
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

When I usually think about writing the June newsletter I think about 

moving into the summer months with school just letting out, family vaca-

tions coming up, VBS right around the corner, and all of the other sum-

mer events taking place over the next three months.  As it stands school 

has been out since mid-March; whether or not there will be family gath-

erings and vacations are still up in the air, and all of the other normal 

summer events are all “wait and see.”  We have heard it said repeatedly – “These are unprecedented times.”  I 

am not absolutely sure what will happen over the next three months for me, my family, and for our congregation. 
 

This is what we do know for right now.  In-person worship started on the weekend of May 30/31 with our Saturday 

service at 5:30 p.m. and our Sunday services at 9:00 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.  Hailey is working on when and how 

Vacation Bible School will happen and will communicate that to the congregation.  With regards to all of our other 

ministries each will be examined on a case by case basis. 
 

What we also know is that life presents us with blessings and challenges.  We all continue moving into the future 

not knowing what is ahead of us but always trusting that God is with us every step of the way.  In Hebrews 11 

Abraham was commended by God when he “obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to re-

ceive as an inheritance.  And he went out, not knowing where he was going.” (Hebrews 11:8)  As 

Hebrews 11:1 says “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”  

The faith that has been given to us trusts that God is always with us guiding and directing our lives 

even though there are many uncertainties ahead of us. 
 

Understanding our blessings, relying on God’s presence and strength, we can move forward trusting 

in His love and promises.  God also gives us opportunities to convey to others the trust we have in 

God.  One of the greatest witnesses we can have is when others see how we handle the uncertainties that life 

throws our way.  When ask we can point them to Jesus whose love never lets us down.   
 

I pray that your summer is filled with opportunities to be with family and friends however that happens.  I pray that 

all of us recognize God’s blessings that are all around us and to praise God for His never-failing love. 
 

In Jesus’ name, 

Pastor Allen Stuckwisch  
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From the Pastor 

2020 GRADUATE CAR PARADE  —  June 11th from 5:00 to 7:00 PM 
 

See the class of 2020 in their caps & gowns! 

 
  

 

Help us celebrate the Class of 2020 with a parade in 

the Messiah parking lot. 

Decorating cars is encouraged! 

Rain Date— June 16th from 4 to 7 PM 



From the Elders 
Upcoming Events 

 

Jun 17  Prince of Peace       

  Dinner 

Jun 22  IHN Dinner 

July   VBS in a Box 

Jul 15  Prince of Peace 

  Dinner 

Sept 16  Prince of Peace 

  Dinner 
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Keeping HOPE alive 
  

HEALING - We all need a healing touch:  emotionally, physically, spiritual-

ly.   God is the Great Physician.  He healed and continues to heal us 

all.  During these times we need Jesus to heal us through His gifts and His 

healing hand.  He reminded us that He came to heal the sick not the well. 

Mark 2:7  "And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, 'Those who are well 

have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I came not to call the 

righteous, but sinners.' “   As sinners we are all needing His healing touch. 
  

OPTIMISM - We all at times feel God's presence and it calms us through trou-

bling times.  His guiding light keeps on, on the path to His glory.  He showed the way for the Israelites to give them 

what He had promised them and Abraham many years before.  We too must keep optimistic that He will guide us 

again through these troubling times and through faith in Him and His presence.  Joshua 1:9  "Have I not com-

manded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is 

with you wherever you go.” 
  

PRAYER - Jesus gave us a way to let go of our fears, to rely on Him and the Father for comfort.  Prayer.  It is the 

lifeline of communication to Him.  We have to keep this line open to Him to guide us through these times.  We are 

all yearning for more communication and socialization.  Prayer is His way of allowing us to communicate with Him 

and comforting us so we do not feel alone and we can trust in Him to save us.  Philippians 4:6 "Do not be anxious 

about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 

to God."   We can be assured that He listens to us and keeps the Fatherly watchful eye over us.  
  

ENCOURAGEMENT - God gives us the ability to do all of the above to give us encouragement to persevere and 

overcome.  We all have the HOPE that these trying times will pass but they are all minor in the Glory of God.  He 

encourages us to help each other, to strengthen each other through faith in the Almighty.   John 16:33 "I have 

said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I 

have overcome the world.” 
  

 “Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul - and sings the tunes without the words - and never 

stops at all.” - Emily Dickinson, Poet.   
  

May we all feel the joy of God and the HOPE He continues to guide us all through Faith in Him.  
 

