
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

We have come off of a very busy month.  In October we talked about the 

Stewardship of our Time, Treasures, and Talents and we had the oppor-

tunity to make our pledges for this upcoming ministry year.  We also cel-

ebrated the 503 anniversary of the Reformation.  We once again cele-

brated the fact that we are saved by Faith Alone, through Grace Alone, 

through Scripture Alone, and of course by Christ Alone.     

On the 26th day of November, we will celebrate Thanksgiving.  The ob-

servance of A Day of National Thanksgiving is the celebration of a nation-

al holiday that is closely linked with some form of religious experience.  Thankfulness needs to go somewhere … 

to someone beyond an individual.  Although we tend to identify Thanksgiving Day with the early American experi-

ence of the Pilgrims in Massachusetts, the reality of God’s grateful people expressing thanks to Him goes back to 

the very beginnings of time itself.  The Biblical record has many accounts of people speaking words of thanksgiv-

ing to God.  Many Psalms are expressions of thanksgiving to the Lord.  The letters of St. Paul are filled with expres-

sions of thanks to God as well.  Although individual thanksgiving is important, thankfulness finds the fullest ex-

pression when God’s people are gathered together to give Him their thanks and praise.  A national day of Thanks-

giving helps to bring about that most-appropriate gathering for worship.  Our Thanksgiving Eve service will be 

Wednesday, November 25, at 7:00 pm. 

There is always a danger that we may praise God with our words and appetites today but then snub Him with our 

thoughts and actions tomorrow and the day after that and the rest of the year. 

It is like the story of Johnson and Jackson, who met at the airport.  Johnson snubbed Jackson:  “Say, Johnson, 

don’t you recognize me?”  “Of course,” was the cold reply.  “Well, aren’t you even going to say ‘hello’?”  “Hello,” 

was the unenthusiastic response.  “Aren’t you being a bit ungrateful, Johnson?”  Jackson replied.  “When you 

were ill two years ago, who paid your doctor bills?”  “You did.”  “And this summer, who saved you from drowning 

when you got a cramp?”  “You did,” said Johnson once more.  “And you can pass me by without even a greeting?”  

“Well, sure,“ said Johnson.  “What have you done for me in the past three months?” 

I doubt if any of us is so blatantly ungrateful, but we easily lapse back into a forgetful life, unaware of how un-

grateful we have become toward both God and others.  As we look toward the upcoming celebration of Thanksgiv-

ing, as well as looking toward another year, God speaks to us about perpetual thanksgiving, the perpetual thanks-

giving life that we have as God’s children. 

With all that has happened this past year and the uncertainties of what lies ahead, let us always be thankful to 

God that we do not have to go through life alone.  God is in control and He will always be there for us. 

Great is the Lord and most worthy to be praised. 

In Jesus’ name, 

Pastor Allen Stuckwisch   

November 15th Voters’ Meeting.  
Sunday worship service at 10am. 
Meeting following worship.  The meet-
ing will be in person and virtual.. 
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10416 Bossi Lane 

Cincinnati, OH  45218 

www.messiahgrh.org 

(513)-825-4768 
We are a 21st century mission church “Living Jesus, 

Sharing Jesus” in our community and world. 

From the Pastor 



From the Elders 
Upcoming Events 

 

Nov 1   All Saints’ Day 

Nov 3   Election Day 

Nov 11 Veterans’ Day 

Nov 15 Quarterly Voters’ Meeting 

Nov 21  Ohio District Youth  

              Gathering at Messiah 

Nov 22 Christ the King Sunday 

             (Last Sunday of church year) 

Nov 25 Thanksgiving Eve Service 

Nov 26 Thanksgiving Day 

Nov 29 First Sunday of Advent 
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“Give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good; his love  

 endures forever.” 1 Chronicles 16:34 
  

This is the time of the year farmers are harvesting their hard work 

and the fruits of their labors.  As we harvest the beautiful colors of 

the fall in our minds through the sights, we are grateful and thankful 

for the bounties we have.  Even though 2020 has been difficult for 

all of us, we can be thankful for many things that have come about.  

