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We are a 21st century mission church “Living Jesus,
Sharing Jesus” in our community and world.

From the Pastor
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
There is certainly a lot going on in our world today. Just a few weeks
ago a new president was inaugurated. There is a desire by many for
peace and unity to a fractured nation. We are also still in the midst of
a pandemic and many are hoping that the vaccine will be distributed
quickly and the results will be effective. All of this leads people to
have a feeling of uncertainty about what the future holds. As Christians how do we respond to all that is happening around us and within
our own lives? The answer may sound like a cliché but it really is that
simple – “Trust God and Love one another.”
We must never forget that God is really in control. Jesus said – “Love
the Lord God with all of our heart, with all of your mind and with all of
your strength. And Love you neighbor as yourself.” Jesus also said in
John 34 & 35 – “As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”
“By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you love one
another.”
Loving as Christ loves is not the same as loving the neighbor as oneself. Some love themselves very little – even hate themselves – and
to love the brother or sister like that is not enough. Neither is it
enough to love only those who love us. Such love falls far short of
what Jesus has in mind.

Ash Wednesday
Service
at 7:00pm
February 17,2021
Lenten Worship at
7:00pm
Wednesday
February 24, and
March 3, 10, 17, 24

We cannot conceive of Christ’s kind of love unless we first become His
disciples. Disciples are persons reborn in the water and Word of Baptism, persons whose heart the Holy Spirit has changed through the
Gospel. They receive new powers, for they are renewed in the life of
Christ.
Such people cannot keep their commitment to Christ locked up in the
inside. Their mutual love becomes a noticeable mark by which everyone knows whose people they are. What a confession of faith such
love is!
Regardless of whom the president is and regardless of what the future holds – God is in control. And as we follow Him as His disciples
and as we seek to love God and love others, that will go a long way in
not only helping to bring peace and unity to our world, but it will also
help us to have peace in our own lives.
May God bless you and your family now and always.
Pastor Allen Stuckwisch

Upcoming Events
Feb 6 LWML Zone Meeting
Feb 17 Ash Wednesday
Feb 21 Voters’ Meeting
Feb 24 Lenten Service
Mar 3 Lenten Service
Mar 10 Lenten Service
Mar 17 Lenten Service
Mar 17 Prince of Peace Dinner
Mar 24 Lenten Service
Mar 26 Palm Sunday
Apr 1 Maundy Thursday
Apr 2 Good Friday
Apr 4 Feast of the Resurrection
Easter Sunday
June 24-27 LWML National Convention in Lexington, KY

Our prayers and sympathies to the
families of Jeanette Rodencal. A
Celebration of Life service was held
at Messiah on January 16, 2021
with the family and streamed for
many others. Pastors Stuckwisch
and Berner officiated.

