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M e s s e n g e r  
August  2020 

10416 Bossi Lane 

Cincinnati, OH  45218 

www.messiahgrh.org 

(513)-825-4768 
We are a 21st century mission church “Living Jesus, 

Sharing Jesus” in our community and world. 

From the Pastor 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

This was probably the most unusual summer any of us have experi-

enced.  We may have been able to visit with family and friends but, 

because of the coronavirus, many of us haven’t.  We still don’t know 

what will happen in the next few months.  As a church we are hoping 

to start some activities in September but we may not be able to.  

Thankfully we have been able to provide worship either in person or 

through streaming.  Since the middle of June we have provided Holy 

Communion in a safe manner.  As we approach the fall we may have 

to be even more creative in providing ministry.  Thank you so much 

for everyone’s support and prayers.  
      

Life presents us with blessings and challenges.  We all continue mov-

ing into the future not knowing what is ahead of us but always trust-

ing that God is with us every step of the way.  In Hebrews 11 Abraham 

was commended by God when he “obeyed when he was called to go 

out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance.  And he went 

out, not knowing where he was going.” (Hebrews 11:8)  As Hebrews 

11:1 says “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction 

of things not seen.”  The faith that has been given to us trusts that 

God is always with us guiding and directing our lives even though 

there are many uncertainties ahead of us. 
 

Understanding our blessings, relying on God’s presence and strength, 

we can move forward trusting in His love and promises.  God also 

gives us opportunities to convey to others the trust we have in God.  

One of the greatest witnesses we can have is when others see how 

we handle the uncertainties that life throws our way.  We have cer-

tainly been thrown a curve ball with this coronavirus.  When asked 

how we can keep moving forward we can point them to Jesus whose 

love never lets us down. 
   

Once again I pray that your summer is filled with opportunities to be 

with family and friends even in the midst of the coronavirus.  I pray 

that all of us recognize God’s blessings that are all around us and to 

praise God for His never-failing love. 
 

In Jesus’ Name, 

Pastor Allen Stuckwisch 



From the Elders 
 Events 

 

Aug 9&22   Rite of Confirmation 

Sept11/12 Messiah Rummage 

       Sale 

Sept16      Prince of Peace  

       Dinner 

Sept 20     Voters’ Meeting 

Oct 4         Hoxworth Blood    

       Drive at Messiah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We rejoice with the Berndt fami-

ly and friends on the baptism of 

Jonah Richard Berndt on July 

19, 2020. 
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Back in March, we thought about good 

guidance for living the Christian life from 

day to day is to “Rejoice always, pray 

without ceasing, give thanks in all cir-

cumstances; for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus for you.” 
 

How about “Pray without ceasing”?  Are 

we supposed to be like those people 

walking in the park with their earbuds 

engaged so they’re unaware of anybody 

around them?  I doubt it, at least not to-

tally.  How about the concept of an ongo-

ing conversation with our God?  Sure, we can be thankful for the 

good things in our lives, as well as the challenges that He bears us 

through.  And we really need to bring needs and con-

cerns of ours and our friends to Him.  I know that you 

know that prayer is commitment.  Think about what 

Peter wrote (I Peter 5:6f) “Humble yourselves, there-

fore, under God’s mighty hand, that He may lift you 

up in due time.  Cast all your anxiety on Him because 

He cares for you.”  I want us each to believe that, and 

apply it. 
 

I was intrigued by a message several years ago re-

garding the disciples, having seen Jesus go by Himself to pray for 

extended periods of time, they approached Him 

(Luke 11:1) saying “Lord, teach us to pray, just 

as John taught his disciples.”  And Jesus gave 

them The Lord’s Prayer, which we use regularly, 

and it takes roughly forty-five seconds start to 

finish.  What’s the secret?  Perhaps that each of 

us could spend some extra time in each petition, 

applying it to our everyday lives.  There’s a lot of 

content for me in the address “our Father,” even to be able to con-

sider Him as “abba”, or literally “papa.” 
  

We need to willfully involve our God in each element of our lives.  

Bring your concerns and needs to Him.  Bring others’ needs to Him.  

Thank Him for the beauty of being able to worship Him.  Pray for 

others in worship that He would speak to each of us.  Pray for the 

Pastor as he leads the worship and our part of the body of Christ, 

that God would pour out His Spirit on him and continue to use him 

and bless the ministry.  Prayer is commitment, and it’s work, and 

there’s work to be done here. 