The Elders — Randy Gross, John Hiler, Shawn Horner, Steve Horner and Rich Rutz 

Challenge Inspiration 
 

 In 1965 Dan & Nancy Langner came to Finneytown from the Cleveland area, and joined Messiah Lutheran Church.  
Dan was diagnosed with lung cancer in 1975 and was called home to heaven in February, 1976.   Because their families were 
in the Cleveland area, Nancy’s brothers and sisters in Christ at Messiah were a very important support group for her and her 
children.  Their kindness strengthened her Christian faith. 
 In May, 1977 the Messiah Messenger reported that Nancy and her children would be moving to Florida.   Nancy had 
been a preschool teacher and administrator at Messiah for seven years, telling children that Jesus loved them.  She even told 
them the colors in Joseph’s coat of many colors, according to Pastor Kettner.  She was loved by the children and by many in 
the congregation, and became known as “the huggy lady.”.   

Her move to Florida was still pending when she and Gary Logsdon began to date in September, 1977.   She soon 
changed her plan to move, and they were wed at Messiah on May 14, 1978.   Her children and his were confirmed at Messiah.  
In 2019 she was called home to heaven following several years of Alzheimer’s illness, and her memorial service was held at 
the church she loved. 
 Nancy was a Messiah member for over fifty years.   Messiah Lutheran Church and the congregation meant so much to 
her.  It seemed fitting to take some action to help the long-term future of the church she loved, and paying down a portion of 
the mortgage was a way, with the agreement of Pastor Stuckwisch and church leaders, to accomplish that.  Nancy and Gary 
were blessed by the Lord beyond their ability to express, but the $40,000 challenge could be considered as a thank-offering of 
$1000 for each year of their marriage. 
 The Lord has blessed and continues to bless his people.    
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From the Congregation President 

As of Pentecost weekend (May 30/31st), Messiah has resumed in-person worship in the Sanctuary.  We will 

continue to defer other fellowship activities until further notice.  While none of us could see this coming at the 

start of the year, God knew what he had planned for us.  This has certainly challenged what we think of as 

“church”, but maybe that was part of God’s plan, to help get us out of our comfort zone and truly focus on how 

we can meet the needs of our congregation and those in our neighborhoods.  That is all part of “Joining Jesus 

on His Mission”.  Remember that focus?  We all need to be looking and listening on how Jesus is “messing with 

us”.  It is during these challenges that we will grow.  Moving forward, the staff, Elders and Leadership Board will 

continue to assess how we can encourage everyone to be a great example and meet Jesus where He has al-

ready started working.  
 

I would also like to take this time to thank everyone that has helped keep us all connected over the past couple 

months while we have been apart.  Thank you to Pastor and Hailey, planning worship and being available as 

anyone has need and continuing to plan for the future as we ramp back up.  Thank you to Sharon and all the 

musicians who have provided Special Music during worship.  It has truly been a blessing to those online to vir-

tually hear all the talents God has given us.  Thank you to Ken and Steve on the sound board who have been 

keeping the streaming going, keeping us all connected in worship.  Thank you to Linda for preparing all the ma-

terials for worship and keeping us informed through office communication.  Thank you to all of you who have 

reached out to each other, just to ask “How are you doing”, especially to our homebound and single members.  

I’m sure I’m forgetting some people, but we’ve all played a role in sharing God’s love with those around us.  

Thank you for being patient with us as we’ve all learned together. 
 

The Leadership Board and Elders have continued to meet virtually the past couple months as well.  Our materi-

al and minutes continue to be posted in the Members section on the webpage, but wanted to highlight a couple 

different items.  The first is VBS is going to be all home-based this year.  Please visit our webpage 

(www.messiahgrh.org) by June 17th to register your family members or friends.  Second, Messiah applied for a 

paycheck protection program (PPP) loan and was granted $40,000.  This amount will be forgivable starting in 

November.  This will significantly help our expense throughout the year, considering giving has been lagging 

most of the year and projected annual shortfall.  Finally, we have also begun the paperwork to refinance the 

mortgage to a lower interest rate.  While this will allow us to reduce our monthly expense, we plan to continue 

paying the same amount each month we have currently been paying.  Doing this will provide us the flexibility to 

adjust in the future if the need arises.  If anyone has any questions about these programs, don’t hesitate to 

reach out to me. 
 

Blessings to you and your family. 

Chris Berndt 

With in-person services suspended in April, it is no sur-

prise that giving was substantially below that of our ex-

penses. Year-to-date, we have fallen back by $24,000.  