From the Elders
Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies, but
test everything; hold fast to what is good. Abstain from
every form of evil. I Thessalonians 5:19-22
In 2020, I was moved to write on the verses preceding this (1618), but before moving on, consider these verses. How might we
“quench the Spirit”, and how can we avoid doing so? Well, each
of us needs to consider our motivations. The phrase “What
Would Jesus Do?” is a good start for a barometer, but is that always easily applied to the job, the home, the office, or rush-hour
traffic(!)? We might also ask (and this doesn’t fit into an acronym) “Would my action here encourage other believers to be
strong, or unbelievers to think of Christ?”
“Do not despise prophecies, but test everything.” Very little of
Biblical prophecy involves foretelling the future, rather it is largely
“forth-telling” from the Word of God. To a great extent, for us
that involves what? Listening to (and applying!) the Pastor’s sermons and teaching! And also “test everything.” What are we
talking about, ACT, SAT, pH? Think of Acts 17:11 “they received
the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to
see if these things were so.” Think about that. You’re going to
accomplish that by reading the Bible, being involved in a fellowship Bible study, daily meditation on the Bible.
I’ve heard the illustration of a person having two dogs, a carnal
dog and a spiritual dog. If the person only feeds the carnal dog,
should the dogs get into a fight, I wonder which one would win.
Feed your spiritual self! I guess that might have covered “hold
fast to what is good. Abstain from every form of evil.” Yes every
form of it. May God in Christ bless you and hold you close.
Randy Gross, John Hiler, Steve Horner, John Michael, Rich Rutz
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February 21st Voters’ Meeting.
Sunday worship service at 10 am.
Meeting following worship at 11:15
The meeting will be in person and virtual..
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From the Congregation President
As this is my first message of the year, I want to start by saying that it is an honor and privilege to serve Messiah as congregational president. When Laura and I were seeking a church home in 2007, we were attracted by Messiah’s music program, youth program, and welcoming and adventurous spirit. We were truly welcomed with open arms and Messiah felt like home from the very start. Since that time, I continue to be impressed by our members’ giving spirit and willingness to serve. This has been readily apparent to me as recently as late last year when the Nominating Committee was tasked with identifying the new slate of officers.
Given the current pandemic scenario, we were concerned for a time but, as usual, God moved in our hearts
and the members of Messiah stepped up to address and fill the need. For these things (and many others), I
am grateful.
I also want to thank Chris Berndt for his leadership as President the last two years. I have learned a lot from
Chris, who has always been cheerful, organized and helpful to me in so many ways. In the last few weeks, I
have a new awareness that he made this role look easy, and we were and are blessed to have him.
Looking Back: On the topic of blessings (which hopefully you will hear a lot of from me), I want to share the
following information from the close of 2020:
 As has been the pattern over the last few years, we were behind financially through much of the year.
However, the gap closed as we approached the year’s end. I am pleased to announce that we were able
to finish the year $14 in the black! Thanks be to God!
 We also communicated to you about our pledge shortfall toward the end of 2020. Through the generosity and commitment of our members, this was eliminated by the year’s end and our pledges are now in line
with our approved 2021 budget.
Looking Forward: As a congregation, we have a number of challenges before us. However, I was also struck
during Pastor’s Epiphany message about how things maybe are not all that different now than they were
2000 years ago. There has always been anxiety and uncertainty about the future, and now (as in the past)
our directive is to trust in God. With this in mind and given the continuing pandemic, the Leadership Board
will be focusing on the following:

Continuing to Improve Streaming/Worship Accessibility - While we continue to make improvements, we
are still occasionally having technical challenges. We also have a significant need for volunteers. Improving this will continue to be a top priority of 2021 and we ask your patience as we work through this process. Our new equipment was delayed a bit due to our supplier (Tom Rutledge) having COVID, but we
hope to have it installed soon. Chris has also agreed to continue to lead this coordination for the near future. We are praying for a mighty team of volunteers to assist with this effort. If you feel called to serve
in this critical capacity, please talk to Chris, Matt Gardner, or anyone on Leadership Board. We would welcome your involvement.
 Identify Creative Ways to Serve Our Members and Outreach - This pandemic has made us rethink many
things, including our approach to service and outreach. I have challenged the Leadership Board to think
and pray about the following question: “How can we as a ministry most-effectively connect with our
church members and community during a pandemic?” I have also challenged them to dare to be creative. If you have input or thoughts on this question, please share with me or anyone on Leadership Board.
 Continue to Reduce our Mortgage Balance - Over the last two years, we were blessed to be able to reduce
our mortgage balance by over $80,000 (thanks in large part to our anonymous matching donor). We currently have a mortgage balance just under $70,000. This is now within reach of payoff and will continue
to be a focus in 2021….just dream of the many ways we could serve and bless our community and our
world if we could use apply this monthly payment directly to our mission!
Thank you for your trust and support, and I welcome you to reach out at any time and share any thoughts or
ideas you may have. I also request that you continue to pray for our pastor and leadership.
Blessings,
John Priebe
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Book Club – We will continue to meet by Zoom, as that allows more people to partici-

pate in the discussion. Our next discussion will be Sunday, February 14th at 2:30 p.m. The
book for February is “Out of my Mind” by Sharon Draper. This story concerns a young girl
named Melody who was born with cerebral palsy and is unable to speak. This touching story
speaks to the humanity that we all share, and you will find it a fascinating read. Extra copies
are in the church office. It’s a quick read, so consider joining us this month. Contact Bunny
Doebling (513-543-0295 or doebling4@fioptics.com) for addition information.

