
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

We began the season of Lent on Ash Wednesday, February 14.  I 

found it quite appropriate having Ash Wednesday on Valentine’s Day.  

“Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for 

his friends.”  John 15:13 
 

Lent is a forty-day journey culminating on Good Friday with the cruci-

fixion of Jesus for our sins, and then Easter Sunday where we can cel-

ebrate not only the forgiveness of our sins but, because of Christ’s 

resurrection, we have the promise of life everlasting.  At our Midweek 

Lenten services, we have been looking at the Seven Signs of Jesus in John’s Gospel.  We started with the Raising 

of Lazarus on Ash Wednesday.  The Pastors participating are Pastor Mark Etter; Pastor Greg Enterline from 

Grace Lutheran; and Pastor Everette Greene serving Immanuel Lutheran and Trinity Lutheran.    
 

As mentioned earlier, the first Wednesday in Lent is called Ash Wednesday.  Ash Wednesday gets its name from 

the medieval custom of penitents coming to the church on this day in sackcloth and with naked feet.  After fin-

ishing their prayers, they threw ashes, made from blessed palms from the previous Palm Sunday, over their 

heads.  Ashes bring forth the idea that “dust we are and to dust we will return.”  Because of sin we are deserving 

of death.  The wearing of sackcloth and ashes is a sign of a repentant and contrite heart. 
 

During Lent, besides the imposition of ashes, we also omit the singing of Alleluia in worship.  During Lent we talk 

a lot about how we are sinful, undeserving of God’s Grace and Mercy.  Why do we do that?  Certainly, Scripture 

does not mandate any of these practices.  There are many things that we do in worship that are neither mandat-

ed nor forbidden.  Some practices date back to the early Christian church and some practices came about in re-

cent history.  Much of what we do is an attempt to get us to focus on the fact that we are sinful but through Je-

sus Christ our Lord we have forgiveness and eternal life.  Some people also give something up for Lent.  Once 

again, the practice isn’t mandated in Scripture, but the intent is to sacrifice in some small way to remind us of 

the great sacrifice borne by Jesus Christ our Lord.  The reality is that a lot of what we have in worship – architec-

ture, art, vestments, paraments – are all for the sole purpose of focusing our attention on what is most im-

portant and that is the forgiveness of sins and the promise of life everlasting won for us through the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

One thing we could do is, instead of giving something up for Lent, take something on.  Do something for some-

one that you would not normally do.  Make an effort to reflect the love of Jesus in our dealing with one another.  

In this way the sacrifice that we make is the “sacrificing of ourselves.” 
 

Blessings to you throughout this Lenten season.  May God bless you now and always. 

In Christ’s name, 
 

Pastor Allen Stuckwisch 
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We are a 21st century mission church “Living Jesus, 

Sharing Jesus” in our community and world. 

From the Pastor 

Palm Sunday, March 24, 8:30 & 10:45 AM 
Maundy Thursday, March 28, 7 PM 
Good Friday, March 29, 7 PM 
Easter Saturday Vigil, March 30, 5:30 PM 
Easter Sunday, Resurrection of Our Lord, March 31, 8:30 & 10:45 AM 



From the Elders 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Feb28 Lenten Dinner (Leadership spon-
sor) and Service 

March 6 -Lenten Dinner (Stephen Minis-
try Group sponsor) and Service 

March 13 -- Dinner  and  Service 
March 16  Family Event — “Best Soup” 
March 19  Election Day 
March 20 -- Dinner (Ladies Bible Group 

sponsor) and Service 
March 24 Palm Sunday 
March  28 Maundy Thursday 
March 29  Good Friday 
March 30 Easter Vigil 
March 31 Easter— 
                Feast of the Resurrection  
                Easter breakfast between  
                 services 

“What will you take on?”  

What can you do for God’s kingdom  

during this season of reflection  

and recommitment?  

LENT - What are you giving up? 

