
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

One of the Bible reading we had in church in January was I Corinthians 

1:10 which reads:  “I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what 

you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be per-

fectly united in mind and thought.”  We live in the United States of 

America but our country does not appear to be very united.  That cer-

tainly has been very evident the last three years since the election and the inauguration of a new president.  We 

need to continue to lift up our prayers for our nation and its’ leaders.  As Christians we also need to remember 

that God is ultimately in control and we trust in His love and providence.  
  

Paul certainly wants us to pray for our leaders both within the church and outside, but the unity that he is talk-

ing about in the scripture reading above is unity within the church.  Later in I Corinthians Paul acknowledges the 

fact that there will always be some division.  In I Corinthians 11:18-19 he says “For, in the first place, when you 

come together as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you.  And I believe it in part, for there must be 

factions among you in order that those who are genuine among you may be recognized.” 
 

That being said Christian unity is something we all need to strive for.  First of all Christian unity depends on 

faithfulness to Christ and not the chasing of one’s own agendas or ideas.  We will always have some differences 

regarding thoughts and ideas but we need to always be there for each other even when things don’t do our way.  

As a church the mission of Messiah is “Living Jesus and Sharing Jesus in our community and world.”  We come 

together with all of our differences in support of that Mission.  
  

The second thing that we must do is to make sure all of our words and actions are rooted in love.  We will never 

live Jesus and share Jesus in our community and world if love is not our motivating principle.  That certainly 

needs to be evident in our church and it will also serve well living that principle as citizens of our great nation.  

As Christians we talk about living as lights in the world. 
 

May the light of Christ shine through each of us as we seek peace and unity in our church, in our nation, and 

throughout the world. 
 

In Jesus’ name 

Pastor Allen Stuckwisch  
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From the Pastor 

February 22, 2020 

at 7:00 pm-8:30 pm 

at Messiah.  More 

details to follow 



From the Elders 

Upcoming Events 
 

Feb 1 Men’s Bible Breakfast 

Feb  16 Voters’ Lunch and Meeting 

Feb 22  Lost and Found Concert 

Mar 13/15  Junior High Youth  

Gathering in Columbus, OH 

Mar 21 Hands Against Hunger 

Event 

April 22 Blanket Brigade 

June 22-26 VBS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our prayers and sympathies to the 

family of Bob Staab. A celebration of 

life service was held at Messiah on 

January 18, 2020. 
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Stand firm against all strategies and tricks of the devil (Ephesians 

6:11). 
 

 As God's people are filled with and controlled by the Holy Spir-

it and are soaring as eagles in a victorious and fruitful Christian 

life, we must always beware of the enemy's attempts to "clip our 

wings," so to speak, and destroy our effectiveness.  In Ephesians 

6:11, God warns us, "Put on the full armor of God so that you can 

take your stand against the devil's schemes." 
 

The story is told of a man out hiking in the country.  While walk-

ing, he happened to see a magnificent golden eagle flying upward 

into the sky.  He watched it with delight and admiration as it 

soared higher and higher.  But suddenly, something went 

wrong!  The eagle seemed incapable of going any higher.  As a 

matter of fact, it began to fall, and before too long lay at his feet 

as a lifeless mass.  
  

What possibly could have happened?  No human hand had 

harmed it.  No sportsman's shot had reached it.  Filled with bewil-

derment, the man went over and examined the bird, only to dis-

cover an astounding sight.  Still curled up in the talons of that 

great bird was a little weasel, no doubt the prey of the bird that 

had been carried off up into the sky.  As the weasel had been 

drawn in close to the big bird's body for flight, it had managed to 

worm itself partly out of that great grip and had bit into the breast 

of its enemy and proceeded to suck out the lifeblood of that great 

eagle.   
 

Unless we are on guard and walk in trust and obedience, the ene-

my can work like that weasel, weaken or destroy our witness and 

rob our joy and victory.  The Lord tells us, "For our struggle is not 

against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the au-

thorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the 

spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  Therefore put on 

the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you 

may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done eve-

rything, to stand" (Ephesians 6:12-13, NIV).  He then describes 

the armor in which we must be dressed at all times.  
  

As eagles, God wants us to soar.  But He also wants us to "stand."  