LWML Stamp Collection – We are still collecting commemoratives, foreign stamps,
1st day covers and all uncancelled stamps (no ordinary stamps). Please try to leave a
good border if you cut off of an envelope. If a postcard – it should be left whole. You can
turn in to the church office (plastic bag please) and we will mail to the correct person
who cashes them in to be added to the Mites collection for missions

Messiah Women in Mission LWML
WINTER BIBLE STUDY on February 6 at 10:00
in the Fellowship Hall
“Godly Living in a Pagan World – It’s Not All About Us”

LWML Cincinnati Zone will meet via Zoom in the Fellowship Hall to enjoy a Bible study
led by Pastor Mark Etter of Bethany Lutheran, Erlanger.
“Godly Living in a Pagan World – It’s Not all About Us” will ask hard questions: How
does our culture challenge our faith? Must faith confront culture when said that God
is not important? Is there danger in the erosion of our faith as we compromise to the world? The story of Daniel, Daniel 3:1-30
Helping the Homeless
We are collecting the following personal care items for homeless individuals in the hotels served by
Prince of Peace Lutheran and Tolbert House, and for others who stop by Prince of Peace needing
help, offering the church a wonderful opportunity to teach others about Jesus. Collection box in the
narthex: Deodorant Toothbrushes & paste
Feminine Products
Shampoo & Bar Soap

The National LWML Convention will meet in
Lexington, KY

Date: June 24–27, 2021
Location: Lexington, Kentucky
Theme: Running the Race … Looking to Jesus
Scripture Verse: Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud
of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely,
and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is
seated at the right hand of the throne of God (Hebrews 12:1-2).
Think about going — it is nearby — very inspirational and uplifting. Information about the convention can be
found at www.lwml.org/2021-convention or in the Women’s Quarterly located in the revolving rack in the
narthex.
Messiah Messenger
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2021 Outreach Calendar
Mar 17
Jun 9
TBD
Sept 8
Oct 10
Oct 30
Nov 17
Dec 5
Dec 8

Prince of Peace Dinner
Prince of Peace Dinner
Prince of Peace Summer Cookout
Prince of Peace Dinner
Greenhills Harvest Fest
Messiah Octoberfest Community Meal
Prince of Peace Pre-Thanksgiving Dinner
Greenhills Let it Snow Festival
Prince of Peace Dinner

Prince of Peace Wednesday Dinners are back on the calendar for 2021. We provided 60 Hamburger
Meals in “To-Go” boxes January 13th. This was a last-minute replacement meal for a church that cancelled due to COVID-19 issues. Thrivent Choice Dollars were used to fund this meal.
We are continuing to provide “To-Go” breakfast bags to accompany the Sunday hot breakfasts at
Prince of Peace. Currently each week Prince of Peace provides 70 breakfasts to homeless families
temporarily housed in hotels by the City and approximately 60 breakfast served at the church. On January 17th, we prepared 512 “To-Go” breakfast bags including a granola bar, sugar, creamer and bottled
water. Thank you Bunny Doebling for providing a Thrivent Action Team Card to fund this activity.
Since it appears we will be providing “To-Go” breakfast bags and possibly dinners for the foreseeable
future, if anyone would like to use a Thrivent Action Team card to help purchase the food and supplies,
please contact Jim Worachek (worachekjames@gmail.com or 513-526-3540
Greenhills community activities are starting to appear back on the calendar in 2021. We plan to participate in the Greenhills Harvest Fest October 10th and the Greenhills Let it Snow Festival December 5th.

