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M e s s e n g e r  
Januar y  2021 

10416 Bossi Lane 

Cincinnati, OH  45218 

www.messiahgrh.org 

(513)-825-4768 
We are a 21st century mission church “Living Jesus, 

Sharing Jesus” in our community and world. 

From the Pastor 

Dear Brother’s and Sister’s in Christ, 
 

We are at the beginning of a brand new year.  2020 was probably 

the most challenging year any of us has had.  The coronavirus has 

affected all of us in some way or another.  I have had family mem-

bers and friends infected.  I have known families who have lost loved 

ones from the virus.  We have probably never been so happy to leave 

a year and go into another hoping and praying that things will be bet-

ter. 
 

Regarding the coronavirus there seems to be a light at the end of the 

tunnel.  We are cautiously optimistic.  Regardless of what the near 

and distant future holds for us we can be assured that God will be 

with us every step of the way. 
 

2020 presented us with some challenges but every challenge can be 

an opportunity.  Messiah did ministry in a way that we never thought 

we would have to when the year started.  With the help of God we 

adjusted and continued on.  It is natural for us to want to go back to 

the way things were.  As we get older we realize that as we move 

through life things continue to change – some for the better and 

some not so much.  What are we to do?  How do we deal with the 

unexpected?  How do we deal with change?  How do we deal with life 

when it feels like it is spinning out of control?  Often times the prob-

lem isn’t that life seems to be spinning out of control; the problem is 

that life is spinning out of our control.  God is never not in control. 
 

The entire 16th chapter of Proverbs speaks to the issue.  Here are a 

couple of the verses: 

Proverbs 16:3 – “Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans 

will be established.” 

Proverbs 16:9 – “The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord 

establishes his steps.” 
 

Messiah Lutheran has established plans for the coming year.  Like 

last year, who knows how some of those plans may change?  The 

same is true in our own personal lives.  Once again – “Commit your 

work to the Lord, and your plans will be established.”  God is in con-

trol.   
 

Blessings to you and your family throughout the coming year. 

Pastor Allen Stuckwisch 



From the Elders 
Upcoming Events 

 

Dec 31      7:00 pm New Year’s 
Eve Service 
(Communion) 

Jan 6         7:00 pm Epiphany  
                  Service 
Jan 10        Installation of Officers 
Feb 17       Ash Wednesday 
Feb 21      Voters’ Meeting 
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As we enter a new year, a year that we all hope will see this Coro-

navirus pandemic come to an end, we Christians need to take a 

step back and take a good hard look at ourselves to determine 

how we face the uncertainty of daily living until this finally ends.  
  

We are a people of faith, not a people of fear!  The scripture reads 

“Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death”  

not “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of no toi-

let paper”.  
  

Our faith is being tested. Passing or failing, your response will 

mark a significant milestone in your walk of faith. But even more 

importantly, how you deal with this test is your Christian witness!  
 

In times like these, people will notice someone who responds dif-

ferently than the crowd. True faith is the thing that empowers us to 

respond differently. This is not to say we will not have anxious feel-

ings or experience moments of doubt, but ultimately our response 

should be grounded in God’s promises.  
 

Real faith is believing God’s promises are more real than anything 

we can see or feel in this world...and that includes the coronavirus 

and empty shelves on the toilet paper aisle.  
  

2 Corinthians 5:7 “For we live by faith and not by sight.”  
 

Yours in Christ,  

The Elders  

Randy Gross, John Hiler, Steve Horner, John Michael, Rich Rutz 

We celebrate with the Mayer family 

and friends on the baptism of  

Edwin James Mayer, son of Peter 

and Christie Mayer on December 

25.  Congratulations and many 

blessings to the family. 

Waiting until God is heard 
 

We’re often taught that prayer is speaking to God. And of course, that’s part of it. It’s good to pray for the well-

being and needs of others — even Jesus prayed for his disciples. It’s okay to pray for our own growth in faith 

and love. It’s a wonderful, powerful thing, modeled especially by the Psalmists, to give God thanks and praise. 

And God welcomes our cries of pain and sorrow, offering the Spirit’s help when words fail us (Romans 8:26). 
 

