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M e s s e n g e r  
Ju ly  2020 

10416 Bossi Lane 

Cincinnati, OH  45218 

www.messiahgrh.org 

(513)-825-4768 
We are a 21st century mission church “Living Jesus, 

Sharing Jesus” in our community and world. 

From the Pastor 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

I am so glad that we were able to get back to in-person worship 

last month Pentecost weekend, May 31/June 1.  On Father’s Day 

weekend, June 20/21, we started serving Holy Communion at 

worship once again.  That being said we still provide worship 

online for people desiring to stay home a little longer.  For the 

months of April and May we provided communion on Wednesday 

by appointment.  During that time I provided communion over 100 

times.  I really appreciate the members of Messiah for their flexi-

bility during this unprecedented time.  It has not been easy for the 

leaders of Messiah to continue providing Word and Sacrament 

ministry while following the guidelines set forth by the state of 

Ohio.  It is a difficult balance making sure that the spiritual needs 

of our members are being met while making sure that the physical 

needs are being met as well.  We will continue to try to keep the 

proper balance as we move into the future. 
 

Hailey has organized a way for us to still have Vacation Bible 

School.  It is VBS in a box where families can have VBS in their 

homes.  I appreciate the work being done in that area.  Hailey and 

I are also working on how we will have Bible study for Adults and 

Children beginning in September.  The old adage “Where there’s a 

will there’s a way” is true regardless of what is thrown at us.  We 

will let you know when decisions are made and we thank you for 

your prayers and support. 
 

Because of not having in-person worship for over two months we 

were forced to fine tune how we have been streaming our ser-

vices.  We were doing it already but we continue to make improve-

ments.  I see this as a wonderful opportunity for us to continue to 

provide for our members unable to come to worship but to also 

reach out to people not only in our communities but throughout 

the world.  Please let people know about our streaming capabili-

ties.  
  

We still do not know what the future holds but we know that God 

is in control.  He will always be with us and we pray that He will 

open our eyes to opportunities that are before us. 
 

Blessings to you and your family. 

Pastor Allen Stuckwisch 

“If you want to 
touch the past, 
touch a rock. If you 
want to touch the 
present, touch a 
flower. If you want 
to touch the future, 
touch a life.” 
—Author unknown  



From the Elders 
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We are dealing with a pandemic the likes of which some of us  

haven’t seen for quite some time, if ever. We may forget that there 

were other health outbreaks in history. The records of any church 

more than 100 years old will tell you that influenza can be a nasty 

beast as well.  
  
Beginning with the year 1910, people died from all kinds of diseases 

and accidents. The same was true in 1911, 1912, and 1913. But 

when you reach the year 1918, things change. In the deaths column 

of the newspaper, you would see one word written over and over 

again. That word is "influenza." In 1918, the world was brought low by 

an influenza strain of catastrophic potency: the H1N1 virus. It impact-

ed some 300 to 500 million people and left behind a death toll of 

somewhere between 30 to 60 million people worldwide.  
  
Scientists say killing strains of the flu like that of 1918 don't happen 

often, but when they do happen, "Brother, watch out!" Watching out 

is exactly what the world was doing in 2007 when the "bird-flu," the 

H5N1 virus, began to rear its ugly head. If that strain of influenza vi-

rus began to spread like the pandemic flu did, big trouble was on the 

horizon. It could have been 1918 all over again.  
  
This likely explains why so many people were pleased back in 2007 

when researchers said there was hope. They believed it was possible 

to stockpile bird-flu antibodies. If they were right, and the stockpiling 

worked, millions of lives might be saved.  
  
Of course, this begs the question: "Where would we get bird-flu anti-

bodies?" Science once again provided the answer. We can get those 

antibodies from the blood of people who caught the illness and sur-

vived. In short, others may live because of the blood of someone who 

has defeated death. Indications are that this same method may work 

for the current pandemic.   
  
The idea of being saved by someone else's blood isn't a new idea. 

God said the same thing when He inspired the apostle John to write, 

"the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin." St. Paul agreed 

when he wrote, "In Him (Jesus) we have redemption through His 

blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of 

His grace" (Ephesians 1:7).  
  
Because of Jesus' shed blood on Calvary's cross, we too can be 

washed of our sins. We are saved by the death-defeating, life-giving 

blood of Jesus—a spiritual cure promised and delivered by God Him-

self.   
 

