
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

With the coming of Thanksgiving we are officially in the holiday season.  

Thanksgiving was just a little more than a week ago and Christmas is just 

three to four weeks away.  There are always a wide range of emotions 

running through us this time of year.  For some it is excitement thinking 

about family gatherings, Christmas parties, worship services, Christmas 

programs, and all that goes with it.  Along with excitement, many of these 

same events produces stress, feeling overwhelmed, financial burdens 

that come from overspending, diets blown because of the holiday foods 

eaten.  The Holiday season can also be a time of sadness because of 

loved ones who are no longer with us.  Christmas is a wonderful, hectic, 

joyous, and sometimes depressing time of the year. 
 

Fortunately for all who understand the true meaning of Christmas they also understand that the good news of this 

season is not dependent upon the feelings that we experience this time of year.  The Good News of this season is 

that we have a Savior who came to live, die, and rise for us and for our eternal salvation.  We have a Savior who is 

with us in the midst of our excitement.  He is there for us when we are feeling overwhelmed.  When we struggle 

with the fact that we live in a sin filled world He is there to reassure us and strengthen us.  When we remember 

loved ones who are no long with us we have the comforting message of everlasting life won for us because of Je-

sus Christ and His unconditional love for us. 
 

Christmas is a special day that is coming and we must get ready for it.  Advent is our “getting ready” time.  On the 

first Sunday of Advent, November 28, one candle on the Advent wreath gets lit, and on each Sunday in Advent, an 

additional candle will be lit.  The shape of the wreath is a circle, without beginning or end, and that reminds us of 

everlasting life in Christ.  The wreath is often made of evergreens, a symbol of life.   

The color of Advent is blue – the color of hope.  The first candle lit on the first Sunday of Advent is referred to as 

the Prophecy Candle.  This candle reminds us of the prophecy of God telling the people that Christ would come.  

On the second Sunday of Advent the Bethlehem candle is lit.  This candle reminds us of the place where Christ 

was born.  The Shepherd candle is lit on the third Sunday of Advent.  The color of this candle is pink which signifies 

the joy of the shepherds who were the first to hear about Jesus’ birth.  On the last Sunday of Advent, the Angel 

candle is lit for those who told the good news of Christ’s birth.  On Christmas Eve, the white candle, or Christ Can-

dle, is lit symbolizing the fulfillment of the prophecies and everything that Jesus Christ is. 
 

During Advent we will have special Advent worship services on the first four Wednesdays of December (December 

1, 8, 15, and 22).  On Wednesday the 15th we will have our Children’s Christmas Worship.  The services on the 1st 

8th and the 22nd will be called “Fear Not.”  We will look at the Angels appearing to the Shepherds, Joseph and 

Mary.  All of these services will begin at 7:00 p.m. with a meal prior to the service in our fellowship hall at 6:00 

p.m.  Also don’t forget our Christmas Eve worship with candlelight and Holy Communion at 5:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m. & 

11:00 p.m. and then our Christmas Day Worship, 10:00 a.m.  
 

May this season be joyful and triumphant.  Oh Come, Let Us Adore Him.   

Pastor Allen Stuckwisch 
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We rejoice with Jay’elle Ann NaShay 

Grant and her family  on her baptism 

at the Saturday service on November 

20, 2021. 
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We have our foundation “In the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” 
 

We use that phrase repeatedly, but what do we mean when 

we say the words?  Surely it’s much more than just “prayer 

boilerplate.”  It must be more than simply the letterhead on 

our message to the Almighty. 
 

I have to think of it as an admission of our own unworthi-

ness, but that God the Father took action to make us worthy 

and loved by Him.  His action in sending His Son to be our 

redeemer is the only reason that we can come to Him in 

prayer.  His Son’s coming in human flesh, not just to be an 

example of a perfectly lived life, but to be the sacrifice paying 

for our sin.   
 

That having been accomplished in God’s timetable, we now 

benefit from the indwelling and filling of the Holy Spirit in our 

day to day lives.  God is with us and in us every moment of 

every day.  Let us consciously take advantage of that, begin-

ning and ending every day “in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” asking God to fill us and 

guide us throughout the day and the night. 
 

