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M e s s e n g e r  
Februar y 2023 

10416 Bossi Lane 

Cincinnati, OH  45218 

www.messiahgrh.org 

(513)-825-4768 
We are a 21st century mission church “Living Jesus, 

Sharing Jesus” in our community and world. 

From the Pastor 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

This year seems to be moving fast.  Christmas was not 

long ago, we are in the midst of the season of Epiphany, 

and Lent will begin in just a few weeks (February 22) with 

Ash Wednesday.   
 

The very first Sunday in February will be a one worship 

Sunday with Bible Study at 9:00, worship at 10:00, and 

luncheon immediately following worship, and then a Con-

gregational Event beginning at about 12:00 p.m. 
 

The Congregational Event is an opportunity for the mem-

bers of our congregation to brainstorm ideas and minis-

tries for Messiah Lutheran Church.  A few months ago we 

began a process called “Ministry Clarity.”  Pastor Tom 

Eggebrecht met with several of our members to lay out a 

plan to develop Ministry Goals for our church.  We took 

our Mission/Guiding Statement – “Living Jesus and Shar-

ing Jesus in our Community and World.”  Based on this 

guiding statement four Pillars, to which all of our minis-

tries point, were developed.  Our four pillars are 

“Growing,” “Living,” “Connecting,” and “Sharing.”   
  

Through the power of the Holy Spirit we want our mem-

bers and community to “Grow” in their relationship with 

Jesus.  We also want to “Live” out our faith in acts of kind-

ness toward one another.  We want to “Connect” with peo-

ple in our church and outside of our church.  In all of this 

we want to “Share” the love of Jesus.   

We will develop specific goals based on the ideas shared 

at this Congregational Event that we can present at our 

Voter’s Meeting that will then be our Ministry Plan for the 

future.  Please plan on attending our Congregational 

Event on February 5.  As with everything, please keep the 

members and ministry of Messiah Lutheran Church in 

your prayers. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Allen Stuckwisch     



 

From the Elders 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Feb 5 One worship service  
           Lunch at 11:15 
           Mission Clarity meeting 
Feb 7  Clifton Clef Music Club 
Feb 21 OWLS 
Feb 22 Ash Wednesday 
Feb 26 Book Club 
Mar 1   Lenten Dinner and Service 
Mar 8   Lenten Dinner and Service 
Mar 15 Lenten Dinner and Service 
Mar 22 Lenten Dinner and Service 
Mar 29 Lenten Dinner and Service 
Apr 2   Palm Sunday 
Apr 6   Maundy Thursday 
Apr 7 Good Friday 
Apr 8/9 Easter Weekend 

In today’s society, the amount of information available to 

everyone has grown exponentially.  It is easy to “dig into the 

details” to a level not imaginable to those who grew up just 

a few generations ago.  The internet has truly democratized 

information and data.  To become an expert often means to 

specialize and drill down into the minutia until you cannot 

see the forest for the trees.  Sometimes you can’t even see 

the trees because you are so focused on the molecular 

structure of the fungus infecting the bark. 
 

Unfortunately, the myopic pursuit of 

knowledge and developing our own under-

standing can get in the way of exercising wis-

dom and discretion. 
 

In order to exercise true wisdom and discre-

tion in our decision making we need to be 

able to elevate and see the big picture.  We 

need to find the calm above the storm.  We need to anchor 

ourselves in the only One who can provide us with the nec-

essary calm, wisdom and perspective to make wise deci-

sions.  As Solomon wrote in Proverbs 3 v 5,6 “Trust in the 

Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own under-

standing; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make 

your paths straight .” 
  

For this kind of wisdom provides the perspective to see 

things differently. To see people as God sees them, to 

speak truth in love and not in division, to seek understand-

ing instead of seeking to be right. To seek to lift up God’s 

Kingdom here on earth.  
  

Yes, we need to be armed with God’s wisdom and discern-

ment, and be sensitive to His Spirit.  We need to anchor 

ourselves in Christ and Him alone. 
 

Heavenly Father, help us to trust in the You with all our 

heart and lean not on our own understanding, but instead 

submit our ways to You and follow the straight path You has 

plotted for us. Amen 
 

If we can be of assistance to any of you, please reach out.  

We will do our best to imitate Jesus’ example. 

In His service,   

The Elders. 

The Lenten Season of the 

Church Year begins with 

Ash Wednesday on Febru-

ary 22.  We will be having special Len-

ten services each Wednesday for 6 

weeks (February 22nd, March 1st, 8th, 

15th, 22th, and 29th, then it will be 

Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good 

Friday, and Easter weekend. 
 

Prior to each Lenten ser-

vice (at 7pm), we will have 

a dinner in the fellowship 

hall beginning at 6pm.  If 

you would like to help with 

one of the dinners (individual or a 

group), please let Cheri Herron 

(clherron1@gmail.com) know.  Groups 

have signed up for dinners on February 

22, and March 29 have hosts — still 

needed groups for March 1st, 8th,15th, 

and 22nd. 
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From the Congregation President 

We have a group of congregational members, along with some members of the leadership 

board, that have been meeting for the last few months about the direction our church 

should be heading. We have brought in some outside help, Pastor Tom, to guide us in what 

is being called "Ministry Clarity". There is a full plan, with multiple steps, laid out in this pro-

cess. We are at the point where we will be having a full congregational meeting, to be held 

on February 5th, immediately following the one-worship service. At this event, we will be ask-

ing for input from every member in attendance. We want you all to be a part of this process 

and have your voice heard. I would highly encourage each and every member to join us for 

this event.  
 

