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We are a 21st century mission church “Living Jesus,
Sharing Jesus” in our community and world.

From the Pastor
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Whether formally, or informally, most of us make New Year’s
resolutions. We want next year to be better than this past year.
In an effort to make that happen we make resolutions. Maybe
it involves our relationship with our loved ones. Maybe it is
work related. Many times it involves the care of our own bodies. It is good for us to make an evaluation of how this past
year has gone and strive to improve in the year to come.
Most of us cannot get through January before our plans have
been derailed. Many times things happen that are completely
out of our control that messes up our plans for a better life and
better relationships with others. How do we deal with the unexpected? How do we deal with life when it feels like it is spinning
out of control? Often times the problem isn’t that life seems to
be spinning out of control; the problem is that life is spinning
out of our control. God is never not in control.
The entire 16th chapter of Proverbs speaks to the issue. Here
are a couple of the verses:
Proverbs 16:3 – “Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans
will be established.”
Proverbs 16:9 – “The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord
establishes his steps.”
Isaiah also weighs in when he says – “But they who wait for the
Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings
like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and
not faint.” Isaiah 40:31
Physical exercise is certainly part of my New Year’s resolutions
but it is comforting to know that I can run and walk with the
Lord and He will take care of me.
Messiah Lutheran has established plans for the coming year.
We have established plans to build relationships with each other, with our young people, with other Lutherans, with people in
the area around the church, and people throughout the Cincinnati area. These plans will succeed only if we first run and walk
with the Lord. This is certainly a recipe for success in our
church life as well as in our personal lives.
Blessings to you and your family throughout the coming year.
Pastor Allen Stuckwisch

Upcoming Events
Jan 6 Epiphany Service at Christ Lutheran
Jan 9 Installation of Officers
Epiphany Party at Barb Degenhardt home
Jan 23 Book Club at Bev Roppel’s home

From the Elders
A Blessing for you, because the Lord your God loves
you. Deuteronomy 23:5
A new year is upon us and it is a time to look at the past and
look for the future. We have had many trials and events that
cause us to reflect on how we have grown over the last year.
We grieve for the loss of loved ones who have moved on from
this earthly, physical shell to our Father in His heavenly
home. We review our blessings from Him, having given us
new members through physical and spiritual birth. Thanking
Him for what we received by His grace. We have achieved
many blessings here at Messiah as a group and individuals
and we are all thankful for them
Give thanks to the Lord, call on His name; make known
among the nations what He has done. 1 Chronicles 16:8
We now look for the future of the year and how exciting He
will bless us this coming year. The Lord has many plans for us
this coming year. We thank Him for all of the things He has in
store for us that we await as they become know to us.
For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the
Lord. “Plans to prosper you and not harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11
May the coming year bless us all, giving us the chance to celebrate His glory, grace, and blessings. Thanking Him for all
he has done.
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From the Congregation President
Yes, here it is….another New Year! I can’t believe how time flies. As we look back at 2021, it is good to remind ourselves of our many blessings. While there are many, a few that come to mind are as follows:
Family Ministry Program – One of the things currently going very well at Messiah is our Family Ministry Program. Thanks to hard work the Family Ministry Team and Pastor, our youth group and Sunday
School is very active and firing on all cylinders. The Sunday School Christmas Program on December
15th was a testament to that success, and I don’t think it was possible not to have left that meaningful and wonderful program filled with hope, peace, joy…….and laughter.
Outreach Committee – Another very active and engaged group is our Outreach Committee. This
group (and its many supporting volunteers) has been engaged sharing Jesus in the community during so many varied events in 2021. For example, the Oktoberfest organized by this team had well
over 100 participants and was another great success….especially this being the first time (to my
knowledge) we have attempted an event quite like this.
Committed Volunteers – At Messiah, our staff and volunteers are the very backbone of our ministry.
I want to thank all of our volunteers and especially acknowledge the hard work of our departing officers and leaders:
Jean Floyd – Leadership Board
John Hiler – Elder
Joan Ramahi – Leadership Board
Ken Schuesler – Property Manger
Sharon Schuesler – Hospitality
Darrell Stephens – Property Manager
As we enter 2022, we have another very exciting year ahead at Messiah as we prepare for such opportunities as engaging as a congregation in Vision/Future Staff Planning, our new Stephens Ministry Program, and
supporting our youth as they prepare for the National Youth Gathering.
As always, please feel free to reach out of you have any questions, comments or ideas.
Blessings,
John Priebe
P.S. – Judy Stroeh has graciously agreed to serve in one of our currently open positions (Leadership Board
Member-at-Large). We continue to seek an Elder and second Property Manger.
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Book Club: Our book for January is a non-fiction titled “The Hidden Life of Trees” – What
they feel, how they communicate – discoveries from a secret world – by Peter Wohlleben.
There are extra copies in the church office. We will meet at the home of Bev Roppel, 255 Cody Ct, Fairfield, at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, January 23. Come join us!
OWLS

OWLS: We will not meet this month.

