
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

The season of Advent began Sunday, November 29.  Advent is a time of 

preparation for the coming of the celebration of Christmas as well as a 

time to look forward to Christ coming again.  Let me share a few 

thoughts regarding the season of Advent. 
 

We have to get ready for almost everything in life.  Christmas is a special day that is coming and we must get 

ready for it.  Advent is our “getting ready” time.  On the first Sunday of Advent, November 29, one candle in the 

Advent wreath was lit, and on each Sunday in Advent, an additional candle will be lit.  The shape of the wreath is 

a circle, without beginning or end, and that reminds us of everlasting life in Christ.  The wreath is often made of 

evergreens, a symbol of life.  The color of Advent is blue – the color of hope.   
 

The first candle lit on the first Sunday of Advent is referred to as the Prophecy Candle.  This candle reminds us of 

the prophecy of God telling the people that Christ would come.  On the second Sunday of Advent the Bethlehem 

candle is lit.  This candle reminds us of the place where Christ was born.  The Shepherd candle is lit on the third 

Sunday of Advent.  The color of this candle is pink which signifies the joy of the shepherds who were the first to 

hear about Jesus’ birth.  On the last Sunday of Advent, the Angel candle is lit for those who told the good news of 

Christ’s birth.  On Christmas Eve, the white candle, or Christ Candle, is lit symbolizing the fulfillment of the 

prophecies and everything that Jesus Christ is. 
 

We will have three Midweek Advent worship services on December 2, December 9 and December 16.  The ser-

vices will be at 7:00 p.m.  The theme for this year’s Midweek Advent Services is “The Bright Star of Bethlehem.”  

On the first Wednesday of Advent we will talk about “The Star of Creation,” the second Wednesday is “The Star 

of Hope,” and the final Wednesday is “The Star of Unity.”    
  

Once again the season of Advent not only helps us prepare for the celebration of Christ’s birth but also preparing 

ourselves for Christ’s second coming where He will take us all to be with Him forever in heaven. 
 

With the Coronavirus still being a major concern in our world today, and the need for us to wear masks and spa-

cially distance ourselves from each other, we will have three Christmas Eve services this year – 5:00 p.m. Con-

temporary with Candlelight and Communion, 7:00 p.m. Traditional with Candlelight and Communion, and 11:00 

p.m. Traditional with Candlelight and Communion.  Years ago we use to have three services including an 11:00 

p.m. service.  This will enable us to spread out over the three services so that we do not have too many people 

at each of the services.  We will also have our Christmas Day service at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Blessing to you in the upcoming Advent and Christmas seasons.    

“Oh Come, Let us Adore Him.” 

In Jesus’ name - Pastor Allen Stuckwisch 
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From the Pastor 

“Each of us is an innkeeper who decides if 

there is room for Jesus.”  



From the Elders 
Upcoming Events 

 

Nov 29      First Sunday in Advent 
Dec 2        Advent Service 
Dec 5/6     2nd Weekend in Advent        
 — Hanging of the               
 Greens  (Communion)  
Dec 9        7:00 pm Advent Service 
Dec 16      7:00 pm Advent Service  
Dec 20       Children’s Christmas  
                   Service 10:45 Sunday 

(Communion) 
Dec 24      5:00 pm, 7:00 pm and 

11:00 pm Christmas Eve 
Service (Communion) 

Dec 25      10:00 am Christmas Day 
Service  (Communion) 

Dec26       NO Saturday Service 
Dec 27      Lessons and Carols Sevice 

led by Elders 
Dec 31      7:00 pm New Year’s Eve 

Service (Communion) 
Jan 6         7:00 pm Epiphany Service 
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Earlier in the year, we considered Paul’s direction to the Christians 

in Thessalonica: “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks 

in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 

you.” 
 

All circumstances??  “I just smacked my thumb with a hammer…

hard!”  Or, “I just was notified of an IRS audit—this is the will of God 

for me?”  Well, the cause-and-effect may not be quite like that.  Ad-

mittedly, day to day experiences can sometime be an overwhelming 

downer.  God’s will for us in Christ is that we keep a thankful per-

spective, knowing that we have been and continue to be saved 

through Him.  And it’s not just “being saved.”  We have continual 

contact available with God through the Holy Spirit indwelling our per-

sons.  Not only do we know that God indwells us toward eternal life 

with Him, He is there to help, to guide us in these difficulties, or 

seeming impossibilities, through every inch of our life’s path.  Pray, 

and then pay attention.  Ask Him for wisdom, for guidance, for 

strength to continue, for words and action to help others.  And also 

keep in mind “we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk 

in them.”  Is that a mission, or what? 