The volunteer appreciation meal was well attended. Thank you to all of those who came to 

be appreciated, and thank you to all of those who came to appreciate. Be on the lookout for 

future fellowship events.  
 

Yours in Christ,  

Shawn Horner 

Why should we observe Lent? This 40-day season of repentance 

and reflection that begins on Ash Wednesday has three important 

purposes. Lent helps us STOP, LOOK and LISTEN.  

We observe Lent because it tells us to STOP and rest awhile — 

and to stop sinning. Lent tells us to LOOK inward for an honest 

self-examination, to look upward to see the cross of Jesus with 

healing and love, and to look forward to the hope of the Resurrec-

tion. And we observe Lent because it tells us to LISTEN — to the 

voice of God, the words of Christ and the movement of the Holy 

Spirit. 

STOP, LOOK and LISTEN! These commands that are so crucial for 

travel safety are also important for our journey through Lent.  
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OWLS OWLS : We will meet for coffee and desert on Tuesday, February 21 at 12:30 p.m. to hear a 

portrayal of Martha Washington by Joyce Browning. Should be a good way to celebrate Presi-

dent’s Day and it will be good to get together again. Please sign up in the narthex, so we know 

how many “goodies” to buy.  

Book Club: meets on February 26 at the home of Sandy Walter, 5808 Leslie Dr, Fairfield at 

2:30 p.m. The book this month is The Girls in the Stilt House, by Kelly Mustian. Set in 1920s 

Mississippi, this debut Southern novel weaves a beautiful and harrowing story of two teenage 

girls cast in an unlikely partnership. Come and join us for a lively discussion! 

Tri-County SOUL Ministries : Thanks to all who contributed to our annual Angel Wishes Cam-

paign. Messiah members gave a total of $2445. It was greatly appreciated! 
  

Toothpaste needed for February & March. Just leave in the grocery basket in the narthex. 

Music at Messiah: The Clifton-Clef Music Club will meet on Tuesday, February 7 at 1:00 p.m. 

in the sanctuary with our own fabulous musicians: Sharon Schmetzer and Cathy Carson being 

the program. Please join us for an afternoon of music and fellowship.   

Music News 

Thank you to everyone who played an instrument or sang for our musical offerings in 

January. It was great to hear the Children’s Bell Choir again! 
 

There are many opportunities to participate in our music ministry. We have special mu-

sic for every service. This includes Ash Wednesday on February 22 at 7 PM. If  you 

would like to sing or play a solo or sing with a group, please contact Cathy Carson.  

513-824-1241 

In support of the Prince of Peace Bridge Ministry, 
Outreach is having a Men’s Winter Clothing 
Drive. Collection baskets are in the Narthex 

In 2023 we will continue to support 
Graceworks 
POP Bridge Ministry 
SOUL Ministries 
Found House 
Meals on Wheels 
Greenhills Coop Preschool 
Winton Woods Elementary Schools 
VBS 
Snacks for Election Day voting at Messiah 
Messiah Oktoberfest Community Meal 
Activates on the Greenhills Commons including 

Harvestfest, Light up Greenhills and per-
haps a Summer Wednesday Evening 
Praise Band Concert 

2023 Outreach Calendar 
Mar 15      Prince of Peace Dinner 
Jun        Greenhills Coop Preschool Teacher            

       Appreciation Luncheon 
Jun 14      Prince of Peace Dinner 
Jun           VBS Closing Cookout 
July 19     Prince of Peace Cookout Dinner 
Sept 20    Prince of Peace Dinner 
Oct       Messiah Oktoberfest Community 

      Meal 
Oct 25      Prince of Peace Oktoberfest Style 

      Dinner 
Oct       Greenhills HarvestFest   
Nov 15      Prince of Peace Pre-Thanksgiving 

      Dinner 
Dec      Greenhills Light-up the Commons  

Dec 13      Prince of Peace Dinner 

O
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T
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Messiah Women in Mission - the LWML National Mission Goal for the 2021–2023 biennium is 

$2,150,000. We are filled with gratitude and joy as we announce that God has worked through your generosity 
and stewardship to surpass this goal. The Mite offerings you have shared now total $2,154,511!  
 
