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We are a 21st century mission church “Living Jesus,
Sharing Jesus” in our community and world.

From the Pastor
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

We began the season of Lent on Ash Wednesday, February 26. It is a
forty day journey culminating on Good Friday with the crucifixion of
Jesus for our sins, and then Easter Sunday where we can celebrate
not only the forgiveness of our sins but, because of Christ’s resurrection, we have the promise of life everlasting. At our Midweek Lenten
services we will be using a Lenten Series entitled “Silent Witnesses.”
This series will give us an opportunity to hear from various items associated with the death and resurrection
of Jesus. These items will be personified helping us in our Lenten observance. We are excited about the various pastors in the Cincinnati area who will deliver the messages at various congregations in the Cincinnati
area. We will hear from Pastor Greene from Immanuel Lutheran, Pastor Norris and Pastor Berner from Christ
Lutheran, and Pastor Rodencal from Peace Lutheran.
As mentioned earlier, the first Wednesday in Lent is called Ash Wednesday. Ash Wednesday gets its name
from the medieval custom of penitents coming to the church on this day in sackcloth and with naked feet.
After finishing their prayers, they threw ashes, made from blessed palms from the previous Palm Sunday, over
their heads. Ashes bring forth the idea that “dust we are and to dust we will return.” Because of sin we are
deserving of death. The wearing of sackcloth and ashes is a sign of a repentant and contrite heart.
During Lent, besides the imposition of ashes, we also omit the singing of Alleluia in worship. During Lent we
talk a lot about how we are sinful, undeserving of God’s grace and mercy. Why do we do that? Certainly
Scripture does not mandate any of these practices. There are many things that we do in worship that is neither mandated nor forbidden. Some practices date back to the early Christian church and some practices
came about in recent history. Much of what we do is an attempt to get us to focus on the fact that we are sinful but through Jesus Christ our Lord we have forgiveness and eternal life. Some people also give something
up for Lent. Once again the practice isn’t mandated in Scripture but the intent is to sacrifice in some small
way to remind us of the great sacrifice borne by Jesus Christ our Lord. The reality is that a lot of what we have
in worship – architecture, art, vestments, paraments – are all for the sole purpose of focusing our attention
on what is most important — the forgiveness of sins and the promise of life everlasting won for us through the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord.
One thing we could do is instead of giving something up for Lent is to take something on. Do something for
someone that you would not normally do. Make an effort to reflect the love of Jesus in our dealing with one
another. In this way the sacrifice that we make is the sacrificing of ourselves.
Blessings to you throughout this Lenten season. May God bless you now and always.
In Christ’s name,
Pastor Allen Stuckwisch

Daylight Savings Time
Begins March 8th.

From the Elders

Upcoming Events
Mar 4 Lenten dinner and service
Mar 7 Men’s Bible Breakfast
Mar 11 Lenten dinner and service
Mar 18 Lenten dinner and service
Mar 21 Hands Against Hunger
Event
Mar 21 Federation Spring Seminar
at Messiah
Mar 25 Lenten dinner and service
Mar 28 Spring Work Day at Messiah
April 1 Lenten dinner and service
April 5 Palm Sunday
April 11 Feast of the Resurrection
April 22 Blanket Brigade
June 22-26 VBS

Our prayers and sympathies to
the family and friends of Rosalie
Cadwallader on her death
February 15, 2020. Her funeral
service was held at Messiah on
February 18, 2020.

Some really good guidance for living the Christian life from day to
day is to “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”
Think about “rejoice always.” What…is life supposed to be a continual party? Brass bands parading by all the time? Well, I’m going to
guess that the answer to that is likely to be “no.” So what do we do
with that advice, how do we apply it to our everyday life? Well, for
starters, consider our natural versus our current redeemed status.
“And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once
walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of
the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—among whom we all once lived in the passions of our
flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were
by nature children of wrath like the rest of mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,
even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together
with Christ—by grace you have been saved—and raised us up with
him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches
of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.”
Let’s apply some of those concepts to our lives. “Dead in trespasses and sins,” yes, that was the status of each of us until the Holy
Spirit brought us to Christ. The same goes for “and were by nature
children of wrath like the rest of mankind.” But…what a contrast…
”but God…rich in mercy…the great love with which he loved us…
made us alive together with Christ…and raised us up with him and
seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” Then
further, it talks about “the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.”
Consider that every day: the eternal creator of all that exists loves
you, and wants to continually deepen his relationship with you, and
to be with you every moment of your life. Unworthy? I know that I
am. Thankful? Deeply and profoundly. I want you to feel the same.
References above were from first Thessalonians chapter 5 and
Ephesians chapter 2, but I know that you knew that already.
The Elders