We have a greater appreciation of community and resiliency of fami-

ly networks.  The Lord has given this to all of us.  He has shown us 

the way by giving of Himself by sending His Son to be an example to 

us all.  How to be a part of a community that can be overwhelmed by 

sickness by being a healer, a comforter, and sacrificing Himself for 

the goodness of others. 
  

Over the months we have endured many challenges that the world 

has brought upon us but God has given us the way to cope.  He has 

given us the intellect to overcome these trials through a variety of 

ways to continue to serve Him and praise Him in new and successful 

ways to meet the needs of the time.  “Give thanks in all circumstances: 

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you”  1 Thessalonians 5:18. 
  

Let us all give thanks to Him for the strength He gives us to perse-

vere over all obstacles and challenges we have faced and thankful 

for our blessings for the year.    
  

God bless us all and Happy Thanksgiving.   

The Elders 

Remember to turn clocks 
back November 1, 

FALL WORK DAY - THANK YOU 

Thank you to all who helped during the 

clean-up day: Ken Schuesler, Randy 

Gross, Randy Green, Cheri Herron, 

Mary Clare & Ted McCammon, Gary 

Logsdon, Jerry Rice, Pat, Owen & Pop-

py Magill, Darrell Stephens, Diane & 

Tim Wolford, Chris Berndt, Jim Wor-

achek and Cecil Rahe. It was a great 

turnout.  An outstanding job was done 

by all. Our church and property look 

amazing! You all did a fantastic job! 
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From the Congregation President 

November is here and the holidays are approaching.  This year is different than most.  However, we continue 

to have reasons to be thankful for all that we do have.  We are thankful for our Pastor, our DCE, and all the 

staff of our congregation.  We are thankful for all the lay leaders of our congregation.  Most of all, we are 

thankful for God and His Son Jesus Christ, who has had mercy on us and bestows grace on us daily.  Novem-

ber also is the time where we earnestly plan for the upcoming calendar year, with a new Ministry Plan and 

budget to support that plan.  Thank you to all who participated in Commitment Weekend in mid-October.  If 

you have not had a chance to return the pledge cards mailed to your home, you still have time.  The Time, Tal-

ent, and Treasure card each play a vital role in the planning process.  The Leadership team will present our 

plan for 2021 at the Quarterly Voter’s Meeting on Sunday, November 15th.  This year, we will have both in-

person and virtual options available.  Look for more details in the eNews and Weekly Worship Folders. 
 

We will be having mid-week Advent Services starting December 2nd.  As with our weekend services, we will 

stream the Advent Worship Services on your YouTube channel: (https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCT8rQGtRRrA7zYamK0A9wtw).  Plans for the Children’s Christmas plans are forthcoming.  
  

As mentioned in my last article, we will be updating our A/V system.  Since last writing, we had an anonymous 

donation of the funds to purchase the equipment without the need to use the Major Repair Fund.  THANK 

YOU!  Also, with this new capability, we will need additional volunteers to help with this important ministry out-

side the walls.  Please see me or Ken Schuesler if interested in helping. 
 

Finally, thank you in advance to all the people who have volunteered to serve as leaders in our congregation.  

We will formally vote on the slate of candidates on November 15th.  God has raised up our fellow members to 

help Join Jesus on His Mission and for that, we are very thankful. 
 

God bless you and your families in the upcoming month. 

Chris Berndt 

As in August, giving during September exceeded our expenses.  

Year-to-date, we have closed the expense gap to only $4,700.  

Thank you to all who are helping to close this gap as we carry 

out our Mission to Live Jesus and Share Jesus in our Commu-

nity and World. 

Always thankful 
Martin Rinkart, a German Lutheran minister, wrote the hymn “Now Thank We All Our God” in 1636. At the 

time, the Thirty Years’ War was ravaging central Europe, claiming millions of lives. Rinkart served as pastor 

in Eilenburg, a walled town that became a crowded refuge for starving fugitives. Although Rinkart was strug-

gling to provide for his own family, he opened his own home to people in need. 