Let us endeavor to stand firm in the knowledge that God is with 

us at all times and will protect us with his “armor”. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

The Elders 

Ash Wednesday is February 26, the beginning of 
the Lenten Season.  Plan to join us for a Lenten 
dinner at 6:00pm prior to the Lenten Service at 
7:00pm on February 26, March 4th, March 11th, 
March 18th, March 25, and April 1st.  Come for 
food, fellowship, and worship time. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=eph+6:11
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=eph+6:11
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/10-supernatural-ways-the-holy-spirit-wants-to-empower-you.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/10-supernatural-ways-the-holy-spirit-wants-to-empower-you.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=eph+6:11
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=eph+6:11
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=eph+6:12-13
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From the Congregation President 

By now 2020 is in full swing and the Leadership Board if off planning for a busy year.   

 We will continue our efforts into creating missional communities where we can share and build up 

each other as we seek to join Jesus on His mission.  Be looking for future communication in February 

on how to join one of these groups.   

 Our Outreach team is revamped and looking to add new opportunities for each of us to get outside 

the walls and minister to the community around us.   

 Lent begins at the end of the month on February 26th with Ash Wednesday.  We’ll have our midweek 

Wednesday worship services with meals beforehand. 

 On February 16th, we will have our regularly scheduled Voter’s Meeting.   This meeting normally has a 

fairly light agenda.  However, last November, the Leadership Team showed a challenge to the budget 

and took the action to come back in February and present a final plan to the congregation.  We’ve 

been looking at the 2019 year-end state of our finances and a plan will be ready to update you at the 

meeting.  You can review the prior proposal on the church website (www.messiahgrh.org) in the 

Members section, 2019 Documents.  Thank you to all who made pledges at the end of 2019, it 

makes our job easier in planning for the future.  Additionally, thank you to those that made special 

pledges towards our mortgage reduction drive.  If you are able, consider fulfilling this mortgage 

pledge early in the year to help us make the most of the funds by reducing the amount of interest we 

pay throughout the remainder of the loan term.  You can check the status of our drive on the ther-

mometer chart in the Narthex.  

 Finally, there is a special event being held at Messiah on Saturday, February 22nd.  Lost and Found, a 

Christian “acoustic thrash” or “heavy mental” band, will be presenting “Luther: the Rock Opera” at 

7PM.  We are helping to present this, along with Christ Lutheran.  Be sure to keep your eyes and ears 

open for more details as we get closer. 
 

Chris Berndt 

 

December giving exceeded expenses for the 
month.  
Total 2019 expenses exceeded giving by $15,096.  
We were able to cover the shortfall throughout 
the year with the carryover funds from previous 
years.  Remaining cash on hand to cover monthly 
expenses is $17,392.   
Thank you to all who helped financially contrib-
ute to the ministries of our congregation.  

http://www.messiahgrh.org
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OWLS 

Book Club will meet at Messiah on February 16 at 1:30 p.m. following the voters’ 

meeting to discuss “The Great Alone” by Kristin Hannah. This is a story about love 

and loss and the fight for survival in the Alaskan Wilderness. There are extra copies 

in the church office. Feel free to join us for the discussion. 

OWLS will meet on February 18 for our delicious potluck luncheon at 11:30 a.m. 

You will hear about the great work that is done by the Princeton Closet from Susan 

Wyder and Carol Muntz on behalf of the students in the Princeton school district. You 

will be amazed at the impact this program has on the life of the students and their 

families. Come join us! 

Tri-County SOUL Ministries wishes to thank the members of Messiah who donated 

to the Angel Wishes fund. A total of $740 was collected from Messiah. The total collec-

tion was $12904 and we were able to help 41 families with rent, utilities, car repairs, 

tax payments, etc. You have made a difference 

Blanket Brigade needs help.  A Thrivent card has made advance Blanket 

Brigade material available for sewing. See Bunny Doebling if you are interested 

in this mission. Last year we ran out of time to finish the sewing at the actual 

Blanket Brigade, so we are getting a head start on it for 2020.  
 

The actual Blanket Brigade event will be at Messiah on Wednesday April 22 at 

10:00 a.m. till about 2:30 pm.  Lunch will be served. 