SPRING WORK DAY AT MESSIAH
There will be a work day at Messiah on Saturday, March 28, from 9:00
to 12:00 (rain date will be April 4). Many hands make for light work!!!
Come help us spruce up the outside of the church property (there are
inside jobs, too) just in time for Easter services.
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From the Congregation President
Sometimes the month of March comes in like a lion and goes out like a lamb. This dual nature is also present
in our God. Like a lion, He is the King. As a lamb, He is our Savior. He is both just and merciful. How awesome is it to have a God like that! Wouldn’t that be wonderful news to share with someone who is looking for
peace in their lives? That is what missional living is all about, living out Jesus’ mission for us to share the
Good News and love others as we love ourselves. The good thing about this is that Jesus is already putting
people in our lives that are looking for Him. We just need to keep our eyes open. During the month of
March, look for Ministry Folder inserts on how you can join (or lead) a small group missional community.
These communities will meet occasionally for sharing how we see God acting in the world around us. For
many of us, sharing our faith can be intimidating or scary. If that sounds like you, consider joining one of
these communities to learn from each other and encouraging each other to not give up. We are trying to live
out Messiah’s mission of Living Jesus and Sharing Jesus in our Community and World.
On February 16th, we had one of our regularly scheduled Voters’ Meeting. At the meeting we highlighted all
the work that was done as a result of the lightning surge we had in August. One of the positive outcomes of
this is all the upgraded equipment that was covered by our insurance. We were able to get about $40,000
worth of needed equipment for about $15,000, covered mostly by generous donations over the last half of
last year. One item remaining is the organ. After much work with the organ technicians, the insurance company and a couple organ manufacturers, it was determined the best course of action going forward was to
purchase a new organ, at the cost of about $105,000. Around $80,000 will be covered by insurance. The
voters authorized Randy Green and Sharon Schmetzer to work with the insurance company and Rogers Organ
to purchase an organ not to exceed $25,000 out of pocket for Messiah. Any donations to support this would
be greatly appreciated. Funds not donated will come from the Major Repair Fund.
The other major item on the agenda was the final approval of the 2020 operating budget. Versus November,
we cut approximately $5,500 from the anticipated deficit. However, we are still projecting a shortfall of about
$40,000. The Voters approved the Leadership Board’s recommendation to use the remaining cash from
2019 (~$17,000), the $4,000 that the Greenhills Cooperative Preschool pays us (instead of going to replenish the Major Repair Fund), eliminating Pastor’s mileage reimbursement ($5,000) and reducing the gift to the
Ohio District by $3,000. Additionally, we will ask those that pledged to the Major Repair Fund in 2020 to allow those gifts to be used on the general budget. This will close the projected shortfall.
Finally, there is a special door offering in the month of March to support the Ohio District annual “Hearts for
Jesus” campaign. This year’s offering will support Phil’s Friends, an Illinois based organization providing emotional and prayerful support of cancer patients and survivors. Please prayerfully consider donating to this
wonderful cause to share the love of Jesus with those needing some support.
Chris Berndt
January giving fell short of our expenses by $9,962. This is typical for the month of January, with many non-recurring bills due.
This reduced our non-earmarked cash on hand to $7,620. expenses for the month. Total 2019 expenses exceeded giving by
$15,096. We were able to cover the shortfall throughout the
year with the carryover funds from previous years. Remaining
cash on hand to cover monthly expenses is $17,392. Thank you
to all who helped financially contribute to the ministries of our
congregation.
Messiah Messenger
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Book Club will meet at the home of Bev Roppel, 255 Cody Court, Fairfield on March
15 at 2:30 p.m. to discuss “The Library Book” by Susan Orlean. This book details the
fire that destroyed many books on April 29, 1986 in the Los Angeles Public Library.
Extra copies are in the church office. Join us for an interesting discussion.

OWLS

OWLS will meet on March 10 (2nd Tuesday) -because of election day on March 17.
The speaker will be Nicole Dowdell who is the head of the fraud department at
5th/3rd bank. She will bring us up to date on Current Senior Scams. If you came to the
Progressive Dinner, you already have met Nicole. Luncheon at 11:30 a.m. with
speaker to follow.

