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There will be NO
in person
Voters’ Meeting
in September.

We are a 21st century mission church “Living Jesus,
Sharing Jesus” in our community and world.

From the Pastor
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
With all that is going on in our country and in the world it would be natural for us to experience some weariness and fatigue. We may even
say to ourselves, or even out loud, I can’t do it anymore. Physically
and mentally you were handling all that you could but then something
else came up. There is one more thing that requires more time, more
commitment, and more energy. Maybe as you are reading this you are
feeling overwhelmed with what you have to do and your lack either the
time or the energy to do it.
God’s Word offers hope. Philippians 4:13 tells us
“I can do everything through Him who gives me
strength.” God’s Word reminds us that “yeah, you
can’t do it.” It is Christ who lives in us in faith and
enables us and gives us the strength, energy and
mind-set to go ahead and tackle the seemingly insurmountable tasks that stands before us. Our
lives were busy to begin with and this coronavirus
certainly hasn’t helped. And then on top of everything else we have racial division, political campaigning, and the list
can go on and on and on. Christ promises to never leave us nor forsake us.
That doesn’t mean that we can go into overload or blame God when
we take on too much and then cannot accomplish everything. The
things that we can accomplish are the things that are in line with His
will and plan. He has blessed us with the ability to plan and organize
the time that He has given us.
When you feel overwhelmed take it to your time management specialist, Jesus Christ. He can help you to use the time that He gives you
wisely for His plan and purpose. “Be still and know that I am God.”
Remember also that the Spirit of God lives within us giving us power
and wisdom.
You can do it! You can do all things with His power. You are redeemed, restored, forgiven. God’s power is yours as you face whatever lies before you.
In Jesus’ name,

Upcoming Events
Sept 11/12 Rummage Sale
Sept 18 Family Night
Sept 20 NO Voters; Meeting
Oct 4 Hoxworth Blood Drive
Oct 10 Habitat for Humanity

From the Elders
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest. Matthew 11:28 ESV
This month we celebrate Labor Day. It is a day known for taking a break
from work. For most Americans, it means family BBQs, swim time,
beach time, shopping time or camping time.
Labor Day traditionally marks the end of summer. It also typically
means back to school and back to football season.

Six of the Messiah youth
celebrated
the Rite of Confirmation
on August 9 and August 22.

The end of another summer season is now upon us. Before we know it,
Christmas will be here and 2020 will be history. How has your year
measured up so far? How has your “work” for the Lord come along?
Now is as good of time as any to examine how each one of us is doing –
how much are we listening to God by reading His word? How many
times have we shared the gospel message? How are the things we do
and the choices we make reflecting God’s glory and bringing Him honor? I simply want to share a few passages from Scripture that might be
able to encourage you as you move forward the last few months of
2020:
Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord
your labor is not in vain. 1 Corinthians 15:58
ESV

Do not work for the food that perishes, but
for the food that endures to eternal life,
which the Son of Man will give to you. For
on him God the Father has set his seal. John
6:27 ESV

Don’t
forget

We must work the works of him who sent
me while it is day; night is coming, when no
one can work. John 9:4 ESV
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through
him. Colossians 3:17 ESV
Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord
and not for men. Colossians 3:23 ESV
Happy Labor Day. I hope you will find some time to simply rest in
the comfort of God’s word. It is refreshing and will satisfy each and
every one of you.
Yours in Christ,
Randy Gross, John Hiler, Shawn Horner, Steve Horner, Rich Rutz