 

After the plague entered Eilenburg, Rinkart conducted up to 50 funerals a day — including services for his 

wife and the only other two pastors in town. Amid the despair, he wrote many hymns, including “Now Thank 

We All Our God.” Originally intended as a table prayer, it’s now sung at Thanksgiving to remember God’s 

“countless gifts of love” — even during hardships. 
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Outreach Calendar: 

 

Nov 18  Prince of Peace Pre-Thanksgiving Meal (TBD) 

Dec 9   Prince of Peace Dinner 
 

Prince of Peace Church has restarted Wednesday evening meals with to-go boxes. On October 14th Messiah 

provided 90 Hamburger Dinners in Take-home Boxes. Thank you to Cheri Herron for providing a Thrivent 

Action Team card and to Pastor Stuckwisch, Jim Worachek, Joan Rieger, and Rick, Sandy, and Mark Walter 

for helping with this event. 
  

(TBD) We will probably do a take-out Thanksgiving Turkey Dinner November 18th.  

Messiah will continue to provide “to-go” bags to pair with Sunday morning breakfasts served at Prince-of-

Peace. This ministry is reaches out to many in downtown Cincinnati.. 

If anyone has an unused Thrivent Action Team card and would like to sponsor one of these events, please 

contact Jim Worachek (513-526-3540). 
 

ELECTION DAY COVERAGE HELP NEEDED 
 Messiah will be serving as a polling location for the November 3rd general election.  Messiah's policy is that a 
member or staff person remain onsite during the time the building is in use.  If you are able to give an hour or 
two, please sign up on the Election Coverage sheet in the office. Thank you. 

Blanket Brigade  - Thanks to all who contributed to the “virtual” blanket brigade. Messiah Ladies contribut-

ed 70 completed blankets. Barb Degenhardt, Carol Morison, and Sharon Schuesler sewed them and Bunny 

Doebling pressed them and added a label which read “made in love by Lutheran women”. They were deliv-

ered to Christ Lutheran so Lisa Schock, a nurse at University Hospital can deliver them in person. 

LWML – Thanks to all who contributed to Messiah’s assembly of 25 personal care kits. Our 

2020 Mite donations to date have been $114. $53 of that total was donated by Greg 

McEneny in honor of his 100 birthday. Don’t forget to save those small coins for a big impact 

worldwide!  Be sure to look at the display table in the outer narthex, which shows the grants 

Our thanks to the Pastor and congregation for your generous donation to our community fund.  We recently 

provided a crib for a needy family, and regularly assist when we learn of a need.  We value all of you as 

good neighbors, and appreciate your compassion. 

Sincerely, 

Neil R. Ferdelman 

Greenhills Chief of Police 

THANK YOU FROM HOXWORTH 
Thank you to Messiah for coordinating the blood drive held on October 4, 2020 
  

Here are the results: 
  

*             Your collection goal was 20 blood units  
*             We had 21 volunteers try to donate 
*             We collected 18 units 
*             54 potential lives saved 
  

Hoxworth appreciates your organization's commitment to saving lives.  The donors who participated in the 
blood drive have helped ensure that there is an adequate supply for the patients in our community. 
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Book Club will meet on November 15 at 2:30 p.m. at Messiah to discuss the 

book “Pachinko” by Min-Jin Lee. This is a vivid immersive multigenerational 

saga about life for Koreans in Japan beginning in 1900.  Richly told and pro-

foundly moving, Pachinko is a story of love, sacrifice, ambition, and loyalty. 

Wednesday Ladies’ Bible Study meets in the Fellowship Hall beginning at 10:30 a.m. We are 

seated socially-distanced apart. Please wear your mask if you plan to attend.  

Angel Wishes Program at Tri-County SOUL Ministries 
Besides the food pantry, we also have a religious-oriented ministry that seeks to nurture 

and encourage clients in their Christian walk. We currently have 38 households (138 peo-

ple) enrolled. At Christmas, we try to provide something that will make an impact on their 

life. This might include help with a car payment, car repair, tablet to use for school, or pay-

ment of a water bill or rent. We plan to spend about $100 per person,.We would appreciate 

cash donations to help make this possible. You may either give to Messiah and ear-mark for TCSM or make 

your check directly to Tri-County SOUL Ministries and put in the church office. You can help make a differ-

Messiah's talented congregation members are a blessing to all of us! We have continued to 

have musical offerings at each of our traditional services. Many thanks to those who provided 

music for our services during October. 
 

There will be more opportunities to participate during November and December. We need musi-

cians for our regular Saturday and Sunday traditional services, as well as Thanksgiving Eve, 

Wednesday Advent services, Christmas Eve, and New Year's Eve. 
 