We will be serving dinner at Prince of Peace on Wednesday, March 18th. We appreciate all who have provided food and have helped serve. Sign up sheet will on the bulletin board. Any questions please call Joan Rieger or Sandy Walter. Thank you
The scheduled activities for the Outreach Ministry for the rest of 2020 follows:
Mar 16
Mar18
Mar 21
April 25

IHN Dinner
Jun 22
Prince of Peace Dinner
Sept 16
Hands Against Hunger
Nov 18
Winton Woods Park Cleanup Work Day
Nov 23
Jun 17
Prince of Peace Dinner
Dec 9
Events and dates that are still in-process:
TBD
Edge House at UC Dinners
May - Oct
Free Hot Dogs 1st Saturday. Start May 2?, Include Sat July 4th?
TBD
Habitat for Humanity – work with Susan Bennett
Sept 13
Blood Drive on Greenhills Commons during Church Picnic
Dec 23
Carol Sing/Ornament Craft/Potluck Dinner

IHN Dinner
Prince of Peace Dinner
Prince of Peace PreThanksgiving Meal
IHN Dinner
Prince of Peace Dinner

Thrivent Members – Don’t forget to direct your Choice Dollars by the end of March.
Music News
Messiah's choir and handbell ensemble are preparing music for Lenten services, Holy
Week, and Easter.
Bells will rehearse on Wednesdays from 6:20-6:50.
Choir will rehearse immediately following the Wednesday services.
We are blessed to have so many gifted musicians in our congregation. Please consider
joining the choir or handbell ensemble. There are opportunities to serve in praise band
and orchestra, as well. We also welcome soloists and other musicians to be part of our services in the upcoming weeks.
Consider how God may use you in Messiah's music ministry and join us as we "make a joyful noise to the Lord".
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Two Outreach Events Happening on March 21st.

Register at: tmnhandsagainsthunger2020.eventbrite.com
J oin us Saturday, March 21 from 9 a.m. to Noon for Hope in Action Day and help pack 100,000
meals for children in need. Invite your family members, neighbors, and all your friends to help save
the lives of children locally, regionally and internationally. We are also working to raise $25,000 in
support of the Hands Against Hunger program. You can donate online.
Questions? Email us at mid-americatmn@thrivent.com.
The mission of A Child’s Hope International is to motivate and mobilize the church and the community
to care for the orphans in their distress. This includes the children within U.S. foster care, the orphans
of the world and vulnerable children suffering from hunger, thirst and poverty.

March 21, 2020 Federation Education Seminar
Messiah is hosting the Federation Spring Educational Seminar
from 9AM to 12:15PM on Saturday March 21
The topic is Fear and Lies: Unmasking the Devil
Session 1 Introduction: The Unseen Forces
Session 2: Exorcism in the New Testament
Session 3 Exorcism and Spiritual Warfare Today – A Lutheran View
Doctor Robert H Bennett is the Executive Director of Luther Academy and also serves Concordia Theological Seminary as an International Missions Specialist and visiting professor missiology. He enjoys teaching in the areas of the
Lutheran Confessions and pastoral theology. Dr. Bennett holds the degrees of B.A. from Concordia University, Ann
Arbor (Human Resource Management), M.Div. (Exegetical Studies), S.T.M (Exegetical Studies) and PhD (Missiology)
from Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne Indiana. His PhD research focused on the growth of the Lutheran
Church of Madagascar (F.L.M.). Dr. Bennett's research led to the publishing of his first book on titled, “I Am Not
Afraid: Demon Possession and Spiritual Warfare” and his later book, “Afraid: Demon Possession and Spiritual Warfare in America”. Dr. Bennett is the Executive Director of Luther Academy and also serves Concordia Theological
Seminary as a International Missions Specialist and visiting professor of missiology.

This event is free.
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For over sixty years our congregation has enjoyed beautiful views of Winton
Woods and its lake. Our youth groups and vacation Bible school children have
enjoyed outings there. We have even held Easter Sunrise services in the park..
Now, we have an opportunity to say “thank you.” On

Saturday, April 25,
Winton Woods will be hosting a community event to do some
spring cleaning at our local park.
We would like to get a Messiah group together for this environmentally friendly
activity.
The clean-up runs from 9:00 until noon, with a free grilled lunch and raffle giveaways at noon.
Watch the bulletin board in the narthex for more information.