More info on page 6
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From the Congregation President
Well, September is here and we’re still as uncertain as ever. For some of you, it may not seem like much has
changed since the end of March when everything came to a screeching halt. For others, myself included, I’m adjusting to the new “normal”, learning how to live and be more attentive and responsible with the way I conduct
myself. I’m learning there are safe ways to stay socially engaged. I’m learning that it’s ok to do things differently,
that’s how we grow.
While we had originally planned to start up in-person Education Hour activities in September, the Messiah Leadership believe it best to postpone meeting in-person until the situation in the communities around us continue to
improve. That does not mean that we won’t have additional spiritual growth activities outside of worship. Starting this month, both Pastor and Hailey will each create a short (~15 minute) devotional activity and upload to our
YouTube channel. That is accessible via our website, messiahghr.org. It may not be possible to have as much
“real-time” dialog, but you will be able to have a conversation in the Comments section with each video. These
videos will be uploaded prior to the Sunday Education Hour and will be available for viewing afterwards as well.
It has been some time since we’ve had any formal fellowship activities through the church. We will also be hosting an outdoor family event, mini-golf, at the Fairfield Fun Center off of Route 4 on Friday, September 18th. Look
to the e-News for more details. You don’t need to be a family — come be socially responsible and enjoy a little
fellowship time with your friends from Messiah. In addition to a fellowship activity, there is a servant event
planned for early October. On October 4th (a Sunday), the Hoxworth Bloodmobile will be at Messiah to collect
blood. They need many donations to help replenish all used during the pandemic. It is 100% safe to give.
Please sign-up in the Narthex, register on-line at Hoxworth, or let Jim Worachek know if you are willing to donate.
Finally, September is also the month when we have one of our quarterly Voter’s meeting. When we cancelled the
meeting in May, we never envisioned we would be in a similar position in September. However, after healthy discussion with all members of the Messiah Leadership team and prayer, we do not think it safe to conduct our
meeting this month. However, we will prepare material as if we were going to conduct the meeting, knowing that
communication with you is important and mandated by our Bylaws. The presentation material will be uploaded
to the members section on our webpage. If you would like a copy of the slides, we can arrange to get you a printed version, just let me know. We will continue to monitor the conditions in regards to the November meeting and
will make contingencies to review and approve the Ministry Plan and Budget in some fashion. I hope you can be
understanding and flexible during this time where we will all need to learn to do things differently.
Blessings.
Chris Berndt

2020 Messiah Giving and Expenses
July Income
$
24,741
July Expenses
$
30,859
2020 Income
2020 Expenses

Messiah Messenger

$
$

202,963
219,308

Consistent with past years, July giving has fallen short of expenses.
During the month, we had some relatively large repair bills for our
air conditioning system. We finally got the root cause identified
and fixed. Thankfully, we had cash on-hand to cover these costs.
Our year-to-date expenses are down $2,000 relative to the same
period in 2019. We have stayed on track relative to our budget for
2020, projecting a slight deficit at the end of the year. Our special
giving through the year continues to be strong, up about $33,000
relative to last year.
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Messiah Lutheran Church
10416 Bossi Lane
Greenhills
Donor Bus will be parked
in parking lot

Sign-up Today in
the Narthex
Sunday, October 4, 2020
9:00 am – 11:00 am
12:15pm – 3:00 pm
To schedule your appointment, you can also visit
www.hoxworth.org/groups/messiahlutheran
Or call Hoxworth at 513-451-0910
Appointments encouraged; Walk-Ins Welcome Ask about red cell donation
General Information and Eligibility
Basic Donation Criteria:
You must meet all of the following criteria in order to donate:
1. Be at least 17 years old (16-year-olds may donate with parental consent*).
1.Females under the age of 19 may donate once in a 12month period
2.Males under the age of 19 may donate twice in a 12month period
2. Weigh at least 110 lbs. (body weight) Generally feel well and
healthy.
3. Have no fever, sore throat or flu-like symptom.
4. Have no active cold symptoms
5. Have not had major surgery recently (released from doctor's
care).
6. The Mobile Bus can accommodate up to 350 lbs
Messiah Messenger