Children and youth, your contributions have been appreciated! We would love to hear from you 

again. If you need help picking music or practicing, please contact Cathy. 
 

If you are interested in being part of a small, masked, socially distanced handbell group, please contact 

Cathy. We hope to rehearse 2-3 times and play once or twice during Advent. 
 

Thank you for your many words of encouragement during this very unusual year. Our music ministry here 

at Messiah remains strong and we continue to "make a joyful noise to the Lord!" 
 

More info:  Cathy Carson  513-824-1241 cathycarson82@gmail.com 

Flood Bucket Donation Drive 
The Federation of Lutheran Churches in Cincinnati is leading a citywide effort to pro-

vide 300 Flood Relief Buckets for flood victims. 

Each bucket will include a variety of cleaning supplies and materials to help families 

whose homes have been flooded. One bucket costs about $25. If you would like to 

help Messiah reach their goal of 18 buckets, please sign-up on the bulletin board or 

contact Hailey Robertson at dce@messiahgrh.org by November 1st. The buckets will be assembled by the 

youth at the District Senior High Mini Gathering on November 21st. 



Greeting from the lower level of Messiah Lutheran Church! 

We are having a wonderful time getting to know many new families and also our returning fami-

lies at the co-op. 
 

The children are doing very well with the mask wearing and the families are doing extremely 

well with all of the new cleaning protocols.  We are staying pretty healthy considering that we 

have 24 3,4,and 5 year olds here with us.  We are seeing seasonal allergies and a few sniffles of colds, but 

nothing much else!  What a wonderful blessing! 
 

We have just finished up a big unit of learning about community helpers and all of the classes were intro-

duced to the wonderful volunteers of the Greenhills Fire Department!  The parking lot is such a wonderful 

place to squirt the fire hose!!  And, take some very up close looks at an ambulance and all of the tools in a 

firetruck.  
 

This week we will also be having our 4th annual Bike-a Thon in the parking lot. (3rd year here already!) It is a 

truly fun “fun-d-raiser”  I will try to get some good photos and give them to Cheri to include in this article.  

We will be coming upstairs during our Halloween Parties to do a little bit of Trick-or-Treating during the last 

class days of October.  We are trying to help the children remember how to show appreciation for their treats 

and to get know the office staff a bit better also!  (Maybe we will get some of those pictures into the next 

newsletter) 
 

Our thanks to all of you again for all of the kindness that you have shown to us!  It is so hard to believe that 

we are into our third year together!  
 

Happy fall to all of you and stay healthy!  

Jan Johnson, Administrator 
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Even in the midst of the current world health crisis and unprecedented uncertainty, 
God has shown He is in control and He cares about His children. We have seen God 
move mountains in our lives so that we can reach more children than ever before 
with food, water, and hope. 
 

When COVID-19 hit, our volunteer-based events suffered greatly. We adapted and 
reinvented the volunteer experience, utilized bulk packing methods, and partnered 
with one of our food manufacturers to mass-produce our HAH formula using their 
machines. 
 

As we continue to feed God's hungry children around the world and deploy your do-
nations with integrity and efficiency, we have reached a production level that we 
can sustain only with the addition of machine at the Hope Factory. This ma-
chine will not replace volunteers but supplement their incredible work. We have al-
ways believed in the unique power of the hands of volunteers packing HAH food, 
and that has not changed. 

You can make a huge impact on hunger. 
Will you consider making a donation to provide food for a child? 



From Youth Ministry 
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Drive Thru Trunk or Treat 

 

Join us for a safe, family event! 

Sign up to donate candy or to decorate your car and pass out candy as 

families drive thru!  
 

For the safety of everyone, masks are required for all participants and 

we ask that all candy be individually wrapped and allergy-friendly. 

OH District Senior High Mini Gathering 
 

November 21st at Messiah from 12:30 to 8:30 PM. 
This year, the District has decided that instead of having a weekend long, overnight event; 
there would be 4 mini gatherings in the 4 regions of the Ohio District. 
A Bible study, breakouts, community building, snacks and a meal will all happen at all lo-
cations! 
Registration Info: Cost is $50/person. This covers a meal, snacks, and other gathering 
costs. 
Contact Hailey Robertson (dce@messiahgrh.org) for registration form. 
Who can register: We have opened up the registration to 7th and 8th graders this year 

in addition to 9th -12th grades.  
 