The Elders 

Upcoming Events 
 

Dec 1   Advent Dinner (6:00pm) and  
 Service (7:00pm) 

Dec 3  “Light Up” Greenhills 

Dec 4/5 2nd Weekend of Advent   
              Hanging of the Greens 

Dec 4 “Progressive” Dinner at church 

Dec 6 Cookie Pack at Christ  

           Lutheran 

Dec 8   Advent Dinner (6:00pm) and  
            Service (7:00pm) 
Dec 11/12 3rd Weekend of Advent 
Dec 15  Advent Dinner (5:30pm) and  
           Children’s Christmas Service (7:00pm) 
Dec18/19 4th Weekend of Advent 
Dec 22  Advent Dinner (6:00pm) and  
 Service (7:00pm) 
Dec 24  Christmas Eve Services  
              (5,7, and 11 pm) 
Dec 25  Christmas Day Service (10:00am) 
Dec 26 One Service (10:00am) 
Dec 31 New Year’s Eve Service 

Prince of Peace  
Pre-Thanksgiving  
Dinner.  Thank you to 
all who helped serve. 
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From the Congregation President 

I am not exactly sure how this happened, but December is upon us!  At the time of the publishing of this Mes-

senger article, Thanksgiving will be behind us, we will be in the season of Advent, and Christmas will be right 

around the corner.  We will have also had our November Voters’ Meeting where we approved our 2022 Ministry 

Plan and budget and elected our 2022 officers.   As we consider Advent and prepare again for the coming of 

our Savior, I wanted to highlight a few Messiah happenings and key needs: 

Open Leadership Positions - While we have elected our 2022 leadership, we continue to have challenges 

filling several key open positions.  Hopefully we will have identified candidates and filled these positions 

by the time you read this, but as of the writing of this article the key open slots include an Elder, Leader-

ship Board Member-at-Large, and Property Manager position.  We are also looking for volunteer leaders 

to serve in our upcoming Stephens Ministry program that we will be rolling out in 2022.  If you have an 

interest in serving in one of these roles, please reach out to either Pastor, Shawn Horner or myself.   If 

not, please pray that God would bring us leaders to serve in these important roles.   

Christmas Celebration Dinner – In lieu of our traditional progressive dinner, this year we will be holding a 

catered Christmas Celebration Dinner on December 4th.   We will also be decorating our Sanctuary earli-

er that day.   We look forward to seeing you there for this time of Christmas fellowship, and also look for-

ward to singing some Christmas carols following dinner. 

Advent Services - will be held at 7:00pm on Wednesday December 1st, 8th, 15th and 22nd.  Join us for a 

meal prior to each of these services from 6:00pm to 6:45pm. You do not have to bring anything!! 

Children’s Christmas Program – Please mark your calendars for our Children’s Christmas Program to be 

held at the Advent Service on Wednesday, December 15th.  This represents a great way to support our 

kids as well a perfect opportunity to prepare your heart for Christmas.  The dinner that evening will be a 

spaghetti supper beginning at 5:30 pm (will still end at 6:45pm) to allow the children time to eat before 

they practice. 

Upcoming 2022 Fellowship Events – We are planning to hold a Trivia Night as well as a Game Night 

(followed by a Youth Lock-In) in early 2022.   Please look for more information on these fun fellowship 

events.   

Again, we look forward to the many events and meaningful Worship Services at Messiah throughout the Christ-

mas season. 

As always, please feel free to reach out of you have any questions, comments or ideas.   

Blessings, 

John Priebe 

Nov28  First Sunday of Advent 
Dec 1    Advent Dinner (6:00pm) and Service (7:00pm) 
Dec 4/5 2nd Weekend of Advent  Hanging of the Greens 
Dec 8    Advent Dinner (6:00pm) and Service (7:00pm) 
Dec 11/12 3rd Weekend of Advent 
Dec 15  Advent Dinner (5:30pm) and Service (7:00pm)  Children’s Christmas Service 
Dec18/19 4th Weekend of Advent 
Dec 22  Advent Dinner (6:00pm) and Service (7:00pm) 
Dec 24  Christmas Eve Services - 5 PM Contemporary Candlelight, 7 PM Traditional  
 Candlelight, 11 PM Traditional Candlelight 
Dec 25  Christmas Day Service 10 AM 
Dec. 26 One WorshipService 10 AM 
Dec 31 New Year’s Eve Service 
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 Christmas Poinsettias 
            Once again, we will be ordering Christmas poinsettias from Benken Florist. These will 

 be red flowers in a 6-inch pot. The cost will be $8.00 per plant. Envelopes can be found by the 

 bulletin board in the narthex. The deadline for ordering, along with payment will be December 5. 

COOKIE PACK TIME 
 

It's time to think Christmas Cookies for the Women's Auxiliary Cookie Pack. People in nursing homes and care cen-
ters love these little boxes and the Christmas Story! It's Monday, December 6 at 9:30 AM at Christ Lutheran 
Church, 3301 Compton Rd. We need regular cookies only by the dozens! (NO diabetic needed this year). PLEASE 
NO NUTS OR BAR COOKIES. If you cannot join us, you can make your cookies at home and deliver to Messiah by 
December 5th. We're hoping you can join us - all are welcome. 