Yours in Christ,  

the Elders: John Hiler, Randy Gross, Shawn Horner, Steve Horner, 

Rich Rutz  

Our prayers and sympathies for the 

family and friends of Ed Greenwald 

who died on June 6th.  His service was 

held at Messiah on June 10th.  Pastor 

Stuckwisch officiated the service. 

Jerusalem Cross 
 
This complex cross, also called the Cru-
sader’s Cross or Fivefold Cross, has sev-
eral interpretations. The main cross is 
composed of four tau (T) crosses repre-

senting the Old Testament law. The four 
small Greek crosses symbolize the fulfill-
ment of the law in the gospel. The five 
crosses together represent the church’s 
mission: to spread the gospel to the four 
corners of the earth. They’re also said to 
symbolize Christ’s five wounds (hands, 
feet and side).  

 

Upcoming Events 
 

July   VBS in a Box 

July15  Prince of Peace 

  Dinner 

Sept16  Prince of Peace 

  Dinner 
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From the Congregation President 

One thing many people look forward to every summer is getting youth into our church building as part of 

VBS.  Some think summer wouldn’t be complete without VBS.  Well, this year we have been challenged 

to think outside the box and be flexible.  Hailey has planned a virtual VBS this summer during the month 

of July.  There will be online videos and lessons to follow, with our very own Messiah actors.  While this 

may not be “normal”, we still have the great opportunity to share the love of Jesus to those children (and 

families) who will participate.  This is living out our mission of being a 21st century mission church living 

Jesus and sharing Jesus. 
 

Summer is also a time to spend time with family or relax or go on a vacation (maybe not this year).  If you 

find yourself away from your church family, whether out of town or simply staying physically isolated, re-

member that we continue to live-stream our Sunday services, with a direct link to our YouTube channel 

on our homepage.  If you haven’t already, I encourage you all to visit, subscribe and share the link with 

your friends and families.  Your Messiah staff and Leadership don’t want you to be spiritually isolated 

from your family of faith. 
 

Finally, the staff and Leadership Board continue to evaluate when we may get back to a new “full 

strength”.  We will continue to seek guidance from state and local officials, medical personnel and 

prayerfully consider what God would have us do.  Stay tuned to the publication, the e-News and weekly 

worship folders for ways to re-engage in the life of Messiah.  If you have any ideas you would like to 

share, feel free to reach out to me, or any of the other Leadership team members. 
 

Blessings to you and your family. 

Chris Berndt 

Thank you to all who contributed in the month of May.  We 

had substantial giving over expenses, reducing the gap to 

$15,000 from the $24,000 we were down at the end of 

April.  We have also concluded the mortgage challenge, 

reducing that debt by over $80,000 in the last 15 months.  

The remaining balance, at the end of May, stands at 

$88,000.  

May Income 37,827$                               

May Expenses 28,856$                               

2020 Income 140,949$                             

2020 Expenses 155,987$                             

2020 Messiah Giving and Expenses
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Messiah is a very talented congregation! The pandemic has prevented choir and handbells from 

meeting, but we have continued to have special music at every traditional service!  Thank you to 

those who provided music for our services during June. Your talents were appreciated by every-

one, whether in person or watching the services from home. 
 

If you would like to sing or play for a Saturday service at 5:30 or a Sunday service at 9:00, please 

contact Cathy. All ages are welcome to participate. I will also be happy to help you pick music and 

practice.  
 

If you would like to sing in choir or play hand bells when we resume rehearsal, please let Cathy know. The 

schedule is uncertain and keeping everyone healthy is our priority. More information to come in August.  
 

Whether you are worshiping at home or in person, I am thankful for each of you, as we lift our voices to-

gether in worship. 
 

More info:  Cathy Carson  513-824-1241 cathycarson82@gmail.com 

OWL

Book Club will meet at church at 2:30 p.m.  on July 12 to discuss “Dreams of Joy” by 

Lisa See.  Please let Bunny Doebling (543-0295) know if you’d like a copy of the book. 

I also have a set of CD’s.  This is the historical fiction story of a Chinese-American col-

lege student who moves to Communist China in the 1950’s to find her dad 

OWLS  will meet again in the fall. Miss seeing everyone and enjoy-

ing lunch together. 