But through the ages, many deeply faithful followers of Christ have practiced contemplative prayer, centering 

prayer and other forms of stillness before God. Danish theologian Søren Kierkegaard (1813-1855) expressed 

it this way: “To pray does not mean to listen to oneself speaking. Prayer involves becoming silent, and being 

silent, and waiting until God is heard.” 
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From the Congregation President 

As my term as President comes to an end, I wish to thank all the members of the past Leadership Boards, El-

ders, Staff, Lay Leaders and Congregation for their support in my 7 years of elected service to Messiah.  I also 

wish to offer my support and encouragement to the upcoming leaders of the congregation in 2021:  John 

Priebe and Shawn Horner.  Also, thank you to John Michael to agreeing to serve as an Elder and the others 

that are continuing or extending their terms to round out the new support for our staff.   God has placed excel-

lent leaders in our midst to help us all spread the Good News of Jesus Christ in our Community and World.  All 

new-term and continuing-term leaders will be installed on the weekend of January 9/10th. 
 

As we move into 2021, the Leadership Board asks for your input on our Quarterly Voter’s Meetings.  We have 

assembled a short survey for your input.  It will be open from now until the end of January.  You can access the 

survey at: https://forms.gle/MxeuubBJvxPgxooq6, or we have paper copies on the Welcome Desk in the Nar-

thex and in the Church Office.  Thank you in advance for your input as it will help us plan for future and impact 

proposals for an update to our Congregation By-Laws. 
 

 

As it stands today, we are still projecting an $8,000 shortfall in 2021.  This is greatly improved over the 

$26,000 shortfall that was shown at the November Voter’s Meeting.  Thank you to everyone who has an-

swered the call to make generous pledges of your treasures.  We continue to receive pledges for 2021, so it 

isn’t too late to get yours in. 
 

During the month of January we will also install our new Audio/Video system that will convert us from an ana-

log system to a digital system.  You should notice a big improvement in our streaming capability.  If you would 

like to be part of this team, we need you.  There is a goal to have enough A/V support so that volunteers only 

need to serve once every 2 months. Share the opportunity to reach outside our walls into the dark world.  Hav-

ing a large team will also allow you to worship as you normally would most weeks.  If you feel called to help 

out, please let myself or anyone on the Leadership Board know and we will be sure to explain the simplified 

system to you. 
 

Thank you again for your support to me and the rest of the Leadership, Staff and Lay Leaders.  Stay healthy 

and strong in the Lord. 
 

Blessings, 

Chris Berndt 

November giving nearly met expens-

es, maintaining a close gap as we 

approach the end of the year.  

Thank you for giving to support the 

ministries of Messiah and pushing 

us toward giving 10% of our budget 

outside the walls.  
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Many thanks to all of the musicians who shared their talents during our Advent and 

Christmas services. Special thanks to Kacie Kenyon, our youngest musician, who played 

her clarinet for three services!  
 

Musical offerings will continue to be part of our traditional services in 2021. We look for-

ward to hearing singers and instrumentalists of all ages. I am hopeful that it will be safe to 

have handbell and choir rehearsals as we prepare for Lent and Easter this year. These will 

be organized in a way to allow for short term commitments. If you would like to be a part 

of our music ministry or have any questions or suggestions, please contact Cathy Carson 

at 513-824-1241 or cathycarson82@gmail.com. 

Book Club will meet via ZOOM this month on Sunday, January 10 at 2:30 p.m. The book 

for discussion is The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho. A shepherd boy searches for his treasure. 

There are extra copies in the church office if you’d like to join us – it is a rather short book. 

The invitation will come from pastor’s computer around 2:00  p.m. on that day. Book Club 

members will automatically be included. Anyone else please notify Bunny Doebling at 543-

0295 to get the link. 

EPIPHANY PARTY  — Unfortunately, due to COVID, we will not be having our annual Epiphany party in Janu-

ary 2021. However, we would like to continue the Secret Sis tradition. If you had a Secret Sis this year you 

can leave her Christmas gift in the church office, or give it to her directly when you see her in church. 
 