The practice of fasting (or “giving something up”) during 

Lent is not required for Lutherans because it is not 

commanded in Holy Scripture, but giving up things for 

Lent is a long-standing tradition in the Western 

Church. Most people do this to prepare for observing 

and celebrating Easter with the experience of suffering 

through self-denial.  

Perhaps we should look at journeying through Lent in a 

way that brings us to a deeper understanding and appre-

ciation of Christ’s work?  Perhaps we should stop giving 

up things for Lent and use this sacred time to take up 

things instead. This might include taking up a daily devo-

tion or meditative prayer.  If we’ve been away from the 

gathering of God’s people in worship, we could take up 

participating in service on Sundays as well as the mid-

week Lenten services. What a difference Lent could be 

for us and make in us if we would take up reading God’s 

Word daily, intentionally speaking the Gospel to one per-

son a week, or showing the love of Christ to the poor and 

needy through acts of mercy.  

During this season of Lent, let us consider taking up in-

stead of giving up. Taking up our crosses involves look-

ing beyond our self-interests, desires, and actions and 

finding joy, peace, security, and purpose in God’s love.  

May God bless you during this Lenten season. 

the Elders - Jean Floyd, Randy Gross, Pat Magill,  

         John Micheal, Joan Ramahi 

Music at Messiah:  
The Clifton-Clef Music Club will meet at  

Messiah on  
Tuesday, March 5 at 1:00 p.m.  

Come hear a concert  
featuring  

clarinet, flute, voice, and piano.  
 

Join us for a concert and dessert 

http://p.m.to/
http://p.m.to/
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From the Congregation President 

March is here. Hopefully the snow and ridiculously cold weather are behind us, although it's been a fair-

ly mild winter, to this point. Plants will start to bloom. Lawns will soon need mowing. We can officially be 

outside again, without risk of hypothermia.  
 

We are in the season of Lent. Every Wednesday at 6pm we will be having a dinner before service. The 

youth kicked us off on Ash Wednesday with homemade pizza. A different group will host the dinners 

each week. Come join us for food and fellowship before church at 7pm. 
 

On Saturday, March 16th we will have our first Soup Cook-Off following the church service, roughly 

around 6:30pm. Look for more details in the E-News and bulletin. 
 

Easter Sunday is March 31st this year. The youth will be making and serving breakfast again. Scrambled 

eggs, sausage, pancakes, casseroles and more will all be served. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

Blessings,  

Shawn Horner 
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OWLS 

When: March 16 after the 5:30 service.  Everyone is invited to partic-

ipate.  Is your soup “The Favorite”, “The Most Unique/Usual”, or maybe 

another category?  There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board in the 

narthex, so please sign up to bring a soup or a side or sign up to just 

come (so we have an idea of attendance ).  Enjoy the soups. 

Book Club: We will meet at the home of Barb Degenhardt, 3547 

Leesford Lane, Hamilton, OH 45011 on Sunday, March 17 at 2:30 p.m. 

The book for the month is Anxious People by Fredrik Backman (A Man 

Called Ove). A bank robber holds open house attendees hostage, then 

vanishes, leaving police baffled. Another quirky story by Swedish author 

Backman. Netflix has a movie also based on this book. Come join us for a 

lively discussion! 

Tri-County SOUL Ministries: We continue to serve additional clients each 

month. We actually served over 4,000 more clients in 2023 than we did in 

2022!  Please remember us with donations of food or money as this ministry benefits 

our neighbors in need. 

OWLS: We will meet on Mar. 19 at 12:30 p.m. for dessert (provided) and 

coffee to hear “A Soldier’s Story” by Deanna Beineke who volunteers with 

the Fort Thomas Museum in Ft. Thomas, KY. She will bring memorabilia 

and highlight stories for various service people. Please join us and bring a 

friend! 