November 29       First Sunday in Advent 

December 2          7:00 pm  Advent Service 

December 5/6       2nd Weekend in Advent — Hanging of the Greens Service (Communion)  

December 9          7:00 pm Advent Service 

December 12/13  3rd Weekend of Advent 

December 16       7:00 pm Advent Service  

December 19/20  4th Weekend of Advent — Children’s Christmas Service 10:45 Sunday (Communion) 

December 24        5:00 pm, 7:00 pm and 11:00 pm Christmas Eve Service (Communion) 

December 25        10:00 am Christmas Day Service  (Communion) 

December 26       NO Saturday Service 

December 27       Lessons and Carols Service led by Elders 

December 31       7:00 pm New Year’s Eve Service (Communion) 

January 2/3          Second Weekend after Christmas 

January 6             7:00 pm Epiphany Service 
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From the Congregation President 

As we quickly approach the end of 2020, a year which none of us expected and many of us wished to disap-

pear, we know we have hope for our future.  That hope rests in our Savior, whose birth we recall every Decem-

ber.  Our Heavenly Father gives us the strength needed for each day.  He has carried us through this very uncer-

tain year, and He will continue to do so next year.  
 

As was announced via mail and electronically, Hailey Tanczer, our DCE, will resign her Call to Messiah at the end 

of the month.  I wanted to thank Hailey for her service to our congregation and the Lord in the years she has 

been here.  Among other things, she has planned many successful summers of VBS, Children’s/Family Christ-

mas programs and kept our youth connected to God through the weekly Children’s Message.  As long as safety 

allows, the Elders are planning a parting celebration.  Please stay tuned so you can know how you can partici-

pate. 
 

In November we held our 4th quarter voters’ meeting.  This was the first congregational meeting we have held 

since February.  It is also the first meeting where we have offered a hybrid attendance approach: in-person and 

online.  The November meeting is the most important meeting of the year, where we, as a congregation, decide 

on the Ministry Plan for the following year, the budget to support that plan, and the Leadership Team to execute 

that plan.  For those that did not attend, I am pleased to announce that all 3 of those pieces were approved by 

the voters.  You can review the approved plan and budget in the Members Section of our website.  Congratula-

tions to the president-elect John Priebe and vice president-elect Shawn Horner.  I have full confidence in their 

vision to continue leading Messiah the next two years. 
 

As part of the budget review, we did highlight a roughly $20,000 shortfall in projected giving vs expenses.  If you 

have intended to pledge your financial support for 2021, but have not had the chance due to COVID restrictions 

or you just have forgotten, you can still do so.  Please send a note to the church or to Barb Rottinghaus, our Fi-

nancial Secretary. 
 

Finally, we hope you will find one of many opportunities to worship with us at Wednesday Advent Services, regu-

lar Sunday services and the Family Christmas Program on Sunday, December 20th at the 10:45 service.  We will 

have 3 Christmas Eve Worship Services (5PM-Contemporary, 7PM Traditional, 11PM Traditional) and a single 

Service on Christmas Day at 10AM.  The Messiah Leadership team wishes you and your family a very safe and 

Merry Christmas.  
  

Chris Berndt 

October Income 32,144$                               

October Expenses 27,515$                               

2020 Income 303,463$                             

2020 Expenses 303,525$                             

2020 Messiah Giving and Expenses

During the month of October, giving continued to outpace 

expenses.  After some lean months in the beginning and mid-

dle of the year, the deficit has been reduced to only $62.  

Giving to the special funds (Mortgage and Major Repair) 

have also been outstanding in 2020.  Thank you to all who 

have contributed to our ministries throughout the year, help-

ing us to reach out into the world around us and share the 

Gospel with those out there yearning for some Good News. 
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Outreach Calendar: 
 

November 18  Prince of Peace To–Go Box Turkey Dinner 

December 9   Prince of Peace To–Go Box Ham Dinner 

 

Prince of Peace has restarted Wednesday evening meals with to-go boxes. The November 18th to-go turkey 

dinner boxes fed 100 people with turkey, mashed potatoes, gravy, green beans, and a slice of pumpkin pie.   

We will be providing a ham dinner on December 9th.  In addition, Messiah will continue to provide to-go bags 

to pair with Sunday morning breakfasts served at Prince-of-Peace. This ministry is greatly appreciated by many 

in downtown Cincinnati.  If anyone is interested in helping with any of the meals, please contact Jim Worachek 

(513-526-3540). 
 

Thank You to Thrivent for Thrivent Choice Dollars and to Hailey Tanczer, Judy Stroeh, Cheri Herron, Bunny 

Doebling and Gary Logsdon for donating Thrivent Action Team Cards to cover the cost of the Prince of Peace 

meals. 
 

Prince of Peace Bridge Ministry does not appear to be open at this time.  Messiah has delivered several bas-

kets of blankets this year. We are doing a SOCKS, GLOVES, and COATS drive collecting warm socks, gloves and 

coats for Prince of Peace until December 6. 

 Book Club will not meet in December.  

