
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Summer is quickly winding down and we will soon get back to a busier 

schedule.  That being said, this summer has been quite busy with Va-

cation Bible School in June, along with the LWML convention and the 

district convention.  In July we had the National Youth Gathering in 

Houston, Texas.  I will be taking some time the end of July and in Au-

gust to spend with family.  This has been an eventful summer. 
 

In September we will begin our confirmation and youth program for the 

2022/2023 year.  There will also be some fun fellowship opportunities 

for our congregation and for the community. 
 

One thing that I am excited about beginning this fall is an opportunity 

called “Ministry Clarity.”  Pastor Tom Eggebrecht from the Lutheran Church Extension Fund has met with me and 

some of our leaders to map out a plan for Messiah to think about the direction we are going as a congregation 

and opportunities we have to grow in our faith and to share our faith with others. 
 

Our Mission statement is “Living Jesus and Sharing Jesus, in our Community and World.”  Based on this state-

ment our congregation has four pillars on which our ministries are based.  Our four pillars are “Growing,” 

“Living,” “Connecting,” and “Sharing.”  The first two centers around “Living Jesus” in our Mission Statement.  If 

we are to live Jesus, we need to grow in our faith and to live out our faith in our church and in our lives.  
  

The second half of the statement is “Sharing Jesus.”  Sharing Jesus helps us build community.  We build commu-

nity by “Connecting” with each other and with others outside of the church – “Beyond the Walls.”  Along with 

“Connecting” is “Sharing.”  We want to share Jesus wherever we go. 
 

Over the course of the next several months our congregation will develop targets, goals and tasks that support 

the four pillars thus helping us accomplish our Mission Statement.  You will hear more about how you can help 

develop these targets and what we can all do to implement the tasks in our own lives and as members of Messi-

ah Lutheran Church in Greenhills, Ohio. 
 

There is a lot that we are doing as a congregation but there is so much more that we can do.  By being more fo-

cused, deliberate, and intentional in our ministries we can be much more efficient and effective in being the peo-

ple that God desires of us in this place and at this time.  
 

God be with all of us as the summer comes to a close and as we enter into a new ministry year. 

In Jesus’ Name. 

Pastor Allen Stuckwisch 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Aug21 “Grueling Glory” Book Club and 
              Lunch w/Author 
Aug 27 Volunteer Appreciation  Dinner 
Aug 31 Prince of Peace Dinner 
Sept 10 Singles Ministry event  

Sept 10 Congregational Picnic at the 

              Wolford’s 
Sept 21  Prince of Peace Dinner 
Oct 1    LWML Fall Retreat at Messiah 
Oct 12 Federation Auxiliary Fidget Mat    

Workshop at Messiah 
Oct 22 Messiah Oktoberfest  
               Community Meal 
Oct 26 Prince of Peace Dinner (new) 
Nov 16 Prince of Peace  
             Pre-Thanksgiving Dinner 
Dec 14 Prince of Peace Dinner 

"Plenty of people miss their share of happiness, not be-

cause they never found it, but because they didn't stop to 

enjoy it."  -  William Feather 
 

Stop and smell the roses, enjoy the simple things.  As August is up-

on us and we have all made plans to be together, taken vacations 

and yet some are finishing vacations before the return to 

school.  Summer is a busy time and we can get caught up in the 

variety of activities.  Fretting about plans, making sure we get eve-

rything before the end of the summer.  God has given us these 

days to enjoy, be happy and thankful for everything he has done for 

us.  Psalm 118:24  The Lord has done it this very day; let us rejoice 

today and be glad.   
 

We all need to stop and enjoy the beauty God has given us and 

share in the happiness He has given us here on earth.  It is our 

blessing to see and take in all God has given us both great and 

small.  Taking the time to make big plans but also the small adven-

tures can be just as wonderful.  The morning cup of coffee out on 

the back deck, watching the sun rise or set for the day, the vivid 

colors of flowers, the happiness we give and receive from the brief 

interactions with friends and family.   May God bless us all as we 

continue to enjoy and be thankful for the gift  He gave of His Son 

and the gift of forgiveness, eternal life we will all share hereafter.   
 

Randy Gross, John Hiler, Steve Horner, John Michael, Rich Rutz 

The July OWLS meeting was very interesting as we 

learned about what goes into the building of the floats 

for the Tournament of Roses parade by a very talented 

florist who had helped on the decorating of several of 

the floats and also had participated in the judging  
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From the Congregation President 

As we have been in the full swing of summer, I have been using these Messenger articles to keep our con-

gregation up-to-date on some of the many happenings within our ministry.    As Sgt. Joe Friday of Dragnet 

was known to say, “All we want are the facts, ma’am.”   A summary of a few of the key “facts” is provided 

below: 

 Website Improvements – In the last Messenger article, I mentioned that we were “test-driving” some 

major layout and format changes to our church website.  We completed this process last month and 

the consensus of the Leadership Board was that we should keep the changes.  I hope you have no-

ticed a positive change to our website….especially when accessing the website by phone.   I want to 

acknowledge and thank Brian Pilsner for his research, recommendations, and hard work in making 

this significant improvement happen.  
 

