 
Then he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb.   
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LORD’S PRAYER  (Spoken softly) 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever 
and ever.  
Amen. 

 

HYMN                                 “Were You There”                                #456  

 

 

 

 
 
 

THE THIRTEENTH CANDLE (symbolizing Christ) is removed from 
the altar (symbolizing the cross), is taken from the worship area 
(symbolizing Calvary), and is returned to the chancel area and 
placed near the baptismal font area (symbolizing the tomb). 
 



16 
 

The sound of the strepitus is heard, a harsh noise signifying the 
earthquake at the crucifixion, the closing of the tomb, and the 
clash between God and Satan. 
 
POSTLUDE          “John 19:41  (from Jesus Christ Superstar”         
 