 The book we will discuss in January is call “The Alchemist” by Paulo Coelho. This is 

a magical story of Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy who yearns to travel in 

search of worldly treasure. Along the way he meets the alchemist and everything 

changes. There will be copies of the book in the church office or you can get from 

the public library as an e-book as well. 

 Looking for lost book. If you borrowed "The library book" from the church check-out, 

would you please look on your bookshelf to make sure you do not have a copy. The 

library is still missing one copy - it is a small red paperback.  

Tri-County SOUL Ministries  
 

 The Meijer Simply Give Campaign was a big success. Thanks to all who donated. We will 

receive $12,180 in gift cards from Meijer to use in purchases food, diapers and wipes from 

them. This is a real blessing! 

Messiah’s Women in Mission (LWML) has mailed it’s fall encouragement package to the following 

college students: Claudia Bow, Ethan Daugherty, Oria Daugherty, Mr. & Mrs. Keith Hamilton, Jason 

Kennedy, Katie Michael, Carolyn Priebe, Kate Priebe, Jayson Schuesler and Maggie Streib. Please 

let the church office (825-4768) know if we missed anyone. 

 We currently have 38 households (138 people) enrolled in the Angel Wishes 

program. At Christmas, we try to provide something that will make an im-

pact on their life (help with a car payment, car repair, tablet to use for 

school, payment of a water bill or rent). We plan to spend about $100/

person and would appreciate cash donations to help make this possible. You 

may either give to Messiah and mark your check for TCSM or make your 

check directly to Tri-County SOUL Ministries and put it in the church office. You can make 

a difference. 
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Altar Flowers 
The following families have signed 

up for December: 
 Rice and Hiler.  

Please remit your payment of $35 
to 

 “Messiah  

Altar  

Society”  
and place in the  

Altar Society mailbox  
in the church office. 

Thank You! 

 
The flowers must be paid for  

before the order is placed 

 M e s s e n g e r  D e a d l i n e  for the January 

issue is  

December 15.  

Send articles to clherron1@gmail.com 

Thank you for all of 
the prayers, cards 
and condolences 
at the death of my 
sister.  It is greatly  
appreciated. 
Sharon Schuesler 

18 Kyle and Carol Morison 
24 Mark and April Gottula 
24 Adam and Jessica Gottula 
27 Joe and Jane Mishurda 

2 Stan Capal 
2 Anna Rottinghaus 
4 Audrey McGuire 
7 Brian Pilsner 
7 Anne Nolan 
10 Susan Silver 
11 Scott Schuesler 
12 Kyle Morison 
12 Judy Byers 
13 Abigail Farler 
13 Ken Herrmann 
14 Nickolas Streib 
16 Sara Daugherty 
16 Joe Mishurda 
16 Sandy Jackisch 
17 Steve Horner 
17 Matthew Beckman 
18 Christina Bow 
21 John Hiler 
22 Holly Yeatts 
24 Karen Ditz 
24 David Rottinghaus 
28 Gail Lipps 
28 Stella Gardner 
29 Nancy Beckman 
29 Kevin Baldwin 
30 Marjorie Smith 
31 Jan Friedrich 
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December 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 : 1 
7:30pm Band and 

Vocals 
 
 

2 

10:15am NO  
Ladies’ Bible 
Study 

7:00pm Advent  
Service 

3 4 5 

8:00am Men’s Bible 
Breakfast 

5:30pm Traditional 
Communion 

           Worship Service 

6 
8:30am Traditional  
         Communion  
         Worship Service 
 9:30am Online  
         Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary  

Communion  
Service  

7 8 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

9 

10:15am NO  
Ladies’ Bible 
Study 

7:00pm Advent  
Service 

 
 

10 11 

 
12 

7:30am Elders Meeting 
8:30am Leadership    

Board Meeting 
5:30pm Traditional  
             Worship Service 
 

 
 

13 

8:30am Traditional  
         Worship Service 
9:30am Online  
         Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary   

Worship Service 

14 15 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

16 

10:15am NO  
Ladies’ Bible 
Study 

7:00pm Advent  
Service 

17 18 19 

5:30pm Traditional 
Communion 

           Worship Service 

20 

8:30am Traditional  
         Communion  
         Worship Service 
 9:30am Online  
         Education Hour 
10:45am Children’s 

Christmas  
Service  

21 22 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

23 

10:15am NO   
Ladies’ Bible 
Study 

 
 

24 

 
 
5:00pm Christmas 

Eve Service 
7:00pm Christmas 

Eve Service 
11:00pm Christmas 

Eve Service 

25 

10:00am  
      Christmas 

Day   
     Service 

26 

5:30pm   NO  
           Worship Service 

27 

10:00am Lessons and 
Carols Service 

28 29 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

 
 

30 

10:15am NO  
Ladies’ Bible 
Study 

 
 

31 

7:00pm New Year’s 
Eve Service 

  

October 31st  

Successful Trunk or Treat.  
Gave out over 100 treat bags. 
Thanks for all the help. 