General recommendations to help with the donation process:
1.Eat a good meal and drink plenty of non-caffeinated and nonalcoholic fluids before and after donating.
2.Bring a photo ID and your last three years of foreign travel history
3..You may donate again in 56 days (eight weeks), unless you
donated a double red cell (112 days).
4.Further questions? Call Hoxworth Blood Center Donor Services for information regarding other States for Tattoo/Body
Piercing or more information regarding Parental Consent,
Medications, Travel, Military Service, Heart Disease, and
Cancer at (513) 558-1304; toll-free at (800) 265-1515, ext. 81304.
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Book Club: Book Club will meet on September 20 at church at 2:30 p.m. to discuss
“Snow Falling on Cedars” by David Guterson. This fictional book is set in 1954 in Puget Sound. A Japanese American is accused of killing a local fisherman. Prejudice
stemming from WW 2 affects the trial and many of the characters. Should make for
an interesting discussion. Several copies of the book are in the church office, or you
may get from your local library.
Tri-County SOUL Ministries – Thanks to many of you who donated school supplies or made
a monetary donation. I was also able to get a $250 Thrivent card to buy new backpacks
and several other items we didn’t have donated.
Simply Give at Fairfield Meijers to benefit Tri-County Soul Ministries (TCSM) has started on August23 and will run through October 24. The double days are September 11
and 12, where for every $10 you give, they will match with $20. If you do not shop
there, but would like to help out there are 2 ways to be involved: 1) Make a donation to
Messiah and earmark for TCSM or 2) Put a check made out to TCSM in the offering plate or give to the
church office. I will then take the donation and buy the $10 Simply Give cards at Meijer. Call Bunny
Doebling (543-0295) if you have a question.

Outreach Calendar:
Sept 9
Sept 11/12
Sept 16
Oct 4
Oct 10
Nov 18
Nov 23
Dec 9

Preschool Parent Night
Messiah Rummage Sale
Prince of Peace Dinner – may be a carryout meal
Blood Drive with Hoxworth Bus at Messiah
Habitat for Humanity – Rock the Block (new)
Prince of Peace Pre-Thanksgiving Meal
IHN Dinner
Prince of Peace Dinner

Events Still in Planning Process:
Fall
Edge House at UC Dinners
Dec 23
Carol Sing/Ornament Craft/Potluck Dinner
New Event: October 10
Habitat for Humanity – Rock the Block
Home is the Rock calls all neighbors, homeowners and renters, to stand up and fight for safe, decent and
affordable housing. Home is the Rock events serve as an extension of Habitat for Humanity's neighborhood
revitalization efforts. The emphasis of this program is to help neighborhoods where Habitat is active with
community projects and advocacy. Rock the Block will be in eight communities this fall: Bond Hill/Rose
Lawn, Fairfield Township, Lincoln Heights, Lockland, Lower Price Hill, Northern Kentucky, Walnut Hills, West
College Hill and virtually!. Projects will include clean-up, brush, overgrowth & trash removal, pulling weeds
and raking, mulching and landscaping, as well as exterior painting projects. Messiah will be getting involved,
but we do not have the details yet.

OWLS
We hope to begin meeting again soon.
AUXILIARY NEWS
The Blanket Brigade in person event is cancelled. However, we still have blankets that can be
sewn at your home. Please contact Bunny Doebling (542-0295) if you would like to sew some. The
material is already cut to the correct size.
Messiah Messenger
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It has been a blessing to have musical offerings at each of our traditional services this past spring and summer.
Many thanks to those who provided music for our services during August. Your talents were appreciated by everyone, whether in person or watching the services from home.
If you would like to sing or play for a Saturday service at 5:30 or a Sunday service at 8:30, please contact Cathy. All
ages are welcome to participate. I will also be happy to help you pick music and practice with you.
I know that school looks a lot different for many students this fall. It is probably difficult for teachers to implement
regular music classes, especially singing. I will be offering singing lessons for children here at Messiah as
part of our music ministry. These will be for individuals or family groups only and we will practice in a way to keep us all safe and
healthy. The goal will be to improve singing skills and confidence, as well as prepare music to sing at one of our services. Times
will be available before and after our weekend services, as well as during the week. Please contact Cathy for more information.
If you have a favorite hymn or other Christian song, please let Cathy know. We will do our best to include it as a musical offering.
More info: Cathy Carson 513-824-1241 cathycarson82@gmail.com

HAILEY'S BRIDAL
SHOWER All ladies of

100th BIRTHDAY!