Mission Trip 2011
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Family Resource of the Month - February 2021
Imaginative Prayer: A Yearlong Guide for Your Child’s Spiritual Formation, by Jared Patrick Boyd, Intervarsity Press, 2017.
If you’ve ever taught Sunday School, or if you can remember Sunday School
yourself, you know the feeling of trying to grab the attention of squirming kids.
Flannelgraphs, talking vegetables, silly games, these are all ways adults try to
keep kids attention during Sunday School. This book is different.
The goal of many Sunday School curricula is biblical literacy. Other programs, in
an effort to be relevant, abandon Bible stories and focus on “key points.” There
isn’t anything wrong with either of those approaches, but they both emphasize
head knowledge. Boyd’s approach is much more about experiencing God, and
fostering a connection with God.
In the introduction, Boyd talks about Sam, a fifth grade boy recently diagnosed
with ADHD. He meets with Sam and his parents after church, and describes how
he retold the story of the lame man being lowered through the rooftop before
Jesus. As he told the story, he invited Sam to close his eyes and imagine that he
was the lame man. Sam was not only engaged with the Bible story, he was actually experiencing it
Boyd describes this as “daydreaming together for the greater glory of God.” It’s actually a centuries old process called Lectio Divinia, or sacred reading. Once you share this kind of experience with your child, you then
have a connection and a shared vocabulary. You both have a memory also, one on which you can draw in later conversations and experiences. This deeper kind of Bible knowledge is transformative.
It may be a little late in the month to start a yearlong journey, but never fear, this is a book you can pick up
and jump into any time of year. It’s also a method that once learned, can be adapted to any Bible story, beyond the 52 that are in the book. We used this book for a short time in jr/sr high Bible study, so Owen and
Poppy Magill have some first-hand experience. It’s not a “book for busy parents,” but it’s a book that invites
busy parents to slow down.
If you’re intrigued, pick up acopy of this book from the church bookshelf, watch a sample lesson at this link
https://youtu.be/YWkyEvJnum8, or listen to an interview of the author at this link https://youtu.be/
OaGuMQT8pIg.
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2021

1 Jessica Gottula
1 Emilie Carson
3 Kathy Johnson
4 Cheri Herron
6 Michael Cochran
7 Logan Stroeh
9 Art Friedrich
11 Rayshood Herron
15 Lindsay Harrison
15 Jessica Kessler
17 Ken McGuire
17 Timothy Inman
18 Sue Worachek
19 Randy Green
19 Katie Farler
21 Jerry Rice
22 Karen Schuerman
22 Adam Gottula
22 Ross Gottula
23 Kevin Budke
23 Pat Magill
23 Eva Reupert
24 Dick Walter
28 Dia Ramahi
28 Judy Stroeh

17 Ken and Sharon Schuesler
19 Frank and Jean Floyd
28 Brian and Jennifer Pilsner

Altar Flowers
The following families have signed
up for February:

Herron, Hiler and Dumke
Please remit your payment of $35
to
“Messiah
Altar
Society”

and place in the
Altar Society mailbox
in the church office.

Thank You!
The flowers must be paid for
before the order is placed

A daily prayer
Whatever happens today, dear Lord, help us remember that you are present. If we find ourselves
in the shadows of disappointment or rejection or
pain, let us see your comforting light. If we’re in the
radiant light of success or acceptance or wholeness, may we acknowledge your providence and
grace. Wherever we are, grant us the assurance of
your nearness. Amen.

M e s s e n g e r D e a d l i n e for the March
issue is
February 15.

Send articles to clherron1@gmail.com
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February 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17
7:00pm Worship
Service

18

19

20

21 Voters’ Meeting
10:00am Worship Service
11:15am Voters’ Meeting

22

23

24
7:00pm Worship
Service

25

26

27

8:30am Traditional
Communion
Worship Service
9:30am Online
Education Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Communion
Service
8:30am Traditional
Worship Service
9:30am Online
Education Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Worship Service
2:30pm Zoom Book Club

7:30pm Band and
Vocals

7:30pm Band and
Vocals

7:30pm Band and
Vocals

7:30pm Band and
Vocals

8:00am Men’s Bible
Breakfast
10:00am LWML
Streamed Zone
Bible Study
5:30pm Traditional
Communion
Worship Service
7:30am Elders Meeting
8:30am Leadership
Board Meeting
5:30pm Traditional
Worship Service

5:30pm Traditional
Communion
Worship Service

5:30pm Traditional
Worship Service

28

8:30am Traditional
Worship Service
9:30am Online
Education Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Worship Service
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