 More Upgrades to our A/V Systems -  During the July 16th weekend, we had a number of issues with 

our sound and video systems during our weekend services.   Upon investigation, we learned that the 

challenges were due to several factors which included some outdated analog equipment.  In re-

sponse, the best solution was to replace these components with digital equipment.    These improve-

ments are currently underway and we will do our best to keep any impacts to a minimum.  
 

 Fellowship Opportunities – We have a number of great fellowship opportunities coming up which in-

clude the following:  

 “Grueling Glory” Book Club and Lunch with the Author – This event is scheduled for August 21st 

after Sunday Worship.  Please see Laura Priebe for additional information. 

 Volunteer Appreciate Dinner – We will be having a dinner on August 27th to show our apprecia-

tion to our many volunteers at Messiah.   Please see Shawn Horner for additional details.   

 Picnic at the Wolford’s – This event is scheduled for Saturday, September 10th following Satur-

day Worship.  Please see Diane Wolford for additional information.   
 

 Ministry Clarity Program –Pastor Tom visited our facility on July 18th and we had a great advance plan-

ning session which included Pastor Stuckwisch, John Hiler and myself.  We are currently recruiting a 

group of 8 to 10 which will serve as the core group organizing and implementing this effort.  After this, 

we will schedule additional core group planning with Pastor Tom, as well as our congregational event 

which we are targeting for this fall.  
 

As always, the Leadership Board welcomes your feedback and suggestions. 

Blessings, 

John Priebe 

Messiah Youth and 
parents heading to 
Houston, TX for the 
2022 National Youth 
Gathering.  (More 
pictures on page 6) 
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OWLS 

Special music continues for every traditional service.  If you would like to 

sing or play an instrument, sign up in the narthex or contact Cathy Carson at 

513-824-1241 or cathycarson82 @gmail.com.  Thank you to everyone who 

shared their talents.   

OWLS: The August 16 meeting at 12:30 (dessert provided) is being presented by 

Women Helping Women. Come hear the first hand stories of how this fantastic organi-
zation helps the Cincinnati police with Domestic Abuse calls. Other cities may wish 
they had this, but Cincinnati actually does! Come & bring a friend. 

Tri-County SOUL Ministries – We are still collecting school supplies (or money) as we 

begin giving the school supplies to the clients at the beginning of August, but do need to 

replenish as the month progresses. You may put in the Messiah offering with earmark for 

TCSM or give to Bunny Doebling directly made out to TCSM. 

August Hospitality  - - Here is the sign-up genius link for making coffee 

and/or providing some snacks for the month of August : 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45A4AA22ABF85-august  

Book Club is an all-church book club & film event after church on Sunday, August 21.   This 

special day will include lunch and a live Q & A with 2 creatives, Michèle Phoenix and 

Christian Taylor. Michèle is the author of several novels, including “Fragments of Light”, a dual 

timeline narrative (modern day and WW2) that is set in the United States and France. Christian 

Taylor is an independent filmmaker and director of the award-winning documentary, “The Girl 

Who Wore Freedom”, as well as the companion piece, a 9-minute short called “Grueling Glory”, 

written and narrated by Michèle Phoenix.   Lovers of film, history and Jesus are all welcome, 

even non-readers and slow readers - but we can’t promise there will be no spoilers! There will 

be good food, stimulating discussion and even some prizes! Plan to join us at noon on Sunday, 

August 21.  Those who would like to read the book before the event August 21, there will be 

copies in the office, or see Laura Priebe or Bunny Doebling.  

To learn more about how these two projects are related, check out the following links - 

YouTube conversations 

FRAGMENTS OF LIGHT - VIDEO TRAILER  https://youtu.be/bl3jwCMgB_I 

Grueling glory website & video trailer  https://gruelingglory.com/ 

Episode 149: Our New Short "Grueling Glory", Michèle Phoenix - Documentary 

SAVE THE DATE — LWML Fall Retreat (in person) at Messiah Luther-

an Church on Saturday, October 1 at 9:45am. Pastor Stuckwisch will lead a Bible 

study. There will be a servant event collecting school supplies and book bags.  

Lunch will be provided 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45A4AA22ABF85-august
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Outreach  Report: 

Prince of Peace Breakfast bags.  The Congregation is serving the Sunday Morning Breakfast to OTR home-

less inside the church basement at this time and no longer gives out the to-go bags we provided them 

in the past.  On July 8th Jim Worachek dropped off 720 bottles of water, 720 knives/forks/napkins and 

1440 mini cups of margarine (for grits and pancakes) to the home of Sandy and Terry Shelton in Love-

land.  Sandy told Jim this delivery of breakfast items "will help a lot. We were running low on supplies 

and appreciate Messiah Lutheran helping us out so quickly"  A special thanks to Gary Logsdon for do-

nating the Thrivent Action Team Card to fund this project.  