On September 6, 1920 Greg McEneny
was born. Therefore this year is his
100th birthday! With all of the Covid19 restrictions there will be no big
party for now, but we'd like to surprise
him with 100 cards! Please Include $1.00 in your
card with the goal that he would get $100 to donate
to charity and have the fun of receiving all of the
cards. Please let any former members or friends
know about the plan.
His current address is:
Greg McEneny
1410 Mallard Cove Dr. Apt. 6304
Cincinnati, OH 45246

The
Messiah
Mission
Trip
2011

Messiah are invited to a
bridal shower for DCE
Hailey Robertson on Saturday, September 19,
2020 from 2:00-4:00 in the Fellowship
Hall. Hailey is registered at Macy's and Bed
Bath & Beyond.
Please sign up on the Bulletin Board in the
Narthex by September 10th. We will be practicing social distancing for everyone's safety.
Please direct any questions to Sandy Walter,
Shelley Rice, or Sharon Schuesler.

Youth Sponsored Rummage Sale will be held on September 11th (9 AM to

3 PM) and September 12th (9 AM to 12 PM in the Fellowship Hall. You can bring those boxes or
items you've been clearing out of your house to the church and place them in the back of the
Fellowship Hall. Please make sure any clothing items are washed and big items are cleaned
and sanitized. Please do not bring large tube tv’s.
Reminder - Church office hours are Monday through Thursday from 9:00 AM to 1:30 PM. This is
the best time to bring items.
Due to COVID-19, we will be following special protocol to ensure the health and safety for everyone involved.
This year, we are asking those with available time and/or large vehicles to help us transport unsold items to
be donated. Please let Hailey Robertson or Bunny Doebling know if you are willing to help out in this way.

Friday Fun Night
Come and enjoy a safe and fun evening of miniature golf at the Fairfield Fun
Center on Friday, September 18th at 7:30 PM (weather permitting). We’ll
meet outside in the parking lot and divide up into teams to have a fun night
of mini golf and maybe some friendly competition.
Cost: $10 adults, $9 seniors (ages 55 & up), $8 children (ages 15 & under).
Address: 6400 Dixie Hwy Fairfield, OH
Let us know you’re coming by signing up on the bulletin board at church or by emailing Hailey
at dce@messiahgrh.org.
Messiah Messenger
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Reformation Sunday The citywide Festival of the Reformation will be celebrated
October 25, 2020, at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Milford. Service time is 4:00 p.m. The
guest preacher, Rev. Dr. James Lamb, will also give a talk at 3:00 before the service, to discuss important issues affecting our church and nation regarding the right to life.

INGATHERING IS COMING! Please pray that we may boldly and safely gather in
October for the Ingathering and Reformation Service. Mark your calendars for October 25
and watch for details to come regarding opportunities to serve, provide financial support to
the Federation, and material support to local organizations in honor of our special guest,
Dr. James Lamb, Lutherans for Life.
100th ANNIVERSARY OF THE FEDERATION - 2021 The Auxiliary is requesting Federation specific photos and
documents to create a historical display for this event. If you have such and are willing to share, please contact Marlis Norton (mnorton6541@gmail.com).

FLOOD BUCKET PROJECT The Federation will be coordinating a Flood Bucket project again this year as last
year’s results exceeded our expectations! This year the buckets will be packed by youth attending a mini youth gathering to
be held at Messiah on November 21. Chaplain Poynter will be working out the details and getting the information to the
congregations. Plan to collect the contents for the buckets by early November and get them to Messiah by the morning of
November 21.

“RUNNING THE RACE – LOOKING TO JESUS” | 2021 NATIONAL CONVENTION IN
LEXINGTON The three districts co-hosting the 2021 LWML Convention to be held June 24 27, 2021 in Lexington, Kentucky, are Indiana, Michigan, and Ohio. The theme of the convention,
from Hebrews 12:1-2, is “Running the Race – Looking to Jesus.” Several Cincinnatians are already working on this convention including Nicole Dowdell, Decorations Chairman and Cincinnati Zone President; Lisa Rhonemus (St. Mark’s), Properties Chairman; Diane Rhonemus (St.
Mark’s) Banners/Country Flags Director; and Pastor Larry Rodencal (Peace Lutheran), Pastoral
Counselor for the Convention. They will need workers to help, and we want to answer with an
enthusiastic YES when asked!
Youth and Young Adult Ministries FOOD FOR BODY AND SOUL Young adults and students from area college
campuses are invited to join us for “Food for Body and Soul” which meets every Thursday evening. Pastor
Poynter hosts a dinner and study at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 5433 Madison Road, Cincinnati. The evening
begins with dinner from 6:30 to 7:30 and is followed by a conversational study from 7:30 to 8:30. Come September; there are plans to return to the LCMS-U Student Center located in the Historic Jefferson Ice House in
Clifton. The group also gets together for activities such as movie and game nights, and the big annual fall party! Connect with us on Facebook for more information about activities and updates on meeting times. If you
have questions, please text or call Pastor Poynter at 513-429-6778
CINCINNATI LUTHERAN
The Cincinnati Lutheran is now being "printed" on-line. In order to read it go to www.cincinnatilutheran.org and
then just select the link for the Cincinnati Lutheran publication (about half way down the page). They plan to
publish a hard copy as well as on-line for the November issue. There are some printed copies on the chair in
the narthex
Messiah Messenger