Tri-County SOUL Ministries is once again collecting school supplies for our families. 

You may bring anything you like and place in the grocery cart in the Narthex.   Cash do-

nations also welcome. 

Outreach Calendar: 
 

July   VBS in a Box 

July 15  Prince of Peace Dinner 

Sept 12 Church Picnic on Greenhills Commons — canceled 

Sept 16  Prince of Peace Dinner 

Oct 2  Pre-Harvest Fest Movie Night on the Commons – Messiah Free Popcorn Booth 

Oct 3  Harvest Fest Greenhills – Messiah Trick-Or-Treat Bag Booth 

Oct 4     Blood Drive with Hoxworth Bus at Messiah 

Nov 18  Prince of Peace Pre-Thanksgiving Meal 

Nov 23  IHN Dinner 

Dec 9   Prince of Peace Dinner 
 

Events Still In Planning Process: 

Fall   Edge House at UC Dinners 

TBD  Messiah Rummage Sale - Postponed, will be rescheduled in the fall 

TBD  Habitat Build days/providing lunch – Possibly later this year --  Habitat only has  

  very experienced volunteers allowed on site right now and playing it by ear for more 

  volunteers.  

TBD  Hands Against Hunger postponed – Thrivent’s day hasn’t been scheduled—see page 6 

Dec 23 Carol Sing/Ornament Craft/Potluck Dinner 
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Mission Trip 2011 
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A Child's Hope Int'l is committed to DOUBLING our production in 2020 in order to reach an unprecedented 

number of children at risk for severe hunger and starvation due to the impact of COVID-19. To double pro-

duction with fewer volunteers (#socialdistancing), we are offering an increased number of mini packs! 
 

For the safety of others, all volunteers must: 

 Wear a face mask 

 Complete a COVID-19 questionnaire 

 Allow touchless temperature scan at arrival 

 Be at least 15 years of age 
In order to comply with the Ohio Department of Health guidelines of social distancing, our newly adapted packing proce-
dures only require 2 volunteers per line. Unfortunately, this puts an increased demand on the volunteers and there are no 
sitting jobs during this time. 

 

Can you help?          Volunteers Needed for the Following Upcoming Events: 
 

Together Thursday Public Session AM - July 9th9:30 am - 11:30 am 
 

Together Thursday Public Session PM - July 9th1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
 

Public Session - July 11th9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
 

Together Thursday Public Session AM - July 16th9:30 am - 11:30 am 
 

Together Thursday Public Session PM - July 16th1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
 

Together Thursday Public Session AM - July 23rd9:30 am - 11:30 am 
 

Together Thursday Public Session PM - July 23rd1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
 

Public Session - July 25th9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
 

Together Thursday Public Session AM - July 30th9:30 am - 11:30 am 
 

Together Thursday Public Session PM - July 30th1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

Here’s the link to the calendar and registration 

https://thechildrenarewaiting.org/hands-against-hunger/volunteer/public/volunteer-cincinnati/?event_venue_id=1%20_blank  

Matthew  
25  

Ministries 

https://thechildrenarewaiting.org/hands-against-hunger/registration-page/?ee=666
https://thechildrenarewaiting.org/hands-against-hunger/registration-page/?ee=666
https://thechildrenarewaiting.org/hands-against-hunger/registration-page/?ee=670
https://thechildrenarewaiting.org/hands-against-hunger/registration-page/?ee=670
https://thechildrenarewaiting.org/hands-against-hunger/registration-page/?ee=655
https://thechildrenarewaiting.org/hands-against-hunger/registration-page/?ee=655
https://thechildrenarewaiting.org/hands-against-hunger/registration-page/?ee=667
https://thechildrenarewaiting.org/hands-against-hunger/registration-page/?ee=667
https://thechildrenarewaiting.org/hands-against-hunger/registration-page/?ee=671
https://thechildrenarewaiting.org/hands-against-hunger/registration-page/?ee=671
https://thechildrenarewaiting.org/hands-against-hunger/registration-page/?ee=668
https://thechildrenarewaiting.org/hands-against-hunger/registration-page/?ee=668
https://thechildrenarewaiting.org/hands-against-hunger/registration-page/?ee=672
https://thechildrenarewaiting.org/hands-against-hunger/registration-page/?ee=672
https://thechildrenarewaiting.org/hands-against-hunger/registration-page/?ee=656
https://thechildrenarewaiting.org/hands-against-hunger/registration-page/?ee=656
https://thechildrenarewaiting.org/hands-against-hunger/registration-page/?ee=669
https://thechildrenarewaiting.org/hands-against-hunger/registration-page/?ee=669
https://thechildrenarewaiting.org/hands-against-hunger/registration-page/?ee=673
https://thechildrenarewaiting.org/hands-against-hunger/registration-page/?ee=673
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Altar Flowers 
The following families have signed 