How are going to keep everyone safe: Only participants who register will be allowed in the building, masks 
should be worn at all times, temperatures will be checked at entrance, and more which can be found in the 
registration packet.   
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Serving To-Go Box Dinners at 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

Good turnout 
for the fall 
workday.   
Lots of  
projects were 
completed 
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Altar Flowers 
The following families have signed 

up for November: 

 Hiler, Rice 
 

Please remit your payment of $35 
to 

 “Messiah  

Altar  

Society”  
and place in the  

Altar Society mailbox  
in the church office. 

Thank You! 

 
The flowers must be paid for  

before the order is placed 

 M e s s e n g e r  D e a d l i n e  for the December 

issue is  

November 15.  

Send articles to clherron1@gmail.com 

Thank you. 

I want to thank my Messiah family for all of 

the lovely cards.  Thanks to Pastor for lead-

ing the “Happy Birthday” song  two  

Saturdays in a row.  It was all worth getting 

older.   

Verna Wunnenberg 

 

2020 

7  Scott and Susan Silver 
17 Pete and Susan Grothe 
22 Rick and Sandy Walter 
27 Greg and Marilyn McEneny  

 5 Marsha Wingo 
 5 Scott Silver 
 5 Joanne Ash 
 6 Katie Michael 
 8 Harold Roppel 
10 Linda Perrmann 
13 Darrel Doran 
15 Karen Berndt 
15 Owen Magill 
16 Randy Gross 
17 Jean Floyd 
17 Pete Grothe 
20 Laura Priebe 
21 John Michael 
22 April Gottula 
23 Ted McCammon 
23 Cameron Kennedy 
27 Ruth Schobert 
29 Michael Welage 
30 Amy Liebat 

Thanksgiving Beatitudes 
 

Be thankful that you don’t already have 

everything  you desire. If you did, what 

would there be to look forward to? 
 

Be thankful when you don’t know some-

thing, for it gives you the  opportunity to 

learn. 
 

Be thankful for the difficult times.  

During those times you grow. 
 

Be thankful for your limitations, because 

they give you opportunities for  

improvement. 
 

Be thankful for each new challenge, be-

cause it will build your strength and char-

acter. 
 

Be thankful for your mistakes. They will 

teach you valuable lessons. 
 

Be thankful when you’re tired and weary, 

because it means you’ve made a differ-

ence. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
 

8:30am Traditional  
         Communion  
         Worship Service 
 9:30am Online  
         Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary  

Communion  
Service  

2 3 Election Day 
 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

4 

10:30am  Ladies’ 
Bible Study 

5 6 7 
8:00am Men’s Bible 

Breakfast 
5:30pm Traditional  
        Worship Service 

8 

8:30am Traditional  
         Worship Service 
9:30am Online  
         Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary   

Worship Service 

9 10 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

11 Veterans’ Day 
 

10:30am  Ladies’ 
Bible Study 

12 13 14 

7:30am Elders Meeting 
8:30am Leadership 

Board Meeting 
5:30pm Traditional  
        Communion       

Worship Service 

15 

9:00am Online Education 
Hour 

10:00am Communion   
Worship Service 

11:15am Voters’  
        Meeting 
2:30pm Book Club 

16 17 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

18 

10:30am  Ladies’ 
Bible Study 

 
Prince of Peace  
Pre-Thanksgiving 

Boxed Dinner 

19 20 21 

12:30pm  OH District   
Senior High Mini 
Gathering 

 

5:30pm Traditional  
           Worship Service 

22 

8:30am Traditional  
         Worship Service 
9:30am Online  
         Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary   

Worship Service 

23 24 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

25 

10:30am  Ladies’ 
Bible Study 

7:00 pm  
       Thanksgiving 

Eve Service 

26 27 28 

5:30pm Traditional  
           Worship Service 

29  

8:30am Traditional  
         Worship Service 
9:30am Online  
         Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary   

Worship Service 

30      

November 2020 

All Saints’ Day 

Daylight Savings Ends 

First Sunday of Advent 

Christ the King Sunday 