We have used the carry-over cash from last year and are 

now using the Voter approved 2020 pledges from the 

Major Repair Fund.  Please prayerfully consider how you 

can help us close this gap.   

Rom. 5:8 – “But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” God did 
not wait for mankind to make the first move. He did not wait for Adam and Eve to come looking for Him, but 
He went and found them. And while we were still sinners, still enemies of God, and still set against Him, He sent 
His Son Jesus to suffer, die, and rise for us. God was moved by His own love and generosity and kindness. We 
now seek to grow up into His image as loving, generous, and kind sons and daughters of the Heavenly Father. 
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OWLS 

Book Club will meet at Church on June 14 at 2:30 p.m. Since we haven't 

been able to access the library to pick up our group check out,  we are to 

each pick out our own book and then report it to the group. Why not join our 

social distant discussion with your favorite book! 

I know we are all grateful that we can, once again, worship in person! Special music offerings will 

continue to be a part of our services on Saturdays and at 9:00 on Sundays. If you would like to 

sing or play, please let me know.  I am also happy to help you choose and prepare music. All ages 

are invited to participate.  
 

Many thanks to everyone who has provided special music for our services the last few weeks. 

Your gifts were appreciated by everyone who watched our live stream services. 
 

Choir and handbells will meet when possible. We normally break for summer and will probably 

maintain that schedule. There is lots of uncertainty with performing groups around the world. I will 

be consulting with other directors and organizations, as well as reading articles on the subject. 
 

I look forward to seeing you in person as we "make a joyful noise" together. 
 

Cathy Carson (513-824-1241 or cahtycason82@gmail.com) 

OWLS: Our next meeting will likely be in the fall. Stay tuned. 

Messiah Women in Mission LWML 
The 2020 Ohio District LWML Convention was to be held in Dayton, 

Ohio, June 19-21. 

Bunny Doebling and Judy Stroeh are the delegates representing 

Messiah.  As a member of the District Human Care Committee, Judy had 

planned an activity to make no-sew fleece pillows for elderly residents of 

Graceworks. Because of health concerns, the in-person convention was can-

celled.  But Bunny and Judy are still serving Messiah and the Cincinnati zone 

as they will be voting by mail for: 

*Ohio District Officers for the 2020-2022 term 

* Mission Grants for 2020-2022  (displayed on the Messiah Women in 

Mission LWML Posters) 

*By-law changes 

Thanks to your support through Mite giving, all of the 2018-2020 Mis-

sion Grants, totaling $85,000, were paid in full. Thanks to Bunny and Judy for 

representing Messiah. And thanks to Judy for serving our district for the last 2 

years!   
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Outreach Calendar: 

 

Jun 17  Prince of Peace Dinner 

Jun 22  IHN Dinner 

July   VBS in a Box 

Jul 15  Prince of Peace Dinner 

Sept 16  Prince of Peace Dinner 

Oct 2  Pre-Harvest Fest Movie Night on the Commons  

                                - Messiah Free Popcorn Booth 

Oct 3  Harvest Fest Greenhills – Messiah Trick-Or-Treat Bag Booth 

Oct 4     Blood Drive with Hoxworth Bus at Messiah 

Nov 18  Prince of Peace Pre-Thanksgiving Meal 

Nov 23  IHN Dinner 

Dec 9   Prince of Peace Dinner 
 

Events Still In Planning Process: 

Fall   Edge House at UC Dinners 

TBD                April 25 Winton Woods Park Clean-up Work Day  

   – Cancelled – May be rescheduled 

TBD  June 6th Messiah Rummage Sale  

   - Postponed, will be rescheduled in the fall 

TBD  Habitat Build days/providing lunch  

   – will be scheduled later this year 

TBD  Mar 21st Hands Against Hunger postponed – will reschedule 

Dec 23 Carol Sing/Ornament Craft/Potluck Dinner 

VBS in a Box 
Blast off to "Explore where God's Power can take you!" as a 

family this summer in an out of this world experience "To 

Mars and Beyond"! 

Bring Vacation Bible School to your home this summer with 

VBS in a Box! 

Follow these steps to get one for your family! 

 

1.) Visit www.messiahgrh.org to register 

2.) Register online by June 17 

3.) Pick up your VBS in a Box 

4.) Join us online every Wednesday in July 

5.) Share the love of Jesus with friends & family! 