Thrivent Policy Holders: Don’t forget to direct your Choice Dollars for 2021 to Messiah. You must go on
line or call Thrivent directly at 800-847-4836. Many ministries are supported through our Choice Dollar
fund here at Messiah.

Epiphany Party
Women of Messiah, please mark your calendar for our annual Epiphany party on Sunday, January 9th. The
party will take place at Barb Degenhardt's home from 2:00 to 5:00. Please bring an appetizer or dessert to
share as well as a gift for your Secret Sis. Yes, you will finally find out who has been sending you cards and leaving things for you in the church office. If you didn't have a secret sis last year come anyway, maybe you can pick
a name for 2022! Even if you don't want to be involved in the secret sis project — join us for an afternoon of fellowship —please come!

Greenhill’s Light-up the Commons Friday December 3rd
The Rutz Family and the Ramahi Family helped Sandy and Rick Walter serve 100 cups of hot chocolate at
the Greenhill Commons Gazebo right next to Santa Claus. The hot chocolate was a big hit on a mild winter
night that featured ice sculpting, horse wagon rides and a big bonfire along with Santa and many other
Christmas activities.

Prince of Peace Dinner December 8th.
The Reigers, Walters, Heather Rutz, and the Degenhardt's with grandson Jonah served about 60 homeless people a ham dinner. Christmas gift bags of gloves, socks and toiletries were also given to everyone
who attended. An added bonus of 85 new outdoor blankets were donated by Bunny Doebling using a
Thrivent Action Team Card. Everyone took home a warm blanket on a cold winter night.

Coffee time in Narthex
Thank you to all who volunteered for coffee time - making coffee, bringing snacks or cleaning
up after church. Your help is greatly appreciated. Please prayerfully consider helping out in the
new year. Sign up on the chart in the narthex.
Thank you to Heather Rutz for agreeing to be in charge of Coffee Time. Please help her by making coffee, bringing snacks or cleaning up.
Have a blessed Christmas to all.
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January is Celebrate Life! month. See how you
can protect all human life, created and loved by
God, on the display in the entry. Gifts for
Pathway to Hope Pregnancy Care Center may be
placed in the Dollars for Diapers box.

Christmas “Progressive” Dinner at church

Mission Trip 2011
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6 Ryan Hamilton
7 Lucas Mayer
7 Cara McFadden
8 Julie Mayer
8 Logan Cochran
8 Norah Ramahi
10 Craig Dumke
13 Elizabeth Pilsner
13 Jessica Pilsner
15 Jeff Reupert
15 Jennifer Harrison
17 Susan Bennett
20 Margie Walter
21 Caitlin James
21 Carolyn Priebe
25 Robert Tanis
26 Oria Daugherty
27 Marilyn McEneny
27 Zachary Cochran
29 David Daugherty
30 John Priebe
31 Irene Doran

16 Michael & Jayme Cochran

Altar Flowers
The following families have signed
up for January:
Rice, Baldwin , Staab
Please remit your payment of $35
to
“Messiah
Altar
Society”

and place in the
Altar Society mailbox
in the church office.

Thank You!
The flowers must be paid for
before the order is placed

Thanks to two youth
group kids who cleaned
for me to earn a donation to their summer trip!
How can they work for
you? Tina B.
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January 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

5:30pm Traditional
Communion
Service
2

3

8:30am Traditional
Communion
Worship Service
9:30am Education
Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Communion
Service
9

10

8:30am Traditional
Worship Service
9:30am Education
Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Worship Service
16

17

8:30am Traditional
Communion
Worship Service
9:30am Education
Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Communion
Service
23

24

8:30am Traditional
Worship Service
9:30am Education
Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Worship Service
2:30pm Book Club
30

4

5

7:30pm Band and
Vocals

10:15am Ladies’
Bible Study

11

12

7:30pm Band and
Vocals

10:15am Ladies’
Bible Study

18

19

7:30pm Band and
Vocals

10:15am Ladies’
Bible Study

25

26

7:30pm Band and
Vocals

10:15am Ladies’
Bible Study

6

Epiphany

7

8:00am Elders Meeting
8:30am Leadership
Board Meeting
5:30pm Traditional
Worship Service

7:00pm Epiphany
Service at
Christ
Lutheran

13

8

14

15

5:30pm Traditional
Communion
Worship Service

20

21

22

5:30pm Traditional
Worship Service

27

28

29

5:30pm Traditional
Worship Service

31

8:30am Traditional
Worship Service
9:30am Education
Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Worship Service
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