ANGEL WISHES 
TRI-COUNTY SOUL MINISTRIES 

 
Besides the food pantry, we also have a religious-oriented ministry that seeks to nurture and encourage clients in 
their Christian walk. We currently have 36 households enrolled that includes 110 people. We try to provide at 
Christmas time, something that will make an impact on their life. 
This might be help with a car payment, car repair, tablet to use for school or payment of a water bill or rent. We 
plan to spend about $100 per person, so we can use cash donations to help make this possible. You may either 
give at Messiah and ear-mark for TCSM or make your check directly to  Tri-County SOUL Ministries and put in 
the church office. You can help make a difference! 

 Epiphany Party 
        Women of Messiah, please mark your calendar for our annual Epiphany party on  Sunday, January 9th. The  
party will take place at Barb Degenhardts's house from 2:00 to 5:00. Please bring an appetizer or dessert to share 
as well as a gift for your Secret Sis. Yes, you will finally find out who has been sending you cards and leaving things 
for you in the church office. If you didn't have a secret sis last year come anyway, maybe you can pick a name for 
2022! Even if you don't want to be involved in the secret sis project — join us for an afternoon of fellowship —
please come! 

OWLS 
No OWLS meeting in December. No Book Club meeting in December 

A very successful Oktoberfest October 30th 

•       Over 100 Attended 

•       Approximately 30 Visitors from the Local Community 

•       Tina Marie Dancers Performed 

•       Thrivent Action Team Card and Choice Dollars Covered All Expenses 

•       $878 raised for Messiah Youth Gathering 

•       Big Thanks to Leslie and Rick Schultz for Helping Organize the Event 

Pre-Thanksgiving Prince of Peace Dinner Nov 17th. 

Served about 80 dinners  

     Messiah Youth helped Serve 

     Dropped Off a Carload of Coats/Hats/Gloves 

Friday Dec 3rd.  Greenhill’s Light-up the Commons.   

Messiah will be serving Hot Chocolate next to the 

Gazebo in our New EZ-UP Tent 
 

 Wednesday Dec 8th next Prince of Peace Dinner 
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From Family Ministry 

Mission Trip 2011 

During Sunday School we will be learning about Advent and 

practicing songs for the upcoming Children’s Christmas Wor-

ship Program. Please join us! Sundays at 9:30 am.  

            
 

The Children’s Christmas Worship Program is December 15th  

(7:00pm Advent service). ALL WELCOME!  Spaghetti dinner before – 

please sign up in the narthex so we have an idea of how much food 

to prepare.  (This Advent dinner will start at 5:30pm so the children 

will have time to eat and then practice a bit.)  

RENT-A-TEEN!! Our youth are trying to 

earn money for the upcoming 2022 

Youth Gathering in Houston, and they 

would love to work for you! Keep an 

eye out for the bios about each teen 

and their talents.  

Mission Grant #2  $95,000 
 

 Healing the Invisible Wounds of War through Horses 

 
Maine is among the list of “least churched” states in the nation. It has only three Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod congregations in the entire state and only five Veteran Administration Chaplains. Dea-
coness Kim Slininger was called to Hope Lutheran Church to reach out to the extensive veteran and mil-
itary community in the Bangor area. Deaconess Kim is herself a disabled veteran, and the Spirit Warrior 
program is an extension of her ministry.  

Many veterans/service members want to connect with God. Theological discussion — as well as hearing 
of the love of Christ — take place while caring for the horses. “Equine Experiential Learning” is now a 
recognized therapy for those suffering from mental health issues. Spirit Warrior is a program that ad-
dresses the need to provide pastoral/diaconal care using horses with those who have endured the hard-
ships of war and have returned. 

 2021–2023 Biennium 

Mission Goal:  
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The preschool is having a wonderful time this Autumn!  We have had our Bike 

-a- thon in the parking lot and it turned out to be a beautiful day for the 

children to ride!  We had some new stations for the children to explore this 

year also!  We had our drive through bike wash, (pictured) we had an exercise 

station, we had an art studio (chalk)  and a "hand wash" car wash, (spray 

bottle with towels) . We also had Forest Park Police Officer Rebecca and 

Fire Fighter Julie from the Greenhills fire station give a talk about bike 

safety and "Stranger Danger".  All of the children had a wonderful time and 

the parents that were able to stay had a blast also!  
 

The three year olds had a fire safety talk with "Fire Fighter Julie" and the 

children were able to go out to the church parking lot for a chance to get 

into an ambulance and a Fire truck!  They even were able to squirt the hose! 