 

Contact Hailey Robertson with any questions:  dce@messiahgrh.org 

 

http://www.messiahgrh.org/
mailto:dce@messiahgrh.org
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Messiah will be Hosting a Blood Drive Sunday Oct 4th 

We would like to make the Tri-State Community better by helping to 
build a safe and adequate blood supply. 

 
Our community needs over 300 blood donors daily to keep a 
safe supply available.  There are shortages in our community 
and the whole country due to an increasing need for blood. 

 
Would you be willing to participate in a blood drive?  

By donating blood, you could save as many as 3 lives! 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
10416 Bossi Lane 

 

Sunday, October 4, 2020 

9:00 a.m.— 11:45 a.m. & 12:15 p.m.— 3:00 p.m. 

 

Donor Bus will be parked in parking lot 
 

To schedule your appointment, please visit: 

www.hoxworth.org/groups/messiahlutheran 

Or call Hoxworth at 513-451-0910 
 

Appointments encouraged: Walk-Ins Welcomed 

Ask about red cell donation 
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Altar Flowers 
The following families have signed 

up for June: 
Friedrich, Lipps, Rice,  
Degenhardt, and Rutz  

 

Please remit your payment of $35 
to 

 “Messiah  

Altar  

Society”  
and place in the  

Altar Society mailbox  
in the church office. 

Thank You! 
 

The flowers must be paid for  

before the order is placed 

 M e s s e n g e r  D e a d l i n e  for the July 

issue is  June 15.  

Send articles to clherron1@gmail.com 

5 Faith Horner 
5 Tammie Schuesler 
6 Rebecca Inman 
6 Wendy Kessler 
8 Shawn Horner 
9 Beth Reupert 
12 Chris Berndt 
13 Jennifer McGuire 
15 Barb Rottinghaus 
16 Logan Kenyon 
17 Kay McGuire 
17 Rick Walter 
18 Mary Clare McCammon 
19 Bill Nolan 
21 Richard Smith 
22 Thomas Mayer 
30 Poppy Magill 
30 Vince Welage 

5 Richard & Majorie Smith 
7 Ken & Jennifer McGuire 
9 Mark & and Sharon Schmetzer 
13 John & Laura Priebe 
13 Allen & De Stuckwisch 
13 Chuck & Barb Degenhardt 
13 Chris & Karyn Todd 
16 Kevin & Carole Baldwin 
24 Dia & Joan Ramahi 
30 Phil & Jane Dumke 

MY GUIDE 
 
I shall take my precious Bible 
 As my guide throughout the year. 
For to follow in its precepts 
 Is to know my Lord is near. 
 

Just to walk each day with Jesus, 
 Then my joys shall never cease; 
Life will have a worthy purpose, 
 This will give me lasting peace. 
 

Though to me each day uncertain, 
 I will hold my Master’s hand 
He will lead His child homeward, 
 To the heavenly promised land. 

Miner Tanis 
(Bob Tanis uncle) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

8:00am Men’s Bible 
Breakfast 

 
 
5:30pm Traditional 

Worship Service 

7 

 
900am Traditional  
         Worship Service 
10:45am Contemporary  

Worship Service 

8 9 10 11 

5:00pm-7:00pm 
Celebrate Messiah’s 
2020 Graduates with 
car parade in  
Messiah’s parking lot 

12 13 

7:30am Elders Meet-
ing 

8:30am Leadership 
Board Meeting 

5:30pm Traditional 
Worship Service 

14 

900am Traditional  
         Worship Service 
10:45am Contemporary  

Worship Service 
2:30pm Book Club 

15 16 

 
 
5:00 –7:00pm 
Rain Date for  
Graduate  Celebra-
tion 

17 18 19 20 
 
5:30pm Traditional 

Communion 
        Worship Service 

21 
 

900am Traditional  
Communion 

         Worship Service 
10:45am Contemporary  

Communion  
        Worship Service 

22 23 24 25 26 27 
5:30pm Traditional 

Worship Service 

28 

900am Traditional  
         Worship Service 
10:45am Contemporary  

Worship Service 

29 30     

June 2020 

 Come join us for worship services held in the sanctuary at 5:30 pm Saturdays, 9:00 am and 

10:45 am Sundays. If you are uncomfortable with in-person worship at this time, or have 

health concerns, please continue to watch our online streaming of our Sunday services.  

 We will wait until the third weekend in June to celebrate Holy Communion.  We will continue 

to offer communion on Wednesdays.  Please call Pastor Stuckwisch to schedule a time (513-

633-0191).   

 Other activities have not been resumed at this time. 

Trinity Sunday 

Summer Begins 

Father’s Day 


