
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

September proved to be quite a busy month and it looks like October will 

be just as busy.  First, we have LWML Sunday the second Sunday of the 

month.  The Lutheran Women's Missionary League has been such a vital 

part of the work of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod for many years.  

The Mission of the LWML is to help women to be a part of Mission, to 

Grow in their spiritual life, to reach out to others and to serve in joy.  
  

The Youth has been very busy lately.  On September 24 they hosted a 

dinner thanking the congregation for their support of 16 people going to 

the National Youth Gathering last July.  The youth will continue meeting 

the 4th Sunday of every month.  Typically, we get somewhere between 12

-16 youth in attendance.  The youth continue to help members of the 

community, and members of our congregation, with yard work and other work projects.  We are raising funds so 

that we can go on a Mission trip next summer.  Every three years we have the National Youth Gathering but on 

the off years we will go on Mission trips where we can spend a week to help people in need. 
 

The last weekend of October will be the celebration of the Reformation.  The truth of the Refor-

mation is that we are saved by Grace through Faith in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  We of-

ten use the phrases “Sola Fide,” “Sola Gratis,” and “Sola Scriptura,” which is Latin for “Only by 

Faith,” “Only by Grace,” and “Only through Scripture.”  These truths are pivotal to our under-

standing of the work of Christ as Lutheran Christians. 
 

Our congregation is also involved in a process called Ministry Clarity.  We have our Mission Statement – “Living 

Jesus and Sharing Jesus, in our Community and World.”  Based on our Mission Statement we have four “Pillars” 

on which all our ministries and activities are based – “Growing,” “Living,” “Connecting” and “Sharing.”  We will 

seek to develop goals and tasks to help us accomplish these pillars in fulfillment of our Mission.   
 

God has been faithful to us, and it is important for us to examine our faithfulness in response to God's love for 

us.  Every year it seems to get more and more difficult to keep good balance in our lives.  There are so many 

things that compete for our time and attention.  We get through each day and each week feeling totally exhaust-

ed.  How do I live a balanced life?  The answer may not always be clear.  It is important for us take time to sit 

down and decide what are our priorities as children of God and, at the same time, honoring the relationships 

given to us by God.  Once again - How do I maintain balance?  While the answer may not be clear to us and the 

answer is different for each one of us, I do know that the First Commandment still applies to us - God must 

come first.   Does God come first?  Everyone must answer that question for themselves.   
   

When God comes first everything else will fall into place.  We may not have ridden ourselves of hectic and chaot-

ic lives, but we have the formula where we can place our stresses and worries into the hands of a loving God.  

We truly do have a loving God that sees us through the chaos that the devil, the world, and our sinful selves 

place before us.  It has become a cliché but it is truly relevant - Let Go and Let God.  
  

May God bless you and your family throughout the month of October and in the months and years to come. 
 

In Jesus' name, Pastor Allen Stuckwisch 
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Congratulations and best wishes to 

Amanda Hiler and Jake Toepfert on 

their marriage on September 17, 

2022.   Pastor Stuckwisch officiated. 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Oct 1      LWML Fall Retreat at Messiah 
Oct 1     Greenhills Harvest Fest 
Oct  8     Fall Work Day at Messiah 
Oct 12    Federation Auxiliary Fidget Mat       
 Workshop at Messiah 
Oct 22 Messiah Oktoberfest  
              Community Meal 
Oct 26    Prince of Peace Dinner (new) 
Oct 29    Messiah’s Trunk or Treat 
Oct 30    Reformation Sunday 
               Federation Reformation Service                        
 at Grace Lutheran at 4pm 
Nov 16   Prince of Peace  
              Pre-Thanksgiving Dinner 
Nov 20   One Worship — Voters’ Meeting 
Nov 23   Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Dec 3     Church Christmas dinner 
Dec 5     Cookie Pack at Christ Lutheran 
Dec 14   Prince of Peace Dinner 
 Messiah’s Children's’ Christmas 

Service 

Fall Work Day 

at Messiah 
Please mark your cal-

endar for 

October 8th (if rained out, Oct 15). 

From 8:30 till 9:00 we will meet in 

the Fellowship Hall with donuts, cof-

fee, and juice.  Work starts at 

9:00am to 12:00, bring your rakes, 

shovels, blowers and if the family 

doesn’t want you to leave them, bring 

them along to work also; you see that 

way you're not leaving them! It will be 

a fun family day for all. There also will 

be work inside.                      