Outreach dinners scheduled for 2020 

 Interfaith Hospitality Network Dinners at OLR (IHN Dinner Dates):  

      March 16, June 22, September 21, November 23    

       Volunteers needed. Contact Joan Ramahi (513-825-5858) 

 Prince of Peace Dinners:   

      March 18, June 17, September 16, November 18, December 9.   

      Volunteers needed. Contact Sandy Walter ( 513-706-7102) or Joan Rieger  

      (513-874-4791) 

Opportunities for all to serve. Help us share our hospitality by making coffee and/or 

bringing snacks for the narthex (and Pastor’s Bible class) on Sunday mornings.  We all enjoy 

these drinks and treats and having time to gather with others before and after early service 

and after Sunday School. A signup sheet is on the board in the narthex. Please prayerfully 

consider volunteering to make coffee before early service, or bring snacks (donuts, bagels, 

cookies, of course homemade goodies are always a special treat) or help clean up after late 

service. Thank you to everyone who served in January and to those who have signed up al-

ready to serve in February. Your help is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions, please contact 

Sharon Schuesler at (513) 324-0349 or sschuesler@outlook.com. Thank you for helping.  
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Mission Trip 2011 

Messiah's choir has lost a long time member and friend.  Bob Staab's passing in January sad-

dened all of us. A chair sits empty in the tenor section and we will miss Bob's singing, humor, 

friendship, and dedication to Messiah. He served in the choir faithfully for 55 years! Many thanks 

to everyone who joined the choir for the Celebration of Life service. It was an honor for all of us. 

I will sing to the Lord all my life. I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. Psalm 104:33 

 

The choir is grateful for the opportunity to serve our congregation through the gift of music in 

2020! We rehearse from 7:15-8:00 on Wednesdays and usually sing twice a month at the 8:30 

service on Sundays. If you are comfortable reading music and cannot rehearse on Wednesdays, we wel-

come you to rehearse with us at 8am on the Sundays we sing and join us for the service. 
 

Ash Wednesday, February 26, begins the season of Lent and Wednesday evening services. Choir will re-

hearse after Wednesday services, as we prepare music for Lent and Holy Week. 
 

Handbells is in need of additional ringers! If you would like to learn, we would like to teach you. We practice 

on Wednesdays at 6:30. Please contact Cathy for the schedule, as we don't meet every week. 
 

For more information about choir or handbells, please contact Cathy Carson at 513-824-1241 

or cathycarson82@gmail.com 

Join us to help pack 100,000 high protein, vitamin fortified meals for starving children in our community 

and around the globe. We are partnering with A Child's Hope Int'l on Saturday, March 21st 

and this is what is needed: 
 

  400 Volunteers  

   Great for ages 3-103 working together! Think students, church groups, small  

   groups, scout troops, work groups, etc. 
 

  $25,000 for meal supplies 

   Please consider making a donation or planning a fundraiser with family and friends 

   or at your church or workplace. If every volunteer donated $62, we'd be there! 
 

Please email susan.bennett@thrivent.com for more information on registration and/or donations. Regis-

tration link available very soon! 
 

This is a great multi-generational volunteer event. from ages 3-103 love to participate! 

Did you know that 

3.1 MILLION children 

die of hunger related 

issues each year? 

We can help!! 
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Epiphany Party 
 On January 5th, 20 women from Messiah met at Barb Degenhardt’s house for our annual Epiphany par-

ty. The party began as a pre-Christmas get together many years ago and eventually morphed into our after-

Christmas Epiphany party. It is a simple get together. Guests bring an appetizer or a dessert to share and Barb 

supplies beverages. We have time to chat getting to know each other a little better and relax after the whirlwind 

of Christmas activities. 

 It is also the time we find out the identity of our “secret sis.” Every year we each pull a name from a hat. 

During the rest of the year we make certain to pray for this person, send her anonymous cards and maybe a 

small gift on her birthday or anniversary. It’s always fun to find out who has been sending you surprises all year. 

 This year we are doing something a little different. In addition to pulling a name from the hat, most of us 

also chose the name of someone from Messiah who WASN’T there. Eventually, we would like all of the women 

in the congregation to be involved even if they don’t attend the party at the beginning of the year. So don’t be 

surprised if you start getting anonymous cards in the mail! 