up for July: 
 Hiler, Rice, Staab, Degenhardt  

 

Please remit your payment of $35 
to 

 “Messiah  

Altar  

Society”  
and place in the  

Altar Society mailbox  
in the church office. 

Thank You! 

 
The flowers must be paid for  

before the order is placed 

 M e s s e n g e r  D e a d l i n e  for the Aug. 

issue is  

July15.  

Send articles to clherron1@gmail.com 

1 Katelyn Budke 
1 Kristen Budke 
2 Robert Clements 
2 Annika Michael 
4 Mitchell Bow 
7 Carol Morison 
8 Chris Wunnenberg 
9 David Butler 
10 Dennis Lopez 
12 Tom Mueller 
12 Leslie Schultz 
14 Patrick Kenyon 
14 Dorothy Meyer 
14 Jennifer Pilsner 
16 Stephen Bow 
16 Andrew Hopper 
18 Dustin Streib 
19 Nancy Green 
19 Don Rottinghaus 
20 Lois Harrison 
21 Chuck Degenhardt 
22 Walker Gardner 
23 Joshua Priebe 
25 Claudia Bow 
31 Lois Braun 
31 Lisa Mueller 

1  Mitchell and Anna Wilhelm 
 4  Philip and Meaghan Harrison 
 5  Ed and Julie Mayer 
 6  Wayne and Bunny Doebling 
 6  Don and Barb Rottinghaus 
 8  Steve and Debbie Horner 
10 Joe and Jennie Edelsstein 
12 Ted and Mary Clare McCammon 
15 Jim and Sue Worachek 
16 Mel and Ruth Schobert 
23 Tim and Stefanie Inman 
30 David and Sara Daugherty 
31 Robert and Daren Ditz 

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my Heart 
 

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art. 
Thou my best Thought, by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 
 

Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word; 
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 
Thou my great Father, I Thy true son; 
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 
 

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 
Thou mine Inheritance, now and always: 
Thou and Thou only, put first in my heart, 
High King of Heaven, my Treasure Thou art. 
 

 
 
 
Oh, God, be my everything, be my delight 
Be, Jesus, my glory My soul’s satisfied 
Oh, God, be my everything, be my delight 
Be, Jesus, my glory My soul’s satisfied 
 

High King of Heaven, my victory won, 
May I reach Heaven’s joys, bright Heaven’s Sun 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all. 

2 0 2 0 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

8:00am Men’s Bible 
Breakfast 

5:30pm Traditional  
       Communion Wor-

ship Service 

5 
 

900am Traditional   
         Communion 
         Worship Service 
10:45am Contemporary  

Communion  
        Worship Service 

6 7 8 9 10 11 

7:30am Elders Meeting 
8:30am Leadership 

Board Meeting 
5:30pm Traditional 

Worship Service 

12 

900am Traditional  
         Worship Service 
10:45am Contemporary  

Worship Service 
2:30pm Book Club 

13 14 15 16 17 18 
 
 

5:30pm Traditional  
       Communion Wor-

ship Service 

19 

900am Traditional   
         Communion 
         Worship Service 
10:45am Contemporary  

Communion  
        Worship Service 

20 21 22 23 24 25 
 

5:30pm Traditional 
Worship Service 

26 

900am Traditional  
         Worship Service 
10:45am Contemporary  

Worship Service 

27 28 29 30 31  

July 2020 

 Come join us for worship services held in the sanctuary at 5:30 pm Saturdays, 9:00 am 

and 10::45 am Sundays. If you are uncomfortable with in-person worship at this time, 

or have health concerns, please continue to watch our online streaming of our Sunday 

services.  

 Other activities have not been resumed at this time. 