Rick Walter  

Galatians 5:22-23 - But the fruit of the Spirit is 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such 

things there is no law. 

There are a lot of qualities that make for a good fami-

ly life, but the greatest of these is love. Without love, 

any attempt to shore up a crumbling family is sure to 

fail.  St. Paul reminds us in the above passage that 

love rules. It is to be put first in our lives and in our families 

(see 1 Corinthians 13). 
 

To accomplish the act of living in a healthy and productive way 

with others under one roof, love has to be shown and practiced 

daily. When love is evident in a home as a fruit of the Spirit of 

God, family members will grow in their concern for and service 

to one another. 
 

But love has to be practiced. It has to be our go-to choice, even 

when it is not what we want to do. In this the love of Jesus is our 

best guide. His patience, His long-suffering with people, His will-

ingness to love us and even die for us is the best example we 

have. It is God's example—shown to us in 

the life, death, and resurrection of His be-

loved Son who "came to seek and to save 

the lost" (Luke 19:10b). 
 

But showing love can be difficult, can't it? And this is often true 

of how we live together as families. Like a healing balm, love 

has to be applied to the circumstances in our lives—many of 

which may test our ability to love or our desire to show love. 

Again, Jesus is the One we are to follow. This is the way God 

wants it to be in our families. 
 

We all need the fresh renewal that comes from knowing Christ, 

from being close to Him, from seeking the truth that He alone 

has to give. The love and forgiveness God offers us through Je-

sus refreshes us and empowers us to demonstrate these traits 

toward others, beginning with those in our own family.  
 

Therefore, let Christ enter into your heart and fill your home. Re-

member that our Savior was born into a human household. He—

better than anyone—understands the frustrations of dealing with 

people. He is our Friend, our Brother, He will help us in our time 

of need, especially when we seek Him out in God's Word and 

fervently in prayer. 
 

As you relate to others in your home, ask God's Holy Spirit to 

give you wisdom in difficult situations, mercy in abundance 

when forgiveness is needed, and love to cover all your family's 

interactions. 
 

WE PRAY: Heavenly Father, in love and thankfulness let me serve my 

family as You would have me do. In Jesus' Name. Amen.  
 

The Elders,  

John Hiler, John Michael, Steve Horner, Randy Gross, Rich Rutz  
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From the Congregation President 

We are a 21
st
 Century Mission Church Living Jesus  

and Sharing Jesus in our Community and our World! 
As we enter the Fall season (my favorite time of year), our Leadership Board is well into our planning process for 

2023.  This includes such items as planning for new officer elections, preparation of the 2023 budget and up-

date of the 2023 Ministry Plan.  In consideration of these items and our upcoming Ministry Clarity process, I 

wanted to provide the following thoughts and updates: 

Ministry Pillars – During our September Worship services, Pastor has discussed our Ministry Pillars 

which can be defined as the foundational tenets around which our Ministry is organized.  These in-

clude the following four pillars loosely tied and completely related to our Mission Statement: 

GROWING 

LIVING  

CONNECTING 

SHARING 

      We hope you are beginning to become familiar with these pillars as we will be talking about them 

more in the months ahead!   

Ministry Clarity Core Group and Next Steps -  During the month of September, we also completed selec-

tion of the Ministry Clarity Core Group which will be tasked with listening to and collecting input from 

the congregation as well as development of our forward-looking Ministry Plan.    Now that we have 

this group established, we will be holding an orientation/training session with the Core Group and 

Pastor Tom which has been scheduled for the evening of October 27th.  Following this meeting (and 

some additional legwork by the Core Group), we will be holding the full congregation event.  Given 

the busy November and December months, we currently anticipate scheduling this meeting for a 

Sunday in January.  Stay tuned for more details as this will be an important and exciting meeting for 

our congregation! 

Open Election Positions  - We are currently seeking nominations for our open officer and ministry leader 

positions for 2023.  These open positions include two Leadership Board members, several Elders, 

and a second Property Manager. These are two-year terms and represent a great way to get more 

involved at Messiah.  If you have interest in serving in one of these capacities, please see Shawn 

Horner.  Our elections will be held during the November Voters’ Assembly scheduled for November 

20th.  