Fun night at the chili 
cook off,  Twelve different 
chilis to taste—all were great 
but we had to vote!!.  We had 
some winners (Pat Magill, 
Lora Budke, Joan Ramahi, 
and Aryanna Horner).  32 
joined in the dice game after 
the meal and there was lots of 
laughter (and groans.) 
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Altar Flowers 
The following families have signed 

up for February: 
Ciotti, Hiler, and Dumke  

 

Please remit your payment of $35 
to 

 “Messiah  

Altar  

Society”  
and place in the  

Altar Society mailbox  
in the church office. 

Thank You! 

 
The flowers must be paid for  

before the order is placed 

 M e s s e n g e r  D e a d l i n e  for the March  

issue is  

February 15.  

Send articles to clherron1@gmail.com 

1 Jessica Gottula 
1 Emilie Carson 
3 Kathy Johnson 
4 Cheri Herron 
6 Michael Cochran 
7 Logan Stroeh 
9 Art Friedrich 
11 Rayshood Herron 
15 Jessica Kessler 
15 Lindsay Harrison 
17 Timothy Inman 
17 Ken McGuire 
18 Sue Worachek 
19 Randy Green 
19 Katie Farler 
21 Jerry Rice 
21 Mitchell Morton 
22 Karen Schuerman 
22 Adam Gottula 
22 Ross Gottula 
23 Kevin Budke 

23 Pat Magill 
23 Eva Reupert 
23 Rachel Morton 
24 Dick Walter 
27 Stacia Hackmann 
28 Judy Stroeh 
28 Dia Ramahi 

17 Ken and Sharon Schuesler 
19 Frank and Jean Floyd 
28 Brian and Jennifer Pilsner 

The Staab family appreciates so much 

Pastor's visits with Bob during his final 

illness and all who participated in his 

service. Many thanks for the cards, 

calls, meals, and expressions of support 

that provided comfort in so many ways 

for all of us.   

Cherry, Leslie & Rick, Carole & Kevin, 

and all the grandchildren and  families 

Planning 

Ahead  

Messiah’s VBs 

is  

June 22 –26 



Messiah Messenger      8                   February 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

8:00am Men’s Bible  
      Breakfast 
5:30pm Traditional  
        Communion         

Worship Service 
 

2 

8:30am Traditional  
         Communion  
         Worship Service 
9:30am Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary  

Communion  
Service 

3 4 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

5 

10:15am  Ladies’ Bible 
Study 

7:00pm Choir 

6 7 8 

7:30am Elders Meeting 
8:30am Leadership 

Board Meeting 
5:30pm Traditional  
        Worship  
        Service 

9 

8:30am Traditional  
         Worship Service 
9:30am Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary  

Worship Service 

10 11 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

12 

10:15am  Ladies’ Bible 
Study 

7:00pm Choir 

13 14 15 

5:30pm Traditional  
        Worship  
        Service 

16 

9:00am Education Hour 
10:00am Communion   

Worship Service 
11:15am Voters’  
        Meeting Lunch 
11:45am Voters’  
        Meeting 
1:30pm Book Club 

17 18 
11:30am OWLS 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

19 

10:15am  Ladies’ Bible 
Study 

7:00pm Choir 

20 21 22 

5:30pm Traditional  
        Worship  
        Service 
7:00pm Lost and Found 

Concert 

23 

8:30am Traditional  
         Worship Service 
9:30am Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary  

Worship Service 

24 25 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

26 
 

10:15am  Ladies’ Bible 
Study 

6:00pm Lenten Dinner 
7:00pm Lenten Service 
7:45pm Choir 

27 28 29 

5:30pm Traditional  
        Communion         

Worship Service 

February 2020 

Ash Wednesday 

Join us for dinner each Wednesday of Lent prior to the Lenten service at 7:00pm.  We are 

looking for groups to organize/host each of the meals — February 26th (which is Ash Wednesday—

the youth group are hosting), March 4th, March 11th, March 18th (Jim Horachek's Sunday Bible 

Class is hosting this one), March 25th, and April 1st.  There are still 4 weeks that we need hosts. 

Please contact Cheri Herron (clherron1@gmail.com or 513-2931595) if your group is interested in 

hosing a dinner. 