For anyone interested in being a part of our Secret Sis fun for 2021, stop in the office and fill out an infor-

mation card and drop it in the jar. To make things easier also fill out a self-addressed envelope. Early next 

year, we will have someone match names and mail your Secret Sis’s name and information to you. During 

2021 you can send your secret sis cards or small trinkets on special days or just because. We also pray for 

each other regularly. Then in January of 2022, when the danger of COVID is over, we will have a get together 

where we will eat, drink and be merry and find out who our Secret Sis is. 

Tri-County SOUL Ministries thanks all 

who contributed to our Angel Wishes 

campaign. We were able to meet our 

goal and help the 38 families that 

were involved. You were truly the 

hands of Jesus. Please follow us on 

Facebook to get updates and see pic-

tures of our various activities. 

Thrivent Update – The following individuals have given 

their  2020 Choice Dollars to Messiah this year: Chris 

Berndt, Bunny & Wayne Doebling, Phil Dumpke, Gary 

Logsdon, Cecil Rahe, Mark Schmetzer, Judy Stroeh, Judy & 

Mike Volk, Rick Walter. If your name is not here,  don’t forget 

the deadline for donation of 2020 Choice Dollars is March 

31. Activities supported this year were: Lost & Found Con-

cert, Confirmation expenses, Prince of Peace Dinners & Go 

packs, Gift Cards and stamps for college students.  
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Mission Trip 2011 

Messiah’s Women in Mission (LWML) has mailed it’s fall encouragement package to the following 

college students: Claudia Bow, Ethan Daugherty, Oria Daugherty, Mr. & Mrs. Keith Hamilton, Ja-

son Kennedy, Katie Michael, Carolyn Priebe, Kate Priebe, Jayson Schuesler and Maggie Streib. 

Please let the church office know if we missed anyone. 

Outreach Calendar: 
 

Mar 17, 2021   Prince of Peace Dinner 

Jun 9, 2021  Prince of Peace Dinner 

Sept 8, 2021  Prince of Peace Dinner 

Nov 17,2021  Prince of Peace Pre-Thanksgiving Dinner 

Dec 8,2021  Prince of Peace Dinner 
 

Prince of Peace has restarted Wednesday evening meals with to-go boxes. In addition to the five scheduled 

Dinners in 2021, Messiah will continue to provide to-go bags to pair with Sunday morning breakfasts 

served at Prince-of-Peace. This ministry is greatly appreciated by many in downtown Cincinnati. 
 

Prince of Peace Bridge Ministry does not appear to be open at this time. In December Messiah delivered 

multiple baskets of blankets, coats, gloves and warm socks. 
 

Thank You to Thrivent for Thrivent Choice Dollars and to Hailey Tanczer, Judy Stroeh, Cheri 

Herron, Bunny Doebling and Gary Logsdon for donating Thrivent Action Team Cards to cov-

er the cost of the Prince of Peace meals and warm clothing for the winter. 
 

Meals on Wheels supports the Council on Aging in Northern Kentucky, Hamilton and Butler 

Counties.  Jim Worachek has delivered meals to shut-ins living in local neighborhoods 

such as Greenhills, Forest Park, Springfield Township, Mount Healthy, Fairfield, Hamilton, 

Westchester, Blue Ash and Sycamore Township. Special deliveries were made December 

18 and December 23 to make sure all the clients were served meals during the Holidays. 

        Love them all, Celebrate Life!    

  
January is Celebrate Life month. The table in 

the entry offers opportunities:  
 

    1)   LEARN - Information and updates from 

Lutherans for Life, Cincinnati Right to Life 

    2)   GIVE    - Dollars for Diapers for Pathway 

to Hope Pregnancy Care Center (instead of Baby Bottles this year) 

    3)   SERVE - Help Pathway to Hope PCC by sorting clothing donations, etc. 

The Greek root of the word deaconess (diakonia) means servant. Phoebe, named in Romans 16:1-2, was a 

helper to Paul and others. She is often considered the first deaconess.   
 