Christmas Dinner – Our annual Christmas dinner has been scheduled for December 3rd (after the Satur-

day night Worship service).  This will be the same day that we also decorate the church for Christ-

mas.  Please mark your calendars and plan to participate in these festive Holiday events.  

That’s all for now!  As always, the Leadership Board welcomes your feedback and suggestions. 

Blessings, 

John Priebe 

Please join us 
Cincinnati Zone 

LWML  

Fall Retreat 

October 1 

At Messiah 

Pastor Stuckwisch will lead us on  
"How to Love According to Corinthians" 

 

Registration to begin at 9:45am 

 

A brunch will be served. Mites will be collected for 

the Ohio District.   An ingathering of school supplies 

for all ages will also be collected. 
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Book Club: We will meet on October 16 at 2:30 p.m. at the home of Carol Morison, 10593 

Hadley Rd, Greenhills.  We book is The Rose Code by Kate Quinn.  The time period is 1940. As 

England prepares to fight the Nazis, three very different women answer the call to mysterious 

country estate Bletchley Park, where the best minds in Britain train to break German military 

codes. There will be extra copies in the church office. Come join us for a lively discussion! 

OWLS 
Owls: We will meet on October 18 at 12:30 to hear Joyce Browning 

give her portrayal of Julia Grant. Don’t miss this one! 

  

Julia Boggs Dent Grant- 1826-1902  
Wife of 18th president Ulysses S. Grant.  Portrayed after his death in 
1885.  She was not known as a great beauty however Julia Dent was a 
vivacious woman with a sparkling personality.  She captured the heart of 
a West Point Cadet from Ohio and their love spanned over 40 years.  Dur-
ing times of turmoil, it was her strength and support that the General re-
lied upon.  The untold love story of Ulysses and Julia is one that rivals leg-
endary lovers, like Romeo and Juliet.   

Federation Auxiliary — Fidget Mat Workshop is Wednesday, October 12 from 10-1 at Messiah. 

We will have ladies coming from across the city, so we will need to provide lunch. Please let 

Bunny Doebling (513-543-0295) know if you can provide either a salad or a dessert. You can 

participate by donating items, helping to design the mats, sew (either by hand or with a ma-

chine) and/or iron items as needed. We will also need someone to set up the lunch.   More info 

Hearty Soup Needed at SOUL Ministry 

With Fall coming on, it would be nice to have a full shelf of hearty soup (Progresso, Chunky, etc) 

for the clients. We have lots of “regular” size, but need donations of “hearty.” 

Just put in the grocery cart in the narthex. 

MUSIC IS RETURNING TO MESSIAH —  Clifton-Clef Music Club 

On Tuesday, October 4 you are invited to a concert at 1 p.m. in the sanctuary sponsored by the 

Clifton-Clef Music Club.   

A piano duet, piano solo,  a flute solo and a French horn solo program.  All are invited! 

Saturday, October 29, 6:30-8:30 

Bring your decorated car and treats! We will also have hotdogs and chips and a 

pumpkin decorating station. Help needed! Please sign up in the narthex.  

Many thanks to everyone who shared their talents for our September voluntaries.  
 

We hope to include many young musicians for the remainder of the year, both visitors and 

from our congregations. Please let me know if you know of anyone who would like to play or 

sing here at Messiah.  
 

We will be putting together ensembles for many of our voluntaries, especially during the holi-

days. Please check the narthex bulletin board to sign up for solos, ensembles, and to indicate 

your availability for services and 2 or 3 practices.   It is a blessing to have a strong music min-

istry here at Messiah. Thank you for your support.    

Cathy Carson 513-824-1241 cathycarson82@gmail.com 
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Mission Trip 2011 

In support of the Prince of Peace Bridge Ministry, Outreach is having a Hygiene Products Drive. Collection bas-

kets will be placed in the Narthex 

Sept 7th there was a Welcome Party for the Parents of the Greenhills Cooperative Preschool.  Messiah Outreach 

provided Bottled Water and Snacks. The meeting was held outside under the porte-cochère.  

Prince of Peace Meal September 21. Joan and Bill Rieger, Sandy, Rick and Mark Walter, Pastor Stuckwisch, Barb 

Degenhardt and grandson Jonah provided a meal for 80 people in Over-the-Rhine.  