SPRING WORKDAY 
 

We are planning a workday for March 23rd. We have lots of projects that we 

would like to complete to make our sanctuary look its best for Palm Sunday 

and Easter. Projects include yard work and mulching around the 

outside of the church as well as preparing the inside of the sanctuary for the 

spring and summer. “Many hands will make light work.” Please come and 

bring any gardening tools you may have (rakes, shovels, trimmers, wheelbar-

rows, etc.) We will start at 9 AM. Coffee and donuts will be available before-

hand.  In case of rain, we will reschedule the workday for March 

30th.  Watch our website and Facebook page for cancellation information. 
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Mission Trip 2011 

Volunteers Needed for Election 
 

There is a primary election being held here at Messiah on Tuesday, March 

19th. We are looking for members to volunteer a bit of their time either on Mon-

day evening (March 18th; someone with a key) or Tuesday. The church's policy 

is that someone from Messiah must be present at all times while election work-

ers are in the building. Please see the sign-up sheet in the office. Your help is 

greatly appreciated. 

2024 Outreach Calendar 
Mar 13                      Prince of Peace Dinner 

Mar 19                      Primary Election - Snacks & Poll Worker Lunch 

May                           Greenhills Coop Preschool Teacher Appreciation Lunch                    

Jun 12                       Prince of Peace Dinner 

Jun 28                       VBS Closing Cookout 

July 17                       Prince of Peace Cookout Dinner 

Aug 6                         Special Election - Snacks & Poll Worker Lunch 

Sept                           Greenhills Coop Preschool Meet the Teacher Night 

Sept 11                     Prince of Peace Dinner 

Oct                             Greenhills HarvestFest   

Oct 19?                     Messiah Oktoberfest Community Meal 

Oct 23                       Prince of Peace Oktoberfest Style Dinner 

Nov 5                        General Election - Snacks & Poll Worker Lunch 

Nov 20                      Prince of Peace Pre-Thanksgiving Dinner 

Dec                            Greenhills Light-up the Commons 

Jan 31st the Youth Group served a Wednesday evening meal at Prince of Peace. Rich Rutz 

made pulled Pork sandwiches. Serving the meal were Pat, Diane, Owen and Poppy 

Magill, Rich and Lauren Rutz, Joan Ramahi and Pastor.  

Feb 14th Jim Worachek was a substitute driver for Meals on Wheels and delivered 12 

weekly meal packs to Senior Shut-ins.  

Commissioning of the Stephen Ministry leaders January 30, 2024 
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Save the Date!  

June 24-28, 9-Noon 

V a c a t i o n  B i b l e  S c h o o l  

Registration for students opens 

soon — 

Contact Cathy Carson  

cathycarson82@gmail.com    

513-824-1241 if you can help 

with VBS 

J O I N  T H E  F U N  

Music - 
Thank you to everyone who shared their talents for worship in February. 

We’ve heard a variety of solos, duets, and ensembles.  

 

During Lent, we will have music at all of our Wednesday services, as well 

as our Saturday services and Sundays at 8:30. We are also planning for 

Holy Week services and Easter Sunday worship. If you would like to play or 

sing, either in an ensemble or as a soloist, please contact Cathy. Interested in playing 

handbells? Let Cathy know.   cathycarson82@gmail.com   513-824-1241 

Sunday School — Children and youth have shared things that help 

them focus on God, like favorite music and special jewelry. We’ve talked 

about technology and how it can be a tool to help our faith grow. Our chil-

dren love playing the handbells and we’re learning how to read music so 

we can play more challenging songs. Some Sundays, we divide into two 

groups and our teachers lead students in age appropriate activities and 

discussions.  
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Altar Flowers 
The following families have signed 

up for March 
Bird, Hiler, Dumke, Vanderpool  

Please remit your payment of $40 
to 

 “Messiah  

Altar  

Society”  
and place in the  

Altar Society mailbox  
in the church office. 

Thank You! 