At the 2019 LWML convention, a grant in the amount of $90,000 was pledged to the Dea-

coness Ministry LWML Office of International Mission. Your gifts of mites to LWML is provid-

ing educational and financial support to LCMS partner churches in the Philippines, Latvia, 

Liberia, Indonesia, Malaysia, and India, all of which introduced deaconess training programs 

in their church bodies. The students are underprivileged women with a passion to serve the 

Lord and His people in  churches.  As of November 30, 2020, mite offerings of $39,523 

have been sent.  
 

The LWML Winter 2020 Quarterly in the rack in the narthex has an interesting article about 

this grant.  
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Music during our 
services 

The Jesse Tree 
—  

Christmas  
service on 
Dec20th 
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Altar Flowers 
The following families have signed 

up for January: 
 

Please remit your payment of $35 
to 

 “Messiah  

Altar  

Society”  
and place in the  

Altar Society mailbox  
in the church office. 

Thank You! 

 
The flowers must be paid for  

before the order is placed 

 M e s s e n g e r  D e a d l i n e  for the February  

issue is  

January 15.  

Send articles to clherron1@gmail.com 

16 Michael and Jayme Cochran 
24 Alan and Marsha Wingo  

6 Ryan Hamilton 
7 Lucas Mayer 
7 Cara McFadden 
8 Julie Mayer 
8 Logan Cochran 
8 Norah Ramahi 
10 Craig Dumke 
13 Elizabeth Pilsner 
13 Jessica Pilsner 
15 Jennifer Harrison 
15 Jeff Reupert 
17 Susan Bennett 
17 Ray Ash 
20 Margie Walter 
21 Caitlin James 
21 Carolyn Priebe 
25 Bob Tanis 
26 Oria Daugherty 
27 Marilyn McEneny 
27 Zachary Cochran 
29 David Daugherty 
30 John Priebe 
31 Irene Doran 

The November issue of the  
Cincinnati Lutheran is available at 
www.cincinnatilutheran.org.  There 
is a lot of information about the 
what is going on in the Federatio 
and other area Lutheran churches.   
There is now a facebook page also: 
https://www.facebook.com/
CincinnatiLutheran/ 

The 2021 altar flower chart is on 
the bulletin board in the narthex. 
Sign up to provide altar flowers for 
a special occasion, a celebration,  a 
remembrance or just to the glory of 
God..  Many dates throughout the 
year are available 

The December ham 
dinner that we pro-
vided and served as 
a to-go dinner at 
Prince of Peace. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 
8:00am Men’s Bible 

Breakfast 
5:30pm Traditional  
        Communion 
        Worship Service 

3 
8:30am Traditional  
         Communion  
         Worship Service 
 9:30am Online  
         Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary  

Communion  

4 5 
7:30pm Band and 

Vocals 

6 
7:00pm Epiphany      

Service 
 

7 8 9 
7:30am Elders Meeting 
8:30am Leadership 

Board Meeting 
5:30pm Traditional  
        Worship Service 

10 
8:30am Traditional  
         Worship Service 
9:30am Online  
         Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary   

Worship Service 
2:30pm Zoom Book Club 

11 12 
7:30pm Band and 

Vocals 

13 
10:30am  Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 
 

14 15 16 
5:30pm Traditional  
        Communion 
        Worship Service 

17 
8:30am Traditional  
         Communion  
         Worship Service 
 9:30am Online  
         Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary  

Communion  
Service  

18 19 
7:30pm Band and 

Vocals 

20 
10:30am  Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 
 

21 22 23 
5:30pm Traditional  
           Worship Service 

24 
8:30am Traditional  
         Worship Service 
9:30am Online  
         Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary   

Worship Service 

25 26 
7:30pm Band and 

Vocals 

27 
10:30am  Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
 
 

28 29 30 
5:30pm Traditional  
           Worship Service 

31 
8:30am Traditional  
         Worship Service 
9:30am Online  
         Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary   

Worship Service 

      

January 2021 

Installation of Officers 

I refuse to accept the view that mankind is so tragically bound to the starless midnight of racism 
and war that the bright daybreak of peace and brotherhood can never become reality. 
I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word. 

—Martin Luther King Jr. 