Greenhills HarvestFest is October 1 from 4-8pm. Messiah Outreach will pass out candy and Trick-or-Treat bags 

for kids to color.  We will also pass out flyers for the October 22nd Messiah Oktoberfest Community Meal and 

the October 29th Trunk or Treat.  

Messiah Oktoberfest Community Meal Oct 22nd from 5 – 8 pm.  Wurst Dinner including Brat, Mett or Hot dog 

with two sides, dessert and beverage for only $5. German tunes played by DJ Rick Schultz,  

      Donauschwaben Dancers at 6:30pm and Tina Marie Dancers at 7:15pm. 

2022 Outreach Calendar 
Oct 1  Greenhills Harvest Fest  
Oct 22  Messiah Oktoberfest Community Meal 
Oct 26                   Prince of Peace Oktoberfest Dinner  
Oct 29                   Trunk or Treat 
Nov 16  Prince of Peace Pre-Thanksgiving Dinner 
Dec 2  Greenhills Light-up the Commons  
Dec 14  Prince of Peace Dinner 

On August 31st, the Messiah Youth prepared and served a meal at Prince of Peace.  Approximately, 50 

individuals enjoyed Mississippi pot roast, mashed potatoes, green beans, and peach cobbler.  After the 

conclusion of dinner, Pastor Suguitan gave the Messiah volunteers a tour of the Prince of Peace sanctu-

ary and shared the church's history.  Thank you to Pastor Stuckwisch and the youth and their families who 

participated:  Rich, Heather, Lauren, and Megan Rutz, Pat, Owen, and Poppy Magill, and Beth and Eva 

Reupert.    
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 LUTHERAN WOMEN!  

Help make FIDGET MATS* for local 

Memory Care Centers  

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH  
OCTOBER 12, 2022 (Wed.) 10:00 - 1:00  

 

Fiidget mats engage and calm people with dementia 
and/or Alzheimer's Disease by giving them something 
to do with their hands. They have been shown to be 
very therapeutic. Mats will be donated to local care 
centers in cooperation with the Cincinnati Alzheimer's 
Association.  
What to bring.....  

• Your creativity, ideas, friendship  

• Any notions, ribbons, buttons, zippers, 
beads, trims you may have (not neces-
sary to participate....there will be things there to work with). Do you or friends have 
any they might like to donate?  

• Sewing machine if you have one that is portable. We will need a few sewists. (also 
not necessary)  
 

Questions: Email Deb Cropp debcropp1952@gmail.com  

Special music offerings during 

the worship service. 



What is Stewardship? 
 

What is a steward? Most people, when asked this question, will reply: “A manager.” That is correct, but it is only half right. A 

steward is indeed a manager, but he is a manager of what does not belong to him. Someone else is the owner, and the 

steward manages the owner’s property on the owner’s behalf.                                                                                                    
 

We are God’s stewards. Our stewardship is that God has made us managers of what belongs to Him. For we have brought 

nothing into this world, and we can take nothing out of it (1 Tim. 6:7). Everything that we have and everything that we are 

comes from God’s fatherly Divine goodness and mercy. God is the owner. Not only because, as the Creator, He created all 

things. But also, as the Redeemer, He has redeemed, that is, purchased and won all things. It all, therefore, belongs to 

Him. 
 

We are simply managers of everything in this world. Like Joseph in Egypt, we are put in charge of managing what belongs to 

God. What a privilege. Think about that for a minute. The all-knowing, all-powerful, all-wise God has asked us to manage His 

possessions on His behalf here on earth. And by doing this, He invites us to take part in the allocation of His good gifts. He 

wants us to give our input and advise Him in where His gifts are to be used. What a privilege indeed. 
 

What a responsibility. For to whom much is given, much shall be required (Luke 12:48). We are not the owners. And while 

He puts us as managers, we are still to do with His property what He wants done with it. That means we need to know what 

His desire and will for His property is.  
 

How do we know this? How can we know the will and mind of God? We find the will of God in the Bible. There God tells us 

what His will for all His gifts are to be used. He tells us how we are to spend our time and use our talents and treasures. He 

instructs us in the use of our minds, bodies, and souls.  
 

There is nothing that we have that doesn’t belong to Him. “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 

within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price” (1 Cor. 6:19–20). He informs 

us of the big picture, the overarching policy, of how we as His stewards – His managers and custodians – of His property 

are to do the managing.  
 