Black History Lutheran Style.
Have you wondered, as I have, "Where was the Lutheran Church
in American black history?". The LWML Quarterly has featured
several articles over the years that give insight to that question.
"The First Rosa", https://www.lcms.org/thefirstrosa , features the documentary about Lutheran efforts in the South in the
1800's. The current issue tells the gripping story of Pastor Chris
McNair, African American pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Birmingham, Alabama. Pastor McNair and wife Maxine, were the
proud parents of Denise McNair, one of four African American 14 year old girls
who died in the bombing of a Baptist Church in Birmingham on September 15, 1963. The godly response of Pastor and his congregation is truly inspirational! Copies of the Quarterly are on the display rack in the narthex.

Show someone you care!
IT’S EASY!
Visit the display in the narthex!
STEP 1: Grab a Card & Envelope (provided)
STEP 2 : Write a Note (be sure to include the recipient’s name on the envelope)
STEP 3: Leave in the basket to be
mailed

Youth 4th Sunday meets next on March 22nd from
12 to 2 PM in the Fellowship Hall.
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1 Ryan Capal
2 Peter Mayer
2 Jane Mishurda
2 Anneliese Osterday
3 Tina Burge
4 Mitch Duell
5 Elena Yeatts
6 Karyn Todd
7 Alex Marque
7 Abigail Wolford
8 Keith Hamilton
10 Melinda Kenyon
11 Cassandra Staten
12 Ashleigh Walter
14 Benjamin Priebe
14 Courtney Valerius
15 Jayson Schuesler
16 Philip Harrison
18 Colin McGuire
19 Laura Schuerman
21 Sharon Schuesler
24 Jade Reupert

25 Don Argus
26 John Bennett
27 Sarah Farler
27 Jacob Wolford
28 Ralph Frye
28 Josh Tanczer
30 Clark Markovitz
31 Diane Wolford

Altar Flowers
The following families have signed
up for March:
Rice, Hiler, Dumke, Tanis, Herron
Please remit your payment of $35
to
“Messiah
Altar
Society”

10 Matthew and Kaitlin Budke
12 Chris and Karen Berndt
13 Dale and Nancy Beckman
17 John and Lynn Hiler
19 Tom and Madge Mueller
20 Bill and Anne Nolan
21 Peter and Christie Mayer
25 Bob and Eileen Tanis
28 John and Courtney Valerius

and place in the
Altar Society mailbox
in the church office.

Thank You!
The flowers must be paid for
before the order is placed

If you are not receiving the Messiah Messenger
by e-mail and would like to, please send an e-mail
request to me at
clherron1@gmail.com and I will add you to the
distribution list. Thanks.

M e s s e n g e r D e a d l i n e for the March
issue is
February 15.

Send articles to clherron1@gmail.com
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March 2020
Sun
1

8:30am Traditional
Communion
Worship Service
9:30am Education Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Communion
Service

8

8:30am Traditional
Worship Service
9:30am Education Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Worship Service

15

8:30am Traditional
Communion
Worship Service
9:30am Education Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Communion
Service
2:30pm Book Club

22

8:30am Traditional
Worship Service
9:30am Education Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Worship Service
12:00pm Youth
4th Sunday

29

8:30am Traditional
Worship Service
9:30am Education Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Worship Service

Messiah Messenger

Mon
2

Tue
3

7:30pm Band and
Vocals

Wed
4

10:15am Ladies’
Bible Study

Thu

Fri

Sat

5

6

7

12

13

14

6:00 pm

8:00am Men’s Bible
Breakfast
5:30pm Traditional
Worship
Service

6:20pm Hand Bell
practice
7:00 pm Lenten
Service
Choir after service
9

10

11:30am OWLS
7:30pm Band and
Vocals

11

10:15am Ladies’
Bible Study

Junior High Youth Gathering
7:30am Elders Meeting
8:30am Leadership
Board Meeting
5:30pm Traditional
Communion
Worship Service

6:00 pm
6:20pm Hand Bell
practice
7:00 pm Lenten
Service
Choir after service

16

17

18

Set-up for Election

7:30pm Band and
Vocals

6:20pm Hand Bell
practice
7:00 pm Lenten
Service
Choir after service

23

24

25

Election Day

7:30pm Band and
Vocals

10:15am Ladies’
Bible Study
Prince of Peace
Dinner
6:00 pm

10:15am Ladies’
Bible Study

19

20

21

26

27

28

9:00 Hands Against
Hunger
9:00am Federation
Seminar
at Messiah
5:30pm Traditional
Worship
Service

9:00am Messiah Spring
Work Day

6:00 pm
6:20pm Hand Bell
practice
7:00 pm Lenten
Service
Choir after service
30

5:30pm Traditional
Worship
Service

31

7:30pm Band and
Vocals
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