 
The flowers must be paid for  

before the order is placed 

 M e s s e n g e r  D e a d l i n e  for the  April 

issue is  

March15.  

Send articles to clherron1@gmail.com 

1 Ryan Capal 
4 Mitch Duell 
5 Elena Yeatts 
6 Karyn Todd 
7 Abigail Wolford 
7 Alex Marque 
8 Keith Hamilton 
10 Melinda Kenyon 
11 Cassandra Staten 
14 Benjamin Priebe 
14 Courtney Valerius 
15 Jayson Schuesler 
16 Philip Harrison 
18 Colin McGuire 
19 Laura Schuerman 
24 Jade Reupert 
26 John Bennett 
27 Sarah Farler 

12 Chris and Karen Berndt 
13 Nancy and Dale Beckman 
17 John and Lynn Hiler 
19 Tom and Madge Mueller 
20 Bill and Anne Nolan 
25 Bob and Eileen Tanis 
28 John and Courtney Valerius 

2024 

Why should we observe Lent? This 40-day season of 

repentance and reflection that begins on Ash 

Wednesday has three important purposes.  
 

Lent helps us STOP, LOOK and LISTEN. 
 

We observe Lent because it tells us to STOP and 

rest awhile — and to stop sinning. Lent tells us to 

LOOK inward for an honest self-examination, to look 

upward to see the cross of Jesus with healing and 

love, and to look forward to the hope of the Resur-

rection. And we observe Lent because it tells us to 

LISTEN — to the voice of God, the words of Christ 

and the movement of the Holy Spirit. 
 

STOP, LOOK and LISTEN! These commands that are so crucial 

for travel safety are also important for our journey through 

Lent. 



Messiah Messenger       8                                                                    March 2024 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1   World Day 
of    
Prayer 

2 

8:00am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 

9:00am Elders 
5:30pm Traditional  
      Communion  
       Service 
 

3 

8:30am Traditional 
         Communion 
         Worship Service 
 9:30am  Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary 

Communion 
         Service 
 

4 5 

7:30pm Band   and 
Vocals 

 
 

6 

10:15am Ladies’ 
Bible Study 

6:00pm Lenten 
Dinner 

7:00pm Lenten 
Worship 

7 8 9 

9:00am Leadership   
Board 

5:30pm Traditional  
      Communion  
       Service 

10 

8:30am Traditional 
         Communion 
         Worship Service 
 9:30am  Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary 

Communion 
         Service 

11 12 

7:30pm Band   and 
Vocals 

13 

10:15am Ladies’ 
Bible Study 

6:00pm Lenten 
Dinner 

7:00pm Lenten 
Worship 

14 15 16 

5:30pm Traditional  
      Communion  
       Service 
Family Event— 
     Soup Cook off 

17 

8:30am Traditional 
         Communion 
         Worship Service 
 9:30am  Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary 

Communion 
         Service 

18 19 

7:30pm Band   and 
Vocals 

20 

10:15am Ladies’ 
Bible Study 

6:00pm Lenten 
Dinner 

7:00pm Lenten 
Worship 

21 22 23 

9:00am Spring Work 
Day 

5:30pm Traditional  
      Communion  
       Service 

24 

8:30am Traditional 
         Communion 
         Worship Service 
 9:30am  Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary 

Communion 
         Service 

25 26 

7:30pm Band  and 
Vocals 

27 28 
 
7:00pm Communion  
             Worship  
             Service 

29 
 
7:00pm  
Worship  
Service 

30 
 

5:30pm Easter Vigil 
      Communion  
       Service 

31 

8:30am Traditional 
         Communion 
         Worship Service 
 9-10:30 Easter Breakfast 
10:45am Contemporary 

Communion 
         Service 

      

March 2024 

Feast of the Resurrection 

Palm Sunday 

Daylight saving time begins 

First day of spring 

Maundy Thursday   Good Friday 
Easter Vigil 

 