Prince of Peace Dinner July 20 Served 75 Hamburger Meals. Pastor Stuckwisch assisted in the Church 

Service and members of Messiah joined the Worship. Lynn and John Hiler, Sandy Walter, Mark Walter, 

De Stuckwisch and Jim Worachek helped serve the meal.   A special thanks to Joan and Bill Rieger for 

donating the Thrivent Action Team Card to fund this meal.   As always, the meal was greatly appreciat-

ed. 

Updated Outreach Calendar is attached.  We added an Aug 31 POP Meal. This one will be led by the Messi-

ah Youth.  

       2022 Outreach Calendar 

Aug 31 Prince of Peace Dinner – Youth Group (new) 

Sept 21 Prince of Peace Dinner 

Oct 22 Messiah Oktoberfest Community Meal 

Oct 26 Prince of Peace Dinner (new) 

Oct 1 Greenhills Harvest Fest 

Nov 16 Prince of Peace Pre-Thanksgiving Dinner 

Dec 2 Greenhills Light-up the Commons 

Dec 14 Prince of Peace Dinner 
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Mission Trip 2011 

2022 National 
 

Youth 
 

Gathering 
 

In Houston, TX 
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Altar Flowers 
The following families have signed 

up for August: 
Mueller/Valerius, Degenhardt,  

Roppel, Rice, Hiler  
 

Please remit your payment of $35 
to 

 “Messiah  

Altar  

Society”  
and place in the  

Altar Society mailbox  
in the church office. 

Thank You! 

 
The flowers must be paid for  

before the order is placed 

 M e s s e n g e r  D e a d l i n e  for the September 

issue is  

August 15.  

Send articles to clherron1@gmail.com 

SAVE THE DATE  The Federation Auxiliary will 

have a gathering at Messiah on Wednesday, 

October 12 starting at 10 am. We will partici-

pate in a hands on mission event.  We will learn 

how to construct Fidget Mats (lap-size units  are 

embellished with sensory stimulating items that 

prove engaging to Alzheimer's, memory care 

and autistic patients).  More details to follow. 

2  Cecil Rahe 
4  Ella Valerius 
5  Debbie Horner 
7  Gary Logsdon 
7  Beth Clelments 
8  Katheryn Priebe 
9  Owen Valerius 
11 Doris Poore 
13 Lonnie Cochran 
16 Joan Rieger 
17 Ethan Daugherty 
20 Charlie Neffle 
21 Meaghan Harrison 
23 Bodhi Weikert 
24 Jonathan Wingo 
25 Sandy Walter 
27 Michael Rottinghaus 
28 Jayme Cochran 
29 Luke Stroeh 
30 Megan Rutz 
31 Bianca Horner  

1  David & Emily Rottinghaus 
10 Jeff & Beth Reupert 
10 Jason & Sarah Farler 
12 Harold & Bev Roppel 
13 David & Anneliese Osterday 
23 Darrel & Irene Doran 
25 Gregg & Carol Dupps 

2022 

Christ is like a river that is continually flowing. There are always 
fresh supplies of water coming from the fountainhead, so that a 
man may live by it and be supplied with water all his life. So Christ 
is an ever-flowing fountain; he is continually supplying his people, 
and the fountain is not spent. They who live upon Christ may have 
fresh supplies from him for all eternity; they may have an increase 
of blessedness that is new [and] never will come to an end. 

—Jonathan Edwards 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

3 

10:15am  
      NO  Ladies’ 

Bible Study 

4 5 6 

8:00am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 

5:30pm Traditional  
      Communion  
       Service 

7 

8:30am Traditional  
         Communion  
         Worship Service 
 9:30am  Education Hour  
10:45am Contemporary  

Communion  
Service   

8 9 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

10 

10:15am  
      NO  Ladies’ 

Bible Study 

11 12 13 

8:00am Elders Meeting 
8:30am Leadership Board 

Meeting 
5:30pm Traditional  
      Communion 
       Worship Service 

14 

8:30am Traditional  
         Communion  
         Worship Service 
 9:30am  Education Hour  
10:45am Contemporary  

Communion  
Service   

15 16 

12::30pm OWLS 
7:30pm Band and 

Vocals 

17 

10:15am  
      NO  Ladies’ 

Bible Study 

18 19 20 

5:30pm Traditional  
      Communion 
       Worship Service 

21 

8:30am Traditional  
         Communion  
         Worship Service 
 9:30am  Education Hour  
10:45am Contemporary  

Communion  
Service   

Noon Lunch and Book   
Club 

22 23 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

24 

10:15am  
      NO  Ladies’ 

Bible Study 

25 26 27 

5:30pm Traditional  
      Communion 
       Worship Service 
6:30pm Volunteer   
       Appreciation Dinner 

28 

8:30am Traditional  
         Communion  
         Worship Service 
 9:30am  Education Hour  
10:45am Contemporary  

Communion  
Service   

29 30 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

31 

10:15am  
      NO  Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
Prince of Peace 
Dinner 

   

August 2022 