And that is what stewardship is. It is simply doing what God wants us to do with what He has given us. As St. Paul 

said: “Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as 

those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteous-

ness” (Rom. 6:13). So, let’s dive into the God’s Word and listen to what the owner desires from His stewards. 
 

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry 
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Special music offerings during 

the worship service. 
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Altar Flowers 
The following families have signed 

up for October: 
Rice, Schultz and Rieger  

 

Please remit your payment of $35 
to 

 “Messiah  

Altar  

Society”  
and place in the  

Altar Society mailbox  
in the church office. 

Thank You! 

 
The flowers must be paid for  

before the order is placed 

 M e s s e n g e r  D e a d l i n e  for the November 

issue is  

October 15.  

Send articles to clherron1@gmail.com 

2 Sarah Mayer 
2 Amira Ramahi 
2 Zachary Edelstein 
3 Eileen Tanis 
3 Michael Ditz 
4 Carol Dupps 
4 Beth Hopper 
4 Jay'elle Ann Grant 
8 Robert Hullinger 
8 Diane Magill 
9 Emily Capal 
9 Silas Berndt 
10 Jason Farler 
13 Lynn Hiler 
14 Jasmine Horner 
14 Aryanna Horner 
17 Brad Stroeh 
21 Lora Budke 
24 Debbie Capal 
26 Jason Kennedy 
27 Adele Staten 
30 Robert Ditz 
31 Gregg Dupps 

11 Stan and Debbie Capal 
14 Randy and Julie Gross 
20 Steve and Christina Bow 
23 Dave and Susan Bennett 
25 Randy and Karen Schuerman 

Federation Reformation Service 
will be held at 4pm at Grace Lutheran 

Church. The Rev. Dr. Dale Meyer will 

deliver the sermon. The service will be 

preceded by the Women’s Auxiliary 

Committee Ingathering Event at 3 pm. 

 

 

 

 

Messiah is a voting place for the 
primary election being held on 
Tuesday, November 8th. We are 
looking for members to volunteer 
a bit of their time either on Mon-
day evening (November 7th; 
someone with a key), early Tues-
day morning (also someone with a 
key), or Tuesday afternoon/
evening. The church's policy is 
that someone from Messiah must 
be present at all times while elec-
tion workers are in the building. 
Please see the sign-up sheet in 
the office. Your help is greatly 

appreciated.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

8:00am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 

9:45am LWML Fall  
        Retreat 
4-8pm Greenhills Harvest 

Fest 
5:30pm Traditional  
      Communion  

2 

8:30am Traditional  
         Communion  
         Worship Service 
 9:30am  Education Hour  
10:45am Contemporary  

Communion  
Service   

3 4 

1:00pm Clifton-
Clef  Music 
Club 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

5 

10:15am Ladies’ 
Bible Study 

6 7 8 
 

8:00am Elders Meeting 
8:30am Leadership Board 

Meeting 
8:30 Fall Work Day 
5:30pm Traditional  
      Communion  

9 

8:30am Traditional  
         Communion  
         Worship Service 
 9:30am  Education Hour  
10:45am Contemporary  

Communion  
Service   

10 11 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

12 

10:00am  
Federation  
Auxiliary 
“Fidget Mat” 
 Gathering 

13 14 15 

5:30pm Traditional  
      Communion  
       Service 
 

16 

8:30am Traditional  
         Communion  
         Worship Service 
 9:30am  Education Hour  
10:45am Contemporary  

Communion  
Service 

2:30pm Book Club   

17 18 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

19 

10:15am Ladies’ 
Bible Study 

20 21 22 

5-8 pm Oktoberfest 
5:30pm Traditional  
      Communion  
       Service 
 
 
 

 

23 

8:30am Traditional  
         Communion  
         Worship Service 
 9:30am  Education Hour  
10:45am Contemporary  

Communion  

24 25 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

26 

10:15am Ladies’ 
Bible Study 

Prince of Peace 
dinner 

27 28 29 

5:30pm Traditional  
      Communion  
       Service 

6:30pm Trunk or   
Treat 

30 

8:30am Traditional  
         Communion  
         Worship Service 
 9:30am  Education Hour  
10:45am Contemporary  

Communion  
Service   

3:00pm Ingathering at  
Grace Lutheran 

4:00pm Federation 
Reformation  

        Service at Grace 

31      

October 2022 

Fall Work Day 

Reformation 

LWML Sunday 