Grant #9   The Word Takes Flight - 
                                  Propelling the Gospel LAMP Ministry Inc. — $65,000 
 

Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots (LAMP) ministry focuses on taking the Gospel to Indigenous People in northern 
Canada. LAMP ministry began in 1970 and the LWML has been an ongoing help to this ministry. Each year, hundreds of volunteer 
missionaries from the United States travel to remote areas to teach Vacation Bible School (VBS) to thousands of children using 
transportation provided by LAMP. Currently there are nearly one million Indigenous People who live in isolated areas of northern 
Canada. These areas can only be reached by aircraft or seasonal roads. The number of local clergy and missionaries has declined 
dramatically and there is currently an entire generation of children and youth who have not been taught the Holy Scriptures and the 
hope that is theirs through Jesus. LAMP takes missionaries and volunteers into northern Canada to share the Gospel. LAMP min-
istry uses small airplanes to get missionaries to these remote places.  
With this grant the two airplanes used by LAMP ministry can be upgraded and modernized to help ensure the safety of their pilots, 
missionaries, and volunteers as they propel the Good News to people living in remote areas of North America. 
             
                  Missionary Pilot, Andrew, delivering PPE supplies, Bibles,  
         Sparks magazines and quilts to remote northern communities LAMP serves   
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Messiah joins the 1,196 congregations in the tri-state that have a Ste-
phen Ministry.  
 

Messiah Stephen Ministry is launching this month! If you haven’t heard yet, Ste-

phen Ministers are trained lay ministers who walk alongside people who are hurt-

ing. Please pray for the Stephen Ministry Team that is beginning their training on 

Feb. 11. Here are the highlights of the training schedule -  

 

Sat, 2/11, 2:30-5 PM, Messiah Lutheran, Info Session and first training 
Sat/Sun, 2/11-2/12 - Super Bowl of Caring  
Fri - Sun, 2/17-19 - Retreat at Camp Lakeview, Seymour, Indiana   
 

Following that, we’ll be meeting each Sunday evening  
throughout the Spring, leading up to our final commissioning service at the end 
of May. 
 

Messiah joins the 1, 
Not sure if the official training if for you?  You can still bene-
fit from the gifts of training – join Pastor’s Bible Study Sunday’s 9:30 am 
this winter or watch Faith at Home with Pastor while we discuss the book, 

Don’t Sing Songs to a Heavy Heart. 
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Installation of Officers 

Bell Choir 

Installation of Officers 

Instalation of 
Alex Marque 
as pastor in 
NY church.  
Alex grew up 
as a member 
of Messiah  
January 8, 
2023 

Family Ministry organized a fun filled Lock In for the 
Messiah Youth on December 30th. The kids enjoyed pizza, 
an epic blanket fort, a multitude of games, a fashion show, 
and lots of laughs.  
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Altar Flowers 
The following families have signed 

up for February: 
Hiler, Schultz and Dumke.  

Please remit your payment of $35 
to 

 “Messiah  

Altar  

Society”  
and place in the  

Altar Society mailbox  
in the church office. 

Thank You! 

 
The flowers must be paid for  

before the order is placed 

 M e s s e n g e r  D e a d l i n e  for the March 

issue is  

February 15.  

Send articles to clherron1@gmail.com 

1 Emilie Carson 
3 Kathy Johnson 
4 Cheri Herron 
6 Michael Cochran 
7 Logan Stroeh 
9 Art Friedrich 
15 Reagan Harrison 
15 Jessica Kessler 
17 Timothy Inman 
17 Ken McGuire 
18 Sue Worachek 
19 Katie Farler 
19 Randy Green 
21 Jerry Rice 
22 Karen Schuerman 
23 Kevin Budke 
23 Pat Magill 
23 Eva Reupert 
24 Dick Walter 
28 Judy Stroeh 

17 Ken & Sharon Schuesler 
19 Frank & Jean Floyd 
28 Brian & Jennifer Pilsner 

2023 
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  February 2023   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

10:15am Ladies’ Bible 
Study 

  
  
  

2 
  

3 
  

4 
8:00am Men’s Prayer 

Breakfast 
5:30pm Traditional 
      Communion 
       Service 
  
  

5 
9:00am Education Hour 
10:00am One Communion 

Service 
11:15am  Luncheon 
12:00  Ministry Clarity Mgt. 
  

6 
  

7 
1:00pmClifton-Clef 

Club  Music 
Concert 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

  
  
  

8 
10:15am Ladies’ Bible 

Study 
  
  
  

9 
  

10 
  

11 
8:00am Elders Meeting 
8:30am Leadership 

Board Meeting 
5:30pm Traditional 
      Communion 
  
  
  

12 
 8:30am Traditional 
         Communion 
         Worship Service 
 9:30am  Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary 

Communion 
Service 

  
  

13 
  

14 
 7:30pm Band and 

Vocals 
  
  
  

15 
10:15am Ladies’ Bible 

Study 
  
  
  

16 
  

17 
  

18 
5:30pm Traditional 
      Communion 
       Service 
  
  
  

19 
8:30am Traditional 
         Communion 
         Worship Service 
 9:30am  Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary 

Communion 
Service 

  

20 

 

21 
12:3:pm OWLS 
7:30pm Band and 

Vocals 
  
  
  

22 
  
 

23 
  

24 
  

25 
5:30pm Traditional 
      Communion 
       Service 
  
  
  

26 
8:30am Traditional 
         Communion 
         Worship Service 
 9:30am  Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary 

Communion 
Service 

2:30pm Book Club 
  
  

27 
  

28 
7:30pm Band and 

Vocals 
  
  
  

  

6:00pm Lenten Dinner 
7:00pm Lenten Service 