7

September 2020

Confirmands 2020
He is ahead of you as your shepherd.
He is behind you as your protector.
He is above you as your covering.
He is beneath you as your foundation.
He is beside you as your friend.
He is within you as your life.

Congratulations to the Confirmands:
Zachary Cochran
Abigail Farler
Andrew Hopper
Cameron Kennedy
Poppy Magill
Colin McGuire

Messiah Messenger
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2020
1 Carole Baldwin
2 Rick Schultz
3 Heidi Stroeh
6 Greg McEneny
6 Dee Ciotti
6 Kimberly Rottinghaus
7 Charles Gress
7 Mel Schobert
8 Michelle Michael
8 Kristin Horner
9 Claire Gardner
11 Mark Gottula
11 Paul Liebat
11 Erik Hamilton
14 Brian Smith
16 Raylee Francosky
17 Chris Todd
18 Phil Dumke
22 Jennie Edelstein
22 Julie Rottinghaus
25 Jane Dumke

26 Cherry Staab
26 Mark Schmetzer
26 Cindy Morton
27 Jill Hamilton
27 Hannah Edelstein
28 Tim Wolford
28 Jacob Hopper
28 Elise Todd
29 Jim Worachek
30 Susan Grothe
30 Matthew Pilsner

Altar Flowers
1 Chris and Sandie Wunnenberg
4 Patrick and Melinda Kenyon
6 Randy and Nancy Green
14 Dick and Margie Walter
14 Steve and Karen(Budke) Mulry
24 Paul and Amy Liebat
29 Tim and Diane Wolford

The following families have signed
up for September:
Hiler, Dumke
Please remit your payment of $35
to
“Messiah
Altar
Society”

and place in the
Altar Society mailbox
in the church office.

Thank You!
The flowers must be paid for
before the order is placed

M e s s e n g e r D e a d l i n e for the October
issue is
September15.

Send articles to clherron1@gmail.com
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September 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

8:30am Traditional
Communion
Worship Service
10:45am Contemporary
Communion
Service

13

8:30am Traditional
Worship Service
9:30am Online
Education Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Worship Service

20

8:30am Traditional
Communion
Worship Service
9:30am Online
Education Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Communion
Service
2:30pm Book Club
27

8:30am Traditional
Worship Service
9:30am Online
Education Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Worship Service

7

14

21

28

Thu

Fri

1

2

3

4

8

9

10

11

7:30pm Band and
Vocals

6

Wed

7:30pm Band and
Vocals

15

7:30pm Band and
Vocals

22

7:30pm Band and
Vocals

29

7:30pm Band and
Vocals

Sat
5

8:00am Men’s Bible
Breakfast
5:30pm Traditional
Communion
Worship Service

12

Youth Sponsored Rummage Sale
7:30am Elders Meeting
8:30am Leadership
Board Meeting
5:30pm Traditional
Worship Service

16

17

23

24

18
7:30pm Family Fun
Night —
Miniature
Golf

19
2:00 Hailey’s Bridal
Shower

25

26

5:30pm Traditional
Communion
Worship Service

5:30pm Traditional
Worship Service

30

Since the Leadership Board decided it is not yet appropriate to re-start the Sunday morning in-person Education Hour, we will begin
to have an online Education Hour on September 13. Pastor will have an online video for adults and Hailey will post a video for
the Children’s Education Hour.
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