The Elders 
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From the Congregation President 

With August here and an uncertain start to the school year, one thing is certain:  God loves you!  Your congrega-

tion and leadership team also love you.  We’re glad to see familiar faces (albeit behind masks), in worship togeth-

er.  If you haven’t yet been back to in-person worship, please know that our online streaming will be a permanent 

outcome of the learnings of the past few months.  The leadership team is also off looking at ways to strengthen 

our online community.  When we have solidified plans, we’ll be sure to let you know how to find us.  If you have 

any ideas you’d like to see us try, let one of the Leadership Board members know.  We want to reach out to eve-

ryone in our virtual community, whether we’ve met them in-person previously, or they are completely new to us.  

This helps us to live out our mission statute of being a 21st century mission church living Jesus and sharing Jesus 

in our community and the world. 
 

The Messiah Outreach committee continues to do what it can to plan events for all to participate in, but we just 

received notification this week that all Greenhills Village Events (Harvest Festival, etc) are cancelled for the re-

mainder of 2020.  We have also opted to cancel the summer concert we had planned for September on the 

Greenhills Commons.  Some events that do remain “on” are the blood drive at Messiah on October 4th and the 

new need to help Prince-of-Peace (OTR) in their outreach ministry to the homeless in downtown Cincinnati.  Mes-

siah is making “to-go” bags to pair with the packaged breakfasts they hand out to those in need.  Please reach 

out to Jim Worachek if you would like to help with this event, or to simply help with the Outreach committee. 
 

The leadership team is also looking at ways we can come together, while appropriately distanced, to share com-

mon experiences.  This may include a “drive-in” movie night in the parking lot, various versions of golf, etc.  If an-

yone has any great ideas, we’d love to hear them.  As we firm-up any dates and activities, we will publish them 

through our various communication platforms: the Messenger, e-News and our website. 

Blessings. 
 

Chris Berndt 

 

Thank you to all who contributed in the month of June.  

With all the worship and giving opportunities, we continued 

to reduce the year-to-date deficit to $10,000.  This puts us 

on-par with our financial position as of a year ago.  The 

Leadership Board continues to be impressed by the year-

over-year total giving comparison: 2020 is +$29,000 vs 

2019, thanks in large part to gifts to the Mortgage Reduc-

tion Fund, the Benevolent Fund, the Major Repair Fund 

and the DCE/Staff fund. 

June Income 37,273$                               

June Expenses 32,307$                               

2020 Income 178,222$                             

2020 Expenses 188,449$                             

2020 Messiah Giving and Expenses



Messiah Messenger      4                  August 2020 

Outreach Calendar: 

 

Sept 12         Messiah Rummage Sale 

Sept 16  Prince of Peace Dinner 

Oct 2  Pre-Harvest Fest Movie Night on the Commons – cancelled 

Oct 3  Harvest Fest Greenhills – cancelled  

Oct 4     Blood Drive with Hoxworth Bus at Messiah 

Nov 18  Prince of Peace Pre-Thanksgiving Meal 

Nov 23  IHN Dinner 

Dec 9   Prince of Peace Dinner  
 

Events Still In Planning Process: 

Fall   Edge House at UC Dinners 

TBD  Habitat Build days/providing lunch – Possibly later this year 

TBD  Hands Against Hunger postponed – Thrivent’s day hasn’t been scheduled 

Dec 23 Carol Sing/Ornament Craft/Potluck Dinner 

 

Prince of Peace Dinner was canceled in July. Instead Messiah will be providing TO-GO bags for PoP Sunday 

morning breakfast starting July 19th and continuing through the month of August. 

 

Given the current status of the corona virus in Ohio and the orders and guidelines that have been put in 

place as a result of the virus, the Village of Greenhills has made the difficult decision to not hold public 

events this year. This means that events such as Pre-Harvest Fest Movie Night on the Commons and Har-

vest Fest will not be held in 2020.  

Book Club will meet on Aug. 16 at 2:30 p.m. at church (while being socially distant) to 

discuss the book “The Hate U Give” by Angie Thomas. Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves 

between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives and the fancy suburban prep 

school she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr 

witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police 

officer.  This timely story should make for a good discussion. Contact Bunny 

Doebling  (543-0295) if you’d like a copy of the book. 

OWL
To resume in the fall or when safe. 

NEW WAY TO SERVE –PROVIDE WATER FOR MEMBERS 
Messiah is providing small bottles of water in the narthex. We are asking members to volunteer 

to bring small bottles of water for the members. A table is in the narthex for these bottles. 

Please prayerfully consider bringing some water. Place some bottles on the table and any extra 

under the table. There is a signup sheet on the bulletin board. Thank you for your gifts of water. 

Any questions, please contact Sharon Schuesler at sschuesler@outlook.com or 513-324-0349. 

Messiah's music ministry has continued through the summer months with special music at 

every traditional service. Thank you to those who provided music for our services during July. 

We appreciate your willingness to share your talent with our congregation. 
 