The four year old classes were able to go to the fire station and have a new 

experience! (we were unable to do the fire station field trip last year due 

to covid concerns, but all was well this year for us!! (lots of social 

distancing and masks still, but it is seeming to be a bit more "normal" 

year!) 
 

You may recognize one of the children in the pictures! It is Bodhi Weikert! 

A family member of one of your church families!  We are so glad to welcome 

him at school this year!! 
 

Our three year olds were also able to take a field trip to enjoy a beautiful 

fall day in Winton Woods!  The families all met at the Parcours Trail and we 

spent the morning exercising, hiking, and looking for fall treasures.  It 

was a wonderful day!  
 

As you can tell, we are enjoying being back at Messiah and back at school!  

Until next time, 

Jan Johnson and the Greenhills Co-op 
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Altar Flowers 
The following families have signed 

up for December: 
Rice, Hiler 

 

Please remit your payment of $35 
to 

 “Messiah  

Altar  

Society”  
and place in the  

Altar Society mailbox  
in the church office. 

Thank You! 

 
The flowers must be paid for  

before the order is placed 

 M e s s e n g e r  D e a d l i n e  for the January 

issue is  

December 15.  

Send articles to clherron1@gmail.com 

Join us for  

Advent Services  

at 7pm on  

December 1,8,15,22. 

Dinner will be served  

prior to each service  

beginning at  

6:00pm. 

WORK DAY THANK YOU 
 

Many thanks to the following people who gave their 

time and energy to our Fall Work Day: Darrell Ste-

phens, John Michael, Mel Schobert, Gary Logsdon, 

Jerry Rice, Chuck Degenhardt, Barb Degenhardt, 

Cheri Herron, Jim Worachek, Jane Dumke, Ken 

Schuesler, and Karen Schuerman. Our church and 

grounds look great. Thank you! 

2 Stan Capal 
2 Anna Rottinghaus 
4 Audrey McGuire 
7 Brian Pilsner 
7 Anne Nolan 
10 Susan Silver 
11 Scott Schuesler 
12 Kyle Morison 
12 Judy Byers 
13 Abigail Farler 
13 Ken Herrmann 
14 Nickolas Streib 
16 Sara Daugherty 
16 Joe Mishurda 
16 Sandy Jackisch 
17 Steve Horner 
17 Matthew Beckman 
18 Christina Bow 
21 John Hiler 
22 Holly Yeatts 
24 Karen Ditz 
24 David Rottinghaus 
27 Matthew Budke 
28 Gail Lipps 
28 Stella Gardner 
29 Nancy Beckman 
29 Kevin Baldwin 
30 Marjorie Smith 
31 Jan Friedrich 

10 Kyle and Carol Morison 
24 Mark and April Gottula 
24 Adam and Jessica Gottula 
27 Joe and Jane Mishurda 

2021 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

10:15am Ladies’ 
Bible Study 

6:00pm Advent 
Dinner 

7:00pm Advent 
Service 

2 3 4 

8:00am Men’s Bible  
       Breakfast 
Decorate Sanctuary 
5:30pm Traditional  
      Communion 
6:30pm Christmas  
        Dinner 

5 

8:30am Traditional  
         Communion  
         Worship Service 
 9:30am  Education Hour  
10:45am Contemporary  

Communion  
Service   

6 7 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

8 

10:15am Ladies’ 
Bible Study 

6:00pm Advent 
Dinner 

7:00pm Advent 
Service 

9 10 11 

8:00am Elders Meeting 
8:30am Leadership Board 

Meeting 
5:30pm Traditional  
              Worship Service 
  
  

12 

8:30am Traditional  
         Worship Service 
9:30am   Education Hour  
10:45am Contemporary   

Worship Service 

13 14 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

15 

10:15am Ladies’ 
Bible Study 

5:30pm Advent 
Dinner 

7:00pm Advent 
Service  

Children's Service 

16 17 18 

5:30pm Traditional  
      Communion 
       Worship Service 
  
  

19 

8:30am Traditional  
         Communion  
         Worship Service 
 9:30am  Education Hour  
10:45am Contemporary  

Communion  
Service   

20 21 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

22 

6:00pm Advent 
Dinner 

7:00pm Advent 
Service 

23 24 
5:00pm  
7:00pm 
11:00pm 

25 

10:00am Christmas Day 
Service 

  

26 

10:00am Worship  
               Service 

27 28 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

29 

 
30 31 

7:00pm  
  

December 2021 

Christmas  
Eve  
Worship  
Services 

Christmas Day 