If you would like to sing or play an instrument for a Saturday service at 5:30 or a Sunday ser-

vice at 8:30, during August or September, please contact Cathy. All ages are welcome.  
 

Cathy Carson  513-824-1241  cathycarson82@gmail.com 
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Mission Trip 

Youth Rummage Sale – The Messiah Youth Rummage Sale will 

be held on September 11th & September 12th in the Fellowship 

Hall. 

Starting August 1st, you can bring those boxes or items you’ve been 

clearing out of your house to the church and place them in the 

“alcove” of the Fellowship Hall. Please make sure any clothing 

items are washed and big items are cleaned and sanitized. 
 

Reminder – Church office hours are Monday through Thursday from 

9:00 AM to 1:30 PM. This is the best time to bring items. 
 

Due to COVID-19, we will be following special protocol to ensure the 

health and safety for everyone involved. 

  
 

We will celebrate the Rite of Confirmation with 6 of our youth.   

• Zachary Cochran and Cameron Kennedy will be confirmed on August 9th 

at the Sunday 10:45 am service.   

• Abigail Farler, Drew Hopper, Poppy Magill, and Colin McGuire will be con-

firmed on August 22nd at the Saturday 5:30 pm service.   

Celebrate with us and congratulate these youth on their special day. 

 

He is ahead of you as your shepherd. 

He is behind you as your protector. 

He is above you as your covering. 

He is beneath you as your foundation. 

He is beside you as your friend. 

He is within you as your life. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church  
10416 Bossi Lane 

Sunday, October 4, 2020 

9:00am –11:45 am 

and 

12:15pm—3:00 pm 

Donor Bus will be parked in parking lot 

 

To schedule your appointment, please visit: 

www.hoxworth.org/groups/messiahlutheran 

Or call Hoxworth at 513-451-0910 

 

Appointments encouraged; Walk-Ins Welcome 

Ask about red cell donation 
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Altar Flowers 
The following families have signed 

up for August: 
Mueller/Valerius, Rice, Degenhardt, 

Doran, Hiler and Baldwin 
 

Please remit your payment of $35 
to 

 “Messiah  

Altar  

Society”  
and place in the  

Altar Society mailbox  
in the church office. 

Thank You! 

 
The flowers must be paid for  

before the order is placed 

 M e s s e n g e r  D e a d l i n e  for the September 

issue is  

August 15.  

Send articles to clherron1@gmail.com 

1 Chris Johnson 
2 Cecil Rahe 
4 Ella Valerius 
5 Debbie Horner 
7 Beth Clements 
7 Gary Logsdon 
8 Katheryn Priebe 
9 Owen Valerius 
11 Doris Poore 
13 Lonnie Cochran 
17 Laura Bennett 
17 Ethan Daugherty 
17 Hailey Robertson 
20 Charlie Neffle 
21 Meaghan Harrison 
22 Sarah Kuiper 
23 Bodhi Weikert 
24 Jonathan Wingo 
25 Sandy Walter 
28 Jayme Cochran 
29 Luke Stroeh 
31 Bianca Horner 

1 David & Emily Rottinghaus 
10 Jeff & Beth Reupert 
10 Jason & Sarah Farler 
12 Harold & Beverly Roppel 
13 David & Anneliese Osterday 
14 Chris & Kathy Johnson 
23 Darrel & Irene Doran 
25 Gregg & Carol Dupps 
 

Alpha & Omega 
God created this world, 
everything that it holds. 
And God still is creating 

as each day unfolds. 
What we once called the future, 

we now call the past. 
While the present is fleeting, 

God stays — first and last! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
8:00am Men’s Bible 

Breakfast 
5:30pm Traditional  
        Communion         

Worship Service 

2 

8:30am Traditional  
         Communion  
         Worship Service 
10:45am Contemporary  

Communion  
Service 

3 4 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

5 6 7 8 

7:30am Elders Meeting 
8:30am Leadership 

Board Meeting 
5:30pm Traditional  
        Worship  
        Service 

9 

8:30am Traditional  
         Worship Service 
10:45am Contemporary  

Worship Service 
        Rite of Confirmation 

10 11 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

12 13 14 15 

5:30pm Traditional  
        Communion         

Worship Service 

16 

8:30am Traditional  
         Communion  
         Worship Service 
10:45am Contemporary  

Communion  
Service  

2:30pm Book Club 

17 18 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

19 20 21 22 

5:30pm Traditional  
        Worship  
        Service 
        Rite of Confirmation 

23 

8:30am Traditional  
         Worship Service 
10:45am Contemporary  

Worship Service 

24 25 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

26 27 28 29 

5:30pm Traditional  
        Worship  
        Service 

30 

8:30am Traditional  
         Worship Service 
10:45am Contemporary  

Worship Service 

31      

August 